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ABSTRACT
T h is  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  a  s tu d y  o f  a  s o c ie ty  in  c r i s i s  enmeshed 
i n  th e  v ic io u s  c i r c l e  o f  socioeconom ic s ta g n a t io n .  I t  seek s to  
p o in t  o u t th e  cau se s  and e f f e c t s  o f  underdevelopm ent as th e y  p e r ta in  
to  H a i t i .  M a te r ia l  p re s e n te d  comes from two g e n e ra l  so u rc e s : f i e l d
d a ta  c o l l e c te d  by th e  a u th o r  in  H a i t i  and th e  a n a ly s is  o f docum enta­
t io n  a lr e a d y  a v a i l a b le .
Em phasis i s  p la c e d  on th e  m a jo r s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  H a it ia n  
s o c ie ty .
The s tu d y  b e g in s  by t r a c in g  th e  h i s to r y  o f  H a i t i  from th e  F rench  
c o lo n ia l  p e r io d  to  th e  emergence" o f  H a i t i  as  th e  f i r s t  Negro n a t io n  
i n  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  1 9 th  c e n tu r y .  The r e p u b l ic  in  i t s  f i r s t  
c e n tu ry  e x p e r ie n c e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  c r i s e s  w hich  cu lm in a ted  in  the  
A m erican o c c u p a tio n  o f  1915-34. The " .S o c ia l R ev o lu tio n "  o f  1946 
b ro u g h t th e  f i r s t  s ig n s  o f  a  new se n se  o f d i r e c t i o n ,  which was c o r ­
ru p te d  w ith  th e  in c e p t io n  o f  th e  D u v a lie r  regim e in  1957.
A d e s c r ip t i o n  o f th e  H a it ia n  s e t t i n g ,  su ch  as p o p u la tio n  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  s ta n d a rd  o f  l i v i n g ,  g e o g ra p h ic a l a s p e c ts ,  re so u rce s  
and th e  r e l a t i o n  o f  th e  p eo p le  to  th e  la n d , h e lp s  us u n d e rs tan d  th e  
p re c a r io u s  b a s is  on w hich H a it ia n  s o c ie ty  r e s t s .
The s y s te m a tic  in v e n to ry  o f  m a jo r s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  b eg in s  
w i th  an  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  c l a s s  system  w hich  i s  c h a r a c te r iz e d  
b y  a  dichotom y betw een th e  "haves" and "have n o ts "  w ith  o v e r 90
ix
p e r c e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  in  th e  l a t t e r  g roup . Color, language^ 
w e a lth , fa m ily  o rg a n iz a t io n ,  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c ip a t io n ,  r e l ig io u s  
b e h a v io r , deg ree  o f  e d u c a tio n  and l i f e  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  e f f e c t i v e l y  
s e p a r a te  b o th  g ro u p s . A p ro c e ss  o f  d e - a f r ic a n i z a t io n  occu rs  as  one 
moves up from  th e  b la c k  p e a s a n t mass to  th e  m u la tto  b o u rg e o is ie .
The fa m ily  i s  th e  b a s ic  c e l l  o f  H a it ia n  s o c ie ty .  The fam ily  
system  p la y s  th e  p a ra d o x ic a l  r o le  o f  c o u n te ra c t in g  th e  d i s in t e g r a t i o n  
o f  th e  s o c ie ty  and a t  th e  same tim e  p re v e n tin g  i t s  developm ent. On 
th e  one hand , fam ily  membership i s  th e  only  badge o f s o c ia l  s e c u r i ty  
an in d iv id u a l  h a s , and on th e  o th e r ,  th e  weakness o f  lo y a l ty  beyond 
th e  ex ten d ed  fam ily  i n h i b i t s  s o c ia l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  community s p i r i t  
and c iv ic  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  e s s e n t i a l  to  socioeconom ic p ro g re s s .
The dominance o f  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t  in  H a i t ia n  l i f e  r e s u l t s  from  
econom ic underdevelopm ent. P o l i t i c a l  power i s  co n ce iv ed  as a to o l  
to  f u r th e r  o n e 's  econom ic s t a t u s  a t  th e  expense o f  th e  g e n e ra l  p u b l ic .  
The D u v a lie r  d i c t a to r s h ip  i s  found to  be th e  in e v i ta b le  end r e s u l t  o f  
a  t r a d i t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a tro n a g e  fu r th e r " a g g ra v a te d  by th e  i r r e s p o n ­
s i b l e  le a d e rs h ip  o f  160 y e a rs  w hich has a llow ed th e  H a it ia n  s o c ia l  
sy stem  to  d i s i n t e g r a t e  to  th e  p o in t  o f  no r e tu r n .
The a n a ly s is  o f  H a i t ia n  r e l ig io u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  d e a ls  in e v i ta b ly  
w ith  vodou, th e  im portance  of w hich has been  m ag n ified  o u t o f p ro p o r­
t i o n  to  i t s  a c tu a l  r o l e  in  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty .  L ikew ise , th e  C a th o lic  
Church has f a i l e d  to  i n s t i l l  a r e l ig io u s  t r a d i t i o n ,  th e re b y  d e c re a s in g  
th e  s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  in  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty .
The l a s t  c h a p te r  summarizes th e  g e n e ra l tre n d s  w hich  a re  c o n s i s t e n t
x
and r e c u r r e n t  in  th e  H a i t ia n  s o c i a l  system , and th e  r e l a t i o n  betw een 
s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and th e  H a i t ia n  m e n ta l i ty  o r  v a lu e  system . I t  
concludes t h a t  th e  H a i t ia n  economy m igh t p ro b a b ly  be th e  m ost p rone  
to  change and re fo rm . However, o th e r  s o c ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a c t  as 
pow erfu l c o u n te r fo rc e s  to  m a in ta in  th e  s t a t u s  quo. The d i f f i c u l t y  
o f  r e o r ie n t in g  th e  socioeconom ic system  r e f l e c t s  once a g a in  th e  
seem ing ly  h o p e le ss  dilemma fa c ed  by u n derdeveloped  c o u n t r ie s .  H a i t i  
i s  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  e x h a u s tio n , i t s  f u tu r e  p ro s p e c ts  a r e  v e ry  dim. The 
f a c t  t h a t  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  h as  su rv iv e d  th ro u g h  a l l  i t s  c r i s e s  i s  a 
phenomenon d i f f i c u l t  to  e x p la in ,  th u s  making i t  unw ise to  p r e d i c t  i t s  




H a i t i  i s  a  p la c e  o f  e x t r a o r d in a r y  n a tu r a l  b e a u ty . The v i s i t o r  
n e v e r  t i r e s  o f  th e  b r i l l i a n t  c o lo r s  o f  i t s - t r o p i c a l  v e g e ta t io n ,  
th e  d a z z lin g  b lu e  s e a  and sk y , th e  b r ig h t  su n sh in e , and th e  e x h i la ­
r a t i n g  v i s t a s  o f  m o u n ta in s , v a l le y s  and s e a .  The c lim a te  i s  id e a l :  
warm b u t tem pered  by m oun ta in  and c o a s ta l  b re e z e s  and th e  tem pera­
tu r e  rem ains more o r  l e s s  s t a t i o n a r y  a l l  y e a r  a round .
' The p e o p le  o f  H a i t i ,  w ith  t h e i r  buoyancy and in s o u c ia n c e , 
c o n t r ib u te  in  no sm a ll way to  th e  charm o f  th e  c o u n try . So do.-: 
t h e i r  A fro -F ren ch  c u l t u r e ,  q u a in t  custom s, and c o lo r f u l  f o lk lo r e .  
Whoever has v i s i t e d  H a i t i  a g re e s  t h a t  i t  i s  a  p la c e  one n ev er f o r ­
g e ts  and t h a t  H a i t i  i s  u n iq u e , d i f f e r e n t ,  c o lo r f u l .
Even though H a i t i  g iv e s  th e  s u p e r f i c i a l  appearance  o f  a 
t r o p i c a l  p a r a d is e ,  i t  does n o t  ta k e  long  f o r  even a c a s u a l v i s i t o r  
to  d is c o v e r  th e  w re tch ed  p o v e r ty  b eh in d  a fa c ad e  o f su n , la u g h te r ,  
and so n g . P ic tu re s q u e n e s s  o f te n  d en o tes  p o v e rty  and t h i s  i s  c e r ­
t a i n l y  t r u e  in  th e  c ase  o f  H a i t i .  The r e a l i t y  becomes even more 
p a in f u l  when one com pares th e  m a k e sh if t  app earan ce  o f  a l l  t h a t  i s  
man-made w ith  th e  g ra n d e u r o f  th e  n a tu r a l  s e t t i n g  and th e  h i s t o r i c a l  
p a s t .
H a i t i  was b o rn  one hundred  and s i x t y  y e a rs  ago o u t o f  th e  ru in s
2
and a sh es  o f  F r a n c e 's  m ost p ro sp e ro u s  co lo n y . I t  won i t s  independence  
by a  g e n e ra l  s la v e  r e v o l t  a g a in s t  th e  w o r ld 's  g r e a t e s t  m i l i t a r y  power 
o f  th e  tim e . H a i t i  became th e  f i r s t  Negro n a t io n  in  th e  w o rld  and 
th e  f i r s t  in d ep en d en t re p u b lic  o f  L a t in  A m erica. D e sp ite  su ch  an 
a u sp ic io u s  b eg in n in g , H a i t i  h as  n ev e r been  a b le  to  a ch ie v e  p o l i t i c a l  
and economic s t a b i l i t y .  Yet i t  has managed, n o n e th e le s s ,  to  su rv iv e  
as a  v ia b le  n a t io n ,  w ith  a s o c io c u l tu r a l  i d e n t i t y  o f  i t s  own.
No one can  deny today  t h a t  th e  r e c u r r e n t  c r i s e s  w hich  have  
c h r o n ic a l ly  b e s e t  H a i t i  in  th e  c e n tu ry  and a h a l f  o f  i t s  tu r b u le n t  
h i s to r y  a r e  becoming more a c u te .  P o p u la tio n  p r e s s u r e ,  d im in ish in g  
lan d  r e tu r n s ,  d ropp ing  s ta n d a rd  o f  l i v in g ,  s o c ia l  i n e q u a l i t i e s ,  and 
an o p p re s s iv e  p o l i t i c a l  a tm osphere a re  th re a te n in g  th e  v e ry  s u r v iv a l  
o f  th e  n a t io n .  How long can H a i t i  m a in ta in  i t s e l f  on a  d a y - to -d a y , 
han d -to -m o u th  b a s is ?  How long can e x p e d ie n t s o lu t io n s  be  u sed  a s lp a l -  
l i a t i v e s  to  fundam ental problem s w hich have accum ulated  f o r  o v e r  a 
c en tu ry ?  As f a r  back as th e  1860 ' s ,  o b se rv e rs  p r e d ic te d  th a t  i t  
would be o n ly  a m a tte r  o f  tim e b e fo re  H a i t i  d i s in te g r a te d  c o m p le te ly .^ - 
The same p r e d ic t io n s  w ere made on th e  eve o f  th e  A m erican o ccu p a tio n  
in  1915. Today, w r i t e r s  on s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and econom ic 'p rob lem s 
o f  L a t in  A m erica c o n s id e r  H a i t i  as th e  w o rs t c a se  and im ply t h a t  
i t  can n o t go on much lo n g e r and th a t  "som ething  w i l l  have to  g iv e "  
s h o r t ly .  Yet H a i t i  s t i l l  s u rv iv e s ,  d e fy in g  a l l  p r e d ic t io n s  to  th e
1 ’ *xSee S i r  S p en ser S t .  John , H ay ti o r  th e  B lack R ep u b lic  (New 
Y ork: S c r ib n e r  & W elfo rd , 1889).
c o n tr a ry .  U n lik e  b u s in e s s  f i r m s , s o c i a l  system s do n o t go bank ­
ru p t;  th ey  a r e  rem ark ab ly  r e s i l i e n t .  A n a t io n  may d i s i n t e g r a t e  b u t 
th e  p ro c e ss  i s  long , to r tu o u s ,  and i t s  co u rse  i s  u n p r e d ic ta b le .
H a i t i  i s  n o t th e  o n ly  c o u n try  in  th e  w o rld  n o r  in  th e  hem isphere  
which i s  fa c ed  w ith  w hat seems l i k e . i n s o l u b l e  socioeconom ic p rob lem s. 
These c o u n tr ie s  a re  la b e le d  as underd ev elo p ed  a re a s  o r  t i e r s  monde 
in  F ren c h , rem ind ing  us o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  two th i r d s  o f  mankind 
l iv e s  i n  un d erd ev e lo p ed  a re a s  and r e p re s e n ts  an uncom m itted t h i r d  
"w orld" betw een th e  W estern  and E a s te rn  b lo c .' W hile H a i t i  i s  an 
’ex trem e c a se , i t  s h a re s  to  a  s u r p r i s in g  d eg ree  m ost o f  th e  s o c io ­
economic problem s fa c e d  by th e  " le s s -d e v e lo p e d "  n a t io n s .
A. O b je c tiv e s  o f  th e  S tudy  
As s t a t e d  in  i t s  t i t l e ,  th e  g e n e ra l  o b je c t iv e  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a ­
t io n  i s  to  p r e s e n t  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  as a  c a s e -s tu d y  o f  an u n d e r­
developed  a r e a .  What i s  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  and c u l tu r e  l ik e ?  What a re  
th e  c a u se s  o f  socioeconom ic  s ta g n a t io n  in  H a i t i?  Why does H a i t i  
seem in c a p a b le , o f  a l t e r i n g  h e r  a rc h a ic  s o c ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  re s o lv in g  
h e r  economic c r i s i s ,  s t a b i l i z i n g  h e r  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  and a l t e r i n g  
t r a d i t i o n a l  and u n r e a l i s t i c  a t t i t u d e s ?  These a r e  some o f  th e  q u e s­
t io n s  w i th  w hich  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  co n cern ed .
F i r s t  th e  co n cep t o f  underdeveloped  a re a s  m ust be  d e f in e d .
Only s in c e  W orld War I I  have s e r io u s  and s u s ta in e d  e f f o r t s  been 
made to  e x p la in  why some a re a s  o f  th e  w orld  a r e  le s s  developed  th an  
o th e r s .  Econom ists have  made th e  m ajo r c o n t r ib u t io n s  in  th e  s tu d y
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o f  u n derdeveloped  a r e a s .  S in ce  economic q u e s tio n s  can n o t be d iv o rc e d
from  s o c i a l  q u e s t io n s , s o c io lo g i s t s  and a n th ro p o lo g is ts  have a ls o
e n te re d  th e  f i e l d .  However, m ost d e f in i t io n s  o f  u n derdeveloped  a re a s
have a  s t ro n g  economic s l a n t .  F o r in s ta n c e ,  A lexander d e f in e s  an
u nderdeveloped  a r e a  as
one w hich h as  ( 1 ) a  low p e r  c a p i t a  r e a l  incom e; ( 2 ) an 
unbalanced  economy; (3) n a tu r a l  re so u rc e s  t h a t  a re  
e i t h e r  la r g e ly  un tapped  o r  a r e  b e in g  used by and f o r  
th e  b e n e f i t  o f  h ig h ly  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  n a t io n s ;  (4) a 
t r a d i t i o n - o r i e n t e d  r a th e r  th a n  a m arket o r ie n te d  
economy; (5) sm all amounts o f  c a p i t a l  equipm ent r e l a ­
t i v e  to  th e  la b o r  f o r c e ;  ( 6 ) th e  w id esp read  b e l i e f  
among th e  p eo p le  o f  th e  c o u n try  t h a t  i t  i s  "u n d e r­
developed * 1
M yrdal, w h ile  n o t g iv in g  a p r e c i s e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  u n derdeveloped
a r e a s ,  makes a few g e n e r a l iz a t io n s  c o n tr a s t in g  th e s e  a re a s  to  th e
more developed  c o u n t r ie s :
T here  i s  a sm a ll group o f  c o u n tr ie s  w hich a r e  q u i te  w e ll  
o f f  and a much l a r g e r  group o f  ex trem ely  po o r c o u n t r ie s ;
The c o u n tr ie s  in  th e  fo rm er group a re  on th e  w hole 
f i r m ly  s e t t l e d  in  a p a t t e r n  o f  c o n tin u in g  economic d e v e lo p ­
m ent, w h ile  i n  th e  l a t t e r  group av erag e  p ro g re s s  i s  s lo w er, 
many c o u n tr ie s  a r e  in  c o n s ta n t  d an g er o f  n o t  b e in g  a b le  to  
l i f t  them selves o u t o f  s ta g n a t io n  o r  even o f  lo s in g  ground 
so f a r  as av erag e  income le v e l s  a re  concerned ;
T h e re fo re , on th e  whole,, in  r e c e n t  decades th e  
economic in e q u a l i t i e s  betw een developed  and underdeveloped  
c o u n tr ie s  have been  in c r e a s in g .3
P re b is c h  p o in ts  to  th e  d e fe c ts  in  th e  s o c ia l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  u n d e r­
developed  a re a s .  T r a d i t io n a l  s o c i a l  s t r u c tu r e
O
*R o b ert J .  A lex an d e r, A P rim er o f  Economic Development (New 
York: M acM illan C o ., 1962), p . 6 .
3
Gunnar M yrdal, R ich Lands and Poor (New York: H arp er &
B ro th e rs  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1957), p .  6 .
c o n s id e ra b ly  hampers s o c i a l  m o b il i ty ,  t h a t  i s ,  th e  
em ergence and r i s e  o f  th e  dynamic e lem en ts  in  s o c ie ty ,  
men o f d r iv e  and i n i t i a t i v e ,  c ap ab le  o f  ta k in g  r i s k s  
and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  b o th  in  te c h n ic a l  and economic 
m a tte rs  and in  th e  o th e r  a s p e c ts  o f  community l i f e .
The s o c ia l  s t r u c t u r e  i s  la r g e ly  c h a r a c te r iz e d  by 
a  s i t u a t i o n  o f  p r iv i l e g e  in  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  w e a lth  
and th e r e f o r e  o f  incom e. P r iv i l e g e  weakens o r  d e s tro y s  
th e  in c e n t iv e  to  econom ic a c t i v i t y ,  to  th e  d e tr im e n t o f  
th e  e f f i c i e n t  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  human r e s o u rc e s , lan d  and' 
m ach in ery .
T h is  s t a t e  o f  p r iv i l e g e  in  re g a rd  to  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
i s  r e f l e c t e d  n o t in  a r a p id  r a t e  o f  n e t  c a p i t a l  form a­
t io n ,  b u t in  e x tra v a g a n t p a t te r n s  o f  consum ption  in  
th e  u p p er s t r a t a  o f  s o c ie ty ,  o v e r a g a in s t  th e  u n s a t i s f a c ­
to r y  l iv in g  c o n d itio n s  o f  th e  b road  m asses o f  th e  
p o p u la tio n .^ - _
As i l l u s t r a t e d  above, u n derdeveloped  a re a s  a r e  g e n e r a l ly  d e f in e d  
in  term s o f  sym ptom atic t r a i t s . The w id e ly  a c c e p te d  o p e r a t io n a l  
d e f in i t i o n  i s :  a l l  a re a s  w ith  a p e r  c a p i t a  r e a l  income o f  l e s s  th an  
$500.00 o r  one fo u r th  o f  th e  p e r  c a p i t a  r e a l  income o f  th e  m ost 
developed  n a t io n ,  a re  c o n s id e re d  as underdeveloped  a r e a s .
Of s p e c ia l  i n t e r e s t  to  th e  s o c io lo g i s t  i s  t h a t  u n derdeveloped  
s o c i e t i e s  a r e  go ing  th ro u g h  a  p ro c e ss  o f  s o c io c u l tu r a l  change d i s ­
ru p tin g  r a th e r  th an  im proving t h e i r  s o c ia l  sy stem . S in ce  th e  d e s i r e  
fo r  economic w e ll-b e in g  i s  one o f  th e  fundam ental m o tiv a tio n s  f o r  
a c c e p tin g  change, th e  economic i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  th e  m ost dynam ic. 
However, a l l  s o c ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  in e x t r ic a b ly  l in k e d  to g e th e r  
and a r e  a l l  in v o lv ed  in  th e  p ro c e ss  o f  s o c i a l  change, b u t  a t  uneven 
r a t e s .  T r a d i t io n a l  f a m i l i a l  and c la s s  v a lu e s ,  f o r  exam ple, o f te n
^U nited  N a tio n s , Towards a  Dynamic Development P o lic y  f o r  L a t in  
A m erica (New York: U n ited  N a tio n s  P u b l ic a t io n ,  1963), p .  4 .
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b lo c k  o r  a t  l e a s t  r e s i s t  socioeconom ic change and th e  r e s u l t  i s  con­
f l i c t  in s te a d  o f  developm ent. I n  o rd e r  to  u n d e rs tan d  th e  i n t r i c a t e  
p la y  o f  cau ses  and e f f e c t s  w hich prom ote and hand icap  socioeconom ic 
developm ent., i t  i s  n e c e s s a ry  to  view  a  s o c ie ty  h o l i s t i c a l l y .  T h is 
i s  th e  p rim ary  .re a so n  why th i s ' app ro ach  was u sed  in  t h i s  s tu d y . The 
o th e r  rea so n s  a r e  th e  fo llo w in g : w h ile  l i t e r a t u r e  on H a i t i  i s  abun­
d a n t ,  th e r e  i s  s t i l l  an absence  o f  an u p - to - d a te  b a s ic  and com pre­
h e n s iv e  s o c io lo g ic a l  s tu d y  w hich co u ld  se rv e  as a g e n e ra l  r e f e r e n c e  
f o r  s tu d e n ts  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty .  The o n ly  com prehensive s o c io lo g ic a l  
s tu d y  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  was done tw e n ty - f iv e  y e a rs  ago by L ey b u m . ^ 
A nother re a so n  f o r  th e  more com prehensive app roach  i s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h i s  s tu d y  i s  d i r e c te d  to  an Am erican p u b lic  who f o r  th e  m ost p a r t  
have no more th a n  a  ru d im en ta ry  know ledge o f  H a i t i .
B. P la n  o f  th e  S tudy
The s tu d y  i s  d iv id e d  in to  te n  c h a p te rs  in c lu d in g  th e  f i r s t  
c h a p te r  as an in t r o d u c t io n .
C h ap ter I I  t r a c e s  th e  h i s to r y  o f  H a i t i  from th e  In d ia n  a b o r ig in e s  
to  th e  p r e s e n t .  An e f f o r t  has been  made n o t  to  dw ell a t  le n g th  on 
th e  e p ic s  o f  H a i t ia n  h i s t o r y ,  as c o lo r f u l  as th ey  may b e , b u t to  
s t r e s s  th e  e v en ts  o f  s o c io lo g ic a l  p e r t in e n c e  w hich  h e lp  u s  u n d e r­
s ta n d  con tem porary  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty .
^See James G. L eyburn , The H a i t ia n  P eo p le  (New Haven: Y ale
U n iv e rs i ty  P r e s s ,  1941). The f i e l d  work was done in  1938. T ra n s ­
l a te d  in  S p an ish  b u t n o t  in  F ren ch .
The t h i r d  c h a p te r  d is c u s s e s  th e  p e o p le , t h e i r  p o p u la tio n , c h a ra c ­
t e r i s t i c s  and s ta n d a rd  o f  l i v i n g .  F a c ts  a r e  b ased  on w h a tev er s t a t i s  
t i c a l  d a ta  was a v a i l a b le .
The f o u r th  c h a p te r  d e s c r ib e s ’ t h e 'l a n d ,  i t s  g e o g ra p h ic a l a s p e c ts ,  
re s o u rc e s  and th e  r e l a t i o n  o f  th e  p eo p le  to  th e  la n d .
The c la s s  s t r u c tu r e  i s  d is c u s s e d  in  C h ap ter V. A d e s c r ip t io n  
o f  each  s t r a tu m  i l l u s t r a t e d  by c a se  s tu d ie s  i s  g iv e n ..
C h ap te r VI d e a ls  w ith  th e  fa m ily  system , m a rr ia g e  p a t te r n s  and 
s o c i a l i z a t i o n  p ro c e s s .
I n  C h ap te r  V II p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a re  an a ly zed  w ith  a 
s p e c ia l  em phasis on th e  c u r r e n t  D u v a lie r  reg im e.
C h ap te r V II I  i s  d evo ted  to  th e  r e l ig io u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  H a i t i ,  
b o th  i t s  fo lk  r e l i g i o n ,  Vodou and C a th o lic ism .
The l a s t  c h a p te r  a tte m p ts  to  i n t e r p r e t  th e  dynamics o f  H a it ia n  
s o c ie ty  as a  s o c ie ty  in  c r i s i s .
C. Survey o f  th e  L i t e r a tu r e
I t  can n o t be s a id  t h a t  th e r e  i s  a d e a r th  o f  m a te r ia l  w r i t t e n  
ab o u t H a i t i .  Few c o u n tr ie s  o f  i t s  s i z e  and r e l a t i v e  im portance  have 
been  w r i t t e n  ab o u t so  e x te n s iv e ly .  H a i t i  h e r s e l f  has produced many 
w r i t e r s  among whom a r e  a  few o u ts ta n d in g  ones su ch  as Jacq u es  Roumain 
a u th o r  o f  th e  c l a s s i c  s o c i a l  n o v e l G ouverneur de l a  Rosee (1 944), 
w hich  has re c e iv e d  i n t e r n a t io n a l  a cc la im  and was t r a n s l a t e d  in to
g
s e v e r a l  la n g u ag e s . H a i t ia n  w r i t e r s  a re  o r ie n te d  tow ards th e  hum ani­
t i e s  and have e x c e lle d  in  b e l l e s - l e t t r e s ,  h i s t o r y ,  p o l i t i c a l  c r i ­
t iq u e s ,  and m ost o f  a l l  p o e tr y .  P ro b ab ly  more p o e try  has been  
p u b lis h e d  i n  H a i t i  th an  a l l  o th e r  p u b l ic a t io n s  p u t to g e th e r .  In  
th e  l a s t  decad e , th e re  has been a n o t ic e a b le  t r e n d  tow ards e th n o lo g y , 
and w orks o f  s c h o la r ly  m e r i t  have been  produced  in  f o lk lo r e  and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  vodou, a  f i e l d  invaded  e a r l i e r  by f o r e ig n  w r i t e r s . V ery 
l i t t l e  work o f  consequence has been produced by n a t iv e  w r i t e r s  on 
th e  economic and s o c ia l  r e a l i t i e s  o f  H a i t i .
F o re ig n  w r i t e r s ,  m o s tly  A m ericans and F ren c h , have b een  p r i ­
m a r i ly  i n t e r e s t e d  in  t r a v e l  d e s c r ip t io n ,  th e  c o lo r f u l  e p ic s  o f  
H a i t ia n  h i s t o r y ,  and more th a n  a n y th in g  e l s e  vodou. In d e e d , th e  
s u b je c t  o f  vodou has been th o ro u g h ly  e x p lo i te d .
Much o f  th e  a v a i la b le  l i t e r a t u r e  on H a i t i  c o n ta in s  m a te r ia l  
o f  s o c io lo g ic a l  re le v an c e  b u t  i t  i s  frag m en ted . One has to  s i f t  
th ro u g h  hundreds o f  books. I t  would be im p o ss ib le  to  su rv e y  them 
a l l ,  so  th e  more im p o rtan t works c l a s s i f i e d  by to p ic s  w i l l  be 
m en tioned .
S ta n d in g  a t  th e  top o f  th e  l i s t  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  books i s  Moreau 
de S t .  M ery 's  D e sc r ip tio n  de l a  P a r t i e  F ra n c a is e  de l ' l s l e  de S a in t  
Domingue (1 7 9 7 ). T h is  book i s  th e  " b ib le "  o f  H a i t ia n  c u l t u r e .  I t  
i s  a - d e ta i l e d  th ree-vo lum e acco u n t o f  p o l i t i c a l ,  econom ic, and
^ E n g lish  t r a n s l a t i o n :  M aste rs  o f  th e  Dew. See b ib l io g ra p h y  f o r
f u l l  e n t ry  o f  a l l  t i t l e s  m entioned  in  th e  su rv e y  o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e .
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s o c ia l  l i f e  in  th e  c o lo n ia l  p e r io d  p r i o r  to  th e  s la v e  r e v o l t  o f  1791. 
V ery few c o u n tr ie s  i n  th e  hem isphere  have such  an o u ts ta n d in g  p r i ­
mary so u rc e  o f r e f e r e n c e  a t  t h e i r  d i s p o s a l .  A good d e s c r ip t io n  o f 
l i f e  and custom s in  th e  19 th  c e n tu r y  i s  found i n  A u b in 's  En H a i t i .  
P la n te u rs  d 'A u tr e fo is  N egres d* A u.jourd’h u i  (1 9 1 0 ). S t .  Jo h n , a 
B r i t i s h  d ip lo m at to  H a i t i ,  w h ile  e x tre m e ly  b ia s e d  in  h i s  judgem ents, 
made some keen  f i r s t - h a n d  o b s e rv a tio n s  in  H a y ti o r  th e  B lack 
R epublic  (1 8 8 9 ). Many w r i t e r s  d e a l t  w ith  th e  c o n t r o v e r s ia l  American 
o c c u p a tio n . However, B e l le g a rd e , in  h i s  many w r i t in g s  and e s p e c ia l l y  
in  h is  Pour une H a i t i  H eureuse (1 9 2 7 ), g iv e s  th e  m ost e lo q u e n t, 
a lth o u g h  em o tio n a l, H a i t ia n  view  p o in t .  B a lc h 's  O ccupied H a i t i  
(1927) i s  somewhat more o b je c t iv e  and was in s tru m e n ta l  in  th e  w i th ­
d raw al o f th e  M arines w hereas M cC rocklin  in  h is  r e c e n t  Garde d 'H a i t i  
(1956) g iv e s  th e  t y p i c a l  M arine Corps view  p o in t .  M ontague’s H a i t i  
and th e  U n ited  S ta te s  (1940) d e t a i l s  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o u rse  o f  H a i t ia n - 
American d ip lo m a tic  r e l a t i o n s .  D av is , a n o th e r  A m erican, g iv e s  a 
w e ll-o rg a n iz e d  acco u n t o f  H a i t ia n  h i s t o r y  from th e  b eg in n in g  th ro u g h  
th e  Am erican o c cu p a tio n  in  B lack  Democracy: th e  S to ry  o f  H a i t i  (1 9 4 1 ).
The b e s t  g e n e ra l  h i s t o r y  w hich  i s  d e t a i l e d  w ith o u t b e in g  v e rb o se  
and n o ta b le  f o r  th e  ab sen ce  o f  v a lu e  judgm ents i s  D o r s a in v i l 's  
Manuel d ’H is to i r e  d 1H a i t i  (1 9 5 8 ), u sed  as a  t e x t  book in  th e  seco n ­
d a ry  sch o o ls  o f  H a i t i .
Books d e a lin g  w ith  th e  H a i t ia n  economy a re  n o t  v e ry  numerous and 
a re  o f  r e c e n t  v in ta g e .  The U n ited  N a t io n s ’ M iss io n  to  H a i t i  (1949) 
i s  a  su rv ey  o f  economic a c t i v i t i e s  and p o t e n t i a l  developm ent in
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H a i t i .  The UNESCO p i l o t  p r o j e c t  in  community developm ent o f  one o f  
H a i t i ' s  m ost im poverished  re g io n s  i s  documented by M etraux  in  
Making a  L iv in g  in  th e  M a rb ia l V a lle y  (1 9 5 1 ). T u m ie r ,  a H a i t ia n , 
g iv e s  some in t e r e s t i n g  in fo rm a tio n  on t r a d e  betw een H a i t i  and th e  
•United S ta te s  in  h is  E ta ts -U n is  e t  l e  Marche H a i t ie n  (1 9 5 5 ). DeYoung 
d ev o tes  h is  b o o k le t Man and Land in  th e  H a it ia n  Economy (1958) to  
e c o lo g ic a l  p a t t e r n s .  However, th e  b e s t  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  an u n d e r­
s ta n d in g  o f  th e  H a it ia n  economy i s  p ro v id ed  by M oral, a F rench  
g eo g rap h er who ta u g h t e ig h t  y e a rs  in  H a i t i  and produced L 1Economie 
H a itie n n e  in  1959 and Le Paysan  H a i t ie n  in  1961. T h is l a s t  book is  
th e  b e s t  book w r i t t e n  on H a i t ia n  r u r a l  l i f e .
No H a i t ia n  has w r i t t e n  ab o u t c la s s  s t r u c tu r e  from  a s o c io lo g ic a l  
p o in t  o f  v iew , a lth o u g h  a  few e ssa y s  d e a lin g  w ith  th e  problem  o f  c la s s  
in  a  h i s t o r i c a l  and p o l i t i c a l  p e r s p e c t iv e  have been  p u b lis h e d . 
L e y b u rn 's  The H a it ia n  P eo p le  (1 9 4 1 ), w hich i s  th e  b e s t  s o c io lo g ic a l  
s tu d y  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty ,  d e a ls  e x te n s iv e ly  w ith  th e  c la s s  system  as 
he found i t  in  th e  l a t e  t h i r t i e s .  S im pson 's  a r t i c l e  " H a i t i 's  
S o c ia l  S t r u c t u r e ,"  in  th e  A m erican S o c io lo g ic a l  Review (1 9 4 1 ) , con­
firm s  many o f  L ey b u rn 's  view s and c o n tr ib u te s  o r ig i n a l  o b se rv a tio n s  
n o t  o n ly  in  t h i s  p ap er b u t in  many o th e r  a r t i c l e s  in  s o c ia l  s c ie n c e  
jo u r n a l s ,  a n a ly z in g  th e  H a i t ia n  f a m i l i a l ,  econom ic, r e l ig io u s  and 
p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  S c h a e d e l 's  u n p u b lish ed  r e p o r t  "An Essay  on 
th e  Human R esources o f  H a i t i "  (1962) g iv e s  a  s h o r t ,  w e ll-o rg a n iz e d  
d e s c r ip t io n  o f  s o c ia l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  in  con tem porary  H a i t i  w ith  
some n u m e ric a l e s t im a te s .
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The H a it ia n  r u r a l  fa m ily  i s  w e ll  d e sc r ib e d  by B a s t ie n  in  an 
e x te n s iv e  a r t i c l e  " H a it ia n  R ura l Fam ily  O rg a n iz a tio n "  in  S o c ia l  
and Economic S tu d ie s  (1961) w hich i s  a  c o n d en sa tio n  o f  h i s  e a r l i e r  
book: La F a m ilia  R u ra l H a i t ia n a  (1 9 5 1 ). Sim pson’ s "S ex u a l and
F a m il ia l  I n s t i t u t i o n s  in  N o rth e rn  H a i t i"  in  th e  A m erican A n th ro p o lo ­
g i s t  (1942) i s  a ls o  e n l ig h te n in g .  A v a lu a b le  f i e l d  in v e s t i g a t i o n  
o f  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  p ro c e ss  in  r u r a l  H a i t i  i s  r e p o r te d  by Underwood in  
th e  Am erican A n th ro p o lo g is t (1 947).
F a c tu a l  in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t th e  H a it ia n  e d u c a t io n a l  sy stem  i s  
p ro v id e d  by two b o o k le ts  p u b lis h e d  by th e  U .S . Governm ent: Cook,
E d u ca tio n  in  H a i t i  (1948) and D ale , E d u ca tio n  in  th e  R ep u b lic  o f  
H a i t i  (1 9 5 9 ).
I n  th e  rea lm  o f e th n o lo g y  th e r e  i s  much l i t e r a t u r e  a v a i l a b le  
p r im a r i ly  on vodou, f o lk lo r e  and th e  c r e o le  lan g u ag e .
I t  goes w ith o u t sa y in g  th a t  vodou i s  th e  most docum ented s u b je c t
in  H a i t i .  One canno t h e lp  b u t be concerned  by th e  many s e n s a t io n a l
r e p o r ts  p u b lish e d  u n t i l  th e  l a t e  t h i r t i e s  w hich have c o n tr ib u te d  much
myth and nonsense  abou t vodou in  H a i t i  and have done t h e i r  s h a re  in
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r i d i c u l i n g  H a i t i  in  th e  eyes o f  th e  w o rld . However, in  th e  l a s t  two 
d ecad es , a n th ro p o lo g is ts  have g iv en  a  p r o f e s s io n a l  t r e a tm e n t  to  th e  
s u b je c t .  The b e s t  books tu rn e d  o u t to  be w r i t t e n  by  H a i t ia n  
e th n o lo g is t s .  They a re  M ax im ilien , Le Vodou H a i t ie n  (1 9 4 5 ), M arce lin
7 Among th e  w orse o ffe n d e rs  a r e :  B lack Bagdad ( C r a ig e ) , C an n ib al
C ousins (C ra ig e ) , Voodoo F i r e  in  H a i t i  (L o e d e re r ) , The M agic I s la n d  
(S eabrook) and Where B lack  R ules W hite ( P r ic h a r d ) .
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M ytho log ie  Vodou (1950) and R igaud , La T r a d i t io n  Voudoo e t  l e  Voudoo 
H a i t ie n  (1 9 5 3 ). Two o th e r  books w r i t t e n  by  f o r e ig n e r s  d e se rv e  m en tion : 
D e re n 's  D iv ine  Horsemen, th e  L iv in g  Gods o f  H a i t i  (1 9 5 3 ), and e s p e c ia l l y  
M etrau x 1 Le Vaudou H a it ie n  (1 9 5 8 ).
I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  s e p a ra te  vodou from  f o lk l o r e ,  b u t  th e  fo llo w ­
in g  books d e a lin g  w ith  b o th  a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  n o tew o rth y  f o r  t h e i r  
c o n t r ib u t io n  to  an u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  H a i t ia n  f o lk lo r e :  C ourlander,-
H a i t i  S in g in g  (1939) and The Drum and The Hoe (1 9 6 0 ); H o n o ra t, Les 
Danses F o lk lo r iq u e s  H a itie n n e s  (1 9 5 5 ), and P a u l, Panorama du F o lk ­
lo r e  H a i t ie n  (1 9 6 2 ). T h is  l a s t  book i s  th e  m ost r e c e n t  and makes . 
o r i g i n a l  e th n o g ra p h ic  c o n t r ib u t io n  on c a r n iv a l  custom s.
I n t e r e s t i n g  d a ta  abou t th e  c r e o le  language  can  be found in  
F a in e 's  P h i lo lo g ie  C reo le  (1937) and Le C re o le  dans l ' U n ivers  (1 9 3 9 ); 
P r e s s o i r ,  D ebats s u r  l e  C reo le  e t  l e  F o lk lo re  (1947) and F o u c h a rd 's  
w e l l  known book Les M arrons du S y l l a b a i r e  (1 9 5 3 ). A n o tew o rth y  
r e c e n t  s tu d y  on th e  F ren ch  lan g u ag e  as spoken  in  H a i t i  i s  P o m p ilu s '
La Langue F ra n c a is e  en H a i t i  (1 9 6 1 ).
Not to  be o m itted  in  t h i s  su rv ey  o f  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  a re  two 
fundam en ta l w orks w hich  a re  p rim ary  so u rc e s  in  th e  se n se  t h a t  th e y  
w ere p io n e e r  s tu d ie s  b u t  have been  d e p asse^ s in c e .  They a r e  A in s i  
P a r la  l ' Oncle (1928), f i r s t  e th n o g ra p h ic  s tu d y  o f  H a i t i ,  w r i t t e n  by 
P r ic e -M a rs , th e  dean o f  H a i t ia n  e th n o lo g y ; and H e r s k o v i ts 1 L i f e  in  
_a H a it ia n  V a lle y  (1 9 3 7 ), th e  f i r s t  community s tu d y  done in  H a i t i  by 
a s p e c i a l i s t .  Both books have had a s a lu t a r y  e f f e c t  in  s e t t i n g  
h ig h e r  s ta n d a rd s  o f  s c h o la r s h ip  in  r e p o r t in g  on H a i t ia n  s o c ia l
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phenomena.
M ention  sh o u ld  a ls o  be made o f  p e r io d ic a l s  in  th e  s o c ia l  s c ie n c e s  
p u b lis h e d  in  H a i t i .  Among th e  b e s t  a re  O p tiq u e , a  l i t e r a r y  and c u l ­
t u r a l  rev iew ; th e  B u l l e t i n  du B ureau d 'E th n o lo g ie , an e th n o lo g ic a l  
jo u r n a l ;  and th e  Revue de l a  S o c ie te  H a itie n n e  d 'H i s t o i r e , de 
G eographie  e t  de G e o lo g ie .
Summing up , th e  a u th o r  c o n s id e rs  th e  th r e e  fo llo w in g  books as 
th e  m ost o u ts ta n d in g  o n es: Moreau de S t .  M ery 's  D e sc r ip tio n  de la  
P a r t i e  F ra n c a is e  de l r i s l e  de S a in t  Domingue as th e  p rim ary  so u rce  
book f o r  th e  p a s t ;  L e y b u m 's  The H a i t ia n  P e o p le , f o r  th e  m ost com pre­
h e n s iv e  s o c io lo g ic a l  a n a ly s is  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty ;  and M o ra l 's  Le 
Pays an H a i t ie n  f o r  an  e x te n s iv e  s tu d y  o f con tem porary  H a it ia n  r u r a l  
l i f e .
F o r l i t e r a t u r e  on underdevelopm ent, th e  w orks o f  M yrdal, P re -  
b is c h ,  Shannon, and K rause w ere c o n s u lte d , to  m en tion  a few econom ists 
and s o c io lo g i s t s  who have c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  f i e l d .
D. M ethodology
M a te r ia l  p re s e n te d  in  t h i s  s tu d y  comes from two g e n e ra l  so u rc e s :  
do cu m en ta tio n  a v a i l a b le  and f i e l d  d a ta  c o l le c te d  by th e  a u th o r .
D ocum entation  was lo c a te d  in  an e x te n s iv e  c o l l e c t io n  o f  books, 
p a m p h le ts , a r t i c l e s  and r e p o r t s .  T hese  w ere  c o n su lte d  i n  p u b lic  and 
p r iv a t e  c o l l e c t io n s  in  H a i t i ,  New York C ity , W ashington, D .C ., and 
a t  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty .  S t a t i s t i c a l  and dem ographic d a ta  w ere 
c o l le c te d  from v a r io u s  governm ental so u rc e s  in  H a i t i  and th e  U n ited
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N a tio n s . The lo c a l  H a i t ia n  new spapers w ere read  d a i ly  and any p e r t i ­
n e n t  in fo rm a tio n  was c l ip p e d  and f i l e d  c h ro n o lo g ic a l ly .  A nother 
f r u i t f u l  so u rc e  o f w r i t t e n  d a ta  was some tw en ty  f iv e  term  p a p e rs  on 
a  w ide v a r i e ty  o f H a i t ia n  s o c i a l  q u e s tio n s  w r i t t e n  by th e  a u th o r 's  
advanced s tu d e n ts  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i t e ^ d 'H a i t i .
F ie ld  d a ta  was g a th e re d  d u rin g  th re e  v i s i t s  to  H a i t i .  Two 
s h o r t  re c o n n a is sa n c e  t r i p s  in  1960 w ere fo llow ed  by an ex tended  s ta y  
o f  tw en ty -tw o  months from A ugust 1961 to  June  1963. F ie ld  methods 
u sed  w ere th o se  o f  th e  s o c i a l  a n th r o p o lo g is t ,  nam ely p a r t i c i p a n t -  
o b s e r v a t io n , in te rv ie w s , th e  r e p o r ts  o f  in fo rm an ts  and even  le a rn in g  
th e  v e rn a c u la r  C reo le  lan g u ag e .
A few p o l l s  w ere ta k e n  among " c a p tiv e "  groups such  as u n iv e r ­
s i t y  s tu d e n t s ;  how ever, a t te m p ts  to  u se  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  method 
more e x te n s iv e ly  w ere  d is c o n tin u e d  f o r  s e v e ra l  re a s o n s . F i r s t ,  no 
ad eq u a te  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  p o p u la t io n  sam ple cou ld  b e  d e v ise d  f o r  a  
s tu d y  w hich had as i t s  scope a  t o t a l  s o c ie ty  whose e x a c t number i s  
unknown. S econd ly , sh o u ld  t h i s  u n d e r ta k in g  have been  p o s s ib le ,  
mass in te rv ie w in g  co n d u cted  by s t r a n g e r s ,  w h ile  a c c e p ta b le  in  Ameri­
can  s o c ie ty ,  i s  fo r e ig n  to  th e  H a i t ia n s .  They have an a v e r s io n  to  
and a re  s u sp ic io u s  o f  w hat th e y  c o n s id e r  an  in t r u s io n  in to  t h e i r  
p r i v a t e  l i v e s .  T h ird ,  la r g e  s c a le  in te rv ie w in g  i n  th e  c u r r e n t  
p o l i t i c a l  atm osphere o f  H a i t i  would be tan tam oun t to  su b v e rs iv e  
a c t i v i t i e s  and would have r e s u l t e d  so o n er o r  l a t e r  in  s e r io u s  
p o l i t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  F o u r th , a  s ta n d a rd iz e d  q u e s t io n n a ir e  would 
y ie ld  l i t t l e  v a l id  in fo rm a tio n  from a p o p u la tio n  w hich i s  90
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p e r  c e n t i l l i t e r a t e ,  th e re b y  o f te n  i n a r t i c u l a t e  in  e x p re s s in g  t h e i r  
o p in io n s .
However, i t  i s  f e l t  t h a t  th e  o m issio n  o f  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  
was la r g e ly  com pensated by th e  w e a lth  o f  m a te r ia l  o b ta in e d  in  
p e r s o n a liz e d  u n s tru c tu re d  in te rv ie w s . T h is  m a te r i a l ,  o b ta in e d  
i n d i r e c t l y  b u t in  as m e th o d ic a l a  fa s h io n  as was p o s s ib le ,  d id  n o t  
len d  i t s e l f  to  q u a n t i t a t iv e  t r e a tm e n t .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  t h i s  d a ta  
y ie ld e d  in fo rm a tio n  w hich , combined o r  compared w ith  th e .p e r s o n a l  
o b s e rv a tio n s  o f  th e  a u th o r  and p rim ary  w r i t t e n  s o u rc e s , p ro v id e d  
s u b s t a n t i a l  grounds f o r  some g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s .
1. The P a r t i c i p a n t - O b se rv a tio n  T echnique
The p a r t ic ip a n t - o b s e r v a t io n  te c h n iq u e , as i t s  name s u g g e s ts ,  con­
s i s t s  o f  o b se rv in g  s y s te m a t ic a l ly  a group w h ile  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  i t s  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  i . e . ,  hav ing  a r o le  in  i t s  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  The f i e l d  
w orker u s in g  t h i s  method i s  th e r e f o r e  in v o lv ed  in  a  d u a l s e t  o f  
a c t i v i t i e s :  o b se rv in g  and m eetin g  th e  o b l ig a t io n s  o f  th e  r o le
he has ta k e n .
M ethods o f  o b s e rv a tio n  v a ry  from  one f i e l d  w orker to  a n o th e r  
depending  upon th e  lo c a le  and th e  s o c ie ty  w hich  i s  b e in g  s tu d ie d .
Above a l l ,  he has to  be a l e r t ,  p e r c e p t iv e ,  and s e n s i t i v e ,  f o r  more 
o f te n  th a n  n o t ,  v a lu a b le  in fo rm a tio n  i s  a c q u ire d  from  th e  m ost 
u n p re d ic ta b le  so u rc e s , in  th e  m ost u n l ik e ly  c irc u m s ta n c e s . The 
f i e l d  w o rk e r 's  t r a in in g  in  th e  b e h a v io ra l  s c ie n c e s  en ab le s  him to  
look  f o r  th e  p e r t in e n t  and to  o rg a n iz e  h is  o b s e rv a tio n s  r a p id ly .
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The m ain d i f f e r e n c e  betw een  th e  o b s e rv a tio n s  o f  th e  p h ilo s o p h ic a l  
t r a v e l e r  o f  th e  18 th  and 1 9 th  c e n tu ry , as  p e rc e p t iv e  as he m igh t have 
b een , and th e  f i e l d  r e s e a r c h e r  o f  today  i s  t h a t  th e  l a t t e r  i s  a 
t r a in e d  o b s e rv e r  o rg a n iz in g  and r e l a t i n g  h is  o b se rv a tio n s  s y s te m a t ic a l ly .  
T h e re fo re , h is  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  a re  g e n e r a l ly  more o b je c t iv e  th an  
th o se  o f  th e  t r a v e l e r ,  though  a  know ledge as w e l l  as a  s e n s i t iv e  
aw areness o f  l i f e  and p e o p le  a r e  th e  s to c k  in  t r a d e  o f  b o th .
As m en tioned  above, to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a s o c ia l  group means to  
have a  r o le  and th e re b y  a  s t a t u s  in  t h i s  g ro u p . T h is  i s  th e  m ost 
im p o rta n t a s p e c t  on w hich  h in g e s  th e  su cc e ss  o f  th e  p a r t i c i p a n t -  
o b s e rv a tio n  m ethod. A c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  f l e x i b i l i t y  i s  needed by th e  
p a r t i c i p a n t  in  o rd e r  to  resp o n d  sp o n ta n e o u s ly  to  th e  v a rio u s  and 
u n fa m il ia r  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n s  he i s  c o n fro n te d  w i th .  T h is a b i l i t y  
seems to  be a  p e r s o n a l i t y  t r a i t  r a t h e r  th a n  an  a c q u ire d  s k i l l ,  
though  i t  can  be  c u l t i v a t e d  to  some e x te n t .  The e s s e n t i a l  th in g  
i s  to  e s t a b l i s h  r a p p o r t .  I t  i s  t h i s  re sp o n s iv e  and spontaneous 
i n t e r a c t i o n  w hich  a llo w s th e  i n v e s t i g a t o r ,  as a g u e s t  member o f 
th e  s o c ie ty  he i s  s tu d y in g , to  have  a  h ig h  d eg ree  o f  s o c ia l  p a r t i c i ­
p a t io n  b o th  o f  th e  fo rm al and th e  in fo rm a l ty p e .
The p a r t i c ip a n t - o b s e r v e r  may a sk  many q u e s t io n s ,  f o r  p eo p le  
u s u a l ly  e n jo y  ta lk in g  a b o u t th em selv es  and t h e i r  m i l ie u .  At tim e s , 
h is  s u b je c t s ,  e la t e d  by  t h e i r  r o l e  o f  m en to r, w i l l  go o u t o f  t h e i r  
way to  p ro v id e  a d d i t io n a l  in fo rm a tio n  and seek  o u t th in g s  t h a t  th ey  
b e l ie v e  m igh t i n t e r e s t  him . The in s ig h ts  in to  a  s o c ie ty ,  i t s  
c u l tu r e  and v a lu e  system  sec u re d  by t h i s  te ch n iq u e  canno t be d is p u te d .
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One o f  th e  m a jo r drawbacks o f  th e  p a r t i c ip a n t - o b s e r v a t io n  te c h ­
n iq u e  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  to o  s u b je c t iv e  and does n o t len d  i t s e l f  e a s i l y  
to  c o n tr o ls  by o th e r s .  W hile coded q u e s t io n n a ir e s  ten d  to  d e p e r ­
s o n a l iz e  and pass  o v e r th e  more s u b t le  and o f te n  v i t a l  a s p e c ts  o f  
s o c i a l  a t t i t u d e s ,  th e  r e v e r s e  i s  t r u e  o f  th e  p a r t i c ip a n t - o b s e r v e r .
As M arg are t Mead s a id :  "The c o n c lu s io n s  a re  a ls o  s u b je c t  to  th e
l im i t a t i o n  o f  th e  p e rs o n a l  e q u a tio n . They a re  th e  judgem ents o f  one . 
in d iv id u a l  upon a  mass o f  d a ta ,  many o f  th e  m ost s i g n i f i c a n t  a s p e c ts
' Q
o f  w hich  c an , by t h e i r  v e ry  n a tu re  be  known o n ly  to  ^ETm self[7".u To 
c o u n te r a c t  t h i s  la c k  o f  c o n t r o l ,  th e  p a r t i c ip a n t - o b s e r v e r  m ust be 
aware o f  h is  own a t t i t u d e s ,  e x c e s se s , and b ia s e s ,  i . e . ,  th e  l im i ­
t a t i o n s  o f  h is  own fram e o f  r e f e r e n c e .
A nother h aza rd  o f  th e  p a r t i c ip a n t - o b s e r v a t io n  method i s  th e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  f i e l d  w orker i n t e r n a l i z in g  th e  c u l tu r e  u n d er 
s tu d y . I n  t h i s  c a se , he  en jo y s  h i s  r o le  in  th e  h o s t  s o c ie ty  to  th e  
p o in t  t h a t  he becomes e m o tio n a lly  i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  i t .  A gain m odera- ' 
t io n  and aw areness o f  o n e s e lf  a re  th e  checks on a r a th e r  n a tu r a l  
human phenomenon. I t  i s  n o t n e c e s sa ry  to  "go n a t iv e "  to  be a  good 
p a r t i c ip a n t - o b s e r v e r .  The l a t t e r  sh o u ld  have enough wisdom to  know 
how f a r  he can p a r t i c i p a t e  w ith o u t s te p p in g  o u t o f  th e  b o u n d a rie s  o f ,  
h is  a cc e p ted  r o l e .  G e n e ra lly , once th e  f i e l d  w orker i s  back in  h is  
own c u l t u r a l  s e t t i n g ,  he  w i l l  see  in  r e t r o s p e c t  w here h is  judgm ent
^M argaret Mead, Coming o f  Age in  Samoa (New York: W illiam
Morrow & C o ., 1928), p .  261.
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has been  m o tiv a te d  by e f f e c t  r a th e r  th a n  re a so n . T h is  w r i t e r  i s  th e  
f i r s t  to  adm it t h a t  c e r t a i n  o f  h i s  a t t i t u d e s  have been  m o d ified  by 
h is  e x p e r ie n c e s  as a  p a r t i c ip a n t - o b s e r v e r  in  H a i t i .
P a r t i c  ip a n t-£ b s e r y a tI o n  i n J H a i t i .
I n  a  s e t t i n g  such  as H a i t i  w here th e  o b s e rv e r  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
v i s i b l e  by h is  p h y s ic a l  and c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  to  be m ere ly  an 
o b se rv in g  b y - s ta n d e r  would soon  become awkward. The r o le  o f  th e  
in d ep en d en t f i e l d  r e s e a r c h e r  i s  l i t t l e  u n d e rs to o d  th e r e ,  and a  p e rso n  
who does n o th in g  e l s e  th a n  lo o k in g  around and a sk in g  many q u e s t io n s ,  
ta k in g  n o te s  and p i c t u r e s ,  i s  looked  upon w ith  s u s p ic io n  and h is  
a c t i v i t i e s  would p ro b a b ly  be fa n c ie d  as th o se  o f  a  "spy  f o r  th e  S ta t e  
D epartm en t!"  Or he  m igh t be looked  down upon as a  v ie u x  b la n c  ( t r o p i ­
c a l  tra m p ), a  d e s ig n a t io n  re s e rv e d  f o r  any w h ite  f o r e ig n e r  who comes 
to  l i v e  in  H a i t i  f o r  no a p p a re n t p u rp o se . H a i t ia n s  had t h e i r  
u n fo r tu n a te  e x p e r ie n c e s  w ith  t h i s  l a t t e r  ty p e  w hich  seems to  d r i f t  
upon th e  sh o re s  o f  e v e ry  t r o p i c a l  i s l a n d .
The a u th o r  was sp a re d  t h i s  f a t e  by coming to  H a i t i  as a g ra n te e  
o f  th e  H a i t ia n  governm ent u n d e r th e  In te r-A m e ric a n  C u ltu ra l  Conven­
t i o n .  He was v i s i t i n g  p r o f e s s o r  o f  so c io lo g y  a t  th e  F a c u lte /  
d 'E th n o lo g ie ,  U n iv e r s i te ^ d 1H a i t i ,  and l a t e r  a ls o  a t  th e  H a i t ia n  
Am erican I n s t i t u t e ,  a  b i - n a t i o n a l  c e n te r .  He was te c h n ic a l  and 
a r t i s t i c  a d v is e r  to  th e  T roupe B acoulou , H a i t i ' s  le a d in g  f o lk l o r i c  
g roup . He was th e  e d i t o r  o f  th e  H a i t i  H e ra ld , a w eekly  E n g lish  
language new spaper f o r  a  p e r io d  o f  s i x  months betw een Jan u a ry  and
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J u ly  1962. These v a r io u s  a c t i v i t i e s  b ro u g h t him  in to  d a i ly  c o n ta c t  
and g a in ed  him e n tr e e s  in to  a w ide range o f  o f te n  u n re la te d  and 
o c c a s io n a l ly  c o n f l i c t i n g  g ro u p s . No e f f o r t s  w ere made by th e  a u th o r  
to  c o n ce a l th e  f a c t  t h a t  he was s tu d y in g  H a it ia n  s o c ie ty ,  though  he 
u n d erp lay ed  th e  f a c t .  Some groups showed more i n t e r e s t  in  th e  s tu d y  
th a n  o th e r s ,  b u t a p p a re n tly  no one f e l t  th re a te n e d , w ere th e y  s t u ­
d e n ts ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  businessm en , o f f i c i a l s ,  a r t i s t s ,  th e  c le r g y ,  
th e  Am erican co lo n y , e t c .  The a u th o r  e s ta b l is h e d  a  home in  th e  
suburb  o f  P e t io n v i l l e  and th ro u g h  th e  in te rm e d ia ry  o f  h is  s e r v a n ts ,  
p r a t iq u e s  ( d e a l e r s ) , and n e ig h b o rs  p a r t i c ip a te d  in  th e  d a i ly  round 
o f  home l i f e  in  H a i t i  w ith  a l l  i t s  e x a s p e ra t in g  and p le a s a n t  i n t e r ­
ludes-. The a u th o r 's  e ig h t  y e a r  o ld  g o d -c h ild  s ta y e d  w ith  him and 
th ro u g h  him i n t e r e s t i n g  in s ig h ts  w ere g a in ed  in to  sc h o o l, p la y ­
groups and o th e r  ty p ic a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  w orld  o f  c h i ld r e n  as i t  
i s  i n  H a i t i .
In  o rd e r  to  keep some k in d  o f  sy s te m a tic  o rd e r  in  th e  c o l le c te d  
d a ta ,  i t  was t r a n s c r ib e d  on c a r d s ,  and th e s e  w ere c l a s s i f i e d  by 
to p ic  in  an e la b o r a te  c ro s s - r e f e r e n c e  f i l e .  A d a i ly  jo u rn a l  and a 
f i e l d  t r i p  d ia r y  w ere k e p t w hich proved o f  g re a t  a s s i s ta n c e  f o r  th e  
f i n a l  a n a ly s is  o f  m a te r ia l .  Upon r e - re a d in g  h is  jo u r n a l ,  th e  a u th o r  
was a b le  to  se e  th e  e v o lu tio n a ry  p ro cess  o f  h is  th o u g h ts  and 
im p ress io n s  from  th e  f i r s t  to  th e  l a s t  month s p e n t in  H a i t i .  An 
e x e rp t  from th e  jo u rn a l  m ight g iv e  an id e a  o f a f a i r l y  ty p ic a l  day:
F r id a y  M arch 16, 62:
Got up 6  a .m .;  b r e a k fa s t  in  th e  g a rd en ; drove downtown- to
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new spaper o f f i c e ,  gave a r id e  to  my n e ig h b o r . He to ld  me 
he was u n a b le  to  f i r e  h i s  inco m p eten t ty p i s t ,  b ecau se  she 
i s  th e  m is t r e s s  o f  a to n  to n  m acoute who came by th r e a te n ­
in g  in  th e  o f f i c e  w ith  a gun on h is  h ip .  Dropped by th e  
embassy to  check my m ail--N ew spaper o f f i c e :  new spaper
w i l l  be l a t e  as  u s u a l ,  th e  p r in t i n g  m achine i s  o u t o f  
o rd e r ;  th e  owner w ent to  Miami f o r  a  s h o r t  t r i p  and 
d i d n ' t  le a v e  th e  money f o r  th e  p a y r o l l .  The p r i n t e r s  
a re  f u r io u s ,  one s a id :  " H a i t i  a  b e so in  d 'u n e  re v o lu ­
t i o n  rouge '."  I  am c au g h t in  th e  m idd le  b u t  my sympathy 
i s  w i th  them . They make $7 .0 0  a  week and have fa m il ie s  
to  s u p p o r t .  _
.11 a .m .:  f in i s h e d  p ro o f  re a d in g  and w ent to  th e  A ll ia n c e
f o r  P ro g re ss  p re s s  c o n fe re n c e . I t  looks as i f  th e y  a re  
go ing  to  p ic k  up th e  same o ld  p r o je c t s  w hich  have been  men­
t io n e d  f o r  th e  l a s t  te n  y e a rs  ( h y d r o - e le c t r ic  p l a n t ,  th e  j e t  
a i r p o r t ,  and th e  highway to  th e  s o u th ) .  The d e le g a t io n  had 
no re p ly  when th e  H a i t ia n  j o u r n a l i s t s  asked  them WHEN th e  
a id  w i l l  s t a r t ?  The c o n fe ren c e  was h e ld  a t  th e  M in is t ry  o f  
F in a n c e . I  took  t h i s  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  t r y  to  t r a c e  my check 
w hich i s  l a t e  a g a in  t h i s  m onth.- I  now know th e  w hole 
h ie r a rc h y  from th e  M in is te r  down. F o r tu n a te ly  I  have a  
s tu d e n t  in  one o f  th e  d ep artm en ts  who alw ays t r i e s  to  
speed  my check th ro u g h . I  go th ro u g h  t h i s  same ro u t in e  
ev e ry  m onth.
2 p .m .: lunch  w ith  T . one o f  th e  a t ta c h e  a t  th e  em bassy.
He has a  b e a u t i f u l  home w ith  p o o l so  I  to o k  a  swim. He 
seems to  l i v e  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  w o rld  from  m ine ( th e  w o rld  o f 
th e  "U gly A m erican") and I  f in d  i t  h a rd  to  com m unicate, 
when i t  comes to  d is c u s s in g  H a i t i .  He dropped me o f f  a t  
my o f f i c e  a t  th e  H a i t ia n  Am erican I n s t i t u t e .  R ead-- 
6  p .m .: m et my c la s s  a t  th e  u n iv e r s i t y .  D iscu ssed  Bene­
d i c t ' s  P a t te r n s  o f  C u l tu r e . I  am amazed how some o f  th e  
s tu d e n ts  have th e  n e rv e  to  d is c u s s  w ith o u t hav ing  read  
th e  ass ig n m en t! M eeting  S o c io lo g y  C lub. The s tu d e n ts  
a re . go ing  on a f i e l d  t r i p  to  th e  cem ent p l a n t  tom orrow . I -  
w o n 't  be a b le  to  accompany them b ecau se  o f  th e  new spaper 
b u t I  have  been  th e r e  a l r e a d y . They w i l l  make w r i t t e n  
r e p o r ts  s in c e  th e r e  i s  a  c o n tro v e rs y  among them as  to  
w h e th e r t h i s  fo re ig n  e n te r p r i s e  i s  e x p lo i t in g  H a i t i  o r  n o t .
9 p .m .: on my way home v i s i t e d  a d u l t  l i t e r a c y  c la s s  in
w hich I  have e n ro l le d  one o f  my h o u s e h e lp e rs . He com­
p la in s  t h a t  he i s  w a s tin g  h is  tim e , he i s  n o t le a r n in g  
a n y th in g , th e re  a re  to o  many s tu d e n ts ,  th e  te a c h e r  is  
o f te n  a b se n t and h a l f  th e  tim e th e  e l e c t r i c i t y  i s  o u t .
Home; l a t e  su p p e r , l i s t e n  to  th e  V oice o f  Am erica and 
f e l l  a s le e p  on a  book.
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T h ere  was l i t t l e  s e p a r a t io n  betw een th e  a u th o r 's  work (o b se rv a -  — 
t i o n  and l i f e  ( p a r t i c i p a t i o n ) . As a  p a r t i c ip a n t - o b s e r v e r  he was 
te c h n ic a l ly  on c a l l  tw en ty  fo u r  hours a day.
F ie ld  T r ip s .
The in v e s t i g a t i o n  was n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  to  a s p e c i f i c  a re a  b u t 
em braced th e  R ep u b lic  o f  H a i t i  as a w hole . However, more a t t e n t io n  
was g iv e n  to  P o r t - a u -P r in c e  and v i c i n i t y  w here a l l  th e  p o l i t i c a l ,  
com m ercial, and e d u c a tio n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a re  c o n c e n tra te d . C e n t r a l i z a ­
t i o n  i s  so s t ro n g  t h a t  th e  c a p i t a l  i s  som etim es r e f e r r e d  to  
f a c e t io u s ly  as th e  "R ep u b lic  o f  P o r t - a u - P r in c e ."  I t  i s  in  P o r t-a u -  
P r in c e  t h a t  th e .p o w er s t r u c t u r e  l i e s ,  w here d e c is io n s  a re  made and 
e v e n ts  o c cu r w hich e v e n tu a l ly  a f f e c t  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  c o u n try .
Many s h o r t  f i e l d  t r i p s  w ere made in  th e  a d ja c e n t  re g io n s  o f  
P o r t - a u - P r in c e ,  in c lu d in g  th e  m ountain  a re a  o f  K en sco ff, F u rcy ,
F o r t  J a c q u e s , th e  p la in e  du Cul de S ac , so u th  to  Leogane, n o r th  
to  M o n tro u is  and p o in ts  in te r im .
T h i r te e n  m ajo r f i e l d  t r i p s  w ere u n d e rtak en  co v erin g  m ost o f  
th e  r e p u b l ic  ex ce p t th e  n o rth w e s t p e n in su la  w hich was in a c c e s s ib le  
(s e e  append ix  1 ) .  T hese t r i p s  w ere ta k en  d u rin g  th e  many h o lid a y s  
and lo n g  v a c a tio n s  w hich  p u n c tu a te  th e  H a i t ia n  sc h o o l c a le n d a r .
Over f i f t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  a u th o r 's  s tu d e n ts  came from  th e  p ro v in ces  
and many ex ten d ed  in v i t a t i o n s  to  v i s i t  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  r e g io n .
They accom panied th e  w r i t e r  on th e s e  t r i p s . .  Modes o f  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  
em ployed v a r ie d  betw een  c a r ,  t r u c k j  b u s , s a i l b o a t ,  s team b o a t, b ic y c le ,
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on f o o t ,  b u t m ost o f te n  on h o rse b a c k . The a u th o r  s ta y e d  in  th e  homes 
o f  h is  s tu d e n ts  o r  f r i e n d s ,  o c c a s io n a l ly  in  a  sm a ll p r o v in c ia l  h o t e l ,  
som etim es in  p e a sa n t h u ts  and even in  m i l i t a r y  b a r ra c k s  when no 
o th e r  accom odations w ere a v a i l a b l e .  The sen se  o f  h o s p i t a l i t y ,  th e  
round o f  v i s i t s ,  th e  d e s i r e  o f  th e  lo c a l  in h a b i ta n ts  to  be o f  
a s s i s ta n c e  and to  b a i l i e  a u d ien ce  ( c r e o le  f o r  " b u l l  s e s s io n s " )  w ere 
overw helm ing. In  once in s ta n c e ,  a  w hole fa m ily  v a c a te d  one o f  th e  
b e t t e r  houses in  town, re a r ra n g e d  i t  w ith  borrow ed f u r n i t u r e ,  b u i l t
a tem porary  o u td o o r show er, so t h a t  th e  "A m erican p ro fe s s o r "  would
*
be as co m fo rtab le  as p o s s ib le .  T ra v e l and l iv in g  c o n d it io n s  on 
f i e l d  t r i p s  w ere d i f f i c u l t  a t  tim e s  b u t  as a  w ho le , th e  e x p e r ie n c e  
was a m ost s t im u la t in g  one in  le a rn in g  ab o u t l i f e  in  th e  H a i t ia n  
p ro v in c e s . Run-down P o r t - a u -P r in c e  alw ays seem ed, upon r e tu r n ,  l i k e  
a modem American m e tro p o lis  in  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  19 th  c e n tu ry  s t y l e  
o f  l i f e  in  th e  back  c o u n try .
R eports  of_Inf£rm ants_ and in te r v ie w s .
B esides th e  p e rs o n a l o b s e rv a tio n s  o f  th e  w r i t e r ,  in fo rm a tio n  
was o b ta in e d  th ro u g h  th e  r e p o r ts  o f  in fo rm an ts  and by in te r v ie w s .
I f  one c o n s id e rs  an in fo rm an t as anyone who p ro v id e s  in fo rm a­
t io n ,  th e n  hundreds o f  in fo rm an ts  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  t h i s  s tu d y . How­
e v e r , to  make i t  m ean in g fu l one sh o u ld  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  betw een ty p es
i
o f in fo rm a n ts . In fo rm an ts  u sed  in  t h i s  s tu d y  co u ld  be  c l a s s i f i e d  
as fo llo w s : seco n d ary , p rim ary  and e x p e r t  in fo rm a n ts .
Secondary in fo rm an ts  w ere p eo p le  who re v e a le d  im p o rtan t
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in fo rm a tio n  in  a  c a s u a l  o r  a c c id e n ta l  way, o r  p eo p le  who c o n tr ib u te d  
o n ly  te m p o ra r i ly  o r  to  a  s p e c i f i c  f a c e t  o f  th e  s tu d y . The r e l a t i o n ­
s h ip  betw een th e  a u th o r  and th e s e  in fo rm an ts  rem ained on th e  
seco n d ary  l e v e l .
In  c o n t r a s t ,  p rim ary  in fo rm an ts  worked r e g u la r ly  and w ere 
f a m i l i a r  w ith  th e  s tu d y . They w ere  r e c r u i t e d  among th e  a u th o r 's  
s tu d e n t s ,  f r i e n d s ,  and s e r v a n ts ,  and re p re s e n te d  ro u g h ly  th e  v a r io u s  
s o c i a l  s t r a t a  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty .  They w ere a r t i c u l a t e  abou t t h e i r  
own p a r t i c u l a r  w o rld . They w ere chosen  becau se  o f a v a i l a b i l i t y  and 
sym pathy. I t  was n o t o n ly  a  q u e s t io n  o f  ch o o sin g  them b u t  t h e i r  
w i l l in g n e s s  to  work w ith  th e  a u th o r .  T here  was much s o c ia l  i n t e r ­
a c t io n  betw een  th e  a u th o r  and h is  tw en ty -odd  p rim ary  in fo rm a n ts .
About fo u r  in fo rm an ts  worked f o r  th e  e n t i r e  p e r io d  o f  th e  s tu d y  and 
a c tu a l ly  h e lp ed  w ith  some o f th e  r e s e a r c h .  They w ere s u b je c te d  to  
group and' d e p th  in te rv ie w s  and w ere c o n su lte d  on any new q u e s tio n  o r  
h y p o th e s is  t h a t  m igh t come u p . Sometimes th e y  w ere in  d isag reem en t 
w ith  th e  a u th o r 's  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and many even ings o f  s t im u la t in g  
d is c u s s io n s  a r e  remembered.
E x p ert in fo rm an ts  w ere p e o p le  who. w ere s p e c i a l i s t s  in  t h e i r  
r e s p e c t iv e  f i e l d s  and co n sen ted  to  have " t h e i r  b r a in s  p ic k e d 1" They 
in c lu d e d  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s ,  h i s t o r i a n s ,  e co n o m ists , a g ro n o m is ts , 
la b o r  l e a d e r s ,  p r o f e s s o r s ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  e t c .  G e n e ra lly  th e se  
p eo p le  w ere in te rv ie w e d  more fo rm a lly  and in  th e  s p e c i f i c  a re a  o f  
t h e i r  com petence.
In  g e n e r a l ,  in te rv ie w in g  was in te g r a te d  w ith  o b s e rv a tio n  and
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9p a r t i c ip a t io n , '  and aimed f o r  a  w ide scope o f  in fo rm a tio n . . T h e re fo re  
o n ly  u n se ru c tu re d  o r  open-ended in te rv ie w s  w ere made and th e y  w ere 
re s e rv e d  f o r  p rim ary  and e x p e r t  in fo rm a n ts . An e f f o r t  was alw ays 
made to  m a in ta in  an in fo rm a l a tm osphere  d u rin g  in te rv ie w in g  so as 
to  make th e  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  as n a tu r a l  as p o s s ib le ,  th e re b y  
encou rag ing  s p o n ta n e i ty  o f  re sp o n se . F o r t h i s  re a so n , n o te s  w ere 
on ly  r a r e ly  ta k e n  d u rin g  th e  in te r v ie w s .  Whenever p o s s ib le ,  as soon 
as th e  in te rv ie w  was o v e r i t  was w r i t t e n  up ro u g h ly . L a te r  in te rv ie w s  
w ere t r a n s l a t e d ,  t r a n s m it te d  to  c a rd s  w ith  so u rc e s  m entioned and 
in te g r a te d  w ith  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  f i e l d  d a ta .
The q u e s t io n  o f  rew ards f o r  in fo rm a tio n  d id  n o t  p r e s e n t  i t s e l f ,  
f o r  e x p e r t  in fo rm an ts  and as a r u le  seco n d ary  in fo rm an ts  d id  n o t 
r e a l i z e  th e  r o l e  th e y  w ere p la y in g . When th e y  d id ,  w h a tev er sm all 
fa v o r  o r  g i f t  a p p ro p r ia te  to  th e  s i t u a t i o n  was ex ten d ed .
I n  th e  c a s e  o f  p rim ary  in fo rm a n ts , th e  q u e s t io n  o f  rew ards 
was more c o m p lic a te d . They w ere v o lu n te e rs  and worked on a  f r i e n d ­
s h ip  b a s i s .  However, f r ie n d s h ip  p a t te r n s  in  L a t in  America a re  
q u i te  dem anding; one e x p ec ts  much o u t o f  a  f r ie n d  and r e c ip r o c a l ly  
one has many o b l ig a t io n s .  The a u th o r  t r i e d  to  f u l f i l l  h is  o b l ig a ­
t io n s  to  th e  p e o p le  who w ere h e lp in g  him in  many ways,, such as 
h e lp in g  them o b ta in  employment, fe l lo w s h ip s ,  v i s a s ,  e t c .  Sometimes 
i t  became v e ry  in v o lv e d , and to  t h i s  day th e  involvem ent i s  n o t o v e r.
®For an e x c e l le n t  a r t i c l e  on th e  s u b je c t ,  s e e  Benjam in D. P a u l, 
" In te rv ie w  T echniques and F ie ld  R e la t io n s h ip s "  in  A. K roeber, 
A nthropology  Today (C hicago: U n iv e r s i ty  o f  C hicago P r e s s ,  1953).
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Language j a s  a  T o o l.
S in c e  F rench  i s  th e  o f f i c i a l  la n g u a g e 'o f  H a i t i  and th e  a u th o r  
speaks i t  f l u e n t l y ,  i t  was f e l t  a t  f i r s t  t h a t  th e r e  would be no 
language p rob lem . However, more th a n  85 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  
do n o t  u n d e rs ta n d  F ren ch  and u se  th e  v e rn a c u la r  c r e o le  e x c lu s iv e ly .  
Every H a i t ia n  speaks c r e o le  and even  th e  e l i t e  who use  F ren ch  as 
t h e i r  b a s ic  language la p s e  in to  c r e o le  in  t h e i r  in t im a te  i n t e r a c t i o n s .  
The d i r e c tn e s s  o f  th e  language in  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  ro u n d -ab o u t way 
th in g s  a re  s a id  in  F ren c h , i t s  e x p re s s iv e n e s s ,  warmth and humor ■ 
make i t  a v e ry  a p p e a lin g  language to  ev ery o n e .
The a u th o r  f e l t  t h a t  s in c e  su ch  a  la rg e  p o r t io n  o f  th e  p o p u la ­
t i o n  d id  n o t  speak  F ren ch  and s in c e  c r e o le  was th e  language o f
in tim a c y , i t  was im p o rta n t f o r  him to  a c q u ire  i t .  C reo le  i s  n o t a  
lin g u a  f r a n c a  b u t  r a t e s  th e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o f  language even though a 
l im i te d  one. W hile  c r e o le  has an A fr ic a n  g ram m atical s t r u c t u r e ,  
more th a n  95 p e r  c e n t o f  i t s  v o c a b u la ry  is  F rench  d e r iv e d , making 
i t  r e l a t i v e l y  easy  to  le a r n  f o r  th o se  who speak  F ren ch . I t  took  
th e  a u th o r  s ix  months o f  c o n c e n tra te d  e f f o r t s  to  speak  c re o le  
f l u e n t l y  and ab o u t a  y e a r  to  u n d e rs ta n d  i t s  more c o l lo q u ia l  n u an ces .
The a c q u is i t io n  o f  c r e o le  p roved  v a lu a b le  in  ex ten d in g  th e
ra n g e  o f  s o c i a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  I t  a llow ed  much g r e a te r  communica­
t i o n .  P eo p le  d id  n o t f e e l  o b lig e d  to  r e v e r t  to  F rench  when ta lk in g  
i n  c r e o le  f o r  th e  sak e  o f  th e  a u th o r .  A t o th e r  t im e s , th e  a u th o r  
o v e rh e a rd  d e l i c a t e  in fo rm a tio n  from  p eo p le  who took i t  f o r  g ra n te d  
he  d id  n o t u n d e rs tan d  c r e o le .
The knowledge o f  c r e o le  and F ren ch  made th e  a u th o r  in d ep en d en t 
o f  th e  in e v i t a b le  b ia s e s  o r  " e d i t in g "  o f  i n t e r p r e t e r s .  The languages 
a ls o  proved  to  be im p o r ta n t to o ls  in  w inn ing  th e  co n fid e n ce  and 
sympathy o f  th e  s u b je c t s .
E. S ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  th e  S tudy  
T h is  w r i t e r  w ent to  H a i t i  b e ca u se  o f  h i s  i n t e r e s t  in  Negro 
c u l tu r e .  D uring h is  two y e a r s  on th e  i s l a n d ,  he  became aw are o f  a  
much more s i g n i f i c a n t  a re a  o f  i n v e s t ig a t i o n  th a n  A fro -F ren ch  c u l ­
t u r a l  s u r v iv a l  and a c c u l tu r a t io n  and c o n c e n tra te d  on th e  c r u c i a l  
problem  o f  underdevelopm ent.
I t  i s  hoped th a t  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  w i l l  c o n t r ib u te  to  th e  
u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  problem s o f  th e  underd ev elo p ed  a re a s  o f  th e  
w o rld , p a r t i c u l a r l y  L a t in  A m erica and s p e c i f i c a l l y  H a i t i .  I t  i s  
hoped th a t  t h i s  c a s e -s tu d y  o f  H a i t i  m ig h t be o f  s ig n i f ic a n c e  to  th e  
co m p ara tiv e ly  new f i e l d  o f  th e  so c io lo g y  o f  underdevelopm ent. H a i t i  
r e p re s e n ts  a  un iq u e  c o n s t e l l a t i o n  o f  p rob lem s, b u t  th e s e  problem s 
ta k e n  in d iv id u a l ly  a re  found in  o th e r  underd ev elo p ed  a re a s  le a d in g  
to  th e  assum ption  th a t  a  c o n s t r u c t iv e  and r e le v a n t  s o c i a l  th e o ry  o f  
developm ent m ight e v e n tu a l ly  be p o s s ib le .
I t  i s  a ls o  hoped t h a t  t h i s  s tudy  w i l l  sp u r  s tu d e n ts  o f  H a i t ia n  
s o c ie ty  to  c o n t r ib u te  r e s e a rc h  o f  a  more s p e c ia l iz e d  n a tu re  in  o rd e r  
to  b u i ld  a s y s te m a tic  in v e n to ry  o f  s o c ia l  phenomena in  H a i t i .
F in a l ly  i t  i s  hoped t h a t  th e  c a s u a l  r e a d e r  who runs a c ro ss  t h i s  
s tu d y  m igh t g a in  a sy m p a th e tic  a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  a  s o c ie ty  w hich in
s p i t e  o f  monumental o b s ta c le s  has managed to  c r e a te  and m a in ta in  a 
n a t io n  w ith  a  c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t y  o f  i t s  own.
I f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  does no more th a n  in tro d u c e  th e  r e a d e r  
to  an .u n d erd ev e lo p ed  n a t io n ,  i t s  s o c ie ty ,  i t s  c u l tu r e  and i t s  
problem s and make him aw are o f  some o f  th e  fo rc e s  a t  work in  such  
a  s o c ie ty ,  i t  w i l l  have ach iev ed  i t s - c e n t r a l  p u rp o se .
CHAPTER I I
. _ THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
H a i t i  was d is c o v e re d  by C h r is to p h e r  Columbus on h is  f i r s t  
voyage to  th e  New W orld in  1492. He c a l l e d  th e  i s la n d  "La I s l a  
E sp an o la"—l a t e r  l a t i n i z e d  to  H is p a n io la —and e s ta b l i s h e d  a  tem po­
ra ry  s e t t le m e n t  n e a r  th e  p r e s e n t  c i t y  o f  C a p -H a itie n . The a b o r ig in e s  
o f  th e  is la n d  w ere th e  Arawak In d ia n s  e s t im a te d  ab o u t one m i l l io n .  
They had a s im p le  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n iz a t io n  made up o f  f iv e  n a tio n s  o r  
c a c iq u a ts  (se e  f ig u r e  1 ) .
A lthough th e  i n i t i a l  c o n ta c t  betw een th e  lo c a l  p o p u la tio n  and 
th e  c o n q u is ta d o re s  was f r i e n d ly ,  i t  soon d e te r io r a te d  a t  th e  expense 
o f  th e  In d ia n s  who w ere e x p lo i te d ,  m assacred  o r  e n s la v e d . The 
In d ia n  p o p u la tio n  dw indled  a t  an a la rm in g  r a t e  as th e y  w ere u n ab le  
to  a d ju s t  to  c o n d it io n s  o f  s e r v i tu d e  and had no immunity to  new 
d is e a s e s  b ro u g h t by th e  S p a n ia rd s . By 1507, th e r e  w ere 60,000 
In d ia n s  le f t . '* ' I f  th e  o r i g i n a l  e s t im a te  i s  c o r r e c t ,  94 p e rc e n t  o f  
th e  In d ia n  p o p u la tio n  was e x te rm in a te d  w i th in  15 y e a r s .
The ra p id  d ec im a tio n  o f  th e  In d ia n s  made la b o r  s c a rc e  in  
t h i s  in f a n t  co lo n y  and i t  was su g g es te d  to  im p o rt N egroes from
^Thomas M adiou, H is to i r e  d ' H a i t i ,  V ol. I  (P o r t- a u -P r in c e :  
Im p rim erie  C henet, 1922), p . 13.
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F ig u re  1 . Map o f  th e  In d ia n  n a t io n s  on th e  i s la n d  o f  H is p a n io la  c i r c a  1492. D o rs a in v i l ,  0 £ .  c i t . ,
p .  8 .
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A f r ic a .  . As e a r ly  as  1503, A fr ic a n  s la v e s  w ere  p re s e n t  in  H a i t i ,  b u t 
more th a n  a c e n tu ry  p assed  b e fo re  m assive  s la v e  im p o rt became an 
e s ta b l i s h e d  p r a c t i c e .  M eanw hile th e  co lony  d e c lin e d  a f t e r  i t s  f i r s t  
t h i r t y  y e a rs  o f  e x is te n c e .  Gold m ines w ere ru n n in g  o u t and many 
S p an ia rd s  moved on to  Cuba, M exico, and Peru-. By 1545, h a l f  a  c e n tu ry  
a f t e r  d is c o v e ry , th e  p o p u la t io n  o f  th e  i s la n d  coun ted  o n ly  1 1 , 0 0 0  
p eo p le  and c o n tin u e d  to  d e c re a s e .
French  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  th e  i s la n d  began around 1625. At t h a t  
tim e  a few F rench  a d v e n tu re rs  s e t t l e d  on th e  in la n d  o f  T o rtu g a  o f f  
th e  n o rth w e s t c o a s t  o f  H a i t i .  These w ere th e  n o to r io u s  buccan eers
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and f i l i b u s t e r s  l iv in g  by h u n tin g  and p i r a c y .  G ra d u a lly  th ey  occu­
p ie d  th e  s p a r s e ly  in h a b i te d  w e s te rn  p a r t  o f  th e  i s l a n d .  By th e  end 
o f  th e  c e n tu ry  th e y  had g a in ed  a  s t ro n g  enough fo o th o ld  f o r  F ran ce  to  
c la im  th e  co lo n y . By th e  t r e a t y  o f  Ryswick in  1697, S p a in  ceded to  
F ran ce  th e  w e s te rn  t h i r d  o f  H is p a n io la  w hich  became known as S a in t  
Domingue.
2The s u g g e s tio n  was made by th e  man who w ent down in  h i s to r y  as 
th e  ’’p r o te c to r "  o f th e  In d ia n s :  th e  Dom inican monk Las Casas who
l iv e d  a t  one tim e  in  H is p a n io la . "Thus he became th e  in v o lu n ta ry  
accom plice  to  a  crim e as r e v o l t in g  as th e  one a g a in s t  w hich h is  
r ig h te o u s  and generous n a tu re  opposed i t s e l f . "  J .  C. D o rs a in v il ,  
M anuel d ' H is to i r e  d 1 H a i t i  (P o r t - a u -P r in c e :  H en ri Deschamps, 1958),
p . 23 .
^ h e  term  b u ccan eer i s  d e r iv e d  from  th e  F ren ch  b o u c an e r: to
smoke m eat in  th e  open in  th e  m anner o f  th e  I n d ia n s .  The term  was 
f i r s t  a p p lie d  to  th e  F rench  s e t t l e r s  in  H a i t i  who l iv e d  in  a  s o r t  
o f  sy m biosis  w ith  th e  f i l i b u s t e r s .  The l a t t e r  w ere f r e e b o o te rs  o r  
p i r a t e s  who p reyed  upon s h ip s .  In  exchange o f  arms and o b je c ts  th e  
b u ccan eers  p ro v id ed  food to  th e  f i l i b u s t e r s  and e n te re d  in to  m utual 
a id  a s s o c ia t io n s  w ith  them.
D uring th e  18 th  c e n tu ry , th e  co lo n y  o f  S a in t  Domingue developed  
r a p id ly .  New im m igrants from  F ran ce  o rg a n iz e d  p la n ta t io n s  w hich  p ro ­
duced h ig h ly  p r o f i t a b l e  s t a p l e s  such  as s u g a r ,  c o t to n ,  c o f fe e  and 
in d ig o . C a p i ta l  in v estm en ts  w ere made in  ro a d s , i r r i g a t i o n ,  su g a r 
r e f i n e r i e s ,  and seco n d ary  in d u s t r i e s  w ere e s t a b l i s h e d .  The a c u te  
s h o r ta g e  o f  la b o r  was m et by a r a p id  in c re a s e  in  th e  s la v e  t r a f f i c .
A t r i a n g l e  ro u te  l in k e d  th e  A n t i l l e s  to  Europe and A f r i c a .  B oats 
loaded  w ith  su g arcan e  l e f t  S a in t  Domingue f o r  N antes and Bordeaux in  
F ra n c e , lo ad ed  th e r e  w ith  t r i n k e t s  to  be exchanged on th e  G uinea 
C o as t, and re tu rn e d  to  th e  i s la n d  w ith  human c a rg o . By th e  second 
h a l f  o f  th e  1 8 th  c e n tu ry , S a in t  Domingue had  become th e  m ost p ro s ­
perous F ren ch  co lo n y  and th e  so u rc e  o f  immense re v e n u e s . I t  was 
a ls o  c o n s id e re d  th e  r i c h e s t  c o lo n ia l  p o s s e s s io n  in  th e  w o rld . I t  
s u p p lie d  tw o - th i rd s  o f  th e  o v e rsea s  tr a d e  o f  F ra n c e . I t  p roduced
m ost o f  th e  c o f fe e  and su g a r  f o r  E urope. I t s  combined e x p o r ts  and
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im ports  w ere v a lu ed  a t  more th a n  $140 m i l l i o n s ,  a  f ig u r e  n ev er 
su rp a sse d  s in c e .
The go lden  e ra  o f  p r o s p e r i ty  f o r  S a in t  Domingue l a s t e d  f o r  a 
r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  p e r io d  from  1730 th ro u g h  1790. D uring  th e s e  60 
y e a r s ,  enormous fo r tu n e s  w ere made and l o s t .  The p r e v a i l in g  a tm os­
p h e re  in  th e  co lo n y  was t h a t  o f  o s t e n t a t io n ,  g reed  and je a lo u s y  and 
a l l  th e  e x ce sse s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  r a p id  w e a lth  and th e  e x p lo i t a t io n  
o f  th e  many by th e  few. An uneasy  c la s s  s t r u c t u r e  d e s t in e d  to  end
^L eyburn, 0 £ .  c i t . , p . 15.
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i n  s e r io u s  c o n f l i c t  r e s u l t e d .  At th e  to p  w ere th e  h ig h  o f f i c i a l s  and 
th e  im p o rtan t p la n te r s  known as  g rands b la n e s  who le d  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  
b ran d  o f  c r e o le  h ig h  l i f e  w ith  i t s  lu x u ry , e x tra v a g a n c e , s t a t e l y  
m ansions and long  s o jo u rn s  in  F ra n c e .' They looked  down upon th e  
p e t i t s  b la n e s  o r  b la n e s  m anants who w ere th e  sh o p -k e e p e rs , th e  
a r t i s a n s  and o th e r  w h ite s  o f  l e s s e r  m eans. In  tu r n  b o th  groups drew 
a  s o c i a l  b a r r i e r  betw een th em selv es  and th e  gens de c o u le u r  o r  
a f f r a n c h i s . The l a t t e r  w ere f r e e  p e o p le  o f  c o lo r ,  m o s tly  m u la t to e s , 
who had emerged as a  d i s t i n c t  c la s s  n e a r ly  as la rg e  as th e  w h ite s  
and who sh a re d  many o f  t h e i r  p r i v i l e g e s .  R e la tio n s  betw een th e se  
groups w ere  f r a u g h t  w ith  d i s t r u s t  and h o s t i l i t y  and in  tu rn  th ey  a l l  
fe a re d  th e  mass o f  s la v e s  who re p re s e n te d  ab o u t 90 p e rc e n t o f  th e  
•p o p u la tio n  and on whose la b o r  t h e i r  p re c a r io u s  p r o s p e r i ty  depended.
A. S tru g g le  f o r  Independence 
I t  was in e v i t a b l e  t h a t  th e  F ren ch  r e v o lu t io n  o f  1789 w ith  i t s  
id e a l  o f  l i b e r t y  and e q u a l i ty  sh o u ld  have re p e rc u s s io n s  in  S a in t  
Domingue. On one s id e  th e  p l a n t e r 's  c l a s s ,  a larm ed  by th e  re v o ­
lu t io n a r y  D e c la ra t io n  o f  th e  R ig h ts  o f  Man and i t s  menace to  th e  
c o lo n ia l  s o c i a l  sy stem , p re s s e d  f o r  a  s p e c ia l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  
S a in t  Domingue, c h a lle n g e d  F ren ch  c o lo n ia l  a u th o r i ty  and th re a te n e d  
to  e s t a b l i s h  s e lf -g o v e rn m e n t f r e e  o f  m e tro p o li ta n  in te r f e r e n c e .  
O pposing them w ere th e  a f f r a n c h i s . I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e i r  eq u a l r ig h t s  
as f r e e  men g u a ra n te e d  by th e  Code N o ir  o f  1685, t h i s  l a t t e r  group 
w ere th e  v ic tim s  d u rin g  th e  18 th  c e n tu ry  o f  an in c re a s in g  number o f
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d is c r im in a to ry  lo c a l  s t a t u t e s  aimed a t  c u rb in g  t h e i r  grow ing power 
and w e a lth  and h u m il ia t in g  them s o c i a l l y .  I n  s p i t e  o f  th e s e  r e s t r i c ­
t i o n s ,  th e y  owned one t h i r d  o f  a l l  th e  la n d  and one f o u r th  o f  a l l  
th e  s la v e s .  Many gens de c o u le u r  w ith  no h i s t o r y  o f  s la v e ry  in  
t h e i r  f a m ilie s  f o r  s e v e r a l  g e n e ra t io n s  had  a  b e t t e r  e d u c a tio n  and 
s u p e r io r  s t y l e . o f  l i f e  th a n  th e  p e t i t s  b la n e s . They w anted  f u l l  
p o l i t i c a l  f r a n c h is e  and an end to  h u m il ia t in g  c a s t e l i k e  d i s t i n c t i o n s .  
The p la n te r s  w ere  u n w ill in g  to  compromise and r e t a l i a t e d  by a c ts  o f  
in t im id a t io n  and b r u t a l i t y .  Two .of th e  le a d e rs  o f  th e  a f f r a n c h is  
w ere b roken  a t  th e  w h e e l. U n re s t r e s u l t e d  and b e la t e d ly  th e  F rench  
N a tio n a l Assembly acco rd ed  in  1791 f u l l  p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  to  th e  f r e e  
p eo p le  o f  c o lo r .  However, th e  l a t t e r  had r e a l i z e d  by th e n  t h a t  th e y  
would se c u re  th e  en fo rcem en t o f  t h e i r  r i g h t s  o n ly  by f o r c e .
A t t h i s  c r u c i a l  p o in t  an  u n ex p ec ted  e v e n t o c c u r re d . O bserv ing  
th e  p o l i t i c a l  fe rm en t o f  th e  tim e , th e  s la v e s  r e v o l te d  on t h e i r  own 
arid s t a r t e d  a c i v i l  w ar w hich  was to  l a s t  on and o f f  f o r  13 y e a r s .
The in s u r r e c t io n  sp re a d  l i k e  w ild  f i r e ,  w ith  m assacres  and a t r o c i t i e s  
in  i t s  wake. F r a n c e 's  e f f o r t s  to  re g a in  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  i s la n d  
f a i l e d ;  so d id  England and S p a in 's  u n s u c c e s s fu l  in t e r v e n t io n s .  W ith 
no o th e r  c h o ic e , th e  F rench  com m issioners in  S a in t  Domingue o f f i c i a l l y  
a b o lis h e d  s la v e ry  in  1793. T h is  a c t  was as  u n p o p u la r w ith  th e  
a f f r a n c h is  as i t  was w ith  th e  w h ite  p l a n t e r s .  Both groups had v e s te d  
i n t e r e s t s  in  s la v e r y ;  th e  gens de c o u le u r  had m ere ly  w anted  t h e i r  
s h a re  in  govern ing  th e  i s l a n d .  However, r i g i d  tre a tm e n t o f  th e  f r e e  
p e o p le  o f  c o lo r  le d  to  t h e i r  c o l la b o r a t io n  w ith  th e  s la v e s  who w ere
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in c l in e d  to  be  f r i e n d ly  to  them .
At t h i s  tim e an e x tr a o r d in a r y  p e rso n , T o u s s a in t  L o u v e rtu re , 
app eared  on th e  sc e n e . The " f i r s t  o f  th e  b la c k s ,"  as he was c a l l e d ,  
was d e s t in e d  to  com plete  th e  em an c ip a tio n  o f  th e  s la v e s  and e x p e l th e  
F ren ch  from  th e  i s l a n d .  B om  a s la v e  and h av in g  sp e n t th e  f i r s t  40 
y e a rs  o f  h is  l i f e  in  s la v e r y ,  he ro s e  r a p id ly  to  prom inence d u rin g  
th e  s la v e  in s u r r e c t io n .  He se rv e d  b r i e f l y  w ith  th e  S p an ish  Army 
w here he earn ed  th e  com m ission o f  g e n e ra l b u t th e n  d e fe c te d  to  th e  
F rench  and in  a  s h o r t  tim e r e s to r e d  o rd e r to  th e  s t r i f e - t o r n  co lony  
a f t e r  s u c c e s s f u l ly  r e p e l l in g  E n g lis h  and S p a n ish  in te r v e n t io n s .  He 
became th e  u n d isp u te d  m a s te r  r e s p e c te d  by a l l .  He d is p a tc h e d  an army 
to  th e  S p an ish  p a r t  o f  th e  i s la n d  and r a p id ly  b ro u g h t th e  w hole 
i s la n d  u n d e r h is  c o n t r o l .  H is p e rs o n a l p r e s t i g e  was so g r e a t  t h a t  
in  s h o r t  o rd e r  he g o t th e  e x - s la v e s  back to  work on th e  p la n ta t io n s  
on a  s h a r e c ro p p e r 's  a rran g em en t. P ro d u c tio n  had p r a c t i c a l l y  ceased  
f o r  some y e a r s ,  b u t p r o s p e r i ty  and s t a b i l i t y  re tu rn e d  a lm o st imme­
d ia t e ly  under h is  le a d e r s h ip .  H is a u th o r i ty  now e s t a b l i s h e d , •T o u ssa in t 
c a l l e d  an assem bly  in  1801 w hich  adopted  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  th e  
co lony  and confirm ed  h is  t i t l e  as governor g e n e ra l  f o r  l i f e  f o r  th e  
w hole i s l a n d .  Napoleon B o n ap a rte , th en  f i r s t  co n su l who r e f e r r e d  to  
T o u ssa in t d e r o g a to r i ly  as th e  " g i ld e d  A f r ic a n ,"  c o n s id e re d  t h i s  a c t  
tan tam oun t to  s e c e s s io n  and o rg a n iz e d  a p o w erfu l e x p e d it io n  under 
th e  le a d e rs h ip  o f  h is  b r o th e r - in - la w  G eneral L e c le rc  to  r e g a in  c o n tro l  
o f  th e  co lo n y . T o u s sa in t L o u v e rtu re  was tr e a c h e ro u s ly  lu re d  in to  a 
t r a p  and s e n t  to  F ran ce  as a p r i s o n e r  where he d ie d  s h o r t ly  a f t e r  in
\
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1803. N o tw ith s ta n d in g  t h i s  s e tb a c k , h i s  fo l lo w e rs , le d  by G enera l 
D e s s a l in e s ,  C h ris to p h e  and P e t io n  and sp u rre d  by th e  news th a t  s la v e ry  
had been  r e e s ta b l i s h e d  i n  M a rtin iq u e  and G uadaloupe, renewed t h e i r  
s t r u g g le  a g a in s t  th e  F ren ch  t ro o p s ,  t h e  war l a s t e d  one y e a r  d u rin g
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w hich  th e  F ren ch  arm y, r e in f o r c e d  s e v e r a l  t im e s , was decim ated  by 
f ig h t in g  and th e  rav ag e  o f  m a la r ia  and yellow  fe v e r  ep id em ics . A f te r  
th e  d e a th  o f  G en era l L e c le rc  and th e  l a s t  d e f e a t  o f  th e  F ren ch  Army, 
G en era l Rochambeau s ig n e d  an a r m is t ic e  in  November 1803.
On Ja n u a ry  1, 1804, D e ssa l in e s  p ro c la im ed  th e  independence  o f  th e  
o ld  F ren ch  co lo n y  o f  S a in t  Domingue. He r e s to r e d  to  i t  th e  o r ig i n a l  
In d ia n  name o f  H a i t i  and gave i t  i t s  own f l a g ,  re d  and b lu e ,  by 
s y m b o lic a lly  r ip p in g  o u t th e  w h ite  o f  th e  F rench  t r i c o l o r .  Thus, 
a f t e r  d e fe a t in g  th e  m ost p o w erfu l army o f  th e  tim e , H a i t i  became 
th e  f i r s t  Negro n a t io n  in  th e  w o rld , and th e  second n a t io n  a f t e r  th e  
U n ited  S ta te s  to  e s t a b l i s h  an in d e p en d e n t governm ent on th e  Am erican 
c o n t in e n t .
I t  was F r a n c e 's  l a s t  a t te m p t to  r e g a in  th e  l o s t  co lo n y  o f 
S a in t  Domingue. I t  was a ls o  th e  end o f  N ap o leo n 's  hope to  ca rv e  
a v a s t  F rench  c o lo n ia l  em pire in  N o rth  A m erica, f o r  th e  army w hich  
was needed to  h o ld  i t  had been d e s tro y e d  in  S a in t  Domingue. T h is  
f a c t  c o n tr ib u te d  to  N ap o leo n 's  o f f e r  to  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  to  s e l l  th e  
v a s t  re g io n  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  P u rch ase  i n  1803.
B. E a r ly  Days o f  th e  R epublic
Jea n  Jacq u es  D e ssa lin e s  was p ro c la im ed  G overnor f o r  l i f e  o f  
H a i t i .  The m ost p re s s in g  ta s k  fa c in g  h i s  new n a t io n  was to  defend
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i t s e l f  from  any f u r th e r  a tte m p t by F ran ce  to  re g a in  th e  c o lo n y . A 
s t r i c t  m i l i t a r y  reg im e was m a in ta in e d  and much energ y  was d ev o ted  to  
b u i ld in g  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s .  H is f a n a t i c a l  h a t r e d  o f  th e  F rench  le d  him 
to  an a c t  o f  vengeance o f  ex trem e c r u e l ty .  A few months a f t e r  in d e ­
pendence, he o rg a n iz e d  th e  s y s te m a tic  m assacre  o f  a l l  rem ain ing  
F rench  r e s id e n ts  in  H a i t i . ^  C h ild re n  and women w ere n o t s p a re d , b u t 
p r i e s t s ,  d o c to rs  and o th e r  F ren ch  c i t i z e n s  who co u ld  be  u s e f u l  to  
th e  new n a t io n  w ere l e f t  unharm ed. P re c a u tio n s  w ere ta k en  so t h a t  no 
w h ite s  o th e r  th a n  th e  F ren ch  w ere s la u g h te re d .  The p a s s io n  o f  th e  
p e r io d  e x p la in s  t h i s  m assacre  w ith o u t j u s t i f y i n g  i t  m o ra lly , and i t  
won f o r  H a i t i  th e  a l i e n a t i o n  o f  th e  c i v i l i z e d  w o rld . D e ssa lin e s  
. tu rn e d  h is  energy  n e x t to  th e  su b m iss io n  o f  th e  S p an ish  p a r t  o f  th e  
i s la n d  w hich had p u t i t s e l f  u n d e r th e  p r o te c t io n  o f  th e  F rench  a f t e r  
th e  f a l l  o f  T o u s s a in t L o u v e r tu re . He f a i l e d  in  th i s  a tte m p t and 
a f t e r  p ro c la im in g  h im s e lf  Emperor Jacq u es  I ,  i n  im i ta t io n  o f  
N apoleon, he d ev o ted  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  to  re o rg a n iz in g  h is  new c o u n try .
I n  h is  p o s i t io n  o f  a b s o lu te  r u l e r  he fo rc e d  th e  b la c k  m asses back 
on th e  p la n ta t io n s  as  s e r f s  and m a in ta in ed  o rd e r  by f o r c e .  However, 
he fa re d  le s s  w e l l  when he a tte m p te d  to  s e t t l e  th e  d e l i c a te  q u e s tio n  
o f  land  d i s t r i b u t i o n  w hich  e v e n tu a l ly  c o s t  him h is  l i f e .  He made 
pow erfu l enem ies e s p e c ia l l y  among th e  m u la tto e s  who c la im ed  th e
^The m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  F ren ch  had l e f t .  The exodus began in  1791 
and reach ed  i t s  c lim ax  in  1802. About 10 ,000 , F rench  p l a n t e r s ,  gens 
de c o u le u r  and t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  s la v e s  r e s e t t l e d  in  New O rle a n s .
O thers  r e s e t t l e d  in  o th e r  p a r t s  o f  th e  W est In d ie s  and th e  U n ited  
S ta te s  b u t th e  m a jo r i ty  re tu rn e d  to  F ra n c e .
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e s t a t e s  o f  t h e i r  F ren ch  f a t h e r s .  Added to  t h i s ,  h i s  ty ra n n y  and th e  
c o r ru p t io n  o f  h is  a d m in is t r a t io n  made him th e  o b je c t  o f  f e a r  and 
h a tre d  and le d  to  h is  a s s a s s in a t io n  i n  1806. N o n e th e le s s , he rem ains 
today  th e  n a t io n a l  h e ro  o f  H a i t i  and i s  c o n s id e re d  th e  f a th e r  o f  i t s  
in d ep en d en ce . ^
To b u i ld  a c o u n try  on th e  r u in  and ashes o f  13 y ea rs  o f  b loody  
c i v i l  w ars w i th . th e  fo rm er r u l i n g  c la s s  co m p le te ly  e x te rm in a te d , to  
c r e a te  a  n a t io n  o u t o f  a  mass o f  e x -s la v e s  and a h a n d fu l o f  ed u ca ted  
gens de c o u le u r  was a  momentous t a s k .  From th e  v e ry  b eg in n in g  H a i t i  * 
had no chance to  so lv e  i t s  overw helm ing problem s and embarked on th e  
storm y ro ad  o f  i t s  d e s t in y  armed o n ly  w ith  p o l i t i c a l  independence 
and th e  w i l l  to  m a in ta in  i t s e l f  by day to  day e x p e d ie n ts .
The q u e s t io n  o f  su c c e s s io n  to  D e ssa lin e s  p re s e n te d  i t s e l f  n e x t .
A r e p u b lic  was e s ta b l i s h e d  and Henry C h ris to p h e , Commander o f  th e  Army 
o f th e  N o rth , was named th e  f i r s t  p r e s id e n t  w ith  g r e a t ly  reduced  
pow er. Ig n o r in g  th i s  he moved to  c o n s o l id a te  h is  a u th o r i ty  o v e r th e
e n t i r e  i s la n d  b u t  h is  army was opposed by A lexandre P e t io n ,  Commander
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o f th e  Army o f th e  W est. C h ris to p h e  re tu rn e d  to  C ap -H a itien  w h ile  h is  
a d v e r s a r ie s  e le c te d  P e tio n  p r e s id e n t ,  whereupon H a i t i  became two 
r e p u b l ic s :  one governed  by C h ris to p h e  in  th e  N orth  and th e  o th e r  in
th e  W est, governed by P e t io n .  A few y e a rs  l a t e r  C h ris to p h e  tu rn e d
^ F o re ig n e rs  f a m i l i a r  w ith  H a i t ia n  h i s t o r y  g e n e r a l ly  c o n s id e r  
th e  achievem ents o f  T o u s sa in t L o u v e rtu re  and even Henry G h ris to p h e  
much more o u ts ta n d in g  th a n  th o se  o f  D e ssa lin e s  w hich a re  dw arfed by 
h is  c r u e l ty .  However, H a it ia n s  re v e re  th e  memory o f  D e ssa lin e s  above 
th e  o th e r  h e ro es  o f  independence .
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h is  r e p u b l ic  in to  a  kingdom , crowned h im s e lf  Henry I  and c re a te d  a 
n o b i l i t y .  Bora a  s la v e  and i l l i t e r a t e ,  he was a  dynamic and d ram a tic  
le a d e r .  He r a p id ly  launched  h is  l i t t l e  kingdom  on th e  ro ad  o f  
o rd e r ,  p ro g re s s  and p r o s p e r i ty  th ro u g h  an i r o n - f i s t e d  r u l e .  He 
e s ta b l i s h e d  a  fe u d a l sy stem  m a in ta in in g  la r g e  s c a le  p la n t a t i o n s ,  
tr a d e d  w ith  E urope, f i l l e d  h is  t r e a s u r y  w ith  h a rd  c u rre n c y , e r e c te d  
p u b l ic  b u i ld in g s  among w hich  th e  c o lo s s a l  c i t a d e l  s ta n d s  as a  monument 
o f  w hat d e te rm in a tio n  can  acco m p lish . He d rove  h is  s u b je c ts  r e l e n t ­
l e s s l y .  He' s ta tid s  as th e  o n ly  le a d e r  in  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  H a i t i  who advo­
c a te d  by h is  a c t io n s  t h a t  th e  ro ad  to  p ro g re s s  i s  th ro u g h  d i s c i p l in e  
and h a rd  w ork. U n fo r tu n a te ly  he was ahead o f  h i s  tim e  and h i s  ty r a n ­
n i c a l  m ethods and s t e r n  m easures b ro u g h t r e b e l l i o n  among th e  p e o p le  who 
o n ly  y e s te rd a y  had removed them selves from  th e  yoke o f  s la v e r y .  When . 
he r e a l i z e d  h is  d o w n fa ll was i n e v i t a b le  he s h o t h im s e lf  w ith  a  s i l v e r  
b u l l e t  in  1820. ^
M eanwhile P e t io n 's  r e p u b l ic  in  th e  w e s t ' embarked on a d i f f e r e n t  
p a th . P e t io n ,  a w e l l - to - d o  m u la t to ,  had been  ed u ca ted  in  F ran ce  and 
chose to  r u le  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  in  an a t t i t u d e  o f  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  b o rd e r ­
ing  on in d e c i s io n .  U n lik e  C h ris to p h e  who r e - i n s t i t u t e d  la rg e  s c a le  
p la n ta t io n  to  th e  p r o f i t  o f  th e  s t a t e ,  P e tio n  p a rc e le d  o u t h is  
n a t io n a l  domain to  th e  m u la tto  a r i s to c r a c y ,  to  th e  v e te ra n s  o f  h is  
army and su b se q u e n tly  to  th e  m asses on l e n ie n t  te rm s . W hile he 
ach iev ed  s o c ia l  s t a b i l i t y  by c r e a t in g  a  landow ning p e a s a n try ,  p ro ­
d u c tio n  d e c lin e d  d r a s t i c a l l y .  D uring h is  regim e he gave s a n c tu a ry  and 
h e lp  to  Simon B o liv a r ,  l i b e r a t o r  o f  S ou th  Am erica who in  tu rn  k e p t
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h is  p led g e  to  a b o l is h  s la v e ry  in  th e  t e r r i t o r y  he f r e e d .  As a  w hole 
P e t io n 's  governm ent was a  weak one and when he d ie d  in  1818, a lth o u g h  
he was s in c e r e ly  mourned by h is  p e o p le , he l e f t  a  d iv id e d  co u n try  
w ith  a  t r e a s u r y  p lu n d e red  by h is  o f f i c i a l s .  W hile C h ris to p h e  was 
th e  m ost e f f e c t i v e ,  P e tio n  was th e  m ost humane and p o p u la r  c h ie f  
t h a t  H a i t i  e v e r  p o s se sse d . N o n e th e le s s , many h i s to r i a n s  m a in ta in  
t h a t  many o f  th e  i l l s  o f  th e  f u tu r e  can be t r a c e d  to  h is  a d m in is tr a ­
t i v e  m easu res . I t  was d u rin g  h is  a d m in is t r a t io n  t h a t  th e  form er 
a f f r a n c h is  emerged as a  m u la tto  e l i t e  d e s t in e d  to  dom inate th e  
power s t r u c tu r e  o f  th e  c o u n try .
H is s u c c e ss o r  J e a n - P ie r r e  B oyer, a lso  a  m u la tto  ed u ca ted  in  
F ra n c e , was named p r e s id e n t  f o r  l i f e  and ru le d  f o r  25 y e a r s .  He 
r e u n i te d  th e  n o r th  and so u th  a t  th e  d e a th  o f  C h ris to p h e  in  1820 and 
one y e a r  l a t e r  reannexed  th e  S p an ish  e a s te r n  p a r t  o f  th e  i s l a n d .  F o r 
21 y e a rs  t h e r e a f t e r ,  H a i t i ' c o n t r o l le d  th e  w hole i s l a n d .  In  1825, 
F ran ce  reco g n ized  th e  independence o f  H a i t i  a f t e r  e x t r a c t in g  a  huge 
ind em n ity  f o r  th e  fo rm er F rench  p la n te r s  o f  S a in t  Domingue. T h is  
u n re a so n a b le  d e b t to  F ran ce  and i t s  h u m il ia t in g  c o n d itio n s  w ere to  
cause  many m is fo r tu n e s  and h ig h -handed  fo re ig n  in te r f e r e n c e  in  th e  
f u tu r e .  Y et H a i t i  had no o th e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  b u t  to  seek  in t e r n a t io n a l  
r e c o g n it io n  to  s e c u re  i t s  in d ep en d en t s t a t u s .  Boyer a ls o  i n s t i t u t e d  
a s e r i e s  o f laws and codes such  as th e  c i v i l  and .ru r a l  c o d es . These 
codes e s ta b l i s h e d  m i l i t a r y  governm ent f o r  th e  p e a sa n ts  w h ile  u rban  
d w e lle rs  en joyed  c i v i l  governm ent, a  s i t u a t i o n  w hich s t i l l  e x i s t s  
today  and w hich  has p e rp e tu a te d  and r e in fo r c e d  th e  ru r a l - u rb a n
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es tran g e m e n t. In  th e  hope o£ in c re a s in g  p ro d u c tio n , B oyer re e n a c te d  
some o f  th e  s t e r n  m easures o f  T o u s s a in t  and D e ssa lin e s  to  e f f e c t iv e ly  
t i e  th e  p e a s a n t masses to  th e  s o i l .  A f te r  th e  l a x i t y  o f  th e  P e tio n  
reg im e, th e s e  m easures w ere  u n p o p u la r and added to  th e  d is c o n te n t  
stemming from  th e  acc e p tan c e  o f th e  F rench  in d em n ity . A p l o t  to p p le d  
B o y er 's  governm ent in  1843. T ak ing  ad v an tag e  o f th e  s i t u a t i o n ,  th e  
e a s te r n  p a r t  o f  th e  i s la n d  w hich  had  been mismanaged and t r e a t e d  as 
conquered t e r r i t o r y  by th e  H a it ia n s  r e v o l te d  and p ro c la im ed  i t s e l f  
th e  Dom inican R epublic  in  1844.
The n e x t  p e r io d  o f  H a i t ia n  h i s t o r y  up to  th e  f i r s t  decade o f  
th e  2 0 t h  c e n tu ry  i s  r e f e r r e d  to  as th e  e r a  o f  ephem eral governm ents.
I t  was an e r a  o f  s ta g n a t io n  and r e g r e s s io n .  The lan d  was c o n t in u a l ly  
d iv id e d  and re d iv id e d  in to  uneconom ic m in ifu n d ia  r e s u l t i n g  i n  in c re a s e d  
p o v e r ty . O p p re ss iv e  and c o r ru p t  governm ents succeeded  each  o th e r  
r a p id ly  th ro u g h  re v o lu t io n  and v io le n c e .  Economic i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
and p o l i t i c a l  i n s t a b i l i t y  became i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d .  A grow ing g u lf  
s e p a ra te d  th e  p e a sa n t m ass, fo rc e d  to  s h i f t  fo r  th e m se lv e s , from th e  
urban  e l i t e  l i v in g  p a r a s i t i c a l l y  on th e  e x p o r t  c ro p s . Every e f f o r t  
to  re o rg a n iz e  th e  co u n try  seemed to  throw  i t  in to  g r e a t e r  c h ao s . Power 
groups concerned  on ly  w ith  th e  s e l f i s h  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e i r  c l iq u e s  
took tu rn s  g o v e rn in g , a l t e r i n g  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  to  fa v o r  t h e i r  v e s te d  
i n t e r e s t s ,  p lu n d e r in g  th e  n a t io n a l  t r e a s u r e  and fo llo w in g  each  o th e r  
in  e x i l e .  D uring  th e  72 y e a r s  from th e  f a l l  o f  Boyer to  th e  Am erican 
in te r v e n t io n  in  1915, 22 p r e s id e n ts  succeeded  each o th e r ,  o f  w hich 
th re e  d ie d  in o f f i c e ,  two r e t i r e d ,  th r e e  w ere m urdered and 17 w ere
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d r iv e n  o u t by r e v o lu t io n s .  E leven  p r e s id e n ts  se rv e d  le s s  th a n  a  y e a r .  
W hile th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  them w ere n o t o f  th e  m u la tto  e l i t e ,  th e y  w ere 
in  e f f e c t  d o u b lu re s . t h a t  i s ,  f r o n ts  f o r  governm ents e s s e n t i a l l y  
c o n t r o l le d  by th e  m u la tto  e l i t e .  W hether th e  r i v a l r i e s  w ere on a 
r e g io n a l  b a s is  betw een n o r th  and so u th  o r  one a  c o lo r  b a s is  betw een 
m u la tto  and b la c k ,  th e y  r e a l l y  in v o lv e d  l e s s  th a n  f i v e  p e rc e n t  o f  
th e  p o p u la t io n , nam ely th e  u rb an  d w e lle r s ,  th e  m u la tto  com m ercial 
and a d m in is t r a t iv e  e l i t e ,  and th e  b la c k  g e n e ra ls  and t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  
fo l lo w e rs .  The v a s t  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  p e o p le  w ere th e  p a s s iv e  v ic tim s  
o f  t h i s  power game and w ent ab o u t t h e i r  d a i ly  ta s k  o f  ek ing  o u t a 
s u b s is te n c e  l i v in g  la r g e ly  ig n o re d  by th e  r u l i n g  c l a s s .
N o tab le  d u rin g  th e  p e r io d  o f  ephem eral governm ents w ere two 
r u l e r s ,  one f o r  th e  w o rse , th e  o th e r  f o r  th e  b e t t e r .  F o r th e  w o rs t 
c h ie f  o f  s t a t e  H a i t i  had had th u s  f a r ,  F a u s t in  Soulouque, an i l l i t e r a t e  
e x - s la v e  ta k e s  f i r s t  p la c e .  He m is ru le d  th e  c o u n try  f o r  12 y e a rs  in  
o p e ra -b o u ffe  s t y l e  crow ning h im s e lf  em peror in  g r e a t  pomp and c i r ­
cum stance. O r ig in a l ly  he  had been  chosen  as  a  to o l  to  be m an ip u la ted  
b u t to  th e  s u r p r i s e  o f  everyone he re v e rse d  th e  p o l i t i q u e  de d o u b lu re  
and p e rs e c u te d  th e  m u la tto  b o u rg e o is ie  m e r c i le s s ly .  H is a tte m p ts  
to  re c o n q u er th e  Dominican R ep u b lic  ended in  f i a s c o .  T ire d  o f  h is  
a n t ic s  and d e sp o tism  and th e  r i d i c u l e  he was b r in g in g  to  H a i t i  on 
th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  sc e n e , h is  fo llo w e rs  f i n a l l y  p u t him down and he
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was succeeded  in  1859 by  F ab re  G e f f ra rd .^  H is s u c c e s s o r ,  a p o te n ­
t i a l l y  good p r e s id e n t ,  was p o w erle ss  in  a  s i t u a t i o n  beyond r e p a i r .  
H andicapped by c o n s p ir a c ie s ,  he  n e v e r th e le s s  accom plished  c e r t a i n  
re fo rm s w hich  s t im u la te d  e d u c a tio n , a g r ic u l tu r e , ,  in d u s t r y  and t r a d e .  
H igh p r ic e s  f o r  H a i t i ' s  e x p o r t  c rops b ecau se  o f  th e  A m erican C iv i l  
War b ro u g h t a  m easure o f  p r o s p e r i ty .  In  1860 a  c o n c o rd a t was s ig n e d  
w ith  th e  Holy See o f  Rome making C a th o lic ism  th e  o f f i c i a l  r e l i g io n  
o f  th e  R ep u b lic . I t  was a ls o  d u rin g  h i s  regim e th a t  b e la te d ly  th e  
U n ited  S ta te s  reco g n ized  H a i t i  in  1864. G e ff ra rd  encouraged th e  
e m ig ra tio n  to  H a i t i  o f  Am erican N egroes and s e n t  a g en ts  to  r e c r u i t  
them . As a  w hole th e  p la n  was a f a i l u r e  and many who came re tu rn e d
g
to  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  d i s i l l u s io n e d .  H a rra sse d  by th e  o ld  p e rv e rs e  
game o f  p o l i t i c a l  i n t r i g u e s ,  G e ff ra rd  re s ig n e d  in  1867 and l e f t  th e  
c o u n try . H is l a s t  words w ere "poo r c o u n try !  w hat a s t a t e  o f
9
an arch y  w i l l  fo llo w  my d e p a r tu re ! "
?The Empire o f  F a u s t in  I  c o in c id e d  w ith  th e  Second F rench  Em pire. 
N apoleon I I I  was s u sp ic io u s  and v in d ic t iv e .  To dow nrate him w ith o u t 
d a n g e r , th e  o p p o s it io n  in  F ran ce  p u b lish e d  on Soulouque th e  m ost g ro ­
te sq u e  b u f f o n e r ie s ,  b u t th e  m a lic io u s  and c r u e l  a l lu s io n s  were 
t r a n s p a r e n t :  one em peror m asking th e  o th e r .  However, th e  p ro fu s io n
o f  r i d i c u l e  heaped upon Soulouque rebounded upon H a i t i ,  so  t h a t  edu­
c a te d  H a it ia n s  w ere h u m ilia te d , and c o n se q u e n tly  h a te d  th e  em p eria l 
reg im e . D o rs a in v il ,  0 £ . c i t , , p . 228.
8F or a f u l l e r  t re a tm e n t o f  t h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  q u e s tio n  see  Ludw ell 
L . M ontague, H a i t i  and th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .  1791- 1938 (Durham: Duke
U n iv e rs i ty  P r e s s ,  1940).
^ S t. Jo h n , o p . c i t . . p . 112.
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C. The Am erican O ccupation  
By th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  2 0 th  c e n tu ry  th e  c o l la p s e  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  
s t a t e  seemed imm inent n o t o n ly  p o l i t i c a l l y  b u t f i n a n c i a l l y .  Bank­
ru p tc y  had been avo ided  so  f a r  by a  s e r i e s  o f  h ig h  i n t e r e s t  fo r e ig n  
lo a n s ,  new lo an s  b e in g  u sed  to  pay back d e l in q u e n t  o n e s . However th e  
p o in t  had been  reach ed  w here fo r e ig n  c r e d i to r s  w ere f o r e c lo s in g  and 
t h e i r  governm ents w ere th r e a te n in g  in te r v e n t io n .
As f o r  th e  p o l i t i c a l  sce n e , an arch y  seemed to  have become a  way 
o f  l i f e .  W ith in  th e  sev en  y e a rs  p re c e d in g  1915, seven  p r e s id e n ts  
w ere e le c te d  and deposed .
Of th e s e  sev en , one was blown up in  th e  n a t io n a l  p a la c e ;  
one d ie d  i t  i s  s a id  by p o iso n ; and o f  th e  o th e r  f i v e ,  a l l  
o f  whom w ere deposed by r e v o lu t io n s ,  one was b u tc h e re d  
in  a  m assacre  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r s ,  and a n o th e r  was to m  
to  p ie c e s  by a m ob.10
The day o f  th e  l a t t e r  in c id e n t  in  J u ly  1915, th e  U n ited  S ta te s  M arines 
lan d ed  in  H a i t i  to  p r o te c t  Am erican l iv e s  and p ro p e r ty  b u t  s ta y e d  f o r  
a  19 y e a r s • o c c u p a tio n .
The re a so n s  f o r  th e  o c c u p a tio n  a re  r a th e r  o b scu re  and a r e  s t i l l  
much d e b a te d . T here  seem to  have been  econom ic and p o l i t i c a l  r a m i f i ­
c a t io n s  b e s id e s  th e  g enu ine  d e s i r e  to  r e s to r e  o r d e r .  The p re c e d e n t 
had  been  s e t  b e fo re  by U .S . in te r v e n t io n  in  th e  dom estic  a f f a i r s  o f  
Cuba, Panama, M exico, H onduras, and an o u t r i g h t  o c c u p a tio n  o f  
N ica rag u a  and th e  Dominican R ep u b lic . The Monroe D o c tr in e  as i n t e r ­
p r e te d  by T heodore R o o sev e lt m eant t h a t  c o n tin u e d  d is tu rb a n c e  in
l% a r o ld  P . D av is, B lack Democracy; The S to ry  o f  H a i t i  (New 
Y ork: D ia l P r e s s ,  1941), p .  141.
any L a t in  Am erican c o u n try  w ould fo rc e  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  to  in te rv e n e  
to  f o r s t a l l  in te r v e n t io n  by European powers in  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  th e  
hem isp h ere . Of c o u rse  t h i s  has been  in te r p r e te d  by  o th e r s  as 
im p e r i a l i s t i c  ex p an sio n , o f  w an tin g  to  make th e  C aribbean  a re a  an  
American la k e  and o f  p r o f i t i n g  from  th e  invo lvem ent o f  European 
powers in  W orld War I  to  grab  th e  C arib b ean  m arket and s e c u re  th e  
a re a  once and f o r  a l l  as a  zone o f Am erican in f lu e n c e .  To th e  c r i t i ­
c ism  o f " b ig  s t i c k  p o lic y "  ( p o l i t i c a l  c o e rc io n )  a g a in s t  sm a ll 
d e fe n s e le s s  n a t io n s  was added th e  one o f  " d o l l a r  d ip lom acy" (econom ic 
dominance) w hereby A m erican in v es tm en ts  w ere  g u a ran teed  p r o te c t io n  
by armed in te r v e n t io n .
I t  i s  a m a tte r  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  re c o rd  t h a t  one y e a r  p re c ed in g  th e  
o ccu p a tio n  th e  U .S. governm ent was in v o lv e d  in  a d is p u te  betw een th e  
H a i t ia n  governm ent and th e  N a tio n a l C ity  Bank o f  New York; t h a t  th e  
l a t t e r  had p re s s u re d  f o r  Am erican in te r v e n t io n ;  t h a t  th e  U n ited  
S ta te s  was d e s iro u s  o f  t r a n s f e r r in g  th e  fo r e ig n  d e b ts  o f  H a i t i  from 
Europe to  New York so  as to  remove p r e t e x t  f o r  European in v o lv em en t; 
and l a s t l y ,  th e  U .S. was concerned  ab o u t Germ any's i n t e r e s t  in  
s e c u r in g  e x c lu s iv e  custom s c o n tro l  o f  H a i t i  and e s t a b l i s h in g  a n a v a l 
b a se  a t  Mole S t .  N ich o las  a c ro ss  th e  windward p assag e  from Guantanamo 
Bay. In  a d d i t io n ,  H a i t i ' s  c h ro n ic  r e v o lu t io n s  had become a  p u b lic  
n u isa n c e  a t  th e  door s te p  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .
W ith th e  t y p i c a l l y  American o b se s s io n  to  rem ain w i th in  l e g a l i t y ,  
th e  o c c u p a tio n a l fo rc e s  m asterm inded an e l e c t i o n  w i th  a  handp icked  
p r e s id e n t  from  th e  e l i t e  who a g re e d , in  s p i t e  o f  b i t t e r  o p p o s i t io n ,
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to  s ig n  a  t r e a t y  w i th  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  l e g a l i z in g  th e  o c c u p a tio n .
The co n v en tio n  was f o r  te n  y e a rs  b u t w i th in  th e  same y e a r  i t  was 
s ig n e d , th e  p r e s id e n t  was p re s su re d  to  renew i t  f o r  a n o th e r  te n  
y e a r s .  The c h ie f  p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  c o n v en tio n  w ere th e  fo llo w in g :
1. Am erican c o n t r o l  o f  custom  and f in a n c e .
2 . '  O rg a n iz a tio n  o f  a  H a i t ia n  g en d arm erie , o f f ic e r e d  by Am ericans
3 . U .S . to  manage a l l  e x p e n d itu re s  o f  p u b l ic  money.
4 . H .a iti to  cede no t e r r i t o r y  to  any n a t io n  b u t th e  U .S .
5 . C o n tro l o v e r  p u b lic  w orks, a g r i c u l t u r e ,  h e a l th  and s a n i t a t i o n  
Only j u s t i c e  and e d u c a tio n  w ere l e f t  o u ts id e  th e  rea lm  of. Am erican 
c o n t r o l ,  b u t  by h o ld in g  th e  p u rse  s t r i n g s  th e  A m ericans w ere  in  e f f e c ­
t i v e  c o n t r o l .  M i l i t a r y  law was e s t a b l i s h e d .  A H a i t ia n  governm ent 
was m a in ta in ed  w hich  fu n c tio n e d  in  c e r t a i n  m a tte rs  as long  as i t
was w i l l i n g  to  c o o p e ra te  w ith  th e  Am erican a u t h o r i t i e s .  The c o n s t i -
11t u t i o n  o f  H a i t i  was r e - w r i t t e n .
The Am ericans w en t abou t t h e i r  ta s k  n o t  w ith o u t o p p o s i t io n .
F i r s t  th ey  had to  subdue th e  c a c o s . The cacos w ere  r u r a l  p e a sa n t 
m e rc en a rie s  who made up th e  r e v o lu t io n a ry  arm ies o f  a s p i r a n t s  to  th e  
p re s id e n c y . They f i r s t  app eared  in  1867 in  n o r th e rn  H a i t i .  Being 
th e  ig n o ra n t  to o ls  o f  am b itio u s  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  th e y  d id  n o t b o th e r  
them selves w ith  r e v o lu t io n a ry  id e o lo g y  b u t s o ld  t h e i r  s e r v ic e s  to  
th e  h ig h e s t  b id d e r .  They w ere v e ry  a c t iv e  in  th e  u n s ta b le  p e r io d
H -It was F ra n k lin  D. R o o sev e lt h im s e lf ,  th en  A s s is ta n t - S e c r e ta r y  
o f  th e  Navy, who w ro te  th e  H a it ia n  c o n s t i t u t i o n .
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o f  1910-15. The M arines s t a r t e d  an a c t iv e  cam paign to  c ru sh  them.
N ext th e  o c c u p a tio n  was c o n fro n te d  by a  p e a s a n t u p r is in g  stemming 
from th e  r e v iv a l  by th e  M arines o f  an o ld  work law w hich had f a l l e n  
in to  d i s u s e .  T h is  c o rv e e  law s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  p e a s a n ts  had to  f u r ­
n i s h  s i x  days o f  f r e e  la b o r  a  y e a r  to  m a in ta in  ro a d s . O th er p e a s a n ts , 
who had been d is p o s s e s s e d  o f  t h e i r  lan d  to  r e c o n s t i t u t e  la rg e  p la n ­
t a t i o n s  f o r  Am erican i n t e r e s t s ,  jo in e d  in  th e  p r o t e s t .  At one tim e 
more th a n  5 ,0 0 0  p e a s a n ts  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  th e  in s u r r e c t io n  u n d e r t h e i r  
c h ie f  Charlem agne P e r a l t e .  They w ere e v e n tu a l ly  overpow ered a f t e r  
p u t t in g  up a s tu b b o rn  f i g h t  and P e r a l t e  was ambushed and k i l l e d  by 
two m arin es  d is g u is e d  i n  b la c k  fa c e .  The cou rage  o f  P e r a l t e ,  d e fy in g  
th e -U .S . a u t h o r i t i e s ,  made a  s o r t  o f  n a t io n a l  h e ro  o u t o f  him f o r  
he sym bolized  th e  wounded p r id e  o f  a p e o p le  b e in g  o ccu p ied . A f te r  
1920 th e  c o u n try  q u ie te d  down and th e  M arines p ro ceed ed  to  g iv e  H a i t i  
th e  t id y in g  up o f  a c e n tu ry .  I n  g e n e ra l  th e  p eo p le  c o o p e ra te d  w ith  
th e  o c c u p a tio n  program . What w ere th e  r e a l i z a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  program?
I n  th e  s h o r t  ru n  the  ach ievem ents- seemed im p re ss iv e  b u t  in  th e  long 
ru n  lo o k in g  a t  H a i t i  to d a y , one w onders. The im m ediate b e n e f i t  o f  
th e  o c cu p a tio n  was t h a t  i t  b ro u g h t H a i t i  o u t o f  i s o l a t i o n  and in to  
th e  modern w o r ld . A c l im a te  o f  o rd e r  and s t a b i l i t y  was r e s to r e d .
The Am ericans re o rg a n iz e d  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n ,  e s ta b l i s h e d  th e  h o n es t 
h a n d lin g  o f rev en u es , cu rb ed  g r a f t  and p u t  th e  c o u n try  on a  sound 
f i n a n c i a l  b a s i s .  A chievem ents w ere made in  s a n i t a t i o n ,  p u b lic  h e a l th ,  
and p u b l ic  w orks such a s  b u i ld in g s ,  ro a d s , w h a rfs , sew age, e t c .  How­
e v e r ,  th e s e  w ere  a t  b e s t  p a l l i a t i v e s .  The ro o ts  o f  H a i t ia n  problem s
w ere  l e f t  u n to u ch ed . P erhaps th e  o c cu p a tio n  was o f  to o  s h o r t  a  d u ra ­
t i o n  to  a l t e r  th e  b a s ic  s t r u c t u r e  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  o r  th e  M arines 
d id  n o t know how to  make th e s e  re fo rm s o r  f a i l e d  to  make them w ith in  
th e  framework o f th e  H a it ia n  m e n ta l i ty  and c u l t u r a l  p r e d i s p o s i t io n s .  
I n s te a d  th e  A m ericans b u s ie d  th em selves w ith  c o m p ara tiv e ly  e a sy  and 
m ore v i s i b l e  p r o je c t s  such  as b u i ld in g  ro a d s , h o s p i t a l s ,  and i n s t a l ­
l in g  te le p h o n e s .
As a  w hole th e  o c c u p a tio n  was a  f i a s c o .  The U .S. g a in ed  n o th in g  
from  i t  b u t  l e f t  a  leg acy  o f  i l l - w i l l  t h a t  p e r s i s t s ,  though in  a 
d i l u t e d  form , to  t h i s  day n o t  o n ly  in  H a i t i  b u t in  th e  r e s t  o f  L a tin  
A m erica and w hich h as  je o p a rd iz e d  o u r su b seq u en t e f f o r t s  to  h e lp  th e  
h e m isp h e re .
The o c cu p a tio n  was te rm in a te d  in  1934, when P r e s id e n t  R o o sev e lt
in  p u r s u i t  o f  h is  good n e ig h b o r p o l ic y  w ithdrew  th e  U .S. M arin es .
The H a i t i  th e  d e p a r t in g  A m ericans l e f t  b eh in d  them was 
o b v io u s ly  n e i t h e r  th e  H a i t i  o f  1915 n o r  w hat t h a t  H a i t i  
m igh t have become had i t  c o n tin u e d  to  evo lv e  a lo n g  th e  
p a th  i t  was th e n  fo llo w in g . . . . . I t  was t r u e  t h a t  /A ch iev e - 
ments_7 " w ere s u p e r f i c i a l  improvements imposed by a l i e n  
fo r c e s ;  t h a t  no fundam ental change had been  w rought in  
th e  econom ic, s o c i a l ,  and p o l i t i c a l  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  
community; t h a t  th e  b a s ic  problem s o f  1915 w ere  s t i l l  
th e  problem s o f  1935.^
Once Am erican c o n tr o l  was removed th in g s  g ra d u a l ly  re tu rn e d  to  t h e i r
fo rm er s t a t e .
P r e s id e n t  V in c en t, who was c h ie f  o f  s t a t e  when th e  M arines l e f t ,  
ex ten d ed  h is  m andate u n t i l  1941 by r e v is in g  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  D uring
^■^Montague, o p . c i t . ,  p . 276.
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h is  a d m in is t r a t io n  a  b a r b a r ic  e p iso d e  o c c u rre d  i n  1937 w hich  shocked 
th e  w o rld . Some 60 ,000 H a it ia n s  s e e k in g  w ork had s p i l l e d  o v e r th e  
y ea rs  a c ro s s  th e  i l l - d e f i n e d  b o rd e r  o f  th e  Dom inican R epub lic  c r e a t in g  
a s e r io u s  p roblem  o f  unemployment and becom ing th e  t a r g e t  o f  in c r e a ­
s in g  h o s t i l i t y  in  th e  h o s t c o u n try . T r u j i l l o ,  to  s o lv e  th e  problem  
once and f o r  a l l ,  av o id ed  th e  t r o u b le  o f  d e p o r ta t io n  by o rd e r in g  th e  
w h o le sa le  m assacre  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  m ig ra to ry  w o rk e rs . I t  i s  e s tim a te d  
t h a t  as many as 20 ,000  w ere b r u t a l l y  s la u g h te re d  and th o u san d s o f  
o th e rs  escap ed  back  in to  H a i t i .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  o p in io n  found T r u j i l l o  
g u i l t y  o f  th e  a t r o c i t y  and he ag reed  to  pay an in d em n ity  to  th e  
H a it ia n  Government o f  w hich o n ly  $250,000 was p a id ,  th u s  ad d ing  to  th e  
a f f r o n t  by  p r ic in g  H a i t ia n  v ic t im s  a t  ab o u t $15 .00  a  p ie c e .  P r e s id e n t  
V in c e n t 's  i n e f f e c t i v e  h a n d lin g  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n  made him  u n p o p u la r 
w ith  h is  p e o p le  t h e r e a f t e r .  He was succeeded  in  1941 by E l ie  
L e s c o t 's  b o u rg e o is  and a u to c r a t i c  regim e w hich among o th e r  th in g s  
conducted  w ith  th e  conn ivance  o f  th e  ch u rch  an a n ti-v o d o u  cam paign 
w hich was as i n t o l e r a n t  as i t  was u n n e c e s s a r i ly  b r u t a l .  He was 
o u s ted  i n  1946 when he  t r i e d  to  r e - e l e c t  h im s e lf .  By t h a t  tim e  th e  
accum ulated  re se n tm e n t a g a in s t  th e  s e l f i s h  m u la tto  o l ig a rc h y  w hich 
had c o n s o lid a te d  i t s  power a g a in  d u r in g  th e  Am erican o c c u p a tio n  
reached  th e  e x p lo d in g  p o in t  and was go ing  to  shape  th e  f u tu r e  e v e n ts .
D. The S o c ia l  R ev o lu tio n  o f  1946 
H a i t ia n s  r e f e r  to  th e  p e r io d  w hich fo llo w ed  th e  ta k in g  o f  o f f i c e  
by P r e s id e n t  D um arsais Estim e in  1946 as t h e i r  s o c i a l  r e v o lu t io n .
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I t  i s  n o t r e a l l y  a  s o c ia l  re v o lu t io n  in  th e  sen se  o f  th e  M exican, 
B o liv ia n  o r  Cuban R ev o lu tio n  f o r  i t  d id  n o t tra n s fo rm  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty .  
N o n e th e le s s , 1946 r e p re s e n ts  a  d a te  when im p o rta n t changes took  p la c e  
w hich  d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  th e  H a i t i  o r  p re -1 9 4 6  from  contem porary  H a i t i .
The s o c ia l  r e v o lu t io n  was a b o r te d  in  1950 and resumed in  1957 b u t  has 
s in c e  been  c o m p le te ly  p e r v e r te d .  Y et i t s  seed s  l i e  dorm ant and 
w h a tev e r th e  outcome o f  th e  p re s e n t-d a y  c h a o t ic  c o n d i t io n s ,  i t  can  
be sa fe ly - assumed t h a t  H a i t i  w i l l  n e v e r r e tu r n  to  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
s ta tu s rq u o  o f  p re -1 9 4 6 .
The s o c ia l  r e v o lu t io n  o f 1946 had b een  in c u b a tin g  f o r  a  g e n e ra tio n  
and had i t s  ro o ts  in  th e  A m erican o c c u p a tio n . W orld War I I  a c c e le r a te d  
i t s  tem po. I t  was c h a r a c te r iz e d  by th r e e  in e x t r ic a b ly  l in k e d  move­
m en ts: n a t io n a lis m  as a  u n ify in g  id e o lo g y , th e  emergence o f  a m id d le -
c l a s s ,  and th e  r i s i n g  ex p ec tan cy  o f s o c ia l  j u s t i c e  by a l a r g e r  s e c to r  
o f  th e  p o p u la t io n .
The n a t i o n a l i s t  movement le d  by H a i t ia n  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  s t a r t e d  
d u rin g  th e  American o c cu p a tio n  as a n a tu r a l  r e a c t io n  a g a in s t  i t .  I t s  
f i r s t  e x p re s s io n  was to  r e f u t e  th e  im i ta t iv e  F rench  c u l tu r e  imposed 
on th e  n a t io n  by th e  m u la tto  b o u rg e o is ie .  I n t e r e s t  was fo cu sed  on 
re d is c o v e r in g  th e  n e g le c te d  H a it ia n  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  w hich  le d  to  
th e  unashamed re c o g n i t io n  o f  th e  A fr ic a n  c u l t u r a l  le g ac y . I t  was 
a r e a l i s t i c  r e - a p p r a i s a l  o f  H a i t i 's  n a tu r a l  c u l t u r a l  d e s t in y .  The 
grow ing s p i r i t  o f  n a t io n a l is m  b roke  down c e r t a i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  b a r ­
r i e r s ,  u n ite d  th e  a r t i c u l a t e  segm ents o f  th e  s o c ie ty  in c lu d in g  • 
th o s e  members o f  th e  m u la tto  e l i t e  who had re s e n te d  b i t t e r l y  th e
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p a t e r n a l i s t i c  and r a c i a l  a t t i t u d e s  o f  th e  Am erican M arin es . The 
i n t e l l e c t u a l s  s t a r t e d  an in d ig en o u s  sc h o o l o f  l i t e r a t u r e  d raw ing 
on H a it ia n  and N egro them es. S ty le  and c o n te n t  changed n o t ic e a b ly  
as  s o c ia l  q u e s t io n s  became more p ro m in en t w h ile  F ren ch  ro m an tic ism  
d e c l in e d . At th e  same tim e  f o lk lo r e  and vodou, u n t i l  then  a  ta b u  
s u b je c t ,  became th e  o b je c t  o f  s e r io u s  e th n o lo g ic a l  s tu d ie s .  A 
museum o f  fo lk  a r t  was s t a r t e d  and th e  su cc e ss  o f  H a i t ia n  p r im i t iv e  
p a in t in g  w hich r a p id ly  g a in ed  w o rld  r e c o g n i t io n  s t a r t e d  a v e r i t a b l e  
c u l tu r a l  r e n a is s a n c e .
The p r e v a i l in g  n a t i o n a l i s t  id e o lo g y  c o in c id e d  w i th  th e  a c c e s s io n  
to  power o f  a  n o n -m u la tto , n o n -b o u rg eo is  governm ent r e v e rs in g  a  long  
e s ta b l i s h e d  t r a d i t i o n .  T h e re  had b een  p re v io u s  " b la c k "  governm ent b u t 
th e y  w ere u l t im a te ly  c o n t r o l le d  by th e  m u la tto  e l i t e  o r  th ey  p ro v ed  
th em selv es  in c a p a b le  o f n a t io n a l  u n i ty .
P r e s id e n t  E s tim e , m is le a d in g ly  nicknam ed th e  "p e a sa n t o f  
V e r e t te s ,"  came from  a p r o v in c ia l  m id d le -c la s s  f a m ily , was a  w e l l -  
ed u ca ted  man b u t d id  n o t b e lo n g  to  th e  b o u rg e o is ie .  A g e n e ra l 
" d e f r o s t in g "  o f th e  r ig id  c la s s  sy stem  r e s u l te d  from  h i s  a d m in is t r a ­
t i o n  w ith  n o ta b ly  b e t t e r  em ploym ent, e d u c a tio n a l  and o th e r  s o c i a l  
o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  members o f  o th e r  c l a s s e s . H is reg im e was in  
e f f e c t  a  r e a c t io n  a g a in s t  th e  th re e  t r a d i t i o n a l  power w ie ld e r s :  th e -
m u la tto  b o u rg e o is ie ,  th e  fo re ig n -d o m in a te d  C a th o lic  c le rg y  and 
American economic dom inance.
‘ Members o f  th e  m u la tto  b o u rg e o is ie  u n t i l  th e n  occup ied  a l l  
th e  governm ent p o s ts  and w h ite  c o l l a r  jo b s .  They m onopolized
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p r o f e s s io n a l  o ccu p a tio n s  and ra n  th e  few com m ercial e n te r p r i s e s  n o t 
In  th e  hands o f  f o r e ig n e r s .  The E stlm e governm ent, w h ile  ta k in g  
th e  p re c a u t io n  o f  m a in ta in in g  some m u la tto e s  In  le a d in g  p o s i t io n s ,  
pu rged  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  from  t h e i r  dominance and s t a r t e d  th e  r i s e  
o f  th e  b la c k  b u re a u c ra c y  in  p u b lic  o f f i c e  w hich has co n tin u ed  s in c e ,  
w h ile  th e  m u la tto  e l i t e  m a in ta in ed  t h e i r  dom inance in  th e  p r iv a te  
s e c t o r .  E stim e d e d ic a te d  h im s e lf  to  a program  o f  b road  s o c ia l  and 
l e g i s l a t i v e  re fo rm s . The few sc h o o ls  and p u b lic  s e r v ic e s ,  p re ­
dom in an tly  c a te r in g  to  th e  e l i t e  u n t i l  th e n , w ere made a c c e s s ib le  to  
members o f  th e  new u rb an  m idd le  c la s s  and th e  u rb an  p r o l e t a r i a t .  The 
ro le  o f  women was much improved as th e y  g a in ed  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  
h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n , and began to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  n a t io n a l  l i f e .  A 
s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  system  was e s ta b l i s h e d  and u n io n s w ere o rg a n iz ed  fo r  
th e  f i r s t  tim e .
E stim e a ls o  l im i te d  th e  p o l i t i c a l  m eddling o f  th e  C a th o lic  
c le r g y .  The c le r g y ,  m o s tly  F ren ch , w ere th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  a l l i e s  o f  
th e  b o u rg e o is ie  w hich  th e y  c o n s id e re d  as th e  o n ly  c i v i l i z e d  group in  
H a i t i .  N o to rio u s  f o r  t h e i r  c o lo n ia l  m e n ta l i ty ,  th e y  fa v o re d  th e  
m ain ten an ce  o f  th e  s ta tu s - q u o ,  and by t h e i r  v i r t u a l  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  
s c h o o l.s y s te m , th e  c le r g y  w ere  e f f e c t i v e  a g en ts  o f  s o c i a l i z a t i o n .  .
By in c r e a s in g  s e c u la r i z a t i o n  and s i l e n c in g  th e  more v o ca l p r i e s t s ,  
E stim e was i n  f a c t  e x p re s s in g  th e  grow ing 'a n t i c l e r i c a l i s m  o f  th e  
e d u ca ted  c l a s s e s .
E stim e had r e s e r v a t io n s  tow ard U .S. a id  and to o  s t ro n g  an 
economic r e l i a n c e  on th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .  W hile r e l a t i v e l y  sm a ll,
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Am erican i n t e r e s t s  in  H a i t i  s t i l l  r e p re s e n te d  th e  m ajo r fo re ig n  in v e s t ­
m ent and th e  U n ited  S ta te s  was th e  c h ie f  custom er f o r  H a i t ia n  
e x p o r ts .  E s tim e 's  governm ent a tte m p te d  a  rapprochem ent w ith  F ran ce  
and England so as to  be  more in d e p e n d e n t. D uring th e  o c c u p a tio n , 
c e r t a i n  young H a i t ia n s ,  m ost o f  them from th e  b o u rg e o is ie ,  had been  
t r a in e d  by  th e  Am ericans to  be th e  c ad res  o f  th e  f u tu r e .  H o st o f  
them had b e n e f i te d  from  fe llo w s h ip s  in  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .  When th e y  
re tu rn e d  t o  H a i t i ,  th e y  ten d ed  to  dom inate  th e  e d u ca tio n  and m ed ical 
p ro f e s s io n  and form  c l iq u e s  w hich  s y s te m a t ic a l ly  k e p t p u t th o se  who 
d id  n o t a g re e  w ith  t h e i r  new id e a s .  The R ev o lu tio n  o f  1946 g r e a t ly  
d im in ish ed  t h e i r  in f lu e n c e .
P r e s id e n t  E stim e was a  p o p u la r  as w e ll  as p ro g re s s iv e  p r e s id e n t  
though  h is  reform s w ere l im i te d  to  th e  u rb an  s e c to r  and d id  n o t re a c h  
th e  p e a s a n ts  to  any s i g n i f i c a n t  d e g re e . F o r th e  f i r s t  tim e , s ig n s  
o f dem ocracy w ere a p p e a rin g : th e  p re s s  c r i t i c i z e d  th e  p r e s id e n t ,
and members o f  th e  c a b in e t  h in te d  in  t h e i r  sp eech  abou t a re a s  w here 
th ey  were n o t  in  agreem ent w ith  th e  p r e s id e n t .  U n fo r tu n a te ly  th e r e  
w ere abuses o f  c o n fid e n ce  and th e  o ld  game o f  i n t r ig u e  cropped  up 
a g a in .  When E stim e m a n ife s te d  th e  d e s i r e  to  a l t e r  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  
so t h a t  he cou ld  be r e e le c te d ,  a  coup d 'e t a t  le d  by th e  c h ie f  o f  th e  
Army P au l M ag lo ire  fo rc e d  him to  r e s ig n  in  1950.
The army in su re d  th e  power to  i t s  c h ie f  M ag lo ire  in  whom 
th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  jfl5ourgeo isie7*  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  reco g ­
n iz e d  a  M essiah ; th e  C a th o lic  c le rg y  found an opportune  
s u p p o r te r ;  th e  US Embassy saw a  s u r e r  g u a ra n to r ;  and 
th e  o p p o r tu n is t  f a c t io n  o f  th e  m iddle  c la s s e s  re c o g ­
n iz ed  a  re s c u e r  from  th e  t o t a l  e c l ip s e  t h a t  would have 
e n g u lfe d  them i f  a more o rth o d o x  member o f  th e  l i g h t -
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sk in n ed  jTSourgeosieT* had succeeded  to  th e  p re s id e n c y . ^
The reg im e o f  M ag lo ire  from  1950-56 was n o t r e a c t io n a r y  to  th e  
s o c ia l  r e v o lu t io n  b u t  b ro u g h t i t  to  a  s ta n d  s t i l l .  H is p o l ic y  o f  
" n a t io n a l  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n "  betw een th e  m u la tto  e l i t e  and th e  b la c k  
b u reau cracy  was an a tte m p t a t  e q u il ib r iu m  b u t ,  as a lw ays, ig n o red  th e  
rem ain ing  90 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n :  th e  p e a s a n t  m ass. B eing
dark  b u t  from  a p ro m in en t fa m ily  he d id  p a c i f y  c o lo r  an tagon ism , b u t 
a t  th e  same tim e se rv e d  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  th e  b o u rg e o is ie  c la s s  and h is  
own p e rs o n a l  a m b it io n s . I n h e r i t i n g  th e  im provem ents b ro u g h t abou t by 
h is  p re d e c e s s o r  as w e l l  as ex p an sio n  o f  to u r ism  and fa v o ra b le  p r ic e s  
on th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m arket f o r  H a i t i ' s  c ro p s , h is  regim e c o in c id e d  
w ith  a  p e r io d  o f  r e l a t i v e  p r o s p e r i ty  and l i t t l e  i n t e r n a l  d i s s e n t io n .
A c o n g e n ia l b o n -v iv a n t h im s e lf ,  he  squandered  n a t io n a l  w e a lth  as he 
le d  th e  c o u n try  in to  th e  i l l u s i o n  o f  p ro g re s s  on a  p a th  o f  f a l s e  
p r o s p e r i ty .  T h is  was s h o r t - l i v e d  when th e  econom ic boom ended f o l ­
lowed by H u rrica n e  H a z e l 's  d e v a s ta t io n  o f  s o u th e rn  H a i t i  in  1954. 
S can d als  o f  c o r r u p t io n  and g r a f t  d i s c r e d i t e d  h is  governm ent and when 
M ag lo ire  so u g h t to  r e e l e c t  h im s e lf  in  d e f ia n c e  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  c o n s t i ­
tu t i o n  as so many p r e s id e n ts  had a tte m p ted  to  do in  th e  p a s t ,  he was 
" ru n  o u t"  o f  o f f i c e  by a  g e n e ra l  s t r i k e  in  1956.
Then fo llo w ed  a  c h a o tic  p e r io d  o f  te n  months during* w hich  f iv e
L e s l ie  F . M an ig a t, H a i t i  o f  th e  S i x t i e s .  O b je c t o f  I n t e r ­
n a t io n a l  C oncern (W ashington, D .C .: The W ashington  C en te r o f  F o re ig n
P o lic y  R esearch , 1964), p . 39.
*The a u th o r  u sed  th e  term  o l ig a rc h y  m eaning th e  e l i t e  o r  
b o u rg e o is ie .
governm ents succeeded  each  o th e r .
The 1956-1957 c r i s i s  marked a  com plete  r e tu r n  to  th e  o ld  
t r a d i t i o n s  o f  th e  pre-A m erican  o c c u p a tio n  e r a ;  in  th i s  
b r i e f  p e r io d ,  H a i t i  e x h a u s te d , one a f t e r  th e  o th e r ,  a l l  
th e  forms o f  t r a n s i t o r y  governm ent t h a t  had been  used  
th ro u g h o u t th e  1 9 th  c e n t u r y . ^
F our p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d id a te s  em erged: D e jo ie , Ju m e lle , F ig n o le  and
D u v a lie r . D u v a lie r  was th e  m ost o b sc u re . .T hose  who th rew  t h e i r  sup
p o r t  b eh in d  him ex p ec ted  th a t  he  would be an easy  f ro n t 'm a n  to
m a n ip u la te . Having been  a c a b in e t  m in i s t e r  o f  E stim e , he was th e
c a n d id a te  o f  th e  new m id d le -c la s s ,  n o t o f  th e  u rb an  p r o l e t a r i a t  l i k e
F ig n o le  n o r  o f  th e  b o u rg e o is ie  l i k e  D e jo ie . F in a l ly  F ig n o le  was
e l im in a te d  and Ju m elle  w ithdrew  h is  c an d id a c y , w hich p i t t e d  th e
m u la tto  D e jo ie  r e p re s e n t in g  th e  p r iv i le g e d  e l i t e  and th e  s ta tu s -q u o
15a g a in s t  D u v a lie r . D u v a lie r  won on th e  b a n n e r o f  th e  s o c ia l  re v o ­
lu t io n  o f  1946. He assumed th e  p re s id e n c y  f o r  s ix  y e a rs  in  1957, 
and a t  t h i s  w r i t in g  i s  s t i l l  r u l in g  H a i t i  h av in g  p ro c la im ed  h im s e lf  
p r e s id e n t  f o r  l i f e  in  1964. (A d e ta i l e d  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  D u v a lie r  
regim e i s  g iv en  in  C h ap ter seven  devo ted  to  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s . )  
I t  was th e  b ig g e s t  s u r p r i s e  o f  th e  c e n tu ry  when th e  c o lo r le s s  and 
shy  c o u n try  d o c to r  tu rn e d  o u t to  be th e  m ost r u th l e s s  d i c t a t o r  in  
th e  h i s to r y  o f  H a i t i .  I n  le s s  th a n  a  decade he  has d r iv e n  th e  coun­
t r y  down th e  p a th  o f  economic d e t e r io r a t i o n ,  s o c i a l  r e g re s s io n  and
U I b i d . ,  p . 43 .
15i J D uring h is  p o l i t i c a l  cam paign, D e jo ie  u sed  to  darken  h i s  fa c e  
when a d d re s s in g  th e  m asses. P e r s p i r a t io n  made i t  ru n .
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m oral d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  to  th e  lo w e st l e v e l  o f  p o v e r ty  and g e n e ra l 
m ise ry  t h a t  th e  n a t io n  has e v e r known. Y et D u v a lie r  does n o t r e p r e ­
s e n t  an i s o l a t e d  phenomenon. He i s  m ere ly  sp ee d in g  up th e  i n e v i t a b le  
d e b ac le  o f  a  c e n tu ry  and a  h d l f  o f  l a i s s e r - a l l e r ,  ex p ed ien cy , i r r e s p o n ­
s i b i l i t y  and i n s t a b i l i t y .
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1492 Columbus d is c o v e rs  th e  i s la n d  o f  H a i t i  
1503 A ppearance o f  th e  f i r s t  Negro s la v e s
1625 F ren ch  b u ccan ee rs  s e t t l e  on th e  w e s te rn  p a r t  o f  th e  i s la n d  
1685 The Code N o ir  i s  p rom ulgated
1697 T re a ty  o f  Rysw ick. S p a in  cedes th e  w e s te rn  p a r t - o f  th e  i s la n d  
to  F ra n c e . H e n ce fo rth  i t  i s  c a l l e d  S a in t  Domingue 
1789 The F ren ch  R ev o lu tio n  b r in g s  u n r e s t  to  th e  co lony  
1791 The s la v e s  r e b e l  a g a in s t  t h e i r  F rench  m a s te rs  
1793 E m ancipa tion  o f  s la v e s
1796 T o u s s a in t  L o u v e rtu re  becomes G overnor, l a t e r  u n i te s  th e  w hole 
i s l a n d  u n d e r h i s . r u l e  
1802 N apoleon sends L e c le rc  e x p e d i t io n  to  s u b ju g a te  th e  co lony  
1804 A f te r  th e . d e f e a t  o f  th e  F re n c h , D e ssa l in e s  p ro c la im s  in d ep en ­
d en ce . The name o f  H a i t i  i s  r e s to r e d
1806 Henry C h ris to p h e  ru le s ,  a f t e r  a s s a s s in a t io n  o f  D e s s a l in e s .
P ro c la im s  kingdom in  th e  N o rth
1807 Founding o f  R ep u b lic  un d er P e t io n  in  th e  W est
1820 R e u n i f ic a t io n  o f  th e  N o rth  and W est u n d e r P r e s id e n t  Boyer
1821 S p a n ish  S an to  Domingo becomes p a r t  o f  H a i t i  
1825 F ran ce  re c o g n iz e s  H a i t i
1842 S ev e re  e a r th q u a k e  does c o n s id e ra b le  damage
1844 S p a n ish  p a r t  o f  th e  is la n d  seced es  and becomes th e  Dominican 
R ep u b lic
I860 C oncordat w ith  th e  Holy See in  Rome
1864 U n ited  S t a t e s ' re c o g n iz e s  H a i t i  
1915 U n ite d  S ta te s  o c c u p a tio n  o f  H a i t i  b eg in s
1934 U n ited  S ta te s  o c cu p a tio n  ends
1937 Dom inican s o ld ie r s  s la u g h te r  20 ,000 H a i t ia n  m ig ra to ry  w orkers 
1946 " S o c ia l  R e v o lu tio n ."  L e sc o t i s  deposed ; E stim e i s  e le c te d
1950 E stim e deposed by coup d ' e t a t .  M ag lo ire  becomes p r e s id e n t
1954 H u rric a n e  H azel rav ag es  S o u th e rn  H a i t i
1956 R ev o lu tio n  d ep o sin g  M ag lo ire
1957 D u v a lie r  becomes p r e s id e n t
1963 D u v a lie r  s ta y s  in  power beyond h is  le g a l  te rm . U n re s t in  th e  
c o u n try  le a d s  to  c o n f l i c t  w ith  th e  Dom inican R e p u b lic . Con­
f l i c t  i s  b ro u g h t to  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  OAS and UN
1963 H u rrica n e  F lo r a  d e v a s ta te s  S o u th e rn  H a i t i
1964 D u v a lie r  p ro c la im s  h im s e lf  p re s id e n t  f o r  l i f e
F ig u re  2 . Im p o r ta n t D ates in  th e  H is to ry  o f  H a i t i
F ig u re  3 . Map o f  th e  R ep u b lic  o f  H a i t i .
CHAPTER I I I
THE PEOPLE
A. P o p u la tio n  C h a r a c te r i s t i c s  
U n t i l  r e c e n t ly ,  dem ographic docum en ta tion  i n  u n derdeveloped  
c o u n tr ie s  ha^ been  l a r g e ly  n e g le c te d .  T r a d i t io n a l  s o c i e t i e s  in v o lv ed  
in  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  econom ies and l iv in g  in  i s o l a t i o n  had l i t t l e  need  
f o r  cen su ses  and v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s .  Now t h a t  t h e i r  i s o l a t i o n  and 
e q u i l ib r iu m  have b een  b ro k en , t h i s  absence  o f  b a s ic  d a ta  i s  a  s e v e re  
han d icap  to  s o c i e t i e s  t r y in g  to  o rg a n iz e  th em selv es  a lo n g  modern 
l i n e s .  I t  i s  obv ious t h a t  any s e r io u s  p l a n i f i c a t i o n  has to  be b a sed  
on an  a c c u ra te  know ledge o f  th e  s iz e  o f  a p o p u la t io n , i t s  r a t e  o f  
g row th , i t s  s ex  and age co m p o sitio n  and many o th e r  s o c ia l  c h a r a c t e r i s ­
t i c s .
I n  th e  casje o f  H a i t i ,  th e  f i r s t  and o n ly  cen su s  ta k e n  w hich 
d e se rv e s  t h i s  name was th e  o f f i c i a l  census o f  1950. In  s p i t e  o f  th e  
m e r i t  o f  t h i s  u n d e r ta k in g , th e  r e s u l t s  a re  f a r  from  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,*
*1
Some o f  th e  more rem ote a re a s  n e v e r  saw a cen su s  t a k e r .  E ig h t 
o u t o f  116 communes w ere n e v e r su rv ey ed , some members o f  th e  " f lo a t in g "  
p o p u la t io n  w ere re c o rd e d  tw ic e , some n e v e r a t  a l l .  S t .  S u r in , who 
e v a lu a te d  th e  1950 census by a p p ly in g  a  UN s t a t i s t i c a l  c r i t e r i a ,  
d em o n stra ted  t h a t  i t  f e l l  in to  th e  "p o o r q u a l i ty "  c a te g o ry . T h is  
a cc u ra cy  in d ex  v a r ie s  betw een 0 and 20 in  th e  c a se  o f  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  
c e n s u s ; betw een 20 and 40 in  th e  c ase  o f  a  census o f  av e rag e  a c c e p ta ­
b i l i t y . .  Above 4 0 , a  census i s  c o n s id e re d  o f  poor q u a l i t y .  He 
o b ta in e d  an in d ex  o f  53 f o r  th e  H a i t ia n  c e n su s . See Jacq u es  S a in t  
S u r in , In d ic e s  Demographiques e t  P e r s p e c t iv e s  de l a  P o p u la tio n  d*H a i t i  
(P o r t- a u -P r in c e :  Im p rim erie  de l 'E t a t ,  1962), p .  5 .
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N e v e r th e le s s ,  i t  i s  th e  o n ly  d a ta  a v a i l a b le  and i t  i s  v e ry  f r u s t r a t i n g
to  work w ith  in a c c u ra te  and c o n f l i c t i n g  f ig u r e s  w hich a re  a lre a d y
f i f t e e n  y e a rs  o ld  a t  t h i s  w r i t i n g .  I n  view o f th e  po o r q u a l i ty  o f
th e  s t a t i s t i c s  a v a i l a b le ,  t h i s  s tu d y  w i l l  s t r e s s  r e l a t i v e  f ig u r e s
r a t h e r  th a n  a b s o lu te  o n es .
B efo re  th e  o f f i c i a l  census o f  1950, s e v e r a l  p o p u la t io n  e s tim a te s
^ / n a d  been  made th ro u g h o u t th e  h i s t o r y  o f  H a i t i .  A t th e  c lo s e  o f  th e
F rench  c o lo n ia l  p e r io d ,  Moreau de S t .  Mery e s t im a te s  th e  p o p u la t io n
2o f  1779 a t  520,000 in d iv id u a ls .  One y e a r  a f t e r  independence in  1805, 
a census was ta k en  w hich re v e a le d  th e  heavy c a s u a l ty  o f  t h i r t e e n
3
y e a rs  o f  r e v o lu t io n ;  th e  p o p u la t io n  was th e n  e s t im a te d  a t  380 ,000 .
I n  1824, a n o th e r  census was tak en  in  c o n n ec tio n  w ith  th e  indem nity  to
4
F ran ce  w hich  re v e a le d  a  p o p u la tio n  o f  873 ,000 . More th an  l i k e ly ,  
i t  was an e x a g g e ra te d  f ig u r e ,  f o r  i n  1843 th e  p o p u la t io n  i s  a s se s se d  
a t  o n ly  8 8 0 , 0 0 0 . I n  1919, th e  p o p u la t io n  t o t a l e d  1 ,6 3 1 ,0 0 0 , an 
e v a lu a t io n  made by th e  U .S . o c c u p a tio n  a u t h o r i t i e s  w hich  a d m itte d ly  
d id  n o t co v e r th e  w hole p o p u la t io n . In  1928, th e  p o p u la t io n  was
TMederic L . E. Moreau de S a in t  M ery, D e s c r ip t io n  T opograph ique, 
P h y s iq u e , C iv i le ,  P o l i t iq u e  e t  H is to r iq u e  de l a  P a r t i e  F ra n c a is e  de 
l ' I s l e  S a in t  Domingue ( P a r i s : L i b r a i r i e  L a ro se , r e - e d i t i o n ,  1958),
p . 28.
^M aurice A. L ub in , Du Recensem ent en H a i t i  (P o r t- a u -P r in c e :  
I n s t i t u t  H a i t ie n  de S t a t i s t i q u e ,  1951), p .  7.
4I b i d . ,  p .' 8 . "
^ A c h ille  A r i s t i d e ,  Q uelques A spec ts  du Problem e de l a  P o p u la ­
t io n  en  H a i t i  (P o r t - a u -P r in c e :  Im p rim erie  de l 'E t a t ,  1955), p . 2 4 .
60
6e s tim a te d  a t  2 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0  w hich  seems more p l a u s i b l e .  A ll  th e s e  cen ­
su se s  a re  so u n r e l i a b le  t h a t  i t  would be f u t i l e  to  e s t a b l i s h  some k in d  
o f  r a t e  o f  p o p u la t io n  grow th b e fo re  th e  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  cen su s  o f  H a i t i  
i n  1950 w hich e s ta b l i s h e d  th e  p o p u la t io n  a t  3 ,0 9 7 ,2 2 0 . The l a t e s t  
U n ited  N a tio n s  e s t im a te  f o r  th e  p o p u la t io n  o f  H a i t i  i s  4 ,3 4 6 ,0 0 0  f o r  
1962. S ince  we a re  d e a lin g  w ith  e s t im a te s  o f  e s t im a te s ,  i t  would 
s u f f i c e  f o r  o u r  p u rpose  h e re  to  assume th a t  th e  p o p u la t io n  o f  H a i t i  
i s  ro u g h ly  fo u r  m i l l io n .
H a i t i  i s  th e  m ost d e n se ly  p o p u la te d  c o u n try  in  th e  W estern
H em isphere, a lth o u g h  some o f  th e  C arib b ean  is la n d -p o s s e s s io n s  have
h e a v ie r  c o n c e n tr a t io n .  I n  1962, th e  U n ited  N a tio n s  e s t im a te d  406
in h a b i ta n ts  p e r  sq u a re  m ile .  T h is would compare ro u g h ly  to  th e
d e n s i ty  w hich would r e s u l t  in  L o u is ia n a  i f  th e  p o p u la tio n  o f  Texas
w ere added . As f o r  d e n s i ty  o f  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  to  a r a b le  la n d ,
H a i t i  ranked  t h i r d  in  th e  w orld  a f t e r  Jap an  and Egypt, a c c o rd in g  to  
8
one su rv e y . A r e p o r t  o f  th e  In te r-A m e ric a n  bank e s t im a te d  th e  den­
s i t y  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  r u r a l  p o p u la t io n  in  p ro p o r t io n  to  i t s  c u l t iv a te d  
and p a s tu r e  lan d  a t  923 in h a b i ta n ts  p e r  sq u a re  m ile  in  1960.^
^TT—i.ted N a tio n s , M iss io n  to  H a i t i  (New York: U n ited  N a tio n s ,
1949), p .  27.
7
E s tim a te  was based  on th e  c a lc u la te d  b a la n c e  o f  b i r t h ,  d e a th s , 
and m ig ra t io n .
^U nited  N a tio n s , D epartm ent o f  Economic A f f a i r s ,  Land Reform : 
D e fec ts  in  A g ra ria n  S t r u c tu r e  as O b s ta c le s  to  Economic Developm ent 
(ST/ECA/11, New York: U n ited  N a tio n s , 1951), p .  7 .
Q
?U .S . B ureau o f Labor S t a t i s t i c s ,  Labor Law and P r a c t ic e  in  
H a i t i  (W ashington, D .C .: 1963), p .  5 .
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The r e g io n a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  p o p u la t io n  i s  uneven. 
R oughly, th e r e  a r e  two zones o f  heavy p o p u la t io n :  th e  re g io n
e x te n d in g  from  g r e a t e r  P o r t- a u -P r in c e  to  th e  c e n te r  o f  th e  s o u th e rn  
p e n in s u la  and th e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  th e  n o r th e rn  c o a s t  p u sh in g  to  th e  
i n t e r i o r  ( s e e  f ig u r e  3 ) .  The n o r th e a s t  p e n in s u la  i s  th e  l e a s t  p o p u la te d . 
By and la r g e ,  zones o f  u n fa v o ra b le  n a tu r a l  c l im a t ic  and s o i l  c o n d itio n s  
and h ig h  a l t i t u d e  zones a r e  th e  m ost s p a r s e ly  in h a b i te d .  Moral, e s t i ­
m ates t h a t  48 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  l iv e s  in  th e  m ost f e r t i l e  
zone w hereas e ig h t  p e rc e n t  l i v e  in  th e  l e a s t  d e s i r a b le  z o n e . ^  How­
e v e r ,  i t  would be unw ise to  e la b o r a te  f u r t h e r  as to  why some re g io n s  
a r e  more h e a v i ly  p o p u la te d  th a n  o th e r s .  H i s t o r i c a l  and c u l t u r a l  
f a c to r s  as  w e l l  as g e o g ra p h ic a l ones have p lay ed  t h e i r  p a r t .  R egard­
l e s s ,  th e  c o u n try  i s  so h e a v i ly  p o p u la te d  th a t  no m a tte r  w here one
t r a v e l s ,  even  in  th e  m ost rem ote m o u n ta in s , one f in d s  human s e t t l e -* >
m e n ts .
The d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een u rban  and r u r a l  p o p u la tio n  i s  d i f f i c u l t  
to  e s t a b l i s h  in  H a i t i .  A ccord ing  to  th e  1950 c en su s , 12 .6  p e rc e n t 
o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  i s  u rb a n . T h is  cen su s  in c lu d e d  as u rb an  a l l  
a d m in is t r a t iv e  c e n te r s  o f  communes r e g a r d le s s  o f  t h e i r  s i z e .  For 
in s ta n c e  i t  in c lu d e d  as  u rb an  th e  famous h i s t o r i c a l  p o r t  o f  Mole S t .
lO p au ! M o ra l, L 'Economie H a itie n n e  (P o r t - a u -P r in c e :  Im p rim erie
de l 'E t a t ,  1959), p .  3 2 .
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N ic h o la s , now a g h o s t town o f  477 i n h a b i t a n t s . I f  th e  c r i t e r i a  
o f  2 ,500  minimum was u se d , 9 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  would be 
u rb a n . However, as M oral p o in ts  o u t ,  th e  towns o f  th e  i n t e r i o r  
p r e s e n t  more th e  a s p e c t  o f  la r g e  v i l l a g e s  th a n  tow ns. Urban H a i t i• t
i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  th e  c a p i t a l  and th e  a c t i v e  e le v e n  c o a s ta l  towns
12t o t a l i n g  7 .7  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n . I n  view  o f  th e  in c re a s in g
r u r a l - u r b a n  m ig ra tio n  o f  th e  l a s t  decade and th e  .ra p id  grow th o f
P o r t - a u - P r in c e ,  th e  a u th o r  e s t im a te s  th e  u rb an  p o p u la t io n  a t  12
p e rc e n t  i n  th e  absence  o f  more a c c u ra te  f ig u r e s .
The u rb a n  p o p u la t io n  i s  d i s t r i b u t e d  in  one la r g e  c i t y ,  fo u r
la r g e  towns o f  o v e r 10 ,000 , e ig h t  sm a ll towns o f  o v e r 5 ,0 0 0  and
13e le v e n  u rb a n iz e d  v i l l a g e s  o f  o v e r 2 ,5 0 0 . S in ce  1950 th e  p o p u la ­
t i o n  has in c re a s e d  c o n s id e ra b ly  in  th e  c a p i t a l  c i t y  and in  some o f 
th e  la r g e  tow ns, b u t  th e  r a t e  o f  grow th  in  s m a l le r  towns seem s. to  be 
s lo w e r .
The o n ly  c i t y ,  p ro p e r ly  sp e a k in g , in  H a i t i  i s  P o r t - a u - P r in c e .
The c u r r e n t  p o p u la tio n  o f  G re a te r  P o r t - a u -P r in c e  in c lu d in g  th e  a d ja c e n t
^■*Mole S t .  N ic h o la s , once known as th e  " G ib r a l ta r  o f  th e  New 
W orld" was an im p o rta n t p o r t  d u rin g  c o lo n ia l  d ay s . As l a t e  as 1890, 
i t  had an  e s tim a te d  p o p u la t io n  o f  15,000 f o r  th e  town and commune.
See S en ex an t R o u z ie r, D ic t io n n a ire  G eographique d 1H a i t i  (P o r t- a u -  
P r in c e :  Im p rim erie  H eraux, 1927), v o l .  I l l ,  p . 260.
^ M o ra l ,  op., c i t . , p .  30 .
* % in e ty  th re e  a g g lo m era tio n s  ra n g in g  from  le s s  th a n  500 to  
o v e r 2 ,0 0 0  in h a b i ta n ts  and t o t a l i n g  a p p ro x im a te ly  7 0 ,0 0 0 , w ere 
c l a s s i f i e d  o f f i c i a l l y  as u rb an  f o r  reaso n s  m entioned  above, b u t  a re  
d isc o u n te d  h e re .
r e s i d e n t i a l  town o f  P e t io n v i l l e  i s  e s tim a te d  in  ex cess  o f  200 ,000 .
T h is r e p r e s e n ts  abou t 5 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la tio n  o r  40 p e rc e n t 
o f  th e  u rban  p o p u la t io n . In  P o r t- a u -P r in c e  a re  c o n c e n tra te d  th e  
com m ercial, i n d u s t r i a l  and governm ental a c t i v i t i e s .  I t  i s  th e  t r a n s ­
p o r ta t io n  c e n te r  o f  th e  r e p u b lic  and i t s  p o r t  and a i r p o r t  a r e  th e  l in k s  
to  th e  o u ts id e  w o rld . P o r t- a u -P r in c e  has m ost o f  th e  conven iences 
ex p ec ted  o f  a  m odem  c i t y ,  a lth o u g h  o f  l im i te d  q u a l i t y  and q u a n t i ty .
T here  i s  a  m arked c o n t r a s t  betw een th e  c i t y  o f  P o r t- a u -P r in c e  
and th e  o th e r  tow ns. Cap H a i t ie n  i s  th e  n e x t l a r g e s t  u rb an  agglom era­
t i o n .  I t s  p o p u la tio n  has been  p e re n n ia l ly  e s tim a te d  a t  25 ,000  b u t 
ju d g in g  by i t s  crowded c o n d it io n s ,  ho u sin g  s h o r ta g e  and o c c a s io n a l 
food s h o r ta g e ,  40 ,000  would be a  more a c c u ra te  e s t im a te .  "While 
n o t ic e a b ly  l a r g e r  and e n jo y in g  somewhat more modem con v en ien ces  than  
o th e r  tow ns, Cap H a i t ie n  resem bles th e  o th e r  p r o v in c ia l  towns more 
th a n  i t  does P o r t - a u - P r in c e . O th e r la rg e  towns a re  G onaives and 
Les C ayes, b o th  w ith  p o p u la tio n  c u r r e n t ly  e s tim a te d  a t  15 ,000 .
Je rem ie  - -  11 ,000 in h a b i ta n ts  - -  was h i t  by h u r r ic a n e  H azel in  1954 
from  w hich  i t  n e v e r re c o v e re d . I t  i s  a  d e t e r io r a t in g  town and i s  
more s im i la r  to  th e  s m a lle r  towns w ith  i t s  la c k  o f  sew age, s p o ra d ic  . 
e l e c t r i c i t y  and re g re s s in g  economic a c t i v i t i e s .  Among th e  s m a l le r  
towns a re  th e  p o r t s  o f  S a in t  M arc, Jacm e l, .P o r t-d e -P a ix , and P e t i t  
Goave. W ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f s t i l l  m o d era te ly  p ro sp e ro u s  P e t i t  
Goave, th e y  a l l  d is p la y  th e  symptoms o f  economic decay . F o r t  L ib e rte ^  
w ith  o v e r 6 ,000 in h a b i ta n ts  looks l i k e  a  g h o s t town w ith  b lo c k s  o f  
d e s e r te d  houses in  r u in .  I t s  p ro x im ity  to  a la rg e  Am erican-owned
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s i s a l  p la n ta t io n  k eep s i t  a l i v e .  H inche, i n . t h e  c e n t r a l  p la te a u ,  
sh o u ld  be c l a s s i f i e d  as an u rb a n iz e d  v i l l a g e  in  s p i t e  o f  i t s  5 ,000  
in h a b i t a n t s .  M ost o f  th e  e le v e n  u rb a n iz e d  v i l l a g e s  w i th  p o p u la t io n  
betw een 2 ,5 0 0 .and 5 ,000  a re  s i t u a t e d  in  th e  i n t e r i o r  and fu n c t io n  as 
t r a d e  p o in ts  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p ro d u ce . N ot in  th e  i n t e r i o r  a r e  Aquin 
and S t .  L ouis du N ord, b o th  m oribund p o r t s ,  and M iragoane, w h ich  has 
re c e iv e d  an  economic s p u r t  from  th e  n ea rb y  Reynolds b a u x i te  m in es .
The rem ain ing  88 p e rc e n t  o f  H a i t i ' s  p o p u la t io n  l i v e s  in  r u r a l  
a r e a s ,  making H a i t i  th e  m ost p red o m in an tly  r u r a l  c o u n try  in  th e  
Am erican H em isphere. E ig h t o u t o f  te n  H a it ia n s  l i v e  i n  l i t t l e  com­
m u n itie s  o f  le s s  th a n  100 in h a b i ta n t s  o r  in  s c a t t e r e d  fa rm s te a d s .
I n  1806, r i g h t  a f t e r  th e  r e v o lu t io n ,  i t  was e s tim a te d  t h a t  60 
p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  was fem a le . The 1950 census b ro u g h t th e  
fem ale  p o p u la tio n  down to  5 1 .6  p e rc e n t ,  w hich seems to o  low. I n  any 
c a s e , women outnum ber men e s p e c i a l l y  in  th e  a d u l t  u rb an  p o p u la tio n  
w here th e  sex  r a t i o  i s  a p p ro x im a te ly  66. The sex  r a t i o  in  th e  le s s  
th a n  one y e a r  c a te g o ry  f o r  th e  e n t i r e  p o p u la tio n  i s  81.
W ith  r e s p e c t  to  age c o m p o sitio n , th e  H a it ia n  p o p u la t io n  i s  e s s e n ­
t i a l l y  young. T h is i s  a c t u a l l y  v i s i b l e ;  th e  p rep o n d eran ce  o f  young 
p e o p le  i s  s t r i k i n g  to  th e  o b s e rv e r . About 38 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  popu­
l a t i o n  i s  l e s s  th an  15 y e a rs  o ld  and 48 p e rc e n t u n d er 20 , a cc o rd in g  
to  th e  census o f  1950. In  th e  p ro d u c tiv e  age c a te g o ry , nam ely th e  
15-64 age g ro u p , th e  p ro p o r t io n  i s  o f  57 .7  p e rc e n t  and fo u r  p e rc e n t  
o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  i s  65 y e a rs  o ld  and o v e r . These f ig u r e s  sh o u ld  be 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  th e  same to d ay , k e ep in g  in  mind alw ays t h a t  th e  census
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o f  1950 does n o t  have a  h ig h  r a t i n g  o f  a c c u ra c y  and th a t  many H a it ia n s  
do n o t know t h e i r  e x a c t  a g e . The p ro p o r t io n  o f  y o u n g s te rs  i n  th e  
H a i t ia n  p o p u la t io n  com pares fa v o ra b ly  w ith  t h a t  found in  th e  le s s  
d eveloped  c o u n tr ie s  o f  L a t in  A m erica and in  o th e r  u n derdeveloped  
a re a s  o f  th e  w o rld , as o f  1950. I t  i s  ab o u t th e  same p ro p o r t io n  
w hich  was found in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  a  c e n tu ry  ago in  1860.
The re c o rd in g  o f  b i o s t a t i s t i c s  in  H a i t i  i s  so d e f i c i e n t  t h a t  
o n ly  a f r a c t i o n  o f  d e a th s  and b i r t h s  a r e  r e g i s t e r e d ,  th u s  m aking i t  
v e ry  h a rd  to  e s t im a te  b i r t h  r a t e ,  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e  and th e  r a t e  o f  popu­
l a t i o n  g row th . S a in t - S u r in  a tte m p te d  in  a  r e c e n t  s tu d y  to  e s t im a te  
H a i t ia n  b i o s t a t i s t i c s  by a p p ly in g  a  method used  in  m easu ring  b i r t h
and mortality rates in areas with defective registration. He
14a r r iv e d  a t  th e  fo llo w in g  e s t im a te s  f o r  th e  p e r io d  1960-65:
B i r th  R a te : 44
M o r ta l i ty  R a te : 22
R ate  o f  I n c r e a s e :  2.2%
D e sp ite  th e  w eakness o f  th e  a v a i l a b le  d a ta  on b i r t h  r a t e s  in  
H a i t i ,  i t  i s  s a f e  to  assume t h a t  th e  r a t e  i s  v e ry  h ig h . M oreover, 
c o n d it io n s  g e n e r a l ly  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  low f e r t i l i t y —nam ely, a h ig h  
d eg ree  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and u r b a n iz a t io n ,  h ig h  p e r  c a p i t a  
incom e, and a h ig h  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t io n a l  a t ta in m e n t - - a r e  a b se n t in
^ S a i n t  S u r in , oj>. c i t . . p .  16. See p p . 5-10 f o r  method 
em ployed.
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H a i t i . ^  N o n e th e le s s , th e r e  i s  a  d i f f e r e n t i a l  f e r t i l i t y  r a t i o  betw een
.u rb a n  and r u r a l  p o p u la t io n . F o r 1959, th e  f ig u r e  was 36 fo r  u rb an
16a re a s  and 52 f o r  r u r a l  d i s t r i c t s ,  a v e rag in g  49 f o r  th e  n a t io n .  T his 
i s  p ro b a b ly  a ls o  a r e f l e c t i o n  o f s o c ia l  c la s s  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  
f e r t i l i t y  r a t e s .  Fam ily  l im i t a t i o n  among th e  e x c lu s iv e ly  u rban  e l i t e  
.and m id d le  c la s s  i s  n o t  unknown w hereas f o r  th e  p e a s a n t " p i t i t e  c 'e s t  
r i c h e s ” (c h i ld re n  a r e  w e a l th ) . High f e r t i l i t y  t re n d s  a r e  n o t l i k e l y  
to  d im in ish  in  H a i t i ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  th e  tim e  b e in g .
The high m o r t a l i t y  r a t e  in  H a i t i  i s  b e l ie v e d  to  be  slow ly  
17d e c re a s in g . L a rg e  s c a le  d is e a s e  e r a d ic a t io n  p rog ram s, n o ta b ly  
a g a in s t  yaws and m a la r ia ,  have been  c a r r i e d  o u t d u rin g  th e  l a s t  two 
decades w ith  th e  a s s i s ta n c e  o f  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  and s e v e r a l  i n t e r ­
n a t io n a l  a g e n c ie s . As y e t ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  e v a lu a te  a c c u r a te ly  
th e  e f f e c t  of su ch  program s on th e  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e .  In  g e n e r a l ,  h e a l th  
c o n d itio n s  have s t e a d i l y  im proved s in c e  1915 d a te  o f  th e  b e g in n in g  o f 
th e  Am erican o c c u p a tio n . W hile  c e r t a i n  endemic d is e a s e s  have b een  
b ro u g h t under c o n t r o l ,  d is e a s e s ,  such  as tu b e r c u lo s i s ,  w hich  a re  
r e l a t e d  to  su b s ta n d a rd  l i v in g  c o n d itio n s  a re  s t i l l  th e  m ain k i l l e r s .  
I n f a n t  m o r ta l i ty  i s  v e ry  h ig h . I t  i s  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  o n ly  one o f  two
15U nited N a tio n s , M iss io n  to  H a i t i ,  o p . c i t . , p . 3 3 .
16T . Lynn S m ith , Fundam entals o f  P o p u la tio n  S tudy  (C h icag o :
J .  B. L ip p in c o t t ,  1960), p . 318 .
^H ow ever, th e  t r e n d  seemed to  have re v e rs e d  i t s e l f  in  th e  m id­
s i x t i e s  when u n d e r th e  D u v a lie r  d ic t a to r s h ip  th e  c o u n try  reached  th e  
ro ck -b o tto m  of econom ic s ta g n a t io n  and two s u c c e s s iv e  h u r r ic a n e s  in  
1963 and 1964 to o k  a heavy t o l l  in  human l iv e s  and b ro u g h t c o n d itio n s  
o f  s e m i- s ta rv a t io n  in  th e  a re a s  a ffe c te d - .—
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18c h i ld r e n  b o rn  in  th e  r e p u b lic  re a ch e s  th e  age o f  f i v e .  C h i ld re n 's  
fu n e ra ls  a r e  p a r t  o f  th e  d a i ly  scen e  in  H a i t i .  T here  a re  no f ig u r e s  
on m a te rn i ty  m o r ta l i ty ;  how ever, l i k e  e lsew h e re  in  th e  w o rld , th e  
women o u t l i v e  th e  men. The e x p e c ta t io n  o f  l i f e  a t  b i r t h  was e s tim a te d  
a t  32 in  1950. I t  m igh t be low er now.
P o p u la tio n  grow th i n  H a i t i  can  be  a t t r i b u t e d  to  n a tu r a l  in c re a s e  
s in c e  m ig ra t io n  to  and from  H a i t i  i s  n u m e r ic a lly  s m a ll .  The r a t e  o f  
grow th o f  2 .2  p e rc e n t  i s  below th e  m edian r a t e  o f  p o p u la t io n  grow th 
f o r  L a t in  A m erica. T h is m igh t s u b s t a n t i a t e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  w h ile  h ig h  
b i r t h  r a t e s  have been  m a in ta in e d , m o r ta l i ty  h as  n o t been  reduced  
d r a s t i c a l l y .  At th e  p r e s e n t  r a t e  o f  g row th , th e  p o p u la t io n  o f  H a i t i  
d o ub les e v e ry  t h i r t y  two y e a rs  and w i l l  be  a b o u t n in e  m i l l io n  by th e  
y e a r  2 ,0 0 0 .
B. R a c ia l  C om position 
The p e o p le  o f  p re s e n t-d a y  H a i t i  a r e  p red o m in an tly  n e g ro id  w ith  
some C au casian  s t r a i n s .  They a r e ,  f o r  th e  m ost p a r t ,  th e  d e scen d an ts  
o f  A fr ic a n  s la v e s  and F ren ch  s e t t l e r s  o f  th e  17 th  and 18 th  c e n tu ry .
The a b o r ig in a l  In d ia n s  w ere  a lm o s t t o t a l l y  e l im in a te d  by th e  e a r ly  
c o n q u e ro rs , so th e  am erin d ian  s t r a i n  i n  th e  p o p u la t io n  i s  n e g l ig ib l e .
A lthough  th e r e  i s  no such  th in g  as a r a c i a l  o r  e th n ic  census 
in  H a i t i ,  i t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  make an app rox im ate  e v a lu a t io n  o f  th e  
r a c i a l  co m p o sitio n  o f  th e  c o u n try . The w h ite  p o p u la t io n  r e p re s e n ts
18R ich ard  P . S c h a e d e l, "An E ssay  on th e  Human R esources o f  H a i t i"  
(U npub lished  mimeographed m a n u sc rip t , U .S . A id , H a i t i ,  1962), p .  15.
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no more th a n  a  f r a c t i o n  o f  one p e rc e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n . The 
m u la tto  p o p u la t io n , m eaning a  p o p u la tio n  in  w hich  th e  C aucasian  genes 
a re  dom inant, would be le s s  th an  two p e rc e n t .  In  th e  rem ain ing  98 
p e rc e n t  th e re  i s  some in c id e n c e  o f  C aucasian  s t r a i n  v a ry in g  from  
h a rd ly  v i s i b l e  to  more p ronounced, p erhaps in  one th i r d  o f  t h i s  c a t e ­
g ory  as v a r io u s  w r i t e r s  have a r b i t r a r i l y  advanced . S t i l l ,  th e  
m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  app rox im ate  th e  s o - c a l le d  r a c i a l l y  p u re  
o r  unmixed N egro. A H a i t ia n  a n th ro p o lo g is t  r e c e n t ly  c l a s s i f i e d  th e  
H a i t ia n  p o p u la t io n  as b e in g  85 p e rc e n t  p u re  Negro and 15 p e rc e n t 
m ix ed -b lo o d , th u s  N egroes w ith  a  f r a c t i o n  o f  C aucasian  b lood  and n e a r  
w h ite s  a r e  lumped to g e th e r  in  one c a t e g o r y .^  S in ce  i t  i s  th e  
s o c i a l  im p lic a t io n s  o f  ra c e  w hich a re  o f  i n t e r e s t  i t  i s  more r e a l i s t i c  
to  c l a s s i f y  th e  H a i t ia n  p o p u la tio n  in  th e  fo llo w in g  two g roups:
(1) The l i g h t  p o p u la t io n : w hich  would in c lu d e  th e  few w h ite s  . 
and th e  m u la tto e s  whose Negro a n c e s try  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  m in o r.
(2 ) The dark  p o p u la t io n : w hich  would in c lu d e  th e  unmixed N egroes
and N egroes w ith  some w h ite  g en es .
U sing  th i s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  one cou ld  say  t h a t  o u t o f  a  t o t a l  
p o p u la tio n  o f  abou t fo u r  m i l l io n ,  98 p e rc e n t  a re  dark o r  Negro and 
ab o u t two p e rc e n t  a re  l i g h t  o r  m u la tto . T here  a r e  abou t 5 ,000 
w h ite s  in  H a i t i  o f  w hich ro u g h ly  h a l f  a re  H a i t ia n  c i t i z e n s ;  th e  
o th e rs  a re  fo r e ig n  r e s id e n t s .
19Je a n  B a p t i s te  Romain, "L 1Homme H a it ie n ,  s e s  O rig in e s  E th n iq u es , 
s a  P h i lo s o p h ic ,"  Revue de l a  F a c u l te  d 1 E th n o lo g ie  d 1 H a i t i .  No. 5 , 
1961, p .  4 .
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1. In d ia n  A n ces try
A t th e  tim e o f th e  d is c o v e ry  o f  H a i t i ,  i t  was e s t im a te d  t h a t  th e  
a b o r ig in a l  In d ia n  p o p u la t io n  was ab o u t one m i l l io n  f o r  th e  w hole 
i s l a n d .  These w ere Arawaks and T ain o s  who had been  p reced ed  by th e  
le s s  advanced C iboney. E a r ly  c h ro n ic le s  d e s c r ib e  th e  a b o rig e n es  as 
le s s  th a n  f iv e  f e e t  t a l l ,  c o p p e r-sk in n e d , w ith  heads f l a t t e n e d  a t  th e  
to p , sm a ll hands and f e e t ,  j e t  b la c k  h a i r  and a  m e lan ch o lic  f a c i a l  
ex p re ss io n .^ ®
The In d ia n  r a c i a l  s t r a i n  i s  h a rd ly  n o t ic e a b le  to d a y . The
H a i t ia n  h i s t o r i a n  L ouis E l ie  c la im ed  in  1944 th a t  th e r e  a re  a  few
r a c i a l  e n c la v e s  o f  N e g ro -In d ia n  h y b r id s  to d a y . He m entions th e  "Z ip -
z ip "  o f  th e  m ountains o f  th e  C e n tra l  p la te a u  and th e  " V ie n s -v ie n sM o f
S a l t r o u  n e a r  th e  Dominican b o rd e r .  He a ls o  p o in ts  o u t th e  p re se n c e
o f I n d ia n  t r a i t s  among th e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f  th e  Lamarque p la n ta t io n
o f K en sc o ff , as w e l l  as two r u r a l  s e c t io n s  n e a r  P e ti t-G o a v e . "While
i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  th e s e  groups have a  d i s t i n c t i v e  p h y s ic a l  ap p ea ra n ce ,
th e r e  i s  no p ro o f  t h a t  t h i s  v a r ia n c e  i s  due to  In d ia n  b lo o d . O th e r
21s c h o la r s  have d e sc r ib e d  E l i e 's  p ro o fs  as u n co n v in c in g .
2 . The Negro
A few N egroes w ere found in  th e  co lo n y  as f a r  back  as 1503.
T h e ir  p re sen c e  seemed to  have been a c c id e n ta l .  In  1517, o f f i c i a l
^®_________ , " I n t r o d u c t io n  a l 'A n th ro p o lo g ie  P hysique  des
H a i t i e n s ,"  Revue de l a  F a c u l te  d ' E th n o lo g ie  d 1 H a i t i ,  No. 5 , 1962, 
p . 3 .
21See A c h i l le  A r i s t id e ,  "Le PrQbleme de l 1 In d ie n  e t  de s e s  S u r-  
v iv an ces  eh H a i t i , "  O p tiq u e , No. 27 (Mai 1956), p .  35.
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p e rm iss io n  was g ra n te d  to  im p o rt s l a v e s .  B ut i t  was o n ly  a f t e r  1650
t h a t  th e  p a t t e r n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  a  s te a d y  s la v e  t r a f f i c .  I t
reach ed  i t s  peak  in  th e  1 8 th  c e n tu ry :
F ig u re s  p re s e n te d  in  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r ts  to  th e  m in is te r  
o f  m arine  e s t im a te  th e  s la v e s  in  1701 a t  20 ,000  and 
in  1754 a t  230 ,0 0 0 ; a  v e ry  c o n s e rv a tiv e  e s t im a te  f o r  
1789 w ould be no l e s s  th a n  4 5 0 ,0 0 0 . As o v e r 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  
s la v e s  w ere  im ported  in to  S t .  Domingue in  a l i t t l e  o v e r 
one, hundred  y e a r s ,  i t  would seem t h a t  th e  m o r ta l i ty  
r a t e  was abn o rm ally  h ig h .22
The s la v e s  came m a in ly  from  th e  G uinea c o a s t  o f  W est A f r ic a ,
b u t  p o in ts  o f  o r ig i n  ex ten d ed  as f a r  n o r th  as  S enegal and as f a r
s o u th  as A ngo la . The s la v e s  came from  many t r i b e s ,  b u t i t  seems
t h a t  Dahomey and th e  Congo n a t io n s  w ere  th e  m ost h e a v i ly  r e p re s e n te d .
M oreau de S t .  Mery g iv e s  th e  fo llo w in g  i n t e r e s t i n g  d e s c r ip t io n ,  o f
th e  s la v e s  o f  S t .  Domingue:
The S e n e g a le s e . . .  a re  t a l l  and w e l l - b u i l t ,  s l im  and o f  
an ebony b la c k  c o lo r .  T h e ir  n o ses  a re  narrow  and s im i­
l a r  to  th o s e  o f  th e  w h ite s ;  t h e i r  h a i r  i s  le s s  k in k y  
and more s u s c e p t ib le  to  be m a t t e d . . .
The Y o lo ffs  a r e  s im i l a r  to  th e  S e n e g a le se  b u t 
th ey  a r e  even  t a l l e r .  The Cap V erd N egro . . . a r e  d a rk e r  
th a n  th e  S e n e g a le se , t a l l ,  have r e g u la r  f e a tu r e s  and 
th e  women co u ld  be  c a l l e d  b e a u t i f u l  i f  th e y  d i d n ' t  
have such  la rg e  b r e a s t s .  They have s h in in g  w h ite  t e e t h . . .
The F o u le s  o r  P o u la rd s  have th e  same h e ig h t  as th e  
S e n e g a le se  b u t  a r e  o f  a  r e d d is h  c o lo r .
. . .The Bambaras a r e  th e  t a l l e s t  o f  A f r ic a ,  b u t th e y  
have a  m e la n ch o lic  f a c i a l  e x p re s s io n  and have s c a r s  on 
t h e i r  f a c e s . . .
The M andigos have l i g h t e r  s k i n . . .
The N egroes from  th e  Gold C oast o f  w hich th e y  a re  
many in  S t .  D om ingue... a re  g e n e r a l ly  w e l l - b u i l t . . .They 
have s p a r k l in g  e y e s , sm a ll e a r s ,  th ic k  eyebrow s, a 
f l a t t e n e d  n ose  w ith  a s l i g h t  cu rv e  a t  th e  t i p ,  th e  mouth
99D av is, op., c i t . » p . 289.
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i s  r a th e r  la rg e ,  th e  t e e t h  a re  w h ite  and r e g u la r ,  th ey  
have s h in in g  sk in  and h a i r  t h a t  can be m a tte d .. .T h e  
A radas b e lo n g  to  t h i s  g r o u p . . .
The Negroes o f  b o th  th e  Gold C oast and th e  S lave  
C oast donfjt r e a l l y  have b la c k  s k in  b u t  i t  i s  o f  a y e l ­
low ish  c o lo r  w hich makes i t  p o s s ib le  to  m is ta k e  some 
o f  them f o r  m u la tto e s  i f  i t  w a s n 't  f o r  s c a rs  w hich  
id e n t i f y  them  as A f r i c a n s . . .
The Congos a r e  o f  medium h e ig h t  and o f a  c o lo r  
in  betw een th e  S en eg a le se  and th e  Gold C oast N e g r o .^
"While m ost o f  th e  s la v e s  came from  W est A f r ic a ,  i t  i s  obvious
from  th e  q u o ta t io n  above th a t  a  c o n s id e ra b le  v a r i e ty  o f  su b races
w ere in tro d u c e d  in to  H a i t i ,  making th e  p re s e n t  s o - c a l le d  p u re  Negro
p o p u la tio n  h e te ro g en eo u s  in  ap p ea ra n ce . T h e re fo re , i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t
to  d ec id e  w h e th er a p h y s ic a l  ty p e  w hich  i s  a t  v a r ia n c e  w ith  th e  norm
stems from a Caucasian or mongoloid strain or has an African tribal
o r ig i n .  In  th e  community o f  Desdunes in  th e  A r t ib o n i te  v a l le y ,  f o r
24in s ta n c e ,  th e  p o p u la tio n  i s  u n u s u a lly  t a l l  and lep tosom e.
3 . The M u la tto
The m u la tto  p o p u la tio n  r e s u l te d  from th e  m ix tu re  o f  A frica n s  
and E uropeans. The C aucasian  s t r a i n  i s  p r im a r i ly  F ren ch  s in c e  th e  
S p an ia rd s  d id  n o t  s ta y  lo n g  enough to  le av e  an a p p re c ia b le  im p r in t 
on th e  p o p u la t io n .
2 % o reau  de S t .  M ery, 0 £ . c i t . , p p . 4 7 -5 3 . T r a n s la t io n  m ine.
^^The w r i t e r  w itn e s se d  a  p a ra d e  o f  m ili t ia m e n  coming from  a l l  
p a r t s  o f  th e  R ep u b lic . When th e  detachm ent from Desdunes ap p ea red , 
th ey  w ere a  head t a l l e r  th a n  a l l  th e  o th e rs  th u s  co n firm in g  th e  f i r s t  
im p ress io n  he had about t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  community. Romain in  h is  
s tu d y  o f  th e  an th ro p o m etry  o f  th e  H a i t ia n ,  f in d s  t h a t  th e  in h a b i ta n ts  
o f  th e  A r t ib o n i te  V a lley  a r e  t a l l e r  th a n  th o s e  from o th e r  p a r t s  o f  
th e  c o u n try . Romain, 0 £ .  c i t . . p .  60.
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C r o s s - r a c ia l  un io n s  betw een w h ite s  and N egroes o c cu rred  a lm o st 
s im u lta n e o u s ly  w ith  th e  a r r i v a l  o f  th e  f i r s t  s la v e s .  The g e n e ra l  
a tm osphere  o f  l i b e r t i n a g e  f o s te r e d  by s la v e r y  and- th e  s c a r c i t y  
o f  w h ite  women encouraged  m isc e g e n a tio n . T h is  gave r i s e  to  a new 
p h y s ic a l  ty p e  w ith  th e  g e n e r ic  d e s ig n a t io n  o f  m u la tto  a s  w e ll as  a 
new s o c i a l  g ro u p , th e  A ff ra n c h is  ( f r e e  p e o p le  o f  c o lo r ) ,  f o r  i t  was 
th e  a c c e p te d  custom  f o r  a  w h ite  f a th e r  to  f r e e  h is  m u la tto  o f f s p r in g .  
A t th e  same tim e , th e  p u rc h a se  o f  freedom  was a  r e g u la r  le g a l  p ro c e ­
d u re  r e l a t i v e l y  e a s i e r  f o r  th e  m ix ed -b lo o d  th a n  f o r  th e  b la c k  s la v e .  
C o lo r th u s  became a  s t a t u s  sym bol. I t  was assumed th a t  th e  mixed 
b lo o d  was f r e e  and th e  more he ap p ro x im ated  th e  w h ite  th e  g r e a te r  h is  
p r e s t i g e .  I t  made f o r  th e  c o n sc io u s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  in  th e  s o c ie ty  
o f  d i f f e r e n t  d e g re e s  o f  b lood  m ix tu re . Moreau de S t .  Mery d e s c r ib e s
th e  124 p o s s ib le  co m bina tions o f  N eg ro -w h ite  ra c e  m ix tu re  u s in g  13
25d i f f e r e n t  la b e l s  to  d e s c r ib e  th e  r e s u l t i n g  s k in  c o lo r .  The la b e l s  
d is c u s s e d  below a re  s t i l l  i n  use  to d ay .
The g r i f f e  i s  t e c h n ic a l ly  th e  o f f - s p r in g  o f  a  Negro and a 
m u la t to ,  and th e re b y  su p p o sed ly  o f  th r e e - f o u r th s  Negro a n c e s t r y .
Today, th e  te rm  g e n e r a l ly  r e f e r s  to  a p e rso n  o f  some w h ite  b lood  b u t 
whose p h y s ic a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  p red o m in an tly  N egro. The fem in in e  
c o u n te r p a r t  i s  g r i f fo n n e  g e n e r a l ly  im ply ing  a  p r e t t y  d a rk  sk in n ed  
g i r l .
The m u la tto  i s  su p p o sed ly  th e  r e s u l t  o f  w h ite-N egro  un ion  and
25Moreau de S t .  Mery, 0 £ . c i t . ,  pp . 86-102 .
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th e re b y  o f  h a lf -N e g ro  a n c e s t r y .  T here  i s  g r e a t  v a r i e t y  in  h is  p h y s ic a l  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  as he i s  f u r t h e r  su b d iv id e d  in to  l i g h t  m u la tto  and 
d a rk  m u la t to . The p re se n c e  o f  w h ite  a n c e s try  i s  alw ays q u i te  m ani­
f e s t .  Today th e  term  m u la tto  as u sed  in  H a i t i  no lo n g e r  conno tes a 
p e rso n  who i s  h a l f - w h i te .  R a th e r i t  means a  p e rso n  whose C aucasian  
f e a tu r e s  dom inate  h i s  Negro a n c e s t r y .  I t  i s  synonymous w ith  n e a r ­
w h ite ,  b u t a ls o  th e  n o t- s o -w h ite  who a re  s o c i a l l y  p ro m in en t. The 
term  can  be p e jo r a t iv e  depending  on who u ses  i t  and a t  w hat o c c a s io n .
M oreau de S t .  Mery d id  n o t m en tion  th e  g rim aud . Today i t  i s  th e  
m ost commonly u sed  term  and th e  fem in in e  c o u n te r p a r t  i s  g r im e l ie .
I t  r e f e r s  more o r  l e s s  to  a p e rso n  o f  h a l f  o r  more Negro a n c e s try ,  
th u s  i t  comes c lo s e  to  th e  academ ic d e f i n i t i o n  o f  m u la t to . G e n e ra lly  
th e  grim aud has n e g ro id  f e a tu r e s  and h a i r  te x tu r e  and a -y e llo w is h -  
brown com plex ion . The grim aud i s  n o t  c o n s id e re d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
a t t r a c t i v e .
The m arabou, u n l ik e  th e  grim aud. i s  a  much adm ired ty p e  w hich 
co rre sp o n d s  ro u g h ly  to  th e  moreno ty p e  o f B r a z i l  and th e  tr ig u e n o  
ty p e  o f  P u e r to  R ico . The term  i s  supposed to  have d e r iv e d  from "M oor." 
I t  r e p r e s e n ts  th e  harm onious b le n d in g  o f  th e  b e s t  e lem en ts  o f  th e  
C aucasian  and Negro ra c e s  w ith  a p o s s ib le  ad m ix tu re  o f  In d ia n  b lo o d .
I t  i s  n o t  e x a c t ly  c l e a r  w hat deg ree  o f  Negro a n c e s try  i s  im plied ' in  
th e  u se  o f  th e  term  m arabou. I t  i s  n o t  a  v e ry  common ty p e . The 
o u ts ta n d in g  f e a tu r e  o f  th e  marabou i s  h is  f in e  s t r a i g h t  b la ck  h a i r .
H is s k in  i s  brown w ith  a  coppery  r a th e r  th a n  y e llo w ish  h ue . H is 
p r o f i l e  i s  g e n e r a l ly  a q u i l in e .  He resem bles th e  E a s t In d ia n .
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Among th e  r u r a l  p e o p le , th e  te rm  rouge  i s  a ls o  used  f o r  p e rso n s  
who a re  somewhat l i g h t e r  th a n  th e  g e n e ra l  p o p u la t io n . He i s  n ic k ­
named b la n c  i f  he i s  m arked ly  l i g h t e r  th a n  th e  norm.
«l
Toward th e  end o f  th e  c o lo n ia l  p e r io d ,  th e re  w ere 28 ,000 f r e e  
p e o p le  o f  c o lo r ,  w hich would e q u a te  ro u g h ly  w ith  th e  number o f  
m ix ed -b lo o d s . "While few f r e e  p eo p le  o f  c o lo r  w ere b la c k , few er s la v e s  
w ere m u la t to e s .  The members o f  H a i t i ' s  p re s e n t-d a y  sm all e l i t e  c la s s  
a r e  f o r  th e  m ost p a r t  th e  d e scen d an ts  o f  th e s e  a f f r a n c h i s . They have 
m a in ta in e d  t h e i r  l i g h t e r  c o lo r  by endogamy. However, th e  in b re e d in g  
o f  th e  e l i t e  h as  n o t p roduced  a homogeneous lo c a l  ty p e  as th e  new 
la d in o  ty p e  o f  m estizo  A m erica. Y et th e  gene p o o l has s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
rem ained th e  same f o r  th e  l a s t  150 y e a r s .
The p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  o f  th e  l a s t  f i v e  y e a rs  has a c c e le r a te d  
th e  s te a d y  e m ig ra tio n  o f  th e  m u la tto  p o p u la t io n .  A t th e  same tim e , 
th e  ta b u  o f  th e  m u la tto  c la s s  to  m arry  w i th in  t h e i r  c o lo r  i s  s lo w ly  
b re a k in g  down. So i t  i s  e x p ec ted  t h a t  th e  two p e rc e n t  l i g h t  p o p u la ­
t i o n  w i l l  c o n tin u o u s ly  d e c re a se  and le a v e  H a i t i  r a c i a l l y  d a rk e r  
th a n  e v e r .
4 .  R u ra l H ybrid  E nclaves
T here  a re  a  few i s o l a t e d  com m unities in  r u r a l  H a i t i  wherebby 
h i s t o r i c a l  a c c id e n t  th e  p h y s ic a l  ty p e  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  approx im ates 
more t h a t  o f  th e  C aucasian  th a n  th e  N egro . I n  g e n e ra l  th e  so u th e rn  
h a l f  o f  th e  c o u n try  i s  more r a c i a l l y  mixed th a n  n o r th e rn  H a i t i  b u t 
th e s e  r u r a l  h y b r id  e n c la v e s  a re  ex tre m es . T hese f a i r - s k in n e d  p e a sa n ts  
s h a re  th e  ty p ic a l  l i f e  o f  o th e r  b la c k  H a i t ia n  p e a sa n ts  w ith o u t showing
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any color consciousness or making any attempt to preserve their Cau­
casian strain. Geographical isolation has done it for them.
Such a  community i s  Fond des B la n c s , s i t u a t e d  in  a  rem ote p la te a u  
in  so u th e rn  H a i t i .  D uring c o lo n ia l  t im e s , th e  re g io n  was s e t t l e d  
by F ren ch  and S p a n ia rd s  o f  l e s s e r  means who r a i s e d  c a t t l e  on sm all 
ra n c h e s . They owned few s la v e s .  The re g io n  was n o t in v o lv e d  in  
th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  t ro u b le s  o u ts id e  o f  h av in g  t h e i r  com m unications 
c u t  o f f  w hich  w ere n e v e r  a d e q u a te ly  r e e s t a b l i s h e d .  The m assacre  o f  
th e  w h ite s  d id  n o t  o c cu r mdch in  th e  s o u th  and i t  i s  assumed t h a t ,  
in s te a d  o f  f l e e in g ,  th e  w h ite s  o f  Fond des B lancs j u s t  s ta y e d  th e re  
and w ere h o s t  to  o th e r  f l e e in g  w h ite s  from  su rro u n d in g  a r e a s .  Over 
th e  y e a rs  th e y  g ra d u a l ly  mixed w ith  th e  n e ig h b o rin g  d a rk e r  p o p u la ­
t i o n .  A ll  th e  in h a b i ta n ts  o f  Fond des B lancs a re  o f  mixed b lo o d , 
some b e in g  l i g h t e r  th a n  o th e rs^  T h is  t r a i t  ex ten d s  to  o th e r  v i l l a g e s  
in  th e  re g io n . I t  i s  n o t u n u su a l to  s e e  a  b lu e -e y e d , y e llo w -sk in n ed  
p e a s a n t g i r l .  As th e  y e a rs  p a ss  th e  p o p u la t io n  i s  g e t t in g  p r o g r e s s iv e ly  
l e s s  "m e d ite rra n e a n "  in  ap p ea ran ce  as  new p e o p le  from th e  o u ts id e  
te n d  to  s e t t l e  in  th e  re g io n  and in te rm a r ry .  Many o f  th e  p e o p le  o f  
Fond des B lancs have moved to  th e  towns o f  P e t i t  Goave, M iragoane 
and P o r t - a u - P r in c e .  I t  i s  s a id  t h a t  b r o th e l s  in  P o r t - a u -P r in c e  a re  
alw ays e a g e r  to  r e c r u i t  p e a s a n t g i r l s  from  th e  re g io n  f o r  whom th ey  
can  g e t  a  much h ig h e r  p r i c e .  I t  i s  known t h a t  s u c c e s s fu l  b la c k  
p o l i t i c i a n s  on t h e i r  way up th e  s o c i a l  la d d e r  have p ic k ed  p e a s a n t 
m u la tto  m ates from  t h i s  h y b r id  community in  o rd e r  to  l ig h te n  th e  -■ 
second g e n e ra t io n  w hich m igh t th u s  g a in  an e n tr y  in  th e  c lo se d
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m u la tto  b o u rg e o is ie .
The m ountain  community o f  C a s a le . ab o u t 30 m ile s  n o r th  o f  P o r t -  
au -rP rince , i s  a n o th e r  h y b rid  i s l a n d .  I t  i s  somewhat i s o l a t e d  in  
th e  m ountains b u t  much more a c c e s s ib le  th a n  Fond des B la n cs . T h is  
community was b o rn  o u t o f  a c u r io u s  h i s t o r i c a l  in c id e n t .  D uring 
th e  r e v o lu t io n ,  a  P o l i s h  reg im en t d e fe c te d  from N apo leon’s army and 
jo in e d  fo rc e s  w ith  D e s s a l in e s . They w ere sp a red  d u rin g  th e  m assacre  
and founded th e  community o f  C a s a le . Today C asa le  and v i c i n i t y  coun t 
ab o u t 6 ,000  in h a b i t a n t s ,  a l l  m ixed -b loods o f  v a r io u s  d e g re e s . Some 
o f  th e  f a m il ie s  have g a l l i c i z e d  P o l i s h  nam es.
T here  a re  o th e r  s im i l a r  com m unities in  H a i t i .  One co u ld  m ention  
C oridon on th e  n o rth w e s t c o a s t  and to  a  l e s s e r  e x te n t  th e  re g io n  
n e a r  P o r t  S a lu t  in  th e  so u th e rn  p e n in s u la .  The l a t t e r ' s  C aucasian  
s t r a i n  i s  s a id  to  come from  th e  s u rv iv o r s  o f  a P o rtu g u ese  s h ip ­
w reck long  ago.
One sh o u ld  a ls o  m en tion  th a t  as one approaches th e  Dominican 
b o rd e r , S p an ish  t r a i t s  in  th e  H a i t ia n  p o p u la t io n  become a p p a re n t, 
e s p e c ia l l y  in  re g io n s  w hich  have s h i f t e d  back  and f o r th  betw een 
F rench  and S p an ish  c o n tr o l  and l a t e r  betw een H a i t i  and th e  Dominican 
R ep u b lic .
R a c ia l e n c la v e s  can  o ccu r in  s m a l le r  groups th a n  com m unities. . 
F o r in s ta n c e ,  in  G a rre fo u r , th e  r e d - l i g h t  d i s t r i c t  o f  P o r t- a u -P r in c e ,  
th e r e  i s  a sm a ll group o f  lo w -c la ss  m u la tto e s  l i v in g  in  one n e ig h ­
borhood who a re  th e  a c c id e n ta l  o f f s p r in g  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s  and fo r e ig n  
s a i l o r s  and v i s i t o r s .
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I t  has  been  .sa id  t h a t  19 y e a rs  o f  A m erican o c cu p a tio n  i n  H a i t i
26has in c re a s e d  th e  w h ite  genes in  th e  p o p u la t io n .  W hile  th e r e  i s
no denying  t h a t  i t  h a s , th e  e f f e c t  i s  so  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  i t
h a rd ly  needs to  be  m en tio n ed . O c c a s io n a lly  one see s  a  m u la tto
p e rso n  in  th e  c o u n try s id e  who m igh t be th e  o f f s p r in g  o f  an Am erican
27m arin e  o r  o f  a F ren ch  p r i e s t ,  f o r  t h a t  m a t te r .  G e n e ra lly  m ixed- 
b lo o d s  o f t h a t  ty p e  m ig ra te  to  th e  c a p i t a l  and r e in f o r c e  th e  ran k  o f  
th e  lo w -c la ss  m u la t to , o r  i f  th e y  a re  lu c k ie r ,  u se  t h e i r  c o lo r  fo r  
s o c i a l  advancem ent. O fte n  th e  same p a t t e r n  o ccu rs  when a  m ixed- 
b lo q d  i s  th e  o f f s p r in g  o f  a  m u la tto  b o u rg e o is  and h is  p e a sa n t s e r v a n t .
5 . The W hites
The f i r s t  Europeans to  s e t t l e  S a in t  Domingue w ere th e  S p a n ia rd s . 
T h e ir  number in c re a s e d  r a p id ly  d u rin g  th e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  th e  1 6 th  cen ­
tu r y  b u t th e n  th e y  moved on to  o th e r  c o lo n ie s .  They w ere fo llo w ed  in  
th e  17 th  c e n tu ry  £y  F ren ch  a d v e n tu re rs  m ost o f  them o f  Norman o r ig i n .
j  28
W ith  t h e i r  few Negro o r  In d ia n  s la v e s  o r  w h ite  engages th ey  .
e s ta b l i s h e d  th e  f i r s t  F ren ch  s e t t le m e n t .  A t f i r s t  th ey  c o h a b ite d  
f r e e l y  w ith  In d ia n  o r  Negro women o r  th e  few F ren ch  women s e n t  by
26L eybum , oj>. c i t . , p .  104.
i s  s a id  m a lic io u s ly  in  H a i t i  t h a t  th e y  a re  "good" f a th e r s  
in  b o th  sen se  o f  th e  w ord, o r  "he i s  a  bad  chu rch  f a th e r  b u t a  good 
fa m ily  f a t h e r . "
28 In d e n tu re d  s e r v a n ts .  They had a  s t a t u s  a  few d eg rees  above 
s la v e ry  f o r  th r e e  y e a rs  d u rin g  w hich th e y  worked f o r  th e  c o s t  o f  t h e i r  
p a ssa g e  to  th e  New W orld . T h e ir  m a s te rs  w ould o b ta in  them from  th e  
sh ip  c a p ta in  f o r  th e  c o s t  o f  th e  p a ssag e  and would s e t  them f r e e  a f t e r  
36 m onths. They w ere a ls o  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  " t h i r t y - s i x  m o n th e rs ."
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th e  governm ent when i t  p e r io d i c a l ly  em ptied  i t s  j a i l s  to  p o p u la te  th e  
c o lo n ie s .  The co lo n y  grew s lo w ly  and i t  was o n ly  in  th e  18 th  c e n tu ry  
t h a t  th e  p o p u la t io n  in c re a s e d  r a p id ly .  However, th e  w h ite  p o p u la ­
t i o n  alw ays {rem ained a  sm a ll m in o r i ty .  A t i t s  h e ig h t  in  1789, i t  
num bered 40 ,000  o r  e ig h t  p e r  c e n t o f  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n . The 
ten d en cy  f o r  th e  w h ite  p o p u la tio n  was to  be  t r a n s i e n t .  Only one 
f o u r th  w ere c r e o le  (b o rn  in  th e  c o lo n y ) . The o th e r  th r e e - f o u r th s  came 
from  v a r io u s  p a r t s  o f  F ra n c e , s t i l l  many from  Normandy. A h a n d fu l 
came from  o th e r  European c o u n tr ie s  and from  o th e r  F rench  c o lo n ie s .
By th e  b eg in n in g  o f th e  19 th  c e n tu ry , p r a c t i c a l l y  th e  e n t i r e  w h ite  
p o p u la t io n  had f l e d  o r  had been  m assacred .
D uring  th e  g r e a te r  p a r t  o f  th e  19 th  c e n tu ry , th e  w h ite  p o p u la tio n  
o f  H a i t i  was n e g l ig ib l e .  M ost w ere e i t h e r  on o f f i c i a l  m iss io n s  o r  
w ere  c lergym en . I t  was o n ly  tow ard  th e  end o f th e  c e n tu ry  t h a t  sm all 
groups o f  w h ite  fo r e ig n e r s  s t a r t e d  to  s e t t l e  in  H a i t i .  The two most 
im p o r ta n t w ere th e  Germans and th e  S y r ia n s .  The German co lony  
rem ained im p o rta n t u n t i l  W orld War I .  I t  has  a l l  b u t  d isa p p e a re d  
now by e m ig ra tio n  and by a s s im i la t io n .  The S y r ia n s - - a  g e n e r ic  term  
f o r  L ev an tin e s  m o s tly  from  Lebannon, S y r ia  and E g y p t - - s ta r te d  coming 
around  1880 as  poor im m igrants and now c o n tr o l  th e  commerce o f  th e  
c o u n try . They a re  a  n o n - in te g ra te d  m in o r i ty  in  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty .
They te n d  to  m arry  among them selves o r  send  f o r  b r id e s  to  th e  N ear 
E a s t .  I t  i s  n o t  known how numerous th ey  a r e ,  f o r  no s p e c ia l  re c o rd s  
a r e  k e p t o f  them s in c e  th e y  a re  H a i t ia n  c i t i z e n s .  P erhaps 2 ,000  
would be a f a i r  e s t im a te .  They w ere more numerous in  th e  p a s t .
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T h e ir  m e d ite rra n e a n  ty p e  and in  some in s ta n c e s  an in f u s io n  o f  Negro 
b lo o d  g iv e  them an ap p ea ran ce  n o t u n l ik e  th e  l i g h t  m u la t to e s .
A few F ren ch , I t a l i a n s  and A m ericans have s e t t l e d  p e rm an en tly  
in  H a i t i .  A few w h ite  women, m o s tly  F ren ch , have m a rr ie d  H a i t ia n s .
Many o f th e s e  fo r e ig n e r s  become a s s im i la te d  in to  th e  m u la tto  p o p u la t io n  
w i th in  a  g e n e r a t io n .  One c o u ld  c a l l  w h ite  H a i t ia n s  th o s e  C aucasians 
who have o p ted  f o r  H a i t ia n  n a t i o n a l i t y ,  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  H a i t ia n  l i f e ,  
u se  F rench  o r  c r e o le  as t h e i r  n a t iv e  language b u t m arry  among them­
s e lv e s  and r e t a i n  t h e i r  fo rm er n a t io n a l  i d e n t i t y  in  t h e i r  p r iv a te  
l i v e s .  The S y rian s  p e r s o n ify  t h i s  g roup .
6 . T ra n s ie n t  W hites
About h a l f  o f  th e  w h ite s  l iv in g  in  H a i t i  c o u ld  be c l a s s i f i e d  
as t r a n s i e n t  in  th e  sen se  t h a t  th e y  do n o t  in te n d  to  s t a y  p e rm an en tly . 
The l a r g e s t  o f  t h i s  group a r e  th e  A m ericans who s in c e  th e  American 
o c c u p a tio n  o f  1915-1934, have conducted  b u s in e s s  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  
r e l i g i o u s ,  e d u c a t io n a l  o r  m ed ica l m iss io n s  in  th e  R e p u b lic . S in ce  
1955, th e r e  has been  an in c re a s e  i n  a id  program s and te c h n ic ia n s  
have b ro u g h t t h e i r  f a m il ie s  w ith  them . B efo re  th e  p o l i t i c a l  u n r e s t  
o f  May, 1963, w hich r e s u l te d  in  mass e v a c u a tio n , th e  Am erican co lony  
in  H a i t i  numbered ab o u t 1 ,3 0 0 .
The second m ost im p o rta n t group o f  t r a n s i e n t  w h ite s  i s  th e  
c le r g y .  About 1 ,000 fo re ig n  p r i e s t s ,  s i s t e r s  and b r o th e r s ,  m o stly  
F ren ch , B e lg ian s  and F rench  C an ad ian s, te a c h  and ten d  m ed ica l 
m iss io n s  in  H a i t i .  A few D om inicans, B r i t i s h  W est In d ia n s  and o th e r  
L a t in  Am ericans r e s id e  in  H a i t i  f o r  v a r io u s  and sund ry  re a s o n s , b u t
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t h e i r  number i s  s m a ll .
The w h ite  p o p u la tio n  o f  H a i t i  in  e a r ly  1963 re p re s e n te d  abou t
0 .15  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n .  T h e ir  number has s in c e  
d im in ish e d .
7 . R a c ia l  Awareness
An a tte m p t i s  b e in g  made h e re  to  in v e s t i g a t e  to  w hat d eg ree  th e  
H a i t ia n s  p e rc e iv e  r a c i a l  d i v e r s i t y .  We a re  n o t i n t e r e s t e d  in  t h e i r  
aw areness o f  s o c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  due to  ra c e  w hich  to p ic  w i l l  be  
t r e a t e d  in  a n o th e r  C h a p te r . Of c o u rse  i t  i s  h a rd  to  d i s a s s o c ia te  
s o c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  from  r a c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e ,  e s p e c ia l l y  in  H a i t i  w here 
i t  i s  a u to m a tic a l ly  assumed t h a t  a l ig h t - s k in n e d  p e rso n  o ccu p ies  a 
h ig h  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n .
The fo llo w in g  o b s e rv a tio n s  a re  th e  r e a c t io n s  o f  H a it ia n s  to  
r a c i a l  ty p e s  d e p a r t in g  from  th e  Negro norm. They p e r t a in  m o s tly  to  
th e  H a i t ia n  r u r a l  mass f o r  whom th e  p re se n c e  o f  w h ite s  and l i g h t  
m u la tto e s  i s  a  n o v e l ty .
M ost H a i t ia n s  a re  c ap a b le  o f  d is c r im in a t in g  betw een  f in e  sh ad in g s  
o f  g k in  c o lo r  w hich many, w h ite s  would n o t  be a b le  to  d i s t in g u i s h .
Even in  th e  w h ite s  th ey  d is c e r n  w h e th e r th ey  have y e llo w , p in k  o r 
v e ry  w h ite  s k in .  On th e  o th e r  hand, th e y  seem to  f e e l  t h a t  w h ite  
p eo p le  a l l  look  a l i k e  and t h a t  th e r e  i s  more v a r i e t y  o f  ty p es  among 
N egroes th a n  among w h i te s .  They f a i l  to  s e e  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een 
a  m e d ite rra n e a n  and n o rd ic  ty p e . Any h a i r  w hich  i s  l i g h t  brow n, 
re d  o r  b lo n d  i s  lumped to g e th e r  as " r e d . ” However, th e y  a re  v e ry  
co n sc io u s  o f  th e  g ra in  and te x tu r e  o f  th e  h a i r .  I n  fac t„  h a i r  te x tu r e
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is about the only thing that they r e a l l y  admire about the Caucasian
p h y s iq u e . N on-kinky h a i r  i s  d e sc r ib e d  as "good" h a i r  w hereas v e ry
k in k y  h a i r  i s  r e f e r r e d  to  d e r o g a to r i ly  in  c r e o le  as  cheveu g ra in e ,
29cheveu p o iv re  g u in ee  o r  t e t e  g r id a p p e . O therw ise  th e  C aucasian  
app ears  to  many H a it ia n s  as somewhat c o lo r le s s  o r-w ashed  o u t .  "They 
have no c o lo r ,  th e y  a re  th e  c o lo r  o f  ash  a l l  o v e r ,"  one in fo rm an t 
s a id .  "They have y e llo w  te e t h  and a  s l i t  f o r  a  m outh ," s a id  a n o th e r . 
"They have v e ry , v e ry  long  n o s e s ;"  " th e y  a re  too  b ig  and f a t ,  e s p e c ia l l y  
th e  men;" " th e y  have bad s k in ,  rough and s a l lo w ;"  " th e y  have s q u in ty  
e y e s ;"  e t c .  T hese w ere some o f th e  rem arks o b ta in e d  by d i s c r e t e  
i n q u i r i e s . The rem arks w ere accom panied by grim aces to  im i ta te  how 
th e  w h ite  man lo o k s . I n  g e n e ra l  th e y  conceded t h a t  th e  C aucasian  
fem ale  makes a  more fa v o ra b le  im p re ss io n . However, th e y  f e l t  t h a t  
she d id  n o t app roach  th e  b e au ty  o f  a  b ro w n-sk in  c r e o le  w ith  b ig  b la ck  
e y e s , w hat i s  term ed as une b e l l e  h a i t i e n n e . The c u r r e n t  id e a l  
ty p e  in  fem in in e  b e a u ty  i s  d e sc r ib e d  as brown s k in ,  cu rv aceo u s, w ith
re g u la r  f e a tu r e s  and i f  p o s s ib le ,  f i n e  h a i r . - A g e n e ra tio n  ago , th e
p a le  m u la tto  ty p e  was c o n s id e re d  th e  id e a l  woman and would w in th e  
b e a u ty  c o n te s ts  and be c a r n iv a l  queen . But she  has b een  d is p la c e d . 
R e c e n tly  such  a  " p a le "  g i r l  com peting a t  a  b e au ty  c o n te s t  was term ed
o n
A:7Both cheveu g ra in e  and cheveu p o iv re  g u in ee  a r e  .b e s t  t r a n s ­
l a te d  as p ep p er c o m  h a i r .  "T e te  g r id a p p e "  a re  l i t t l e  t i n  k e ro sen e  
lamps w ith  a long  neck  t h a t  s t i c k s  o u t  l i k e  a  c a n d le . The te rm  i s  
u sed  to  r e f e r  to  fem ale  h a i r  w hich i s  so k in k y  t h a t  th e  Only th in g
t h a t  can be done w ith  i t  i s  to  t i e  i t  in  l i t t l e  b r a id s  w hich s t i c k
up around  th e  head l i k e  c a n d le s .
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by th e  rowdy crowd w a tch in g  from  beh in d  th e  fe n c es  as "M iss Pax V i l l a , "  
th e  name o f  th e  l o c a l  m o rtu ary  e s ta b l is h m e n t .
T here  i s  a  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  e x p la n a tio n  f o r  t h i s  change o f  t a s t e .
I t  c o r r e l a t e s  w ith  th e  d e c re a s in g  power o f  th e  m u la tto  e l i t e  to  
impose t h e i r  v a lu e s  on th e  w hole p o p u la t io n . P o s s ib ly  growing 
n a t io n a l is m  and n e g r i tu d e  e x p la in s  why th e  "a ry an "  p h y s ic a l  ty p e  
does n o t seem to  be as f u l l y  a p p re c ia te d  i n  H a i t i  to d ay  as i t  w as.
P e a sa n ts  have d i f f i c u l t y  in  h id in g  t h e i r  c u r i o s i t y  in  re g io n s
w here few w h ite  people, a re  s e e n . They s t a r e  o u t r ig h t  o r  i f  th e y  a re
more s u b t l e ,  th e y  w i l l  h id e  b eh in d  a  t r e e  w here th e y  can s t a r e  a t
t h e i r  e a s e .  I n v a r ia b ly  th e y  w i l l  g r e e t  you as "d o c te u r"  o r  " p a s -
te u r "  and you have th e  g r e a t e s t  d i f f i c u l t y  in  co n v in c in g  them t h a t
you a re  n e i t h e r .  One w onders i f  some o f  them  c o n ce iv e  o f  a  w h ite
s k in  as th e  badge o f  one o c c u p a tio n a l^ g ro u p —th e  m is s io n a ry . The
v e ry  l i g h t  m u la tto  may e x p e r ie n c e  th e  same ty p e  o f  r e a c t io n  in  th e
b ack co u n try  w here he i s  n o t known, e s p e c ia l l y  i f  he speaks c r e o le  w ith
a F ren ch  a c c e n t .  Of c o u rse  th e  dark  H a i t ia n  t r a v e l in g  in  r u r a l
30Europe e x p e r ie n c e s  s im i l a r  c u r i o s i t y  in  r e v e r s e .
^ % h i le  t h i s  w r i t e r  was on a  f i e l d  t r i p  in  th e  i n t e r i o r  o f  th e  
i s o l a t e d  i s la n d  o f  La Gonave o f f  th e  H a i t ia n  s h o re , he  ra n  in to  a  
group o f .c h i ld r e n  who a p p a r e n t ly  had n e v e r see n  a  C aucasian  b e fo re .  
They p o in te d  a t  th e  a u th o r  and laughed h e a r t i l y .  I t  was c l e a r  from  
t h e i r  rem arks t h a t  he was th e  m ost r id ic u lo u s  lo o k in g  human b e in g  
th e y  had e v e r  s e e n . In  a n o th e r  rem ote p la c e  in  th e  c o u n try  when a 
c h i ld  saw t h i s  w r i t e r  he ra n  to  a  h u t  and d ragged  o u t a  l i t t l e  
a lb in o  boy , s tu m b lin g  h a l f - b l in d e d  by th e  b r i g h t  s u n l ig h t  and s a id :
"L i b la n c  to o l"  A c tu a lly ' a lb in o s  a re  c a l l e d  b la n c  m anant an o ld  
term  d e s ig n a t in g  th e  po o r w h ite s  d u rin g  th e  c o lo n ia l  p e r io d .
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We a r e  d e a lin g  h e re  w ith  th e  phenomena o f  c u l t u r a l  fram e o f  
r e f e r e n c e .  Members o f  a  s o c ie ty  w i l l  i d e n t i f y  w hat th e y  have le a rn e d  
c o n s c io u s ly ,o r  u n c o n sc io u s ly  to  be  s i g n i f i c a n t  and m igh t o v erlo o k
w hat i s  n o t  in  t h e i r  e x p e r ie n c e . The H a i t ia n  fram e o f  r e fe re n c e  f o r
■ <S
p h y s ic a l  ap p ea ran ce  s t r e s s e s  s k in  c o lo r  and h a i r  te x tu r e  and se e s  
th e  d a rk  Negro as th e  p ro to ty p e . He i s  aw are o f  th o se  who do n o t f i t  
th e  p ro to ty p e  and has words in  h is  language to  la b e l  them .
C. M ig ra tio n
W hile m ig ra tio n  in  H a i t i  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  sm a ll when compared to  
o th e r  C aribbean  i s l a n d s ,  th e  phenomenon i s  s o c io lo g ic a l ly  i n t e r e s t i n g  
and p re s e n ts  r a th e r  o r ig i n a l  a s p e c ts .  Should  s u i t a b l e  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  
p re s e n t  th e m se lv e s , i t  i s  a n t ic ip a te d  th a t  th e  p o p u la tio n  would 
r a p id ly  in c re a s e  i t s ' i n t e r n a l  as w e l l  as e x te r n a l  m o b i l i ty .  For 
t h i s . r e a s o n  we w i l l  i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  phenomenon a t  g r e a te r  le n g th .
I n t e r n a l  m ig ra t io n  was i n h ib i t e d  by law in  th e  e a r ly  days o f  
th e  r e p u b l ic .  F o r th e  g r e a te r  p a r t  o f  th e  19 th  c e n tu ry , th e  le a d e rs  
o f  th e  n a t io n  w ere anx ious to  keep  th e  m asses on th e  la n d  to  p roduce 
th e  e x p o r t  c ro p s  on w hich  th e  u rb an  e l i t e  was dependen t f o r  i t s  
incom e. I t  a ls o  e f f e c t i v e l y  b a r re d  th e  p e a s a n t mass from  p o l i t i c a l  
power by c o n f in in g  p o l i t i c a l  r i v a l r i e s  to  th e  sm a ll u rb an  community 
w h ile  th e  p e a sa n ts  d o c i le ly  t i l l e d  th e  s o i l  and p ro v id e d  th e  cash  
c ro p s . F e a sa n ts  a t  f i r s t  w ere n o t  a u th o r iz e d  to  le av e  t h e i r  r u r a l  
s e c t io n s  and co u ld  n o t  e n te r  th e  towns w ith o u t a  p a s s . However, by 
th e  tu r n  o f  th e  2 0 th  c e n tu ry , th e  e q u il ib r iu m  p o p u la t io n - re s o u rc e
began to  be com prom ised, r e s u l t i n g  in  a  t r i c k l e  o f  m ig ra t io n  to  th e  
towns w hich was encouraged  f u r th e r  by th e  im pact o f  th e  Am erican 
o c c u p a tio n . T h is p o p u la t io n  movement has p e r s i s t e d  s in c e  b u t has 
o n ly  g a in ed  momentum in  th e  l a s t  decade . U n fo r tu n a te ly  th e r e  a re  
no r e a l i s t i c  e s t im a te s  o f  th e  s i z e  o f t h i s  m ig r a t io n .  The m ost 
im p o rtan t i n t e r n a l  p o p u la t io n  movement i s  th e  ru r a l - u r b a n  m ig ra tio n  
to  t h e .c o a s t a l  tow ns, p a r t i c u l a r l y  to  th e  c a p i t a l .  R eg io n al i n t r a -  
r u r a l  m ig ra t io n  has o c c u rre d  a ls o  to  c e r t a i n  zones o f  s p a r s e  s e t t l e ­
m ents such as th e ,b o r d e r  zone w ith  th e  Dom inican R epub lic  and th e  
o f f s h o re  i s l a n d s .  The p o p u la t io n  o f c e r t a i n  re g io n s  a re  more m obile  
th a n  o th e r s .  F o r in s ta n c e ,  th e  s o u th e a s t  has p ro v id e d  th e  b u lk  o f 
th e  m ig ran ts  m ain ly  d i r e c te d  to  th e  c a p i t a l ,  w hereas th e  A r t ib o n i te  
has th e  m ost s e d e n ta ry  p o p u la t io n .  T h is  seems to  be an e s ta b l i s h e d  
t r a d i t i o n ,  f o r  th e  fo rm er re g io n  i s  n o t more d e te r io r a te d  n o r more 
o v e r-p o p u la te d  th an  th e  l a t t e r .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  one m ig ra to ry  t re n d  i s  
d is c e rn a b le :  th e  p o p u la t io n  movement from  th e  su rro u n d in g  m ountain
s lo p e s  to  th e  more f e r t i l e  p la in s  a d ja c e n t  to  towns (Ex: P la in e
des C ayes, re g io n  s o u th  o f  P o r t - a u - P r in c e ,  P la in e  du Nord around Cap 
H a i t i e n . ) ^
Reasons f o r  m ig ra t io n  a re  d iv e r s e  b u t  economic m o tiv a tio n s  p r e ­
dom inate . To th e  young p e a s a n t ,  i t  i s  th e  hope o f  a  job  w hich  w i l l  
g iv e  more r e tu r n  f o r  e f f o r t s -  expended th a n  w ork ing  a  p a rch ed  o r  
eroded  m ountain  s lo p e .  To th e  son  o f  th e  p e a s a n t la n d lo rd  w ith
^^M oral, o£ . c i t . , p . 38.
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l a r g e r  h o ld in g s  who had a  few y e a rs  o f  s c h o o lin g , i t  i s  th e  hope f o r  
a h ig h e r  s o c i a l  s 't a tu s .  Those who m ig ra te  to  th e  towns a re  g e n e r a l ly  
th e  ex trem es o f  th e  r u r a l  s o c i a l  h ie r a r c h y :  th e  la n d le s s  p e a s a n t
who has no a l t e r n a t iv e ,  b u t  to  j o in  th e  f l o a t in g  p o p u la t io n  o f  u rb an  
slums d w e lle r  and th e  b e t t e r  o f f  p e a s a n t fa m ily  who i f  lucky  m igh t 
make th e  jump in  th r e e  g e n e ra t io n s  from  a r u r a l  c o f fe e  buyer to  p ro ­
v in c ia l  la w y e r - te a c h e r  to  th e  new m id d le  c l a s s  d w e lle r  o f  th e  
32c a p i t a l .
R u ra l-u rb a n  m ig ra tio n  in  H a i t i  fo llo w s  u n iv e r s a l  t re n d s  in  t h a t  
i t  i s  s e l e c t i v e  o f  y o u th  and women. I n  long  d is ta n c e  m ig ra t io n , as 
w e l l  as i n  th e  tem p o rary  m ig ra tio n s  o f  s u g a r  cane w orkers  and s i s a l  
p la n ta t io n  w o rk e rs , men a re  dom inan t. M ig ra tio n  to  th e  c a p i t a l  c i t y  
i s  by f a r  th e  h e a v ie s t  and i s  o f te n  done in  th r e e  s ta g e s :  from
th e  r u r a l  s e c t io n  to  th e  n e a r e s t  v i l l a g e ,  th e n  to  th e  n e a r e s t  p ro ­
v i n c i a l  town, and e v e n tu a l ly  to  P o r t - a u - P r in c e .  A nother no tew o rth y  
developm ent o f  th e  l a s t  two decades i s  th e  in c r e a s in g  m ig ra t io n  o f  
th e  p ro v in c ia l  town e l i t e  to  th e  c a p i t a l .  S tu d e n ts  from  th e  
p ro v in c e s  a r e  a ls o  m ig ra tin g  i n  in c re a s in g  number to  P o r t- a u -P r in c e  
to  o b ta in  t h e i r  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  and seldom  r e tu r n  home. Those who 
r e tu r n  g e n e r a l ly  have im p o rtan t fa m ily  econom ic i n t e r e s t s  th e re  b u t 
o f te n  m a in ta in  a  re s id e n c e  in  th e  c a p i t a l  to  w hich th e y  r e tu r n  
f r e q u e n t ly .
As a w ho le , r u r a l - u r b a n  m ig ra tio n  has c r e a te d  more problem s th a n
32I b i d . ,  p . 39 .
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p ro g re s s  in  H a i t i .  F o r th e  g r e a t  m a jo r i ty ,  th e  hope f o r  a  b e t t e r  l i f e  
has r e s u l te d  m ere ly  in  exchang ing  one m ise ry  f o r  a n o th e r .  T here  i s  
no in d u s try  to  ab so rb  t h i s  m ig ra t io n . I t  i s  th e  g e n e ra l  consensus 
among th e  m ig ra n ts ,  how ever, t h a t  th ey  do ach iev e  a  s o r t  o f  c u l t u r a l  
" e n lig h tm e n t"  by t h e i r  u rban  e x p e r ie n c e , and a  few o f  them do manage 
to  enhance t h e i r  socioeconom ic s t a t u s .  The l a t t e r  a c t  as a symbol 
o f  e m u la tio n  f o r  f u tu r e  m ig ra n ts .  The fo llo w in g  s tu d y  i l l u s t r a t e s  
th e  p l i g h t  o f  r u r a l  m ig ra n ts  who have moved to  th e  town o f  Cap
H a i t ie n  and l i v e  in  i t s  slum  a re a  known as La F o s s e t t e . O th er
towns have s im i la r  " b id o n v i l l e s " : P o r t - a u -P r in c e  has two b l ig h te d
a re a s  o f  u n b e lie v a b le  p o v e r ty , La S a lin e  and La Cour B re a ; Gonaives 
has i t s  R ab o teau ; S t .  Marc i t s  P o r t a i l  Guepe, and Je rem ie  i t s  S t .
H e len e , w here th o usands l i v e  in  th e  most a b je c t  c o n d i t io n s .
33R u ra l M ig ra tio n - to  Cap H a i t ie n : A Case S tudy
Cap H a i t ie n ,  th e  second  l a r g e s t  u rb an  c e n te r  i n  H a i t i  (p o p u la ­
t io n  ap p ro x im a te ly  4 0 ,0 0 0 ) , has been  th e  r e c ip i e n t  in  th e  l a s t  decade 
o f  a grow ing number o f  r u r a l  m ig ran ts  who have s e t t l e d  in  th e  l e a s t  
d e s i r a b le  p a r t  o f  town, an ag g lo m era tio n  o f  f l i m s i l y  b u i l t  s h a n t ie s  
known as La F o s s e t t e . T h is  zone, n o t much l a r g e r  th a n  one sq u are  
m ile ,  c o n ta in s  an e s tim a te d  7 ,000 p eo p le  o f  w hich  35 p e rc e n t  a re  
m ig ran ts  o f  r e c e n t  v in ta g e .  La F o s s e t te ,  w hich  had a lre a d y  an unde­
s i r a b l e  r e p u ta t io n  in  c o lo n ia l  days a cc o rd in g  to  S t .  Mery, i s  today
3% uch o f  th e  d a ta  in  t h i s  s tu d y  came from a re s e a rc h  p r o je c t  made 
in  1962 by Mr. Jeh an  M e rv e il le ,  s tu d e n t  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  H a i t i ,  
u n d e r th e  s u p e rv is io n  o f  t h i s  w r i t e r .
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a  slum  teem ing w ith  l i f e .  I t  i s  th e  h a b i t a t  o f  th e  p e r e n n ia l ly  unem­
p lo y e d , v a g ra n ts ,  p r o s t i t u t e s  and o th e r s  e x i s t in g  on no v i s i b l e  means 
o f  income o r  a t  b e s t  on m a rg in a l o c c u p a tio n s . T h e ir  number i s  con­
s t a n t l y  in c re a s e d  by th e  s te a d y  in f lu x  o f  r u r a l  m ig ra n ts .  Here and 
th e r e  a re  a few o ld e r  and more r e s p e c ta b le  f a m i l ie s  l i v in g  in  b e t t e r  
houses who have been  th e r e  f o r  g e n e ra t io n s  and r e f u s e  to  be budged 
in  s p i t e  o f  th e  s e a  o f  c o n fu s io n  w hich  has grown around  them . An 
atm osphere  o f  n o is e ,  ex c item e n t and p ro m isc u ity  r e jg n s  in  La F o s- 
s e t t e .  P eo p le  m i l l  ab o u t th e  s t r e e t  a t  a l l  h o u rs  o f  th e  n ig h t  and
th e  c r i e s  o f  p e d d le rs  s e l l i n g  t h e i r  w ares m ing le  w ith  th e  raucous
34sound o f m usic coming o u t o f  th e  b id .jo n e l le  w hich  n e v e r  c lo s e s  i t s  
g a t e s .
La F o s s e t te  r e c e iv e s  i t s  im m igran ts from  a l l  th e  r u r a l  a re a s  
su rro u n d in g  Cap H a i t ie n  and a ls o  from  more d i s t a n t  p o in ts  o f  th e  
D epartm ent du N ord. In  th e  l a t t e r  c a s e , a  tw o -s ta g e  m ig ra t io n  i s  
o f te n  in v o lv e d : from  an i s o l a t e d  fa rm s te a d  to  th e  n e a r e s t  la rg e
v i l l a g e  and th e n  on to  Cap H a i t ie n .
Reasons f o r  m ig ra t in g  a re  p r im a r i ly  econom ic. The m ig ran t 
sam ple p o p u la tio n  w hich was in te rv ie w e d  gave th e  fo llo w in g  re a so n s : 
lan d  e x h a u s tio n ; la n d  e x p r o p r ia t io n  b ecau se  o f  d e b ts  in c u r re d  f o r  
ex p en siv e  cerem onies to  vodou go d s, f i r s t  communion, o r  f u n e r a l s ;
^ A  r e c e n t ly  c r e a te d  c re o le  word d e r iv e d  from  th e  S p a n ish  v e l -  
lo n e ra  ■ ju k e  box. I t  d e s ig n a te s  a  p r im i t iv e  amusement complex 
w hich o f f e r s  c o c k f ig h ts ,  gam bling , t a x i  d an c in g , vodou d an ces , 
b o r d e l lo s ,  food and d r in k  s t a l l s .  A ll  th e s e  a re  assem bled  in  one 
compound and c a t e r  to  th e  lo w est c l a s s .
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o r  lo s s  o f  lan d  to  u n sc ru p u lo u s  law yers in  su c c e s s io n  la w s u i t s ;  o r 
f o r  f a i l i n g  to  m eet th e  e x h o rb i ta n t  r a t e s  o f  u s u r e r s .  I n  a n o th e r  
c a te g o ry , many came lo o k in g  f o r  a  b e t t e r  jo b  and an e a s i e r  l i f e .
O th ers  came b ecau se  th e y  w ere m i s f i t s  in  t h e i r  com m unities: th o se
who ra n  a fo u l  w ith  th e  lo c a l  law , o r  had s e r io u s  q u a r r e ls  w ith  t h e i r  
n e ig h b o rs  o r  r e l a t i v e s  o r  who f e l t  th re a te n e d  by e v i l . s p e l l s  c a s t  on 
them by r e a l  o r  im ag in ary  p e r s e c u to r s .  Sometimes a  p e rso n  a lre a d y  
e s ta b l i s h e d  in  La F o s s e t te  co n v inces r u r a l  r e l a t i v e s  to  m ig ra te .  Some 
m ig ra te  to  o b ta in  b e t t e r  e d u c a t io n a l  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  
o r  to  send  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  to  s t a y  w ith  r e l a t i v e s  th e r e  f o r  t h a t  
p u rp o se . F in a l ly  a  sm a ll p e rc e n ta g e , upon v i s i t i n g  Cap H a i t ie n  a t  
th e  o c c a s io n  o f  a  f i e s t a  o r  c a r n iv a l ,  a re  " f a s c in a te d "  by w hat th ey  
c o n s id e r  c i t y  l i f e  and d e c id e  to  s t a y .  Very o f te n  d is i l lu s io n m e n t  
fo llo w s  s h o r t ly  b u t  th e y  a re  to o  proud  to  r e tu r n  to  th e  r u r a l  h am le t 
th e y  have dow nrated .
Cap H a i t ie n  has no in d u s try  to  speak  o f  and has d i f f i c u l t y  in  
ab so rb in g  t h i s  e x c e s s ip o p u la t io n .  The m ig ran ts  a c c e p t w h a tev er 
work th e y  can f in d .  Many o f  th e  g i r l s  f a l l  in to  p r o s t i t u t i o n  o r  
p a r t - t im e  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  O th ers  work as  s e rv a n ts  f o r  a  few d o l la r s  
a  month o f te n  w ith  th e  t a c i t  u n d e rs ta n d in g  t h a t  th e y  a re  to  s e rv e  as 
a  s e x u a l o u t l e t  f o r  th e  m a s te r  and th e  sons o f  th e  fa m ily . I f  a  
p regnancy  o ccu rs  th e y  a r e  s e n t  back  to  th e  c o u n try s id e  w ith  some 
money. The men work as l a b o r e r s ,  s te v e d o re s , shoe s h in e r s ,  o r
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35a s s i s t a n t s  to  t ru c k  d r iv e r s .  A m uch-sought jo b  i s  t h a t  o f  s t r e e t  
c le a n e r ,  w hich  i s  a  governm ent jo b  and h as  some k in d  o f  c i v i l  s t a t u s  
and perm anency. Some o f  th e  younger and more a l e r t  men become a r t i ­
s a n 's  a p p re n tic e s  o r  m e c h a n ic -a p p re n tic e s . L ikew ise  some young 
g i r l s  become s e a m s tr e s s - a p p r e n t ic e s . I n  g e n e ra l ,  i t  i s  y e a rs  b e fo re  
an a p p re n tic e  ea rn s  a  s a l a r y  beyond h is  expense  money and d u r in g  t h a t  
tim e  he i s  a t  th e  m ercy o f  th e  whims o f  h is  b o s s . O th e r m ig ra n ts  a re  
s t r e e t  p e d d le r s ,  b eg g ars  o r  depend on th e  g e n e r o s i ty  o f  t h e i r  r e l a ­
t iv e s  f o r  a c o m e r  o f  a  room to  s le e p  in  and a  food h a n d o u t. M ost 
o f  th e  m ig ran ts  l i v e  by ex p ed ien cy .
T here  was a  n o t ic e a b le  h o s t i l i t y  betw een th e  n a t iv e  p o p u la t io n  
o f  La F o s s e t te  and th e  m ig ra n ts .  The l a t t e r  w ere g e n e r a l ly  d i s ­
s a t i s f i e d  w ith  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  and, w h ile  few w anted  to  r e tu r n  
-'“ to  r u r a l  l i f e ,  many w ere  a w a itin g  an o p p o r tu n i ty  to  move on to  
P o r t - a u -P r in c e  and even  o u t ,of th e  c o u n try  to  N assau . In  th e  mean­
tim e , l i t t l e  i f  an y th in g  was b e in g  done by  governm ental a u t h o r i t i e s  
to  a l l e v i a t e  th e  p l i g h t  o f  th o u san d s o f  p eo p le  cau g h t in  a  s o c i a l l y  
u n h e a lth y  m il ie u  w ith  l i t t l e  hope and chance to  g e t  away from  i t .
1 . M ig ra tio n  o u t o f  H a i t i  *
A r e l a t i v e l y  sm a ll b u t  grow ing number o f  p e o p le  e m ig ra te  from 
H a i t i  ev ery  y e a r .  T h is  m ig ra tio n  i s  a ls o  s e l e c t i v e  o f  th e  extrem e
^>An a s s i s t a n t  o f  t h i s  s o r t  i s  c a l l e d  s e c r e t a i r e j n  c r e o le .  I t  
Im p lies  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  a  m an-F riday  h e lp in g  h i s  b oss in  a  w ide 
v a r i e ty  o f  t a s k s .  The r e la t io n s h ip  i s  v e ry  in fo rm a l. The s e c r e t a i r e  
h im s e lf  w i l l  have a  s e c r e t a i r e  and so on down th e ^ l in e  to  th e  p o o re s t  
in d iv id u a l .
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in  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s .  The p e a s a n t m asses a r e  s p i l l i n g  o v e r in to  th e  
n e ig h b o rin g  is la n d s  and members o f  th e  e l i t e  and e d u ca te d  m idd le  
c la s s  e x p a t r i a t e  th em selv es  to  f o r e ig n  lan d s  v o lu n ta r i l y  o r  as 
p o l i t i c a l  e x i l e s .
The e x p a t r i a t io n  o f  th e -  e l i t e  i s  th e  ty p e  o f  m ig ra tio n  t h a t  H a i t i  
can l e a s t  a f f o r d ,  y e t  i t  has grown r a p id ly  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  T ra ­
d i t i o n a l l y  th e r e  has alw ays been a  group o f  p eo p le  fo rc e d  o u t o f  th e  
c o u n try  a f t e r  each  new governm ent b u t  g e n e r a l ly  th e y  re tu rn e d  when 
t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty  was back  in  pow er, w h ile  t h e i r  opponents in  
tu rn  w ent in to  e x i l e .  Today th e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  more s e r io u s .  The 
more e d u ca ted  segm ent o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  has l o s t  f a i t h  in  th e  
c o u n tr y 's  e v e r  b e in g  a b le  to  g e t  o u t o f  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  and economic 
m o rass, and perm anent e m ig ra tio n  from  th e  to p  i s  becoming a r e a l i t y .  
H a i t ia n s  o f  t h i s  c la s s  have s e t t l e d  in  v a r io u s  L a t in  A m erican c a p i ­
t a l s ,  i n  Canada and in  E urope, m ain ly  in  F ra n c e . The b u lk  o f  them 
a re  in  New York C ity  w here th e  H a i t ia n  co lo n y  has grown to  an e s t i ­
m ated 2 0 ,0 0 0 , n o t a l l  o f  them o f  th e  e l i t e  c l a s s .  More r e c e n t ly ,  
H a i t ia n  s p e c i a l i s t s  have o b ta in e d  p r o f e s s io n a l  p o s i t io n s  i n  th e  new 
A fr ic a n  n a t io n s .  Hundreds a r e  in  th e  Congo a l o n e . -  O p p o rtu n ity  in  ' 
A f r ic a  i s  c o n s id e re d  th e  " m ira c le  o f  th e  2 0 th  c e n tu ry "  by th e  
H a i t ia n  e l i t e .  Those who have gone have done w e l l  and a r e  i n  in c r e a -  
s in g  demand as te a c h e r s ,  a g ro n o m is ts , p h y s ic ia n s  and le g a l  e x p e r t s .
^ C o n g o l e s e  s tu d e n ts  im pressed  by H a it ia n  s p e c i a l i s t s  have 
e x p re sse d  th e  d e s i r e  to  s tu d y  in  H a i t i !
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T here  i s  a keen  c o m p e titio n  f o r  th e s e  p o s i t io n s .  L ik ew ise , H a i t ia n
s tu d e n ts  compete f i e r c e l y  f o r  th e  o b te n t io n  o f fo r e ig n  sc h o la rsh ip s ,*
o f te n  as a  f i r s t  s te p  to  s e t t l e  ab ro ad . As th e  tre n d  i s  in c r e a s in g ,
H a i t i  w i l l  s u f f e r  s e r io u s ly  in  th e  long  ru n  from th e  lo s s  o f  i t s
m ost p ro d u c tiv e  and t r a in e d  p o p u la t io n :
I t  has been  e s t im a te d , f o r  in s ta n c e ,  t h a t  70 p e rc e n t  o f  
th e  p h y s ic ia n s  g ra d u a ted  i n  th e  l a s t  10 y e a rs  have l e f t  
th e  c o u n try . The e n t i r e  group o f  n u rs e s ,  g ra d u a te d  in  
1960, has e m ig ra te d . I n t e r n a t io n a l  o rg a n iz a t io n s  have 
been  a s s a u l te d  by e n g in e e r s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  eco n o m ists , 
p h y s ic ia n s ,  and law yers se e k in g  jo b s  in  th e  newly em er­
g ing  n a t io n s .  I t  has been  s a i d . . . t h a t  more th a n  a  
thousand  H a i t ia n s ,  e x p e r ts  and p r o f e s s io n a ls ,  a re  now 
on th e  s t a f f s  o f  s e r v ic e s  and a g en c ie s  in  A f r ic a .  We 
a re  w itn e s s in g  a k in d  o f  new H a i t ia n  d ia s p o ra  w hich 
sp read s  i t s  you n g est and m ost dynamic e lem en ts  th ro u g h ­
o u t th e  w o r l d . 37
A check o f some s o r t  i s  b e in g  made to  cu rb  th i s  e m ig ra tio n . The 
p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  R epub lic  p e r s o n a l ly  approves th e  l i s t  o f  H a itia n s  
a p p ly in g  f o r  e x i t  v i s a s .  However, t h i s  p o l ic y  i s  m o tiv a te d  more by 
p o l i t i c a l  revenge th a n  th e  co n ce rn  o v e r th e  lo ss  o f  s p e c i a l i s t s  v a lu ­
a b le  to  th e  c o u n try .
v
W hile e m ig ra tio n  o f  th e  e l i t e  is  th e  r e s u l t  o f  th e  la c k  o f  o p p o r­
t u n i t i e s  f o r  t r a in e d  H a it ia n s  to  e x e r c is e  t h e i r  s k i l l s  o r  d i s s a t i s f a c ­
t io n  w ith  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  p la c in g  p o l i t i c a l  p a tro n a g e  above m e r it  
and a b i l i t y ,  th e  e m ig ra tio n  o f  th e  mass i s  due to  more b a s ic  re a s o n s . 
I t  i s  th e  n a tu r a l  outcome o f  o v e r -p o p u la t io n , lan d -h u n g e r and a  s t a g ­
n a n t economy. I t  s t a r t e d  around  1915 w ith  a  l a r g e - s c a le  m ig ra tio n  to
^ M a n ig a t ,  o£ . c i t . , p . 78.
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Cuba. S im u ltan e o u s ly  th e r e  was an exodus to  th e  Dominican R ep u b lic . 
The l a t t e r  had re c e iv e d  f o r  a  long  tim e a  s te a d y  in f lu x  o f  H a it ia n s  
l iv in g  n e a r  th e  b o rd e r  c ro s s in g  o v e r w ith o u t  c o n s id e r in g  th em selv es  
in  a  fo r e ig n  la n d . More r e c e n t ly  H a i t ia n  m ig ran ts  have been  go ing  ' 
to  N assau .
S in c e  each  o f  th e s e  p o p u la t io n  movements p re s e n ts  d i f f e r e n t
a s p e c ts ,  we w i l l  examine them in d iv id u a l ly .
M ig ra tio n  to  Cuba
L arge s c a le  m ig ra tio n  to  Cuba began in  1915, th e  y e a r  o f  th e
Am erican o c c u p a tio n . Some w r i t e r s  i n t e r p r e t  t h i s  as a  p r o t e s t
a g a in s t  th e  o c c u p a tio n  o r  a s  th e  o n ly  a l t e r n a t i v e  l e f t  to  la n d le s s
p e a sa n ts  whose h o ld in g s  had been  s e iz e d  on p r e t e x t  o f  i r r e g u l a r
t i t l e s  to  r e c o n s t i t u t e  th e  more p r o f i t a b l e  l a t i f u n d i a  o f  th e  p a s t .
W hether t h i s  i s  ex ag g e ra te d  o r  n o t ,  i t  i s  a  f a c t  t h a t  th e  o c c u p a tio n a l
a u t h o r i t i e s  encouraged  m ig ra tio n  to  Cuba f o r  s e v e ra l  r e a s o n s . F i r s t
i t  r e l ie v e d  p o p u la t io n  p re s s u re  in  r u r a l  H a i t i ,  and was a  good way o f
g e t t in g  r i d  o f  p o t e n t i a l  tro u b le m a k e rs , a t  th e  same tim e i t  se rv e d
Am erican su g a r  i n t e r e s t s  in  Cuba c lam o rin g  f o r  more arms to  c u t  can e ,
and l a s t l y  i t  became an im p o rta n t so u rc e  o f  revenue when an e m ig ra tio n
ta x  was c r e a te d .  T h is  ta x  was f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a rs  one o f  th e  c h ie f
38so u rc e s  o f  i n t e r n a l  revenue f o r  th e  R ep u b lic .
The p o r t  o f  Les Cayes in  so u th e rn  H a i t i  was th e  c h ie f  c e n te r
38P a u l M oral, Le Paysan H a i t ie n  ( P a r i s :  G. P . M aisonneuve &
L a ro se , 1961), p .  69.
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f o r  m ig ra t io n  to  Cuba. W hile n o t  th e  n e a r e s t  p o in t  to  Cuba, th e  
c ro s s in g  from  Les Cayes was th e  sm o o th est f o r  s a i l i n g  v e s s e l s .
H a i t ia n  la b o re rs  r a p id ly  g a in ed  a  r e p u ta t io n  f o r  b e in g  f a s t e r  and 
le s s  demanding th a n  o th e r  f o r e ig n  s e a s o n a l w orkers  im ported  in to  
Cuba. T h e re fo re , Cuban su g a r  com panies d e le g a te d  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  in  
Les Cayes to  r e c r u i t  l a b o r e r s .  I n  th e  b eg in n in g  m ost o f  th e  m ig ra ­
t i o n  was i l l e g a l .  At f i r s t  m ost o f  th e  m ig ran ts  w ere la n d le s s  
p e a s a n ts  who had no o th e r  c h o ic e  and th e y  w ere c o n se q u e n tly  e x p lo i te d  
and much abused . I f  w h ile  in  Cuba th e y  d e s e r te d  th e  su g a r  p la n ta ­
t i o n s ,  th e y  o f te n  d id  n o t  r e tu r n  to  H a i t i  b u t  ended i n  th e  slums o f  
S a n tia g o . T here  w ere more th a n  10,000 r e s id in g  in  O r ie n te  p ro v in c e
in  1917; by 1920, i t  i s  e s tim a te d  t h a t  70 ,000  H a i t ia n s  l iv e d  in
39Cuba; " H a itia n o "  became synonymous w ith  "p o o r d e v i l . "  Those who 
re tu rn e d  to  H a i t i  w ere c a l l e d  "v ie jo 'y "  an a m b iv a len t term  meaning 
b o th  "o ld -h an d "  and d i s i l lu s io n e d  r e p a t r i a t e :
However, b eg in n in g  in  1923 n o t ic e a b le  im provem ents 
o c c u r re d . I n  th e  name o f  a  re d is c o v e re d  .n a tio n a lism , 
th e  dangers o f  a r a p id ly  d im in ish in g  r u r a l  la b o r  fo rc e  
was denounced. The governm ent t r i e d  to  l im i t  em ig ra ­
t i o n  by in c re a s in g  p a s s p o r t  f e e s ,  by r e g u la t in g  th e  
o p e ra t io n s  o f  h i r i n g  com panies,, by c o n t r o l l in g  f r e e ­
la n c e  m ig ra t io n . E m ig ra tio n  was even l e g a l l y  p r o h ib i te d  
in  1928. I t  was f r u i t l e s s .  The an n u al r a t e s  o f  d e p a r­
tu r e  in c re a s e d  (an  av erag e  o f  more th a n  20 ,000) w ith  
th e  in te r v e n t io n  o f  two p o w erfu l banana com panies, th e  
A t l a n t i c  F r u i t  Company, and e s p e c ia l l y  U n ited  F r u i t .
The l a t t e r  made h e r  t r a n s i t  s to p  P o r t - d e - P a ix ,  thfe 
c e n te r  o f  H a i t ia n  e m ig ra tio n . I t  made f o r  a  p r o f i t ­
a b le  r e tu r n  f r e i g h t  on i t s  Honduras r o u te .  I t  was 
n o t r a r e  to  s e e  s e v e r a l  thousand  w o rk e rs , who had
^ I b i d . , p . 70.
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come on fo o t  from  a l l  o v er th e  r e p u b l ic ,  assem bled  on 
th e  beach  w a it in g  to  em bark. H a i t ia n  e m ig ra tio n  h en ce ­
f o r th  had i t s  custom s, i t s  t r a d i t i o n s .  I t  had o rg a n iz e d  . 
by i t s e l f .  In  a l l  th e  m arket-tow ns o f  " O r ie n te " , th e r e  
w ere H a i t ia n  t r a d e r s ;  c r e o le  became th e  second lan g u ag e ; 
vodou p r a c t i c e s  sp re a d  w id e ly  in  th e  Cuban c o u n try s id e ;  
th e  p io n e e r  e m ig ra n ts , th e  " v ie jo s "  c o n s t i tu te d  a lr e a d y  M 
a s o r t  o f  a r i s to c r a c y ,  d i s t i n c t  from  th e  mass o f  "engage's" 
who h a d n 't  su cceed ed . At each  new c r o s s in g ,  th e  f r e e ­
la n ce  " v ie jo "  b ro u g h t in  r e l a t i v e s  and f r i e n d s .  When 
he re tu rn e d  home, he  c r e a te d  a  s e n s a t io n  w ith  h i s  loud 
je w e lry , h is  e c c e n t r ic  c lo th e s ,  -h is broad-rim m ed f e l t -  
h a t ,  h i s  su n g la s se s  and h is  S p an ish  ja rg o n . A t P o r t -  
d e -P a ix , Cayes, o r  P e t i t  Goave, th e  r e tu r n  o f  th e  
"Cubans" in  J u ly  was th e  b ig  e v en t o f  th e  y e a r :  b u s i ­
n e ss  p ic k ed  up; th e  g re e n b ac k s , genu ine  o r  c o u n te r f e i t ,  
c i r c u l a t e d ;  p r o v in c ia l  l i f e  woke up . B ut a l l  t h i s  was 
b r u t a l l y  in te r r u p te d  by th e  d e p re s s io n  o f  th e  t h i r t i e s .
I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  e v a lu a te  th e  t o t a l  number o f  d e p a r­
tu r e s ,  o f f i c i a l  and c la n d e s t in e ,  betw een 1915 and 1930:
300 to  400 ,000 la b o re r s  p e rh a p s , o f  w h ich  h a l f  no 
doubt have s e t t l e d  i n  th e  r e g io n  o f  S a n tia g o . The 
Cuban exodus had d is ru p te d  p e a s a n t l i f e  f o r  n e a r ly  a 
g e n e ra t io n , n o ta b ly  in  th e  s o u th e rn  p e n in s u la .  But 
i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  th e  r e tu r n  o f  many " v ie jo s "  had b ro u g h t 
in  some money and a  new and more e n te r p r i s in g  m e n ta l i ty .
Most o f  th o se  who re tu rn e d  s e t t l e d  in  th e  re g io n  o f  Les Cayes
w here th e y  f la s h e d  t h e i r  g o ld  t e e t h  and new ways a c q u ire d  in  Cuba.
To t h i s  day th e  re g io n  o f  Les Cayes i s  m arked by Cuban in f lu e n c e
such  as th e  consuming i n t e r e s t  in  " b o r l e t e , "  th e  c la n d e s t in e  l o t t e r y .
In  1937 u n d er th e  p re s s u re  o f  Cuban s y n d ic a te s  w hich  co u ld  n o t
compete w ith  th e  cheap H a it ia n  la b o r ,  th e  Cuban d i c t a t o r  B a t i s t a
d e p o rte d  thousands o f  H a it ia n s  and curbed  im m ig ra tio n  d r a s t i c a l l y :
N a tiv e  Cubans q u i te  u n d e rs ta n d a b ly  re s e n te d  th e  in f lu x  : 
o f  cheap la b o r  w hich th rew  them  o u t o f  w ork, d e p re ssed  
th e  wage s c a le ,  and th w arted  e f f o r t s  to  im prove w orking  
c o n d it io n s ;  as th e  t i d e  o f  H a i t ia n  im m ig ra tio n
^ I b i d . , p p . 7 0 -1 . T r a n s la t io n  m ine.
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in c re a s e d  d u rin g  th e  'tw e n t ie s  and th e  d e p re s s io n  p e r io d  
o f  th e  ' t h i r t i e s , re sen tm e n t flam ed in to  a c t io n .  M urders 
o c c u r re d ; sh ip s  to  Cuba w ere n o t  a llo w ed  to  la n d ; w ork­
men w ere  b e a te n  and o th e rw ise  p e r s e c u te d .^
. Today e m ig ra tio n  to  Cuba i s  a  th in g  o f  th e  p a s t .  I n  1953 a c c o r ­
d in g  to  th e  Cuban c en su s , th e r e  w ere 28 ,000  H a i t ia n  c i t i z e n s  l iv in g  
in  Cuba. The o th e r s ,  a lr e a d y  in  t h e i r  second  g e n e r a t io n  had  become 
in te g r a te d  in to  Cuban s o c ie ty  as  Cuban c i t i z e n s .  I t  i s  s a id  t h a t  
many Cubans o f  H a i t ia n  o r ig in  p la y e d  an im p o rta n t r o le  in  th e  R evolu­
t io n  o f  th e  S ie r r a  M aestra  and have s in c e  b e n e f i te d  s o c i a l l y  th ro u g h  
C a s t r o 's  la n d  re fo rm s and s u p p re s s io n  o f  r a c i a l  d i s c r im in a t io n .  In  
H a i t i  to d ay  one f in d s  many p e o p le  among th e  o ld e r  g e n e ra t io n  who have 
been " v ie jo s "  a t  one tim e .
42M ig ra tio n  to  th e  Dom inican Republic. ..
I n  s p i t e  o f  th e  p o l ic y  o f  r i g i d i t y  w hich has t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
c h a r a c te r iz e d  c o n ta c ts  betw een H a i t i  and th e  D om inican R ep u b lic , th e  
b o rd e r  betw een them has n o t  b een  im perm eable and a  c e r t a i n  amount o f  
osm osis has o c c u r re d . ' The ten d en cy  has been  f o r  th e  H a i t ia n  p o p u la ­
t io n  to  s p i l l  o v er in to  th e  r e l a t i v e l y  u n d e r-p o p u la te d  Dom inican 
R epub lic  so t h a t  th e  Dominican p o p u la tio n  n e a r  th e  H a i t ia n  b o rd e r  i s  
l a r g e ly  N e g r o .^  I n  f a c t  th e  more th a n  a h a l f - m i l l io n  Dominican
4-lLeybum , o p . c i t . , p . 271.
42Much o f  th e  d a ta  p re s e n te d  h e re  came from a r e s e a rc h  p r o je c t  
made i n  1962 by M iss M a rc e lle  L afond , s tu d e n t  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  
H a i t i ,  u n d er th e  s u p e rv is io n  o f  t h i s  w r i t e r .
4 3 r r u j i l l o  who had a  H a i t ia n  Negro grandm other L u iza  C h e v a l l ie r  
Was v e ry  e a g e r  to  p a ss  o f f  th e  Dominican R ep u b lic  as a n o n -n e g ro id  
c o u n try . He r e p o r te d ly  s e t t l e d  hundreds o f  C e n tra l  European m ale 
im m igrants n e a r  th e  H a i t ia n  b o rd e r  i n  o rd e r  to  w h ite n  th e  p o p u la t io n . 
U n fo r tu n a te ly  f o r  h is  p la n s  th ey  d id  n o t  s t a y .
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N egroes a re  l a r g e ly  o f  H a i t ia n  o r ig i n  w h e th e r th ey  have  s e t t l e d  th e re  
in  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  p a s t  o r  a re  f i r s t  g e n e ra t io n  D om inicans. I n  th e  
20th  c e n tu ry , m assive  im m ig ra tio n  grew to  such  a p o in t  t h a t  i t  le d  
to  a  r u th l e s s  e x te rm in a tio n  o rd e re d  by T r u j i l l o  in  1937 as a  s a l u ­
t a r y  w arn ing  to  H a i t ia n s  to  keep o u t once and f o r  a l l .  An e s tim a te d
20.000 H a it ia n s  w ere m assacred  by m achetes and c a r b in e s .  N onethe­
l e s s ,  th e  v e ry  n e x t y e a r  a t r i c k l e  o f  e m ig ra tio n  resum ed. I n  1950, 
th e re  w ere 19,000 H a it ia n s  l iv in g  in  th e  Dominican R ep u b lic . I t
i s  h a rd  to  e s t im a te  numbers f o r  much o f  th e  m ig ra tio n  i s  s e a s o n a l .
However, i t  i s  r e p o r te d  t h a t  d u rin g  th e  A pril-M ay c r i s i s  o f  1963, as
44many as  6 ,000 H a it ia n s  f l e d  a c ro ss  th e  b o rd e r .  I n  1964, e x i le d
H a it ia n  m ig ra to ry  w orkers r e fu s in g  to  r e tu r n  to  H a i t i  numbered from 
45
35 .000 to  6 0 ,0 0 0 . A f te r  th e  m assacre  and th e  payment o f  in dem nity  
to  H a i t i ,  th e  H a i t ia n  and Dominican governm ents s ig n e d  an agreem ent 
r e g u la t in g  th e  s e a s o n a l m ig ra tio n  o f  H a i t ia n  cane w o rk e rs . T h is  
agreem ent has been  on and o f f .  When i t  i s  o f f ,  th e  m ig ra t io n  
c o n tin u e s  j u s t  th e  same, f o r  H a i t ia n  la b o re r s  a re  s im p ly  smuggled 
a c ro ss  th e  b o rd e r  in  a  w e ll-o rg a n iz e d  r a c k e t .  In  f a c t ,  T r u j i l l o  was 
in v o lv ed  in  i t  in  th e  p a s t .  Am erican su g a r  m i l l  o p e ra to rs  i n  th e  
Dominican R epub lic  p a id  te n  d o l l a r s  to  be d iv id e d  betw een T r u j i l l o  
and one o f  h is  c o lo n e ls  f o r  each  o f  th e  s e v e r a l  thousand  su g a r  cane
^ H is p a n ic  Am erican R eport 16 (A ugust, 1963), p .  568. 
^ H is p a n ic  Am erican R eport 17 (O c to b e r, 1964), p .  713.
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A A
• c u t te r s  i l l e g a l l y  b ro u g h t in to  th e  c o u n try  e v e ry  y e a r .  Few Domini­
cans w i l l  c u t  cane , a  job  re s e rv e d  f o r  th e  "congos" as th e  H a it ia n  
cane c u t t e r s  a r e  c a l l e d  by th e  Dominicans-.
M ig ran ts  to  th e  Dominican R ep u b lic  a r e  a l l  r u r a l  and b e lo n g  to . 
th e  p e a s a n t c l a s s .  They a re  e x c lu s iv e ly  men and t h e i r  ages ran g e  from  
l a t e  te en s  to  l a t e  t h i r t i e s . Many o f  th e  younger men a re  m o tiv a te d  
by th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  e a rn  some cash  w hich  w i l l  en ab le  them to  b u i ld  
th e  house w hich  i s  custom ary  f o r  th e  H a i t ia n  p e a s a n t to  have b e fo re  
he s t a r t s  a fa m ily . Some w i l l  go as o f te n  as th r e e  y ears  in  a row 
to  accum ulate  th e  n e c e s sa ry  fu n d s . The o ld e r  group i s  g e n e r a l ly  mdde 
up o f  p e a sa n ts  h a ra s s e d  by economic problem s who v o lu n te e r  in  o rd e r  
to  e a rn  some c a sh  incom e. In  a d d i t io n ,  th e r e  a re  a few m i s f i t s ,  
a d v e n tu re rs  and th o se  whose in t e n t io n  i s  to  m ig ra te  p e rm an en tly .
M ig ran t cane c u t t e r s  come from  a l l  p a r t s  o f  th e  r e p u b l ic  b u t 
m a in ly  from th e  s o u th e a s t  r e g io n  o f  Jac m e l. I n  th e  y e a rs  when th e  
m ig ra tio n  i s  s a n c tio n e d  by th e  H a i t ia n  a u t h o r i t i e s ; th e  Dom inican 
s u g a r  com panies send  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  to  Jacm el to  h i r e  th e  
cane c u t t e r s .  They h o ld  o f f i c e  in  th e  p u b lic  sq u a re  where th e r e  
a re  lines f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and a p e r fu n c to ry  m ed ica l 
ex am in a tio n . I n  th e  l a s t  l i n e  a  " p a s s a p o r te "  i s  d e l iv e r e d .  A lread y  
a t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  th e  p ro s p e c t iv e  m ig ra n ts  a r e  t r e a t e d  l ik e  c h a t t e l .  
C lo se ly  packed f o r  h o u rs  in  th e  b r o i l i n g  su n , s t e a l i n g  each  o t h e r 's
^G erm an  E . O rn es, T r u j i l l o : L i t t l e  C aesa r o f  th e  C arib b ean
(New Y ork: Thomas N elson  & Sons, 1958), p .  568.
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p la c e  in  l i n e ,  th e  tem pers o f  th e  men o f te n  f l a r e  up and o c c a s io n a l ly  
f ig h t in g  r e s u l t s .  The rough tre a tm e n t o f  o f f i c i a l s  makes t h i s  
a n a rc h ic  scen e  even more la c k in g  i n  human d ig n i ty .  Those who come 
from  d i s t a n t  r u r a l  s e c t io n s  s le e p  i n  th e  p u b l ic  sq u a re  in  o rd e r  to  
be th e  f i r s t  in  l in e  th e  n e x t m orn ing . D uring  t h a t  p e r io d ,  th e  
s t r e e t s  o f  Jacm el become v e r i t a b l e  p u b l ic  d o rm i to r ie s .
The D om inican com panies p ro v id e  th e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and g iv e  a 
d o l l a r  to  e v e ry  m ig ran t f o r  food on th e  t r i p .  Then th e y  a re  packed 
in  tru c k s  and ta k en  to  v a r io u s  p a r t s  o f  th e  n e ig h b o rin g  r e p u b l ic .
The t r i p  ta k e s  from  two to  fo u r  days depending  on th e  lo c a t io n  o f  
th e  Dominican su g a r  p l a n ta t io n  to  w hich  th e y  a re  a s s ig n e d . I t  i s  a 
s i g h t  to  b e h o ld , a cc o rd in g  to  a  Dom inican in fo rm a n t, to  see  th e se  
men a r r iv e  a t  t h e i r  u l t im a te  d e s t i n a t io n .  T i r e d ,  d u s ty  and hungry 
a f t e r  s e v e r a l  days o f  t r a v e l in g ,  guarded  by s o l d i e r s ,  th ey  look 
more l ik e  th e  inm ates o f  a c o n c e n tr a t io n  camp th a n  v o lu n ta ry  w o rk e rs . 
When s e a so n a l m ig ra tio n  i s  i l l e g a l  a s  i t  has been  f o r  th e  l a s t  f iv e  
y e a r s ,  underground  t r a f f i c  i s  j u s t  as i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  b u t s im p l i ­
f i e d .  H a i t ia n  a g e n ts  g a th e r  th e  men and ta k e  them to  th e  b o rd e r  
w here th e y  c ro s s  on t h e i r  own, " p a s s e r  en bas f i l "  as th e y  say .. On 
th e  Dominican s id e ,  t ru c k s  a w a it them . I n  t h i s  c a s e , th e  em ig ran ts  
have no l e g a l  p r o te c t io n  a g a in s t  ab u se .
The l i f e  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  m ig ra n t w orker in  th e  Dominican R epub lic  
i s  re m in is c e n t o f  s la v e ry  d ay s. T h e ir  work c o n s i s t s  o f  c u t t in g  o r  
c a r t in g  cane from  dawn to  dusk . The com panies p ro v id e  them shacks 
and hamacs b u t  th e y  have to  s h i f t  f o r  th em selves f o r  fo o d . I t  i s
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in c r e d ib le  how th ey  s u b s i s t  on a  m eager d i e t  o f  a  l i t t l e  r i c e  and 
beans w hich th e y  cook them selves on o p e n - f i r e s  w ith  o c c a s io n a l ly  
some b read  and very  r a r e ly  some m eat. They g e t  t h e i r  energy  from 
th e  cane  t h a t  th e y  chew a l l  day long w h ile  w ork ing . They a re  
i n t e n t  on sa v in g  money on a  s a l a r y  o f  a  few d o l la r s  a  week. They 
g e n e r a l ly  keep  to  th e m se lv e s , gamble o r  p la y  c a rd s  w ith  each  o th e r .
Some manage to  c o h a b it  w ith  Dominican women b u t in  t h i s  c a se  th ey  
g e n e r a l ly  r e tu r n  to  H a i t i  em pty-handed o r  d o n 't  r e tu r n  a t  a l l .  W ith in  
a  month th ey  can  communicate a d e q u a te ly  in  th e  S p an ish  p a to is  o f  
th e  Dominican m asses. They seem to  g e t  a lo n g  f a i r l y  w e l l  w ith  th e  
l a t t e r .
T h is  s e a s o n a l m ig ra t io n  l a s t s  from  th r e e  to  fo u r  m onths. When 
i t  i s  tim e f o r  them to  r e tu r n ,  some o f them h id e  and s ta y  i l l e g a l l y  
in  th e  Dominican R ep u b lic . Every y e a r  few er r e tu r n  th a n  have l e f t  
H a i t i  and th u s  th e  number o f  H a itia n s  s e t t l i n g  i n  th e  Dominican 
R ep u b lic  in c r e a s e s .  The r e tu r n  t r i p  i s  a t  th e  expense o f  th e  w orker 
and som etim es u ses  up h a l f  o f  h is  s a v in g s . Some a c tu a l ly  w alk a l l  
th e  way back . S ince  th e  m a jo r i ty  a re  i l l i t e r a t e ,  th ey  a re  o c c a s io n a l ly  
sh o rt-c h a n g ed  when c o n v e r tin g  t h e i r  Dominican pesos in to  H a it ia n  
g o u rd es . When th ey  re a ch  t h e i r  n a t iv e  v i l l a g e  in  H a i t i ,  th e r e  i s  
g e n e ra l  r e jo ic in g .  I t  i s  a  n o t ic e a b le  b o o s t to  th e  lo c a l  economy 
and p r ic e s  have a tendency  to  r i s e  te m p o ra r ily . Here and th e r e  a 
th a tc h  ro o f  i s  re p la c e d  by c o rru g a te d  t i n  and houses a re  im proved 
in  o th e r  w ays. The re tu rn in g  m ig ran ts  a r e  n o t ic e a b ly  b e t t e r  d re s s e d . 
They a l l  w ear a  new p a i r  o f  sh o es , som etim es a w r is t -w a tc h  o r  a  f e l t
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h a t ,  w hich  to  them a re  im p o rta n t s t a t u s  sym bols. They i r r i t a t e  th e  
lo c a l  in h a b i ta n ts  by sp eak in g  among th em selv es  in  a S p a n is h -c re o le  
g ib b e r is h .
W hile m ig ra tio n  to  th e  D om inican R ep u b lic  p ro v id e s  a few th o u ­
sand  H a i t ia n s  a  y e a r  w ith  some c a sh  incom e, i t  i s  on th e  w hole a 
shock ing  e x p lo i t a t io n  o f  p e o p le  who a re  e d u c a t io n a l ly  and eco n o m ica lly  
d e p riv e d  and d e fe n s e le s s .
47M ig ra tio n  to  N assau
A f te r  th e  v i r t u a l  c lo s in g  o f  m ig ra t io n  to  Cuba and th e  Dom inican 
R ep u b lic , th e  teem ing m asses o f  H a i t i  lo o k in g  f o r  socioeconom ic 
o p p o r tu n i t ie s  tu rn e d  to  N assau . T h is  e m ig ra tio n  i s  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  
re c e n t  and i s  c au s in g  many headaches to  t h i s  B r i t i s h  crown c o lo n y , 
f o r  much o f  th e  e m ig ra tio n  i s  e x t r a - l e g a l .  A lthough' m ig ra tio n  to  
N assau i s  tem p o rary  and n o t perm anent e x p a t r i a t i o n ,  i t  i s  so dynamic 
t h a t  as many as 10-20 ,000  H a i t ia n s  (one f i f t h  o f  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  
o f th e  Bahamas) a r e  e s tim a te d  to  be in  N assau a t  one tim e  even 
though  th e  tu rn - o v e r  r a t e  i s  h ig h . B ecause o f  th e  in c re a s in g  econom ic 
h a rd sh ip  i n  H a i t i ,  th e  o u tflo w  o f  m ig ra n ts  i s  i n  ex cess  o f  th e  
r e tu rn in g  m ig ra n ts .
P o r t-d e -P a ix  in  n o rth w e s t H a i t i  i s  th e  c h ie f  c e n te r  f o r  m ig ra ­
t io n  to  N assau . F o r many y e a rs  s a i l i n g  v e s s e ls  i n  t h i s  r e g io n  have 
s u p p lie d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p ro d u c ts  to  th e  B r i t i s h  Bahamas. In  th e  l a s t
^M uch  o f  th e  d a ta  p re s e n te d  h e re  came from  a re s e a rc h  p r o j e c t  
made in  1962 by M iss Alma Rose C ado t, s tu d e n t  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  
H a i t i ,  u n d e r th e  s u p e rv is io n  o f  t h i s  w r i t e r .
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decade when N assau developed  a booming t o u r i s t  In d u s try  and ex p e rien c e d  
a  la b o r  sh o r ta g e  i t  was n a tu r a l  t h a t  many H a it ia n  la b o re r s  to o k  t h i s  
o p p o r tu n i ty  to  m ig ra te  to  th e  i s l a n d .  Even though th e  N assau  la b o r  
fo rc e  i s  now o v e r - s a tu r a te d ,  th e  m ig ra t io n  c o n tin u e s .a n d  has assumed 
a c la n d e s t in e  a s p e c t  in  view  o f  th e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  th e  N assau a u th o r i ­
t i e s  have ta k en  to  cu rb  t h i s  unw anted m ig ra t io n . T h is exodus to  th e  
Bahamas, in  s p i t e  o f  m is e ra b le  tre a tm e n t by  u n scru p u lo u s  s e a  cap ­
t a i n s ,  h a rd s h ip  s u f f e re d  i n  N assau and th e  l ik e l ih o o d  o f d e p o r ta t io n  
back  to  H a i t i ,  r e f l e c t s  th e  c o n d itio n s  o f  th e  p o o r H a i t ia n  m asses 
who n o tw ith s ta n d in g  p e r s i s t  in  t h e i r  i n t e n t  to  see k  a  b e t t e r  l i f e  
o u ts id e  H a i t i .  I n  1962, some 1 ,300 p e rso n s  w ere d ep o rted  to  H a i t i
from  th e  Bahamas a t  a  c o s t  o f  $18 .00  p e r  p e rso n  to  th e  B r i t i s h  Colony.
48•In  1963, th e  t o t a l  was ex p ec ted  to  re a c h  3 ,0 0 0 . Thus f a r  more th an
4920 ,000 H a it ia n s  have been  d e p o rte d  from  N assau . T h is p rob lem  has 
been  o f  co n cern  b o th  to  th e  B r i t i s h  and H a it ia n  governm ents and th e r e  
has been  some vague t a l k  o f  b r in g in g  th e  q u e s t io n  to  th e  U n ited  
N a tio n s  f o r ,  w h e th er s in c e r e  o r  n o t ,  th e  H a i t ia n  im m igrant i s  now 
re q u e s t in g  p o l i t i c a l  asylum  r a th e r  th a n  be  cfeported to  H a i t i .  On 
th e  H a it ia n  s id e ,  h a l f - h e a r te d  a tte m p ts  have been  made to  r e g u la te  
th e  m ig ra tio n  b u t th e  governm ent can n o t do much w ith o u t i n t e r f e r i n g  
w i th  th e  v e s te d  i n t e r e s t s  o f  s u p p o r te rs  o f  th e  D u v a lie r  reg im e in  
P o r t-d e -P a ix ,  f o r  m ig ra tio n  to  N assau has g iv en  an  im p o rta n t economic
^ H is p a n ic  Am erican R eport 16 (Ja n u a ry , 1964), p . 1061.
^ H is p a n ic  Am erican R eport 16 (November, 1963), p . 869.
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b o o s t to  t h i s  m oribund p o r t .
M ig ran ts  to  N assau a r e  r e c r u i t e d  p r i n c i p a l l y  among th e  m asses: 
th e  p e a s a n t c la s s  as w e l l  as th e  p r o l e t a r i a t .  Going to  N assau  means 
an  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  im prove o n e 's  econom ic as w e l l  as s o c i a l  s t a t u s .
In  s p i t e  o f  th e  g r e a t  number o f  f a i l u r e s  among th o s e  who have been  
d e p o rte d  o r  who have v o lu n ta r i ly  r e tu r n e d ,  th e  "N assau fe v e r"  has 
s t im u la te d  th e  hopes o f  a  la rg e  p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  m asses. The b u lk  
o f  th e  m ig ran ts  come from th e  n o r th w e s t, a lth o u g h  an in c re a s in g  
number come from  a l l  o v e r th e  r e p u b l ic .
One can d is c e r n  th r e e  m ajo r ty p es  o f  m ig ra n ts .  F i r s t ,  th e r e  
a r e  th o se  who m ig ra te  back and f o r th  and s ta y  in  N assau f o r  a  p e r io d  
o f  one to  th r e e  m onths. These a r e  th e  s e a  c a p ta in s  and t h e i r  crew 
and th o se  who t^ a d e  and t r a f f i c  i n  f o o d s tu f f  and b r in g  back B r i t i s h  
m an u factu red  goods, o f te n  in  c o n tra b a n d . S econd ly  a r e  th o s e  who 
m ig ra te  i n  q u e s t  o f  jo b s  and s ta y  from  one to  f iv e  y e a r s .  A few 
s ta y  i n d e f i n i t e l y ;  many r e tu r n  f o r  a n o th e r  s t r e t c h  o f tim e . One 
in fo rm an t who w ent w ith  th e  f i r s t  m ig ra t io n  25 y e a rs  ago has been  
th e r e  fo u r  tim es and sp e n t a  t o t a l  o f  more th an  tw e n ty .y e a rs  in  
N assau . A th i r d  group a re  th o se  who go to. N assau in  t r a n s i t  hop ing  
from  th e r e  to  e n te r  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  w here i t  i s  b e l ie v e d  th a t  
f o r m a l i t i e s  a re  e a s i e r  and more r a p id ly  f i l l e d  th a n  from  H a i t i .  
R ec e n tly  new spapers have re p o r te d  th e  c a se  o f  tw e n ty - f iv e  H a it ia n s  
who lan d ed  in  F lo r id a  from  N assau see k in g  asylum  r a th e r  th a n  be 
d ep o rted  back  to  H a i t i .  T hese e x i l e s  who w ere re fu s e d  ad m issio n  by 
th e  D epartm ent o f  Im m ig ra tio n  ap p ea led  t h e i r  c a se  to  a  f e d e r a l  ju d g e .
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The c a s e , w hich  has p o l i t i c a l  im p l ic a t io n s ,  i s  c o n s id e re d  a  t e s t  case  
t h a t  c o u ld  open th e  do o r to  th o u san d s o£ o th e r  H aitians.'*®
M ig ran ts  to  N assau a re  o f  b o th  s e x e s , g e n e r a l ly  betw een th e  age
51o f  18 and 4 0 . In  some c a se s  th e y  a re  q u i t e  young. As to  occupa­
t i o n s ,  one f in d s  b e s id e s  u n s k i l l e d  l a b o r e r s ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orkers 
and j a c k s - o f - a l l - t r a d e s ,  more s k i l l e d  w orkers  su ch  as b a r b e r s ,  t a i l o r s ,  
shoem akers, masons and m echanics among th e  men, and d ressm ak ers , 
h a i r d r e s s e r s ,  cooks, la u n d re s se s  and househo ld  s e rv a n ts  among th e  
women. However, once in  N assau , th e y  a re  l i a b l e  to  ta k e  w h a tev e r 
o ccu p a tio n  i s  a v a i l a b le .  Many o f  th e  women f a l l  in to  p r o s t i t u t i o n .
A re c e n t  a r t i c l e  in  a H a i t ia n  new spaper condoning  th e  H a it ia n  g o vern ­
m en t’s d e c is io n  to  su p p re ss  th e  t r a f f i c  s a id :
. . .T h e  re a so n s  b ro u g h t f o r th  to  p u t a s to p  to  
/m ig ra t io n ^ a re  o f  a  m ora l o rd e r ,  a f f e c t in g  th e  
p r e s t i g e  o f  o u r c o u n try  compromised by th e  b e h a v io r  
o f  c e r t a i n  H a i t ia n  women in  th e  houses o f  p le a s u re  
o f  N assau .
I t  seems th a t  once on fo r e ig n  s o i l ,  th e s e  women 
in  o rd e r  to  e a rn  t h e i r  d a i ly  b re a d  w ith o u t too  much 
sw ea t, s e l l  t h e i r  charms i n s t e a d . . .We a re  in  a g re e ­
m ent w ith  th e  r e s p o n s ib le  H a i t ia n  a u t h o r i t i e s  who 
a re  p u t t in g  an end to  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  w hich  
has compromised th e  name o f  o u r c o u n try  and th e  
d ig n i ty  o f  o u r c o m p a tr io ts  e s p e c ia l l y  th o se  who 
e a rn  a  l i v in g  in  a ’h o r iz o n ta l  .p o s i t io n .  ’^2
~*®Times- P icayune (New O r le a n s ) ,  Septem ber 18, 1963.
^ T h e  N assau D a ily  T rib u n e  o f  Septem ber 13, 1961 in form ed th a t  
70 H a itia n s  w ere condemned to  s i x  months i n  j a i l  f o r  i l l e g a l  e n t ry  
in to  th e  Bahamas. Among them w ere two boys o f  14 and 15 r e s p e c t iv e ly  
who w ere s e n t  to  an i n d u s t r i a l  s c h o o l.
~*̂ Le M atin  (P o r t - a u - P r in c e ) ,  O ctober 21, 1961.
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The e d u c a tio n a l l e v e l  o f  th e  m ig ran ts  i s  v e ry  low; m ost o f  them 
a r e  fu n c t io n a l  i l l i t e r a t e s .  N o n e th e le s s , th e y  show a s u r p r is in g  
a p t i tu d e  f o r  th e  E n g lish  lan g u ag e . Those who p ic k  i t  up th e  f a s t e s t  
g e t  th e  b e t t e r  jo b s .
T h ere  a re  two means o f  g e t t in g  to  th e  Bahamas: th e  l e g a l  and
i l l e g a l  way. I n  view o f  th e  d i s p a r i t y  betw een th e  number o f  m ig ran ts  
and number o f  p a s s p o r ts  is s u e d , th e  i l l e g a l  way i s  by f a r  th e  more 
f r e q u e n t .  Those who u se  le g a l  means can a p p ly  f o r  a  m arine p a s s p o r t  
v a l id  f o r  th re e  to  s ix  months and c o s t in g  $ 4 0 .000 in c lu d in g  th e  c o s t  
o f  th e  t r i p  and food and w a te r  w h ile  t r a v e l i n g .  O therw ise  th e y  can 
a p p ly  f o r  a r e g u la r  p a s s p o r t  w ith  a v i s a  o f  one to  th r e e  y e a rs  a t  
th e  c o s t o f  $25 .00  p lu s  a $5 .0 0  p a y -o f f  to  h e lp  t h e i r  chance in  
o b ta in in g  one. I n  a l l  c a se s  th e  p ro c e ed in g s  m igh t ta k e  from one to  
s i x  months and r e s u l t  in  a  r e f u s a l .  A t t h i s  p o in t  th e  m ig ran t de term in ed  
to  leav e  w i l l  u se  th e  "co n trab an d "  m ethod. He w i l l  t r y  to  o b ta in  a 
m arine p a s s p o r t  by " g re a s in g  th e  palm" o f  a  v e n a l governm ent em ployee. 
T h is  p a s s p o r t ,  w h ile  v a l id  in  th e  open sea s  and in  p o r t s  o f t r a n s i t ,  
i s  n o t v a l id  f o r  an ex ten d ed  s ta y  in  N assau . In  case  o f  a r r e s t  in  
N assau some g e t  away by s a y in g : " th e  b o a t  h a s n ' t  l e f t  y e t . "  T h is
l a t t e r  group i s  co m p le te ly  a t  th e  mercy o f  s e a  c a p ta in s  to  whom th ey  
pay $40.00 cash  o r  $60.00  on c r e d i t  te rm s . To o b ta in  th e s e  sums w hich 
a re  c o lo s s a l  to  m ost m ig ra n ts , many s e l l  t h e i r  la n d , t h e i r  l iv e s to c k  
o r  g e t th em selv es  h e a v i ly  in d e b te d . One in fo rm an t, a  woman o f  33, 
m other o f  two c h i ld r e n ,  ag reed  to  pay back  $80 .00  w i th in  two months 
a f t e r  borrow ing  $40.00 to  go to  N assau . She f e l t  re a so n a b ly  s u re  t h a t
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she co u ld  e a rn  t h i s  sum e a s i l y  in  N assau . I t  had n o t o c c u rre d  to  h e r  
t h a t  sh e  cou ld  be d e p o rte d  and th en  fo rc e d  in to  p r o s t i t u t i o n  in  o rd e r  
to  pay  back h e r  c r e d i to r '.
The t r i p  i f  e f f e c tu a te d  by m otor b o a t ta k e s  from f iv e  to  e ig h t  
d a y s . By s a i l  b o a t  i t  ta k e s  from  15 to  22 d ay s. T here  a r e  ab o u t 20 
to  30 p a sse n g e rs  p e r  b o a t  p lu s  c a rg o . By th e  tim e  i t  i s  loaded  th e  
deck o f  th e  b o a t i s  d a n g e ro u sly  n e a r  th e  s e a .  T here  i s  no re c o rd  o f  
th e  number o f  sh ip w re ck s , b u t  as f a r  as one can judge  th e  r a t e  i s  n o t 
abnorm ally  h ig h . The b o a ts  g e n e r a l ly  s a i l  in  l a t e  a f te rn o o n  and more 
o f te n  th a n  n o t s to p  a t  th e  t i p  o f  T o rtu g a  I s l e  w here th e y  p ic k  up th e  
c la n d e s t in e  p a sse n g e rs  who have no p ap e rs  w h a tso ev e r and whose o n ly  
g u a ra n te e  i s  th e  word o f  th e  c a p ta in .  They p i l e  up on to p  o f  th e  
crowded p assen g e rs  b u t no one com plains in  f e a r  o f  th e  a u to c r a t i c  
c a p ta in .  I f  th e  w ind i s  good and th e  s e a  i s  calm , th e  p a sse n g e rs  
s ta y  i n  good s p i r i t  and e n t e r t a i n  th em selv es  w ith  jo k es  and so n g s.
I f  th e  se a  i s  rough  o r  th e r e  i s  no w ind , a  mood o f  d e p re s s io n  
a f f e c t s  everyone. Not a l l  t r i p s  a re  w ith o u t in c id e n ts .  Arguments 
a r i s e  because  o f  la c k  o f  sp ace  and o v e r d r in k in g -w a te r .  C a p ta in s , 
who f e e l  them selves th e  m a s te r  o f  th e  l iv e s  o f  a l l ,  u se  th e  s l i g h t e s t  
p r e t e x t  to  a c t  a r r o g a n t ly  and b r u t a l l y .  Two y e a rs  ago, a  woman 
d isa p p e a re d  on one o f  th e  t r i p s  and th e  c a p ta in  was a r r e s t e d  l a t e r  
i n  H a i t i .  In  1962, th e  H a i t ia n  new spapers w ere f i l l e d  w i th  a 
n o to r io u s  case  w hich  a ro u sed  p u b lic  in d ig n a t io n .  The H a i t ia n  c o a s t  
g u a rd , a f t e r  d is c o v e r in g  a  c o rp se  in  th e  h ig h  s e a s ,  a r r e s t e d  a 
c a p ta in  who was accused  o f  m urdering  two men. He had to  r e e n a c t  th e
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scen e  o f  th e  m urder in  f r o n t  o f  a  la rg e  crowd on th e  w h a rf o f  P o r t -
d e -P a lx  as  i t  had been  t o ld  by w itn e s s e s  to  th e  c rim e . I t  seems
t h a t  a  q u a r r e l  had s t a r t e d  o v e r d r in k in g -w a te r  w hich soon d e te r io r a te d
in to  a  f i g h t  f o r  l i f e .  "With an a x e , th e  c a p ta in  c lubbed  h is  v ic t im
and a n o th e r  man who t r i e d  to  p re v e n t him and th en  threw  b o th  o f  them
i n  th e  s e a .  Then he w iped th e  b lo o d  w ith  h i s  h a n d k e rc h ie f  sa y in g :
53"D ev il!  I  gave you b lo o d ."  Some o f  th e  o th e r  p a s s e n g e rs , lo ck ed  
in  th e  h o ld  o f  th e  sh ip  f o r  th e  n ig h t ,  w itn e s se d  th e  scen e  th ro u g h  a 
c ra c k . A t l a s t  h e a r in g  th e  c a p ta in  was condemned to  d e a th , and 
e x ec u te d .
Some o f  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  m ig ra tio n  to  N assau a re  n o t ic e a b le  in  
th e  changed b e h a v io r  o f  th e  "Nassauman" as th e  re tu rn in g  m ig ran t 
i s  c a l l e d .  At tim es th ey  a re  r e s e n te d  by th e  no n -m ig ran t p o p u la t io n . 
W hile  th e y  a re  more s o p h is t i c a te d  and eco n o m ica lly  b e t t e r  o f f  when 
th e y  come back , th e y  a re  o f te n  f r u s t r a t e d  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e i r  
economic a sc e n s io n  does n o t p ro v id e  them a u to m a tic a l ly  w i th  a h ig h e r  
s t a t u s .  T h e ir  o r ig in .a n d  la c k  o f  e d u c a tio n  p re v e n ts  t h e i r  a c q u is i ­
t io n  o f  th e  p r e s t ig e  to  w hich th e y  f e e l  t h e i r  new s t a t i o n  in  l i f e  
e n t i t l e s  them . ' Some r e a c t  p o s i t i v e ly  to  t h i s  by making much s a c r i ­
f i c e  f o r  th e  e d u c a tio n  o f t h e i r  c h i ld re n  hop ing  th a t  th ey  w i l l  o b ta in  
th e  s t a t u s  w hich has been  d en ied  them . O th ers  r e a c t  by a r ro g a n t
S ^ rh is  confirm ed  f o r  many th e  w id esp read  b e l i e f  th a t  c a p ta in s  
make p a c ts  w ith  th e  d e v i l  s in c e  i t  i s  known th a t  some o f them s e rv e  
vodou gods in  o rd e r  to  g e t  more p a sse n g e rs  and more s a i l i n g  speed .
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b e h a v io r  and n a iv e  o s te n t a t io n .  The f a c t  t h a t  th e y  have found work 
in  N assau and re c e iv e d  much h ig h e r  wages th a n  in  H a i t i  makes them 
do w n -ra te  e v e ry th in g  H a i t ia n  and c o n s id e r  th e  Bahamas s u p e r io r .  They 
o f te n  rem ark how e v e ry th in g  works b e t t e r  in  N assau , p r a i s e  E n g lish  
o rg a n iz a t io n  and work d i s c i p l i n e .  They d re s s  in  loud  Palm Beach 
c lo th e s ,  w alk around w ith  t r a n s i t o r  r a d io s ,  w ear i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
b r a c e le t s  and s p o r t  Am erican h a i r c u t s . G ir ls  n o t long  removed from 
go ing  b a re fo o t  now w ear sp ik e d  h e e ls  to  m ark e t, w ear b o u f f a n t  h a i r ­
dos and t h e i r  s t y l e  o f  d re s s in g  i s  c o n s id e re d  in  po o r t a s t e  by more 
c o n s e rv a tiv e  H a i t ia n s .  They mix a  "y es"  o r  an E n g lish  e x p re s s io n  
in  a l l  t h e i r  c o n v e r s a t io n . I n  f a c t  th e  c r e o le  language in  n o r th ­
w e s t H a i t i  has been a f f e c te d  by th e  "Nassauman" and many a n g lic ism s
54have been  in c o rp o ra te d .
‘ However f o r  a good many m ig ra n ts  th e  s i t u a t i o n  m ight n o t  tu rn
o u t as e n v ia b ly :
D iaro  Las A m ericas d e sc r ib e d  a s i t u a t i o n  in  w hich 
u n scru p u lo u s  s e a - c a p ta in s  prom ised  hungry  H a it ia n s  
a  lan d  o f  m ilk  and honey , c a r r i e d  them to  N assau  and 
th e n  dumped them th e r e ,  w ith o u t l e g a l  a d m itta n ce  o r  
work p e rm its .  I f  th e y  w ere a b le  to  f in d  w ork, th ey  
d id  so in  c o n s ta n t  f e a r  o f  b e in g  d is c o v e re d  by th e  
p o l ic e .  I f  a r r e s t e d  and found to  have e n te re d  th e  
c o u n try  c la n d e s t in e ly ,  as dozens w ere d a i ly ,  th ey  
w ere condemned to  s ix  m o n th s 's  im prisonem en t, a f t e r  
w hich th e y  w ere d e p o rte d  to  H a i t i . ^5
54T h is  w r i t e r  h ea rd  a  p e d d le r  in  P o r t-d e -P a ix  sa y  in  c r e o le :  
"Bam l a  p a ix  m' pas vie' t c h u b le ."  (Leave me in  p e ac e , I  d o n 't  
w a n t . . . )  The l a s t  word was in co m p reh en sib le  a t  f i r s t  th e n  i t  tu rn e d  
o u t to  be  an a n g lic ism : t r o u b le .
■*% ispanic Am erican R ep o rt, o p . c i t . . p . 869.
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In te rv ie w e d  in fo rm an ts  who had been  d e p o rte d  s a id  t h a t  even in  p r is o n  
t h e i r  l i f e  was n o t com parable to  th e  one th e y  le a d  in  H a i t i .  They 
s a id  th e y  w ere w e l l - t r e a t e d ,  w e l l - f e d  and ta k en  c a re  o f  when i l l .
O ften  th o se  w ho.have b een  d e p o rte d  w a it  f o r  th e  f i r s t  o p p o r tu n i ty  
to  r e tu r n  u n d er th e  same c o n d i t io n s .
I n  c o n c lu s io n  i t  can be s a id  t h a t  t h i s  m ig ra tio n  i s  p r o f i t a b l e  
to  many p eo p le  in  H a i t i .  The economy o f  P o r t-d e -P a ix  and th e  g o vern ­
m ent a u t h o r i t i e s  b e n e f i t  from i t .  The c a p ta in s  have made sm a ll 
fo r tu n e s  and s h ip  b u i ld in g  has been  s t im u la te d .  Thousands o f  
re tu rn e d  m ig ran ts  have been  a b le  to  buy p ro p e r ty  and im prove t h e i r  
homes and th e  le v e l  o f  l i v in g  o f  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n .  E d u c a tio n a l 
a s p i r a t i o n  and d e s i r e  f o r  a  h ig h e r  s ta n d a rd  o f  l iv in g  have been  
s t im u la te d .  However, th e  an arch y  and th e  f l a g r a n t  abuses o f  t h i s  
m ig ra tio n  t r a f f i c  sh o u ld  be b ro u g h t under c o n t r o l .  I l l e g a l  m ig ra tio n  
o f  H a i t ia n s  c o n tin u e s  to  be a  s e r io u s  p rob lem  f o r  N assau . R e s t r i c ­
t i o n s ,  a r r e s t s ,  condem nations, d e p o r ta t io n s - - n o th in g  seems to  p re v e n t 
th e  le g i t im a te  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  p eo p le  t r y in g  to  o b ta in  a  b e t t e r  l i f e  
e lsew h e re  in  view  o f  la c k  o f  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  do so a t  home.
As a  g e n e ra l  c o n c lu s io n  to  th e .p ro b le m s  o f  e x te r n a l  m ig ra t io n , 
i t  can  be s a id  t h a t  H a i t ia n  e m ig ra tio n  i s  on th e  w hole more tem porary  
th a n  perm anent s in c e  th e  H a i t ia n  i s  an unwanted im m igrant b ecause  
o f  h is  e t h n i c i t y  and low e d u c a tio n a l l e v e l .  So f a r  th e s e  h an d icap s  
have been  s e r io u s  in  a f f e c t in g  a  s u c c e s s fu l  e m ig ra tio n  as a s o lu t io n  
to  o v e r -p o p u la t io n . T here  has been  some vague t a l k  a t  one tim e by 
form er p r e s i d e n t i a l  a s p i r a n t  Louis D e jo ie  f o r  a  la rg e  s c a le  m ig ra tio n
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to  F rench  G uiana w hich  i s  o f  F rench  c u l tu r e  and p red o m in an tly  a  mixed 
b lo o d  community w ith  le s s  th a n  one p e rso n  p e r  sq u a re  m ile . So f a r  
n o th in g  more has been  s a id  ab o u t i t ,  a lth o u g h  th e  id e a  seems f u l l  
o f  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  However, f o r  s u c h 'a n  e n t e r p r i s e  to  be s u c c e s s f u l ,  
i t  w i l l  be n e c e s sa ry  to  conduct i t  r a t i o n a l l y  u n d er th e  j o i n t  a u sp ic e s  
o f  th e  F rench  and H a it ia n  Governments o r  th e  U n ited  N a tio n s . E f f o r t s  
a t  r e lo c a t in g  p o p u la tio n  have been n o to r io u s  f a i l u r e s  in  th e  p a s t  
when n o t r a t i o n a l l y  p la n n ed . R esp o n sib le  H a i t ia n s  would welcome 
a l l e v i a t i n g  th e  p o p u la tio n  problem  by v o lu n ta ry  e m ig ra tio n  b u t  n o t 
a t  th e  expense o f  th e  f l a g r a n t  e x p lo i ta t io n  o f  t h e .m ig r a n ts .
D. S ta n d a rd  o f  L iv in g
As can be  ex p ec ted  th e  s ta n d a rd  o f  l iv in g  in  H a i t i  i s  ex trem ely  
low. W hile H a i t i  la c k s  m ost o f  th e  b a s ic  s t a t i s t i c s  n e c e s sa ry  f o r  
a q u a n t i t a t i v e  e s t im a te  o f  i t s  le v e l  o f  l i v in g ,  i n d i r e c t  e s t im a te s  
can  be a tte m p ted .
The g ro s s  n a t io n a l  p ro d u c t o f  H a i t i  i s  e s t im a te d  ro u g h ly  a t  $280 
m i l l io n  and th e  p o p u la tio n  a t  fo u r  m i l l io n ,  g iv in g  us a  p e r  c a p i t a  
income o f - $ 7 0 .a y e a r .  However, income is . v e ry  u n ev en ly  d i s t r i b u t e d .  
Ju d g in g  sum m arily by th e  s t y l e  o f  l i f e  o f  th e  u p p e r 10 p e rc e n t  o f  
th e  p o p u la t io n  o f w hich  h a l f  m ust have a  p e r  c a p i t a  income o f  $500 
and th e  o th e r  h a l f  o f  a t  l e a s t  $250, th e  p e r  c a p i t a  income o f  th e  
rem ain ing  90 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  would th e n  av erag e  th e  more 
r e a l i s t i c  b u t  in c r e d ib ly  low f ig u r e  o f  $36. T hese f ig u r e s  a re  some­
w hat m e an in g le ss , f o r  th e  g r e a t  m a jo r i ty  o f  H a it ia n s  manage to  keep
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a l iv e  o u ts id e  th e  money economy. C o n d itio n s  o f  m ise ry  a re  w orsen in g  
as p e r  c a p i t a  income has been  s t a t io n a r y  and even d e c l in in g  f o r  th e  
l a s t  40 y e a r s .  T h is  makes H a i t i  n o t o n ly  th e  p o o re s t  c o u n try  in  
L a t in  Am erica b u t  one o f  th e  p o o re s t  c o u n tr ie s  in  th e  w o rld .
The ex trem ely  low income l e v e l  o f  H a i t ia n s  r e f l e c t s .i t s e l f  in  
th e  employment s i t u a t i o n .  Unemployment, underem ploym ent, s e l f -  
employment on th e  s u b s is te n c e  l e v e l ,  and u n p a id  fa m ily  employment a re  
d i f f i c u l t  to  s e p a r a te .  As a  w hole th ey  sum up to  a  s i t u a t i o n  w here 
th e r e  i s  a  la rg e  la b o r  fo rc e  d isp o se d  to  work b u t no work o f  any 
consequence i s  a v a i l a b l e .  F ig u re s  on unemployment do n o t  e x i s t  b u t  
v a r io u s  p r o f e s s io n a l  so u rc e s  in  H a i t i  have e s tim a te d  th a t  more th a n  
h a l f  o f  th e  la b o r  fo r c e  i s  i d l e .  F u rth erm o re  t h i s  la b o r  fo rc e  i s  
l a r g e ly  u n s k i l l e d .
O th e r socioeconom ic in d ic a to r s  such  as  e d u c a tio n , d i e t ,  h e a l th ,  
h o u s in g  and c lo th in g  a re  c o n s i s te n t  w ith  th e  o v e r a l l  low s ta n d a rd  o f  
l i v i n g .
E d u c a tio n : N in e ty  p e rc e n t  o f  H a i t ia n s  o v e r  10 y e a r s  o f age a re
u n a b le  to  read  o r  w r i t e ,  a  p e rc e n ta g e  w hich  i s  p ro b a b ly  growing r a th e r  
th a n  d im in ish in g . Thus H a i t i  has th e  h ig h e s t  i l l i t e r a c y  r a t e  in  th e  
w o rld  w i th  Ghana and th e  Sudan and th e  h ig h e s t  f o r  th e  American 
h em isp h ere . F u rth erm o re  a p p ro x im a te ly  75 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  
e le m e n ta ry  sch o o l age a re  o u t o f  sch o o l la r g e ly  because  th e re  a re
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56no sc h o o ls  a v a i la b le  f o r  them . Of th o se  who a t te n d  sc h o o l on ly  a  
sm a ll p ro p o r t io n  re a c h  seco n d ary  sch o o l and th e  p ro c e ss  o f  e l im in a t io n  
c o n tin u e s  as le s s  th a n  300 a  y e a r  g ra d u a te  and o n ly  a  f r a c t i o n  o f  
th e s e  a r e  a b le  to  e n r o l l  i n  th e  s o le  u n iv e r s i t y .  Q u a l i t a t iv e ly  th e  
s i t u a t i o n  i s  even more d ism a l. O u ts id e  o f  a few e x c lu s iv e  C a th o lic  
sch o o ls  f o r  th e  p r iv i le g e d ,  s ta n d a rd s  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  a d m in is t r a t io n  
and equipm ent a re  ex trem ely  low. . Schoo ls a re  u n d e r s ta f f e d ,  te a c h e rs  
p o o r ly  p a id  and in a d e q u a te ly  p re p a re d , c lassro o m s overcrow ded, b a s ic  
to o l s  such  as t e x t s ,  ch a lk  and ink  o f te n  la c k in g , and cu rricu lu m  
h o p e le s s ly  a n tiq u a te d  and i l l - a d a p te d  to  th e  needs o f  th e  c o u n try .
D uring th e  c o lo n ia l  p e r io d , no e d u c a tio n a l  system  had been 
c r e a te d .  I n  th e  19 th  c e n tu ry  members o f th e  e l i t e  co n tin u e d  the  
c o lo n ia l  custom  o f  sen d in g  t h e i r  sons to  F ran ce  f o r  a  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n . 
Toward th e  end o f  th e  c e n tu ry , th e  governm ent i n s t i t u t e d  a  token  
system  o f  p u b lic  e d u c a tio n  la r g e ly  th ro u g h  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  fo re ig n  
r e l ig io u s  o rd e rs  * D uring "the o c c u p a tio n , Am ericans s e t  up a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l  s c h o o ls  and, took  o v e r th e  sch o o l o f  m e d ic in e . V o c a tio n a l 
e d u c a tio n  was a ls o  encouraged d u rin g  t h a t  p e r io d .  Today th e  p u b lic  
sch o o l system  i s  h ig h ly  c e n t r a l i z e d .  About 10 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  n a t io n a l  
budget i s  devo ted  to  e d u c a tio n . The Church s t i l l  p la y s  a  la rg e  
r o le  in  p rim ary  e d u c a tio n  w ith  many o f  th e  p a ro c h ia l  sch o o ls  s u b s i ­
d iz e d  by th e  s t a t e .  Urban e d u c a tio n  i s  p a t te r n e d  a f t e r  th e  F rench
^ G e o rg e  a . D ale , E d u ca tio n  in  th e  R epublic  o f  H a i t i  (W ashington: 
U .S . Government P r in t in g  O f f ic e , O ff ic e  o f  E d u ca tio n  B u l l e t in  1959 
No. 2 0 ) , p p . 4 5 -6 .
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m u l t i - t r a c k  system , w hereas r u r a l  a re a s  have o n ly  e lem en ta ry  sch o o ls  
w ith  a  s p e c ia l  c u rr ic u lu m .
N o tw ith s ta n d in g  th e  law s t a t i n g  t h a t  e d u c a tio n  i s  f r e e  and com­
p u ls o ry , and th e  e la b o r a te  a d m in is t r a t io n  s e t  up on p a p e r , th e  f a c t  
rem ains t h a t  to  t h i s  day th e  e d u c a tio n  o f  th e  b u lk  o f  th e  r u r a l  m asses 
has la r g e ly  been  n e g le c te d  and e d u c a tio n  in  H a i t i  i s  p r im a r i ly  an 
u rb an  a c t i v i t y .  The c u rr ic u lu m  i s  m odeled a f t e r  th e  e l i t e  e d u c a tio n  
o f  1 9 th  c e n tu ry  F ran c e . I t  i s  o rn am en ta l to  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  r a th e r  
th a n  a  to o l  to  e a rn  a  l i v i n g .  I t s  s t r e s s  on b e l l e s - l e t t r e s  and beaux 
a r t s  enhances g ra c io u s  l iv in g  b u t i s  co m p le te ly  u n r e a l i s t i c  i n  view  
o f  th e  c o n d itio n s  o f  th e  c o u n try . The f a c t  m ust n o t be overlo o k ed  
th a t  t h i s  a rc h a ic  c l a s s i c a l  e d u c a tio n  was in tro d u c e d  by an u p p e r- 
c la s s  who sh a red  th e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  European and L a t in  Am erican v a lu e  
w hich honors l i t e r a r y  and p r o f e s s io n a l  work and looks down upon 
m anual work and work on th e  la n d . Viewed from  a  p r a c t i c a l  a n g le ,  i t  
i s  le s s  c o s t l y  to  te a c h  l a t i n  o r  ju r is p ru d e n c e  th a n  i n d u s t r i a l  
w orkshop, fo r .m o d em  e d u c a tio n  r e q u ir e s  a heavy r e l i a n c e  on expen­
s iv e  m a te r ia l  w hereas th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  sy stem  r e l i e s  on r o te  le a r n in g .  
E d u c a tio n a l re fo rm  in  H a i t i  i s  p lag u ed  by la c k  o f  fu n d s . The 
e s tim a te d  c o s t  o f  an u p - to - d a te  com prehensive e d u c a tio n a l  system  
in c lu d in g  a d u l t  e d u c a tio n  would be h ig h e r  th a n  th e  t o t a l  n a t io n a l  
b u d g e t.
The m ost s e r io u s  c h a lle n g e  i s  th e  overwhelm ing problem  o f  
i l l i t e r a c y .  I l l i t e r a c y  a c ts  as a  b ra k e  upon th e  developm ent o f  
n o t o n ly  th e  in d iv id u a l  b u t  o f  th e  s o c ie ty  as a  w ho le . The i l l i t e r a t e
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I s  a d im in ish ed  p e rso n  whose c a p a c i ty  f o r  a b s t r a c t  re a so n in g , le a rn in g
•»
and rem em bering i s  s e r io u s ly  ham pered. He i s  a  s la v e  o f  ro u t in e  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  d i f f i c u l t  to  re a c h  w ith  new id e a s ,  and a  p re y  f o r  e x p lo i t a ­
t i o n .  E f f o r t s  to  a l l e v i a t e  th e  e x te n s iv e  a d u l t  i l l i t e r a c y  w ere s t a r t e d  
by p r iv a t e  o rg a n iz a t io n s  i n  th e  t h i r t i e s .  I n  1943, th e  H a it ia n  
governm ent o f f i c i a l l y  re c o g n ize d  th e s e  e f f o r t s  and s u b s id iz e d  them. 
UNESCO and fo r e ig n  governm ents p ro v id e d  v a r io u s  t e c h n ic a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  
The program  o f  a lp h a b e t i s a t io n  ( l i t e r a c y )  has made l i t t l e  headway 
becau se  o f  a  s e r io u s  c o n tro v e rs y  n o t  y e t  s e t t l e d  o v e r w h e th er to  
u s e  c r e o le  o r  F ren ch  as a  la n g u ag e . F ren ch  i s  th e  o f f i c i a l  language 
o f  th e  c o u n try  a lth o u g h  no more th a n  15 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  
u n d e rs tan d s  i t .  P r e s e n t ly  F rench  has v e ry  l i t t l e  fu n c t io n a l  u se  
in  th e  l iv e s  o f  th e  p e a s a n ts .  N o n e th e le ss  th e  F ren ch  language i s  an.
in s tru m e n t w hich  w i l l  e v e n tu a l ly  p e rm it them to  s h a re  in  th e  s c ie n -
57t i f i c  and te c h n o lo g ic a l  p ro g re s s  o f  th e  modern w o rld . C reo le  i s  
spoken by a l l  H a it ia n s  and i s  th e  t r u e  language o f  th e  c o u n try .
However, i t  i s  o n ly  in  th e  l a s t  15 y e a rs  t h a t  a tte m p ts  have been  
made to  p u t i t  down in  an e f f i c i e n t  p h o n e tic  sy stem , a  system  ov er 
w hich  th e r e  i s  s t i l l  d isa g re e m e n t. The p u b l ic a t io n s  in  c r e o le  a re  
s c a n t ,  and u n t i l  a l a r g e r  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  a v a i l a b le  in  t h a t  ian guage , 
knowledge o f  w r i t t e n  c re o le  i s  o f  l i t t l e  u s e . However, i t  ta k e s  
ab o u t two months to  te a c h  someone to  re a d  i n  c r e o le  w hereas ab o u t 
fo u r  y e a rs  f o r  F ren ch . A ttem pts have been  made to  te a c h  c r e o le
■^U nited N a tio n s , M iss io n  to  H a i t i ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  47 .
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as  a  s te p p in g  s to n e  to  F ren ch  b u t  to  l i t t l e  a v a i l ,  f o r  th e  problem  
has deeper r o o t s . I t  i s  n o t  so much th e  b a r r i e r  betw een two languages
b u t  betw een two w o rld s : r u r a l  and u rb an  H a i t i .  U n t i l  r u r a l  H a i t i
i s  b ro u g h t o u t o f  i s o l a t i o n  and in to  th e  m ain s tre a m  o f  n a t io n a l  
l i f e  by p ro v id in g  a  p ro p e r  e d u c a tio n  to  i t s  y o u th , th e  b a r r i e r  w i l l  . 
rem ain . By th e  same token  th e  gap betw een th e  u rb an  m asses and th e  
e l i t e  w i l l  be  narrow ed by en co u rag in g  v o c a t io n a l  e d u c a tio n  th u s
c r e a t in g  a  m idd le  s t r a t a  o f  a r t i s a n s  and s k i l l e d  w o rk e rs , an e s s e n t i a l
c o n d itio n  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and economic developm ent.
D ie t : The g e n e ra l  p h y s ic a l  a s p e c t  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  p o p u la tio n  i s
t h a t  o f  an u n d e rn o u rish ed  p e o p le  w ith  an unba lan ced  d i e t .  T h is  has 
become more a p p a re n t in  th e  l a s t  few y e a r s ,  w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  
th e  m oneyed-class w hich has a  s ta n d a rd  o f  n u t r i t i o n  com parable to  
th e  average  N o rth  A m erican. The H a i t ia n  compared to  th e  Am erican 
Negro o f s im i la r  r a c i a l  s to c k  i s  g e n e r a l ly  much s h o r t e r  and s l i g h t e r  
o f  b u i ld .  Few obese  and f a t  p e o p le  a re  seen  in  th e  p o p u la t io n .
B abies a t  b i r t h  av erag e  betw een th re e  to  f iv e  pounds. M ost c h i ld r e n  
have th e  huge b lo a te d  b e l l i e s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  m a ln u t r i t io n .  In  
th e  p o o re r r u r a l  a re a s  i t  i s  n o t  uncommon to  se e  young p eo p le  o f  16 
who ap p ear n o t  o ld e r  th an  12 and have d e lay ed  p u b e r ty . The av erag e  
d a i ly  c a lo r i e  in ta k e  f o r  th e  H a it ia n  p e a s a n t i s  1,500,^®  a d e f ic ie n c y  
o f  23 p e rc e n t  below th e  norm al re q u ire m e n t. T here  i s  an e x c e s s iv e
HMoral, L 'Econom ie H a it ie n n e , o p . e f t . ,  p . 4 2 . The av erag e  d a i ly  
c a lo r i e  in ta k e  in  th e  U .S. i s  3 ,1 5 0 . F o r a young p o p u la t io n  in  a 
t r o p i c a l  c lim a te  l i k e  H a i t i  th e  d a i ly  c a lo r i e  in ta k e  sho u ld  be 1 ,9 5 0 .
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consum ption  o f  c a rb o h y d ra te s  and a s e r io u s  la c k  o f  p r o te in s .  F r u i t s ,
r i c e ,  b e a n s , p l a n ta in ,  c o rn , yams a re  th e  r e g u la r  m eal f a r e .  Hot
pepper- and h e rb s  a re  u sed  e x te n s iv e ly  to  s p ic e  th e  food w hich i s
g e n e r a l ly  t a s t y .  The H a i t ia n  m asses do n o t e a t  r e g u la r ly ;  in s te a d
th e y  n ib b le  a l l  day lo n g  as th e y  chance upon fo o d . They e a t  more in
some sea so n s  th a n  o th e r s .  D uring  th e  mango sea so n  a sa v in g  i s  made
in  cook ing  f u e l ,  f o r  th e  m asses e a t  l i t t l e  e l s e  and n o t ic e a b ly  p u t
on w e ig h t 'a s  a r e s u l t  o f  e a t in g  t h i s  f r u i t  w h ich  i s  e x c e p t io n a l ly
r i c h  in  c a l o r i e s .  Then d u rin g  th e  su g a rcan e  sea so n  cane s t a l k s  a re
59chewed a l l  day lo n g ; n e x t comes th e  avocado sea so n  and so on .
C o ffee  and t a f i a  (cheap  rum) a r e  consumed to  k i l l  hunger d u rin g  
le a n e r  p e r io d s .  W hile i s o l a t e d  case s  o f  s t a r v a t i o n  have been  men­
t io n e d  from  tim e to  tim e , w id esp read  fam ine so f a r  has n e v e r  o c c u rre d . 
However, m a ln u t r i t io n  as  a  w hole has a g g ra v a te d  th e  h e a l th  c o n d it io n  
o f  th e  p e o p le .
H e a lth : T ra v e le rs  in  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  2 0 th  c e n tu ry  and p u b l ic
h e a l th  s p e c i a l i s t s  who came w ith  th e  Am erican o c c u p a tio n  d e sc r ib e d  
.r - th e -H a iti  o f  h a l f 'a  c e n tu ry  ago as a m ost u n s a n i ta r y  p la c e ,  w ith  a  
la r g e  p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  in  po o r h e a l t h .  The' o rg a n iz a t io n
o f  p u b lic  h e a l th  and s a n i t a t i o n  was one o f  th e  m ost o u ts ta n d in g
■^The w r i t e r  w itn e s s e d  a  scen e  in  downtown P o r t - a u -P r in c e  w here 
th e  l a s t  c a r  o f  a t r a i n  loaded  w ith  su g arcan e  g o t a c c id e n t ly  s tra n d e d  
and was l i t e r a l l y  sack ed  by th e  p o p u la t io n . By th e  tim e th e  e n g in e e r  
r e t r i e v e d  th e  c a r ,  i t  had  been  em ptied  o f  s e v e r a l  to n s  o f  su g arcan e  
s t a l k s .  The H ay tian  Am erican S ugar Company t r i e d  u n s u c c e s s fu l ly  to  
develop  a  s t r a i n  o f  cane  tough  to  e a t  to  c u t  down on th e  im p o rta n t lo s s  
th e y  in c u r  y e a r ly  by th e  hundreds o f  to n s  w hich  i s  e a te n  by th e  cane 
c u t t e r s  and p a sse rb y s .
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ach ievem ents o f  th e  o c c u p a tio n . S e v e ra l  i n t e r n a t io n a l  a g en c ie s  and
p r iv a te  Am erican o rg a n iz a t io n s  have c a r r i e d  on th e  work s in c e .  Today
s ta n d a rd s  o f  h e a l th  a r e  much h ig h e r  a lth o u g h  poor s a n i t a t i o n  in  r u r a l
a re a s  and u rb an  slum s i s  s t i l l  an a c u te  h e a l th  h a z a rd . The f a c t  th a t
th e  c lim a te  i s  m ild  and h e a l th y  has p lay ed  no sm a ll p a r t  in  k eep ing
« • 
th e  p o p u la t io n  fu n c tio n in g  a t  such  a low s ta n d a rd  o f  l i v in g .  Under
a more r ig o ro u s  c l im a te ,  th e  minimum req u irem en ts  f o r  s ta y in g  a l iv e
would be much h ig h e r .
M a la r ia , hookworm and tu b e rc u lo s is  a re  p r e v a le n t  d is e a s e s  in  
H a i t i  to d a y . Yaws, a d e b i l i t a t i n g  co n tag io u s  t r o p i c a l  d is e a s e ,  ak in  
to  s y p h i l l i s  i n  i t s  symptoms, b u t n o t a  v e n e re a l  d is e a s e ,  s t i l l  
a f f l i c t e d  70 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  in  th e  f o r t i e s .  However, by 
th e  s i x t i e s  t h i s  d is e a s e  has been  p r a c t i c a l l y  e l im in a te d , r e p re s e n t in g  
one o f  th e  g r e a t  su c c e sse s  o f  th e  Am erican H e a lth  M iss io n  in  H a i t i .  
M a la r ia  i s  endem ic in  c o a s ta l  re g io n s  and H a i t i  has th e  h ig h e s t  
n a t io n a l  in c id e n c e  o f  m a la r ia  in  th e  H em isphere. A s y s te m a tic  cam­
p a ig n  f o r  th e  e r a d ic a t io n  o f  m a la r ia  i s  c u r r e n t ly  in  p ro g re s s  under 
th e  sp o n so rsh ip  o f  th e  "World H e a lth  O rg a n iz a tio n . Hookworm and 
tu b e rc u lo s is  a r e  r e l a t e d  to  low s ta n d a rd s  o f  l i v in g  and s a n i t a t i o n  
and w i l l  n o t be b ro u g h t u n d er c o n tr o l  u n le s s  sew ages, l a t r i n e s ,  
w a te r  s u p p lie s  f r e e  o f  c o n tam in a tio n , and h o u sin g  c o n d itio n s , a re  
im proved, n o t to  m ention  s ta n d a rd s  o f  n u t r i t i o n  and p e rs o n a l 
h y g ie n e . N e a rly  100 p e rc e n t o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  has some form  o f  
i n t e s t i n a l  p a r a s i t e s .
The la ck  o f  m ed ical p e rso n n e l and f a c i l i t i e s  c o n s id e ra b ly
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a g g ra v a te s  th e  s t a t e  o f  h e a l th  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  m asses . In  1950 th e r e
was one h o s p i t a l  bed f o r  1 ,500  in h a b i ta n ts  and one p h y s ic ia n  f o r
11 ,000 . W hile th e  r e s id e n ts  o f  P o r t- a u -P r in c e  and th e  p r in c ip a l
p r o v in c ia l  tow ns, who can a f f o r d  m ed ica l c a r e ,  have d o c to rs  and m ed ica l
f a c i l i t i e s  a t  t h e i r  d is p o s a l ,  th e r e  was in  1948 a t o t a l  o f  26 p h y s ic ia n s
to  c a re  f o r  th e  o rd in a ry  m ed ica l needs o f  w e ll  o v e r 2 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p le
60l iv in g  in  th e  s m a lle r  towns and r u r a l  a r e a s .  W hile  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  
im proved in  th e  f i f t i e s ,  i t  h as  w orsened s in c e .  R u ra l d is p e n s a r ie s  
b u i l t  d u rin g  th e  A m erican o c c u p a tio n  a re  c lo se d  m ost o f  th e  tim e and 
i f  open have no equipm ent n o r  s u p p l ie s .  The p e o p le  s im p ly  tu rn  to  
t h e i r  d o c te u r - f e u i l l e  a s  th e y  have done s in c e  c o lo n ia l  t im e s . T hese 
vodou p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  know ledgeab le  as th ey  a re  in  th e  c u ra t iv e  
p r o p e r t i e s  o f  in d ig en o u s  p l a n t s , ^  can  h a rd ly  m eet th e  c h a lle n g e  o f  
2 0 th  c e n tu ry  m e d ic in e . The in d o le n c e  o f  w hich th e  H a i t ia n  p e a s a n t 
i s  f r e q u e n t ly  accused  i s  due in  no sm a ll p a r t  to  th e  s t a t e  o f  h is  
h e a l t h .
H ousing : F o r th e  H a i t ia n  r u r a l  m asses and u rb an  slum  d w e lle r s ,
t h a t  i s  f o r  o v e r 90 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n ,, a  house i s  l i t t l e  
more th a n  a  s h e l t e r .  I t  i s  a  p la c e  to  s le e p ,  to  g e t  away from  th e
^ U n i te d  N a tio n s , M iss io n  to  H a i t i ,  ojj. c i t . , p .  63 . .
61 I n  one c a se  known to  t h i s  w r i t e r ,  a  d o c te u r  f e u i l l e  a p p lie d  a 
c o n c o c tio n  o f  moss t h a t  ferm en ted  o v e r n ig h t  on an  in f e c te d  wound and 
c u red  i t .  A C a th o lic  p r i e s t  who w itn e sse d  th e  c u re  s e n t  a  sam ple o f  
th e  moss to  a  New York la b o r a to r y .  I t  was found to  c o n ta in  a  h ig h  
p e rc e n ta g e  o f  p e n i c i l l i n .  However, th e r e  a r e  a l s o  much in c a n ta t io n s ,  
w earin g  o f  charms and o th e r  p r a c t i c e s  o f  d o u b tfu l m ed ica l v a lu e  e x c e p t 
f o r  th e  p sy c h o lo g ic a l e f f e c t  on th e  p a t i e n t .
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inc lem ency  o f  th e  w e a th e r , to  p re p a re  fo o d , and s to r e  a  few w o rld ly
p o s s e s s io n s .  The houses a re  g e n e r a l ly  b u i l t ,  and th e re b y  owned, by
th e  o c cu p a n ts . The s t r u c t u r e  and m a te r ia ls  u sed  have changed l i t t l e
s in c e  s la v e ry  d a y s . A . ty p ic a l  c a i l l e  (house) c o n s i s t s  o f  d r ie d  mud
w a lls  w ith  a  d i r t  f l o o r  and a  th a tc h e d  ro o f  as c e i l i n g .  A ccord ing
to  th e  1950 c e n su s , 75 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  d w e llin g s  have no more th a n
one o r  two rooms and house an av erag e  o f  fo u r  to  f iv e  p e rs o n s . One
room i s  used  f o r  e a t in g  and r e c e iv in g ,  th e  o th e r  f o r  s le e p in g .  M ost
p e o p le  s le e p  on m ats made o f  d r ie d  banana le a v e s  o r  s h a re  p r im i t iv e
homemade b e d s . Cooking i s  done o u ts id e  in  th e  open o r  u n d er a  f lim sy
a d jo in in g , s t r u c t u r e  c a l l e d  a .joupa. These d w e llin g s  a re  q u i te  sm a ll
(a v e rag e  1 2  x  1 0  f e e t )  b u t  a re  d i f f i c u l t  to  keep re a so n a b ly  s a n i t a r y .
They a r e  p rone  to  verm in  and h u m id ity  and th e  th a tc h e d  ro o fs  a re
in f e s te d  w ith  r a t s .  F o r th e  t o t a l  r e p u b l ic ,  o n ly  1 .6  p e rc e n t  o f  th e
d w e llin g  u n i t s  have w a te r ,  1 0  p e rc e n t  have l a t r i n e s  and 1 . 8  p e rc e n t
have e l e c t r i c i t y .
I n  th e  u rb an  a re a s  e x c e p tin g  th e  in c r e d ib ly  s o rd id  slum , m ost
homes a re  o f  wood o r  cem ent c o n s t r u c t io n .  The o ld e r  houses o f  th e
w e l l - to - d o ,  now o ccu p ied  by l e s s  p rom inen t d w e lle r s ,  have a  c o lo n ia l
a r c h i t e c tu r e  n o t w ith o u t charm b u t w ith  an a s p e c t  o f  decay in g  e l e -  
62gan ce . In  th e  c a p i t a l  th e  w e a lth y  and th o se  in  p o l i t i c a l  fa v o r
j
l i v e  in  modern v i l l a s  o f  b o ld  d e s ig n  and c o lo r ,  an a r c h i t e c tu r e  
62 " P o r t - a u - P r in c e —t h a t  c i t y  o f  ru in e d  e leg a n c e  w here th e  houses 
b e lo n g  to  th e  W orld o f  C h arles  Adams." Graham G reene, "N ightm are 
R e p u b lic ,"  The New R ep u b lic , November 16, 1963, p . 18.
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r e m in is c e n t  o f  Le C o rb u s ie r  cu b ic  s t y l e  o f  th e  t h i r t i e s  ad ap ted  to  
t r o p i c a l  c o n d i t io n s .  A few a re  q u i t e  lu x u r io u s  and s ta n d  o u t con­
s p ic u o u s ly  amid th e  g e n e ra l  p o v e r ty .
The governm ent has a ttem p ted  s e v e ra l  p u b lic  h o u sin g  p r o j e c t s .
S in c e  th e s e  schemes w ere p r im a r i ly  p o l i t i c a l l y  m o tiv a te d  th e y  have 
n o t  accom plished  much. The town o f  B e lla d e re  n e a r  th e  Dom inican 
b o rd e r  was r e b u i l t  as a: model town by P r e s id e n t  Estime^ in  1946 so as 
n o t  to  be  outdone by T r u j i l l o  who had done th e  same w ith  th e  o u tp o s t 
o f  E l ia s  P itia  a c ro ss  th e  f r o n t i e r .  U n fo r tu n a te ly  t h i s  i s o l a t e d  town 
had no re so u rc e s  to  s u s ta in  th e  c iv i c  improvements and i s  su rro u n d ed  
to d a y  by h o v e ls  c o v e r in g  an a re a  f i v e  tim es th e  s i z e  o f  th e  o r ig i n a l  
model tow n; th e  l a t t e r  i s  b a d ly  in  need  o f  r e p a i r .  A few lo w -re n t 
h o u sin g  p r o je c t s  w ere s t a r t e d  under M ag lo ire  and c o n tin u e d  by D u v a lie r . 
A t th e  m ost th ey  a re  to k en  and in a d eq u a te  p r o je c ts  n o t even a p p re c ia te d
by th e  p e o p le  th e y  a re  supposed to  b e n e f i t .  D u v a l ie r v i l le  i s  a n o th e r
63m odel town a  l a  P ontem kine. I t  was s t a r t e d  i n  1961 w ith  much f a n fa re  
and propaganda b u t  tu rn e d  o u t to  be a  p r e te x t  to  e x to r t  im p o rta n t 
d o n a tio n s  from  th e  p r iv a te  s e c to r  and from governm ent em ployees. At 
t h i s  w r i t in g  i t  i s  n o t y e t  com pleted  a lth o u g h  i t  has been  in a u g u ra te d
tw ic e , b u t  s tan d s  as a g h o s t town w ith  no economic a c t i v i t i e s  and
•> *
now se rv e s  as a weekend r e s o r t  f o r  th e  low er e ch e lo n  o f  th e  D u v a lie r  
63Potem kine was a f a v o r i t e  m in is te r  o f  K a th e r in e  th e  G re a t who 
h a s t i l y  b u i l t  p s e u d o - id y l l ic  v i l l a g e s  in  th e  R u ssian  c o u n try s id e  to  
im press  on h is  to u r in g  so v e re ig n  t h a t ' t h e  p eo p le  w ere happy and p ro s ­
p e r in g .  Hence th e  e x p re s s io n  in  F ren ch .
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reg im e. The lo c a l  p o p u la t io n  w hich  had been  te m p o ra r i ly  r e lo c a te d  
have n e v e r  r e tu rn e d  to  t h e i r  "show case" tow n. D u v a l ie r v i l l e  w i l l  
rem ain  as  a  monument to  th e  in e p t i tu d e  o f  a  regim e w hich  l o s t  i n t e r e s t  
in  th e  p r o j e c t  once i t  had e x t r a c te d  from i t  th e  maximum p o l i t i c a l  
b e n e f i t .
C lo th in g : The p o p u la t io n  i s  g e n e r a l ly  i l l - c l o t h e d .  Few w ear
shoes r e g u la r ly ,  o u ts id e  th e  e d u ca te d  c l a s s ,  and b ecau se  o f  th e  
p o l lu te d  s o i l ,  due to  th e  absence  o f  l a t r i n e s ,  expose  th em selv es  to  
hookworm i n f e c t io n .  The p e a s a n ts  w ear baggy denim c lo th e s  and s tra w  
h a t s .  The women w ear w ide s k i r t s  o f  c o a rse  m a te r ia l  and bandannas 
w rapped around t h e i r  h ead . W orking c lo th e s  a re  t a t t e r e d ,  d re s s  
c lo th e s  o f  b r ig h t  c o lo r s .  C h ild re n  ru n  around h a lf -n a k e d  u n t i l  
f i v e  y e a rs  o f  ag e . In  th e  rem ote m o u n ta in s , th e  p e a s a n ts  a l l  d re s s  
a l i k e  in  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  b lu e  v a re u se  ( lo o se  s h i r t )  o f  th e  19th  
c e n tu ry , re m in is c e n t o f  European p e a sa n t costum es o f  th e  p a s t .  I n  
th e  r e s t  o f  th e  c o u n try , c lo th in g  betw een u rb an  and r u r a l  p o p u la tio n  
i s  becom ing s im i l a r .  T h ere  was a  th r iv in g  m arke t i n  secondhand * 
c lo th e s  from  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  c a l l e d  kennedys^~* in  c r e o le  b u t i t
law was in  v ig o r  a t  one tim e fo rb id d in g  th e  p e a s a n ts  to  e n te r  
th e  c a p i t a l  w ith o u t sh o e s . A -b u sin e ss  in  shoe r e n t a l  mushroomed a t  
th e  m ain e n tra n c e  o f  th e  c i t y .  Today one o f te n  s e e s  p e a s a n ts  w a lk in g  
w ith  t h e i r  shoes on t h e i r  head  and p u t t in g  them on a t  th e  app roach  o f  
tow n.
®^The c re o le  te rm  was fo rm a lly  o d e id es  *  hand-m e-dow ns. I t  
seems t h a t  th e  c o n tro v e rs y  o v e r th e  im p o r ta tio n  o f  secondhhnd c lo th e s  
a ro s e  a t  th e  tim e o f  P r e s id e n t  K ennedy 's e l e c t io n  and h is  name g o t 
in a d v e r te n t ly  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  c o n tro v e rs y . A no ther am using e v e n t 
co n ce rn in g  c lo th e s  was th e  f lo o d in g  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  m arke t w ith  48 
s t a r s  Am erican f la g  m a te r ia l  a f t e r  H awaii had become a  s t a t e .  The
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was ou tlaw ed  by th e  governm ent on grounds o f  d ig n i ty .  The u p p e r-  
c la s s  d re s se s  in  th e  l a t e s t  F rench  and Am erican s t y l e s .  Men used  
to  be v e ry  c o n s e rv a tiv e  and fo rm al in  dark  s u i t s  and t i e s  o f  
te m p e ra te  zone m a te r i a l .  The in f lu e n c e  o f  t o u r i s t s  has re la x e d  
s ta n d a rd s  o f  d r e s s ,  a lth o u g h  fa s h io n s  s t i l l  ten d  to  be fo rm al among 
H a i t ia n s  who can  a f fo rd  to  d re s s  in  s t y l e .  As a w hole th e  H a it ia n  
m asses seem to  be co n sc io u s o f  t h e i r  appearance  and a re  rem arkab ly  
c le a n  u n d er th e  c irc u m sta n c e s , b u t  c ru sh in g  p o v e r ty  d e fe a ts  t h e i r  
e f f o r t s .
P o v e rty , m a ln u t r i t io n ,  i l l - h e a l t h ,  th e  low s ta n d a rd  o f  l iv in g  
in  H a i t i  re v o lv e  in  a v ic io u s  c i r c l e  h a rd  to  b re a k . The o b s ta c le s  
seem so in su rm o u n tab le  t h a t  a s p i r i t  o f  f a ta l i s m  re ig n s  among th e  
H a i t ia n  m asses. The i d y l l i c  p i c tu r e  o f  th e  poor b u t  c a r e f r e e  i s la n d e r ,  
s a t i s f i e d  w ith  l i t t l e ,  owner o f  h i s  l i t t l e  th a tc h e d  h u t and p lo t  o f  
la n d , e n jo y in g  h i s  c o c k f ig h ts ,  m arke t d ay s, and vodou dances i s  in  
r e a l i t y  a  n ig h tm are  o f  h o p e le s s n e s s , p h y s ic a l  m ise ry  and q u ie t  
d e s p e ra t io n .
m a te r ia l  had been  bought a t  low c o s t  in  th e  U .S. by S y r ia n  m erchants 
and w ith in  a  few months th e  H a it ia n  lan d scap e  was d o tte d  w ith  s k i r t s ,  
b lo u se s  and bandannas made w ith  Old G lo ry . The a c t io n  was denounced 
in  th e  U .S . S e n a te .a n d  th e  S y r ia n  m erchan ts p rom ptly  o f f e re d  to  r e s e l l  
th e  m a te r ia l  to  th e  U .S. Government a t  an e x h o rb i ta n t  p r i c e .  The o f f e r  
was tu rn e d  down.
CHAPTER IV
THE LAND
A. G enera l D e s c r ip t io n  
H a i t i  has a  lan d  a re a  o f  10,700 sq u a re  m ile s ,  w hich  i s  ab o u t th e  
s i z e  o f  th e  s t a t e  o f  M aryland o r  Belgium . I t  was m ost a p p r o p r ia te ly  
named " H a i t i " —m eaning h ig h  la n d --b y  th e  a b o r ig in a l  In d ia n s ,  f o r  80 
p e rc e n t  o f  th e  a re a  i s  m oun ta inous. Peaks r i s i n g  to  an a l t i t u d e  o f
9 ,000  f e e t  a r e  f la n k e d  by f e r t i l e  a l l u v i a l  p l a i n s .  Legend has i t  
t h a t  C h r is to p h e r  Columbus when asked  by h is  so v e re ig n  to  d e s c r ib e  
th e  topography  o f  H a i t i ,  d r a m a tic a l ly  crum pled a  s h e e t  o f  p a p e r and 
to s s e d  i t  o n to  a  t a b l e .  T h is  d e s c r ip t io n  i s  s t i l l  good to d a y . 
R oughly, m ountains make up 20 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  t e r r i t o r y ,  th e  p la in s  
a n o th e r  2 0  p e rc e n t  and th e  rem ain d er a r e  low er m ountain  s lo p e s  and 
p le a te a u x . ' • ■ _
The c lim a te  o f  th e  i s l a n d ,  a lth o u g h  g e o g ra p h ic a l ly  e q u a to r i a l ,  
i s  n o t ic e a b le  f o r  th e  absence  o f  r e a l l y  h ig h  te m p e ra tu re  b ecau se  o f  
th e  p re sen c e  o f  c o n s ta n t  lan d  and se a  b re e z e s . H a i t i ' s  c o a s ta l  a re a  
has th e  r e p u ta t io n  o f  hav in g  one o f  th e  m ost a g re e a b le  c l im a te s  in  
th e  w o rld . The te m p e ra tu re  o f  th e  c o a s ta l  a re a  i s  p le a s a n t ly  warm 
and eq u ab le  ran g in g  from  70-85 F° y e a r  a round , summer b e in g  o n ly  
ab o u t f iv e  d eg rees  warmer th an  th e  w in te r  m onths. I n  P o r t - a u - P r in c e ,  
th e  mean te m p e ra tu re  i s  81 F° and th e  av erag e  h u m id ity  6 8  p e rc e n t .
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The m ounta in  re g io n s  a r e  c o n s id e ra b ly  c o o le r  w ith  te m p e ra tu re  no
h ig h e r  th a n  65 F ° . B ecause o f  th e  m o u n ta in s , th e r e  a re  w ide d i f -
*
fe re n c e s  in  r a i n f a l l ,  from  a h ig h  o f  122 in c h es  in  M ire b a la is  to  a 
low o f  20 in ch es  a  y e a r  in  Mole S t .  N ic h o la s . Som etim es, marked 
d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  r a i n f a l l  and th u s  v e g e ta t io n  o c cu r w i th in  a s h o r t  
d i s ta n c e .  The w e a th e r r a th e r  .th an  te m p e ra tu re  d e te rm in es  th e  seaso n s  
in  H a i t i .  The two r a in y  se a so n s , s p r in g  and f a l l ,  a re  f a i r l y  con­
s i s t e n t  th ro u g h o u t th e  r e p u b l ic .  By th e  same to k e n , w in te r  and 
summer a r e  d ry . F o r P o r t - a u - P r in c e ,  th e  w et seaso n  i s  from  A p r i l  to  
June  and d u rin g  Septem ber and O c to b e r, m ost o f  th e  r a in  f a l l s  in  th e  
e v e n in g . About 25 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  c o u n try  co u ld  be  c l a s s i f i e d  as 
s e m i-a r id  and a  much l a r g e r  p e rc e n ta g e  i s  s e a s o n a l ly  a r i d .  C l i ­
m a tic  c o n d it io n s  in  H a i t i  a llo w  f o r  s e v e r a l  c ro p s  a y e a r  in  th e  more 
endowed re g io n s  w h ile  c h r o n ic a l ly  b r in g in g  d ro u g h t to  a r id  z o n es . 
L ik ew ise , th e  many s tream s o f  H a i t i  become t o r r e n t i a l  d u rin g  th e  r a in y  
sea so n  and may d ry  up c o m p le te ly  d u rin g  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  y e a r .  The 
l a r g e r  s tream s a re  n o t ic e a b ly  low er d u rin g  th e  d ry  s e a so n . C a n a li­
z in g  t h i s  w a te r  f o r  i r r i g a t i o n  w h ile  im p o rta n t d u rin g  c o lo n ia l  d ay s , 
o f  w hich  im posing ru in s  rem ain , h as  been  n e g le c te d  s in c e .  Today o n ly
42 ,000  h e c ta r e s  a re  i r r i g a t e d  w h ile  o th e r  a re a s  a re  dependen t upon 
c a p r ic io u s  w e a th e r c o n d i t io n s .  The u n r e s t r a in e d  c o u rse s  o f  s tream s 
have c o n tr ib u te d  la r g e ly  to  th e  m ain rav ag e  to  H a i t ia n  lan d  re s o u rc e s ,  
nam ely e ro s io n .  T o g e th e r w ith  o v e r -p o p u la t io n , e ro s io n  i s  s e r io u s ly  
a f f e c t in g  th e  p re c a r io u s  e c o lo g ic a l  b a lan c e  betw een man and lan d  in  
H a i t i .  T r o p ic a l  lan d s  and m ountainous a re a s  a re  f r a g i l e  by  n a tu r e .
Only heavy f o r e s t a t i o n  i s  th e  n a tu r a l  c o u n te ra c t io n  to  e ro s io n .  How­
e v e r ,  d e f o r e s ta t io n  in  H a i t i  was begun as e a r ly  a s  th e  18 th  c e n tu ry  
when e n t i r e  m ountain  ran g es  w ere c le a re d  by  th e  F ren ch  to  p la n t  
9 0 f f e e .  W ith  tim e and p o p u la t io n  p r e s s u r e ,  more wood and more lan d  
was needed so th a t  to d ay  th e  number o f  t r e e s  has d e c rea se d  to  an 
a la rm in g  d e g re e , th u s  a c c e le r a t in g  th e  p ro c e ss  o f  e ro s io n .  W ith 
e v e ry  r a i n f a l l ,  to n s  o f  to p  s o i l  f in d  t h e i r  way in to  th e  s e a  and from  
a  d is ta n c e  th e  r i v e r  mou'ths o f  H a i t i  a re  d e t e c t i b l e  by th e  re d d is h  
muddy s t a i n s  w hich e x ten d  f o r  m ile s  in to  th e  C arib b ean  S ea . D uring 
th e  r a in y  sea so n , th e  s t r e e t s  in  th e  w a te r f ro n t  a r e a  o f  P o r t - a u -  
P r in c e  a r e  flo o d ed  w ith  s i l t ,  in c h es  th ic k ,  w hereas th e  m ountains 
su rro u n d in g  th e  c a p i t a l  show e v e ry  y e a r  d eep e r in d e n ta t io n  and d im in is h ­
in g  v e g e ta t io n .  The p e a s a n ts ,  unaw are o f w hat i s  go ing  on, com plain  
th a t  th e  ro ck s  in  t h e i r  f i e l d s  a re  "grow ing t a l l e r "  e v e ry  y e a r  and 
th e y  p e r s i s t  in  c u t t in g  down th e  few s e e d lin g s  p la n te d  by th e  
r e f o r e s t a t i o n  s e r v ic e  to  u se  as f u e l .  The f a b r i c a t io n  o f  c h a rc o a l 
u sed  by  99 p e rc e n t o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  f o r  cooking p u rp o ses  and th e  
r a i s i n g  o f  g o a ts  on m oun ta in  s lo p e s  c o n tin u e  to  do t h e i r  sh a re  in  
a c c e le r a t i n g  e ro s io n . W ith  no t r e e s  to  h o ld  th e  e a r th ,  ro ads a re  
washed away r e g u la r ly  by t o r r e n t i a l  r a in s .  The prob lem  o f  e ro s io n  
i s  p a r t  o f  th e  many v ic io u s  c i r c l e s  found in  H a i t i .  T hus, th e  
p e a s a n t m asses have to .b e  re a so n a b ly  e d u ca ted  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  
m e r i ts  o f  c o n s e r v a t io n 'te c h n iq u e s ; to  t h i s  end r e g io n a l  sch o o ls  
have to  be founded; b u t  roads have to  be  b u i l t  to  b r in g  s tu d e n ts  and 
m a te r ia l  to  th e  sc h o o l; ro ad s  a r e  washed away b ecause  o f  e ro s io n ,
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th u s  co m p le tin g  t h i s  v ic io u s  c i r c l e .  Today th e re  a re  o n ly  th r e e  
f o r e s t  d i s t r i c t s  l e f t  in  th e  R ep u b lic , one o f  w hich i s  th e  s c e n ic  
" f o r e t  des p in s "  n e a r  th e  Dom inican b o rd e r  w hich T r u j i l l o  t r i e d  
u n s u c c e s s fu l ly  to  w rench away from  H a i t i  d u rin g  a  b o rd e r  d is p u te .
I t  i s  a ls o  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  th e  d e p le t io n  o f  m ountains and h i l l s  has 
n o t ic e a b ly  a f f e c te d  c l im a t ic  c o n d it io n s  and has c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  
grow ing a r i d i t y  o f  th e  c o u n try , as  w e l l  as to  in c re a s in g  th e  v io le n c e  
o f  r a i n  and f lo o d s .
B. N a tu ra l  R esources 
The n a tu r a l  m in e ra l re so u rc e s  o f  th e  R ep u b lic , la r g e ly  unde­
v e lo p e d , in c lu d e  some co p p er , b a u x i te ,  cement m a te r ia l ,  m anganese, 
i r o n ,  a l lu v io n  g o ld , l im e s to n e , c la y ,  gypsum, l i g n i t e  and s a l t .
W hile p ro s p e c t io n  o f  th e s e  re s o u rc e s  i s  s t i l l  v e ry  in c o m p le te , th e  
g e n e ra l  p i c tu r e  w hich  ap p ea rs  i s  t h a t  th e  c o u n try  i s  n o t  r i c h ly  
endowed w ith  m in e ra l r e s o u rc e s .  T h e re fo re , H a i t i  can n o t hope to  
d i v e r t  much o f  i t s  p red o m in an tly  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy tow ards 
e x t r a c t i v e  i n d u s t r i e s .
Of a l l  th e  m in e ra ls  l i s t e d  above o n ly  c o p p e r, b a u x i te ,  and cem ent 
m a te r ia l  a re  a c tu a l ly  b e in g  e x p lo i te d  to d ay  by modern e n t e r p r i s e s ,
.w hile c la y ,  lim e s to n e  and s a l t  e x p lo i t a t io n  i s  in  th e  hands o f  sm a ll 
s c a le  p e a s a n t  i n d u s t r i e s .
C o n so lid a te d  H a l l iw e l l  o f  Canada--now c o n t r o l le d  by U .S . f i n a n c i a l  
i n t e r e s t s - - h a s  th e  c o n c e ss io n  on co p p er m ining  n e a r  T erre-N euve 
(n o r th w e s t H a i t i ) . The p re se n c e  o f  copper th e r e  was p ro b a b ly  known as
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e a r ly  as th e  1 7 th  c e n tu ry .  Moreau de S t .  Mery m entions th e  ru in s  o f  
abandoned S p an ish  m in ing  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  d isc o v e re d  as f a r  back  as 
1 7 2 8 .^ I n  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry , e f f o r t s  w ere made 
to  work th e  m ining  d e p o s its  a n d ’a f t e r  s e v e r a l  u n su c c e s s fu l a t te m p ts , 
a  sm a ll s c a le  o p e ra t io n  was m a in ta in ed  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a rs  and d i s ­
co n tin u ed  in  1920. I n  1954, H a l l iw e l l  formed th e  SEDREN Company 
and r e a c t iv a te d  m ining o p e ra t io n .  A f te r  a p re -p ro d u c tio n  phase  o f  
e ig h t  y e a rs  d u rin g  w hich  th e  company en co u n te red  many d i f f i c u l t i e s  
i t  had n o t a n t ic ip a te d  and a t  a  c o s t  o f  e ig h t  and a  h a l f  m i l l io n  
d o l l a r s  in  in v e s tm e n t, th e  company made i t s  f i r s t  sh ipm ents o f  13,000 
to n s  o f  copper c o n c e n tra te  in  1961. M in era l r e s e rv e s  a re  e s tim a te d  
a t  10 m i l l io n  to n s  w ith  2 .6  p e rc e n t  co p p er c o n te n t .  T his i s  a 
r e l a t i v e l y  poor r e s e rv e  w hich c o u ld , i f  worked a t  f u l l  c a p a c i ty ,  be 
ex h au s ted  in  th re e  y e a r s .  However, th e  company i s  p ro s p e c tin g  e l s e ­
w here i n  th e  re g io n  w ith  an a d d i t io n a l  e x p e n d itu re  o f  c a p i t a l .  As 
y e t  th e  e n te r p r i s e  i s  n o t p r o f i t a b l e  and w i l l  n o t be  u n t i l  i t  can 
e x p o rt ab o u t 4 ,0 0 0  to n s  ev ery  s i x  w eeks. In  1961 i t  employed 285 
H a i t ia n  w orkers w ith  a  y e a r ly  p a y r o l l  o f  $577 ,000 . The w orkers 
r e c e iv e  v a r io u s  s o c i a l  s e r v ic e s  some o f  w hich a re  a ls o  ex ten d ed  to  
th e  v i l l a g e r s  in  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  th e  m ines. Only th e  fu tu r e  w i l l  
t e l l  w h e th e r t h i s  e n te r p r i s e  w i l l  be  s u c c e s s fu l  and p r o f i t a b l e  to  
b o th  H a i t i  and fo r e ig n  e n t r e p re n e u r s .
B au x ite  d e p o s i ts  a re  b e in g  worked a t  p re s e n t  by th e  American
^Moreau de S a in t  Mery, ojs. c i t . , p p . 781-2 .
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Reynolds M ining Company a t  M iragoane (s o u th  H a i t i ) . P ro d u c tio n
s t a r t e d  in  1956 a f t e r  many y e a rs  o f  p la n n in g  and p ro s p e c t io n .  R eserves
o f  10-12 m i l l io n  to n s  w ith  48-52  p e rc e n t  aluminum c o n te n t  have been 
2r e p o r te d .  The company has in v e s te d  in  mine s h a f ts  and modern p o r t  
f a c i l i t i e s .  I t  employs 390 H a it ia n  w o rk ers  b u t  so  f a r  h as  n o t  made 
an a p p re c ia b le  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  governm ent re v e n u e s . P ro d u c tio n , 
e x p o r t  and in v es tm en t f ig u r e s  w ere u n a v a i la b le  a t  t h i s  w r i t i n g .
*- Cement m a te r ia l  i s  c u r r e n t ly  worked by Ciment d 1 H a i t i  founded in  
1954 a t  Fond Mombin n e a r  P o r t - a u - P r in c e .  A F ren ch  company w ith  some 
s h a re s  h e ld  by V enezuelan  and H a it ia n  i n t e r e s t s ,  Ciment d 1 H a i t i  had a 
d a i ly  o u tp u t o f  240 to n s  in  1962, a lth o u g h  i t  was n o t w ork ing  a t  f u l l  
c a p a c i ty .  I t  p roduces more th a n  th e  need  o f  th e  c o u n try  and i t  i s  
c u r r e n t ly  s to c k  p i l i n g  in  view  o f  c u r r e n t  low consum ption and th e  
absence  o f  an e x p o rt m a rk e t. W hile th e  c o s t  o f  cem ent w hich  i s  d i s ­
t r i b u t e d  by th e  governm ent has n o t d im in ish ed  f o r  th e  consum er, t h i s  
e n t e r p r i s e  has g iv en  a  n o t ic e a b le  b o o s t to  fo r e ig n  sav in g s  by c u t t in g  
o u t a  y e a r ly  im port o f  20 ,000 to n s .  Raw m a te r ia ls  in  v a s t  q u a n t i ty  
a r e  found on th e  com pany's c o n ce ss io n  w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  gypsum, 
im ported  from  th e  Dominican R epub lic  w h ile  w a i t in g  f u r t h e r  p r o s ­
p e c t in g  in  H a i t i .  The company employs ab o u t 160, a l l  o f  them H a i t ia n  
w i th  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  a  to p  management o f  s i x .  L ib e ra l  s o c i a l  s e r v ic e s  
a r e  p ro v id e d  to  em ployees a lth o u g h  in  a  company town s e t t i n g .
^T hree-M onthly  Economic Review, Cuba. Dom inican R ep u b lic , H a i t i ,  
P u e r to  R ico (London: The Econom ist I n t e l l i g e n c e  U n it L t d . ,  Annual
Supplem ent Ju n e , 1962), p .  15.
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S m all lo c a l  in d u s t r i e s  work c la y  f o r  b r ic k  and ceram ic  f a b r i c a ­
t io n  o f  l im i te d  o u tp u t and q u a l i t y .  Lime i s  b e in g  p roduced  from 
lim e s to n e  th ro u g h o u t th e  R epub lic  w here i t  i s  a v a i l a b le .  L im estone 
i s  rem arkab ly  p u re  and n o t s c a r c e .  A rc h a ic  c o lo n ia l  m ethods a re  s t i l l  
in  u se  to d a y  and a re  n o t ic e a b ly  w a s te fu l  o f  wood. "While w orkers  have 
a c q u ire d  c o n s id e ra b le  s k i l l  i n  making lim e u s in g  such  c ru d e  m ethods, 
th e  f i n a l  p ro d u c t le a v e s  much to  be d e s i r e d .  C ry s ta l  s a l t  o f  v e ry  
poor p r e p a r a t io n  u sed  f o r  cooking  as w e l l  as f i s h  s a l t i n g  i s  a n o th e r  
p e a sa n t in d u s t r y  in  th e  r e g io n  o f  G onaives. S a l t  i s  o b ta in e d  by 
e v a p o ra tin g  s e a  w a te r  w ith  th e  n a tu r a l  h e a t  o f  th e  su n . R e c e n tly , 
im ports  from  n earb y  is la n d s  have red u ced  lo c a l  p ro d u c tio n .
The o th e r  m in e ra l re s o u rc e s  m entioned  rem ain  undeveloped . 
M anganese d e p o s its  in  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  th e  copper m ines o f  T e r r e -  
Neuve w ere known f o r  a long  tim e and seemed to  be o f  com m ercial 
i n t e r e s t .  They a re  c u r r e n t ly  b e in g  p ro sp e c te d  in  view o f  e v e n tu a l 
e x p lo i t a t i o n .  I ro n  o re s  a r e  o f  no economic i n t e r e s t  in  th e  two 
re g io n s  w here p ro s p e c t io n  was made. L ik ew ise , a l lu v io n a l  g o ld  i s  
found o n ly  in  m inu te  q u a n t i t i e s  in  th e  sands o f  some n o r th e rn  r i v e r s .  
The S p a n ia rd s  d e p le te d  th e  i s la n d  o f  i t s  go ld  re s o u rc e s  400 y e a rs  ago .
As f o r  f u e l s ,  l i g n i t e  d e p o s its  w ith  com m ercial p o s s i b i l i t i e s  have
been  re p o r te d  n e a r  M aissade  in  th e  c e n t r a l  p la te a u .  Some m in e ra l
3
a n a ly se s  have been  made and a  U n ited  N a tio n  M iss io n  to  H a i t i  has 
s t r o n g ly  recommended f u r t h e r  i n v e s t ig a t io n  o f  th e  e x te n t  and tonnage
q
^U nited  N a tio n s , M iss io n  to  H a i t i ,  o p . c i t . , p . 185.
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o f  th e  d e p o s its  and th e  b e s t  m ethods o f  m in ing  and su b seq u en t in d u s ­
t r i a l  p ro c e s s in g .  U n fo r tu n a te ly , th e  p r o je c t  has n e v e r  gone much 
f u r th e r  th a n  th e  ta lk in g  s ta g e .  O il  p ro s p e c tin g  was c a r r i e d  o u t in  
th e  f o r t i e s  b u t n o th in g  c o n c lu s iv e  was re p o r te d ;  how ever, an a u ra  
o f  m y ste ry  su rro u n d s p e tro leu m  p ro s p e c t in g .  Some H a it ia n s  a re  con­
v in ced  t h a t  fo r e ig n  com panies a re  j u s t  b id in g  t h e i r  tim e  f o r  a 
p o l i t i c a l  regim e f r i e n d ly  to  fo r e ig n  i n t e r e s t s  w hich  would g iv e  them 
generous c o n ce ss io n s  to  e x p lo i t  o i l  i n  H a i t i  a t  th e  expense o f  th e  
H a it ia n  p e o p le . The day th a t  s u b s t a n t i a l  o i l  re s e rv e s  a re  found in
H a i t i ,  a r f r a n t i c  " b a t a i l l e  ro y a le "  w i l l  ta k e  p la c e  o v e r lan d  t i t l e s
1
w hich a re  p r e s e n t ly  in  a  s t a t e  o f  c o n fu s io n . F in a l ly ,  a n o th e r
i n t e r e s t i n g  un tapped  n a tu r a l  re s o u rc e  i s  guano. The i s la n d  has
numerous caves in h a b ite d  by b a ts  and abounding w ith  guano. As f a r  back
as th e  t h i r t i e s ,  th e  U .S . A g r ic u l tu r a l  S o i l  Bureau made a n a ly se s  o f
guano c o l le c te d  in  H a i t i  w hich showed th a t  i t  would be o f  v a lu e  f o r
f e r t i l i z e r , ,  some run n in g  h ig h  in  n i t r o g e n  and th e  o th e r  in  p h o sp o ric  
4a c id .  A gain , n o th in g  more has been  done. P ro b ab ly  b ecau se  o f  th e  
c o n s id e ra b le  in v estm en t w hich would have to  be made in  ro ads to  
t r a n s p o r t  th e  guano.
In  c o n c lu s io n , i t  c an  be s a id  t h a t  w h ile  H a i t ia n  m in e ra l re s o u rc e s  
a re  n o t e x te n s iv e ,  th ey  s t i l l  o f f e r  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  some d i v e r s i f i ­
c a t io n  o f  th e  economy p ro v id ed  governm ent p o l i c i e s  and th e  p o l i t i c a l
^Andre F ils-A im e ( e d . ) ,  H a i t ia n  D ire c to ry  (p la c e  o f  p u b l ic a t io n  
and p u b l is h e r  n o t  g iv en , 1933), p .  4 2 .
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c lim a te  a r e  p r o p i t io u s  to  th e  c o n s id e ra b le  amount o f  f o r e ig n  in v e s t ­
m ents w hich a lo n e  c o u ld  develop  th e s e  r e s o u rc e s . H a i t i  does n o t have 
th e  c a p i t a l ,  th e  te c h n o lo g ic a l  know-how, n o r th e  m a n ag e ria l e x p e r ie n c e  
to  s e t  up i t s  own e x t r a c t i v e  i n d u s t r i e s .  However, i t  i s  e q u a l ly  
u n d e rs ta n d a b le  t h a t  th e  c o u n try  i s  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  in  th e  e x p lo i t a t io n  
o f  i t s  n a tu r a l  re s o u rc e s  by fo r e ig n  e n te r p r i s e s  i f  i t  does n o t r e s u l t  
in  s u b s t a n t i a l  employment f o r  h e r  p o p u la tio n  o r  governm ental re v e n u es . 
H a i t ia n s  a ls o  r e j e c t  th e  c o lo n ia l  p h ilo so p h y  t h a t  i d l e  n a tu r a l  
re s o u rc e s  b e lo n g  to  th o se  who ta k e  ad v an tag e  o f  them .
A g r ic u l tu r a l  R esources 
H a i t i  i s  p r im a r i ly  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o u n try . The s o i l  i s  i t s  
c h ie f  re s o u rc e , th e  p r in c ip a l  so u rc e  o f  revenue o f  i t s  governm ent, 
th e  d i r e c t  means o f  l iv e l ih o o d  o f  8 8  p e rc e n t  o f  i t s  p o p u la t io n  and 
i n d i r e c t l y  o f  a n o th e r  f iv e  p e r c e n t .  A g r ic u l tu re  by f a r  dom inates th e  
economy. C o ffee  i s  th e  c h ie f  p ro d u c t ,  a lo n g  w ith  s i s a l ,  s u g a r , 
co co a , to b a c c o , b an an as , dyewoods, c o t to n ,  as w e l l  as r i c e ,  f r u i t s  
and o th e r  food c ro p s  f o r  lo c a l  consum ption .
In  th e  1 8 th  c e n tu ry , H a i t i  was F r a n c e 's  p r iz e d  co lony  and p ro v id e d  
m ost o f  th e  su g a r  and c o f fe e  f o r  E urope. I n  th e  y e a r  1791, e x p o r ts  
from H a i t i  in c lu d e d  ro u g h ly  177 m i l l io n  pounds o f  su g a r ; 74 m i l l io n  
pounds o f  c o f f e e ;  seven  m i l l io n  pounds o f c o t to n ;  seven  m i l l io n  
pounds o f  dyewoods and ab o u t one m i l l i o n  pounds o f  in d ig o , v a lu ed  a t  
a  p re s e n t  r a t e  o f  50 m i l l io n  d o lla rs ,"*  and produced by a p o p u la t io n
^D avis, o p . c i t . , p . 25 .
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o f  520 ,000 . Today a  p o p u la tio n  o f  fo u r  m i l l io n  produced th e  fo llo w in g  
e x p o r ts  f o r  1961: 146 m i l l io n  pounds o f  s u g a r ; 48 m i l l io n  pounds o f '
c o f f e e ;  no c o t to n  f o r  e x p o r t ,  no in d ig o , a n e g l ig ib le  amount o f  dye- 
woods 4nd 52 m i l l i o n  pounds o f  s i s a l ,  a  new c ro p , th e  t o t a l  v a lu e d  a t  
32 m i l l io n  d o l l a r s . ‘ P ro d u c tio n  i s  30 p e rc e n t  low er th a n  w hat i t  u sed  
to  be 170 y e a rs  ago (s e e  T ab le  1 ) .  T h is  i l l u s t r a t e s  s e v e ra l  p rob lem s: 
1 ) o v e rp o p u la tio n  w hich  fo rc e s  p eo p le  to  d ev o te  m ost o f  th e  lan d  to  
s u b s is te n c e  c ro p s ; 2 ) th e  rav ag e  o f e ro s io n  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  m al­
p r a c t i c e  w hich has reduced  th e  amount o f  f e r t i l e  la n d ; 3) th e  
consequence o f  i l l i t e r a c y  and ig n o ran ce  w hich i n h i b i t s  th e  i n t r o ­
d u c tio n  o f  m odem  c u l t i v a t i o n  m ethods; and 4) th e  i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
o f  v e n a l governm ents w hich  have l e t  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r  accum ulate  
f o r  a  c e n tu ry  and a  h a l f  and i s  fa ced  today  w ith  a  problem  o f  such  
m agnitude th a t  no one knows how to  cope w ith  i t .
C o ffe e : H a i t i  i s  one o f  th e  o ld e s t  c o f fe e  grow ing re g io n s  o f
th e  New W orld and today  c o f fe e  i s  s t i l l  i t s  c h ie f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
r e s o u rc e .  I t  i s  a ls o  th e  m ost v a lu a b le  e x p o r t c ro p , on w hich th e  
w hole econom y.depends, e a rn in g  as much as 60-70 p e rc e n t  o f  fo r e ig n  
r e s e r v e .  C offee  e x p o r t  ta x  i s  a ls o  one o f  th e  m ain s o u r c e :o f  g o vern ­
ment re v e n u es . H a i t ia n  p ro d u c tio n  has w id e ly  f lu c tu a te d  th ro u g h  th e  
y e a rs  w ith  g e n e r a l ly  a  good y e a r  a l t e r n a t in g  w ith  a  le a n  one. For 
th e  l a s t  t h i r t y  y e a rs  an av erag e  o f  58 m i l l io n  to n s  has been e x p o rte d . 




COMPARISON OF AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS IN HAITI BETWEEN THE 
COLONIAL PERIOD AND TODAY
S e le c te d
Item s 1791 1961
Sugar 177 m il l io n lb s 146 m i l l io n lb s
C offee 74 m i l l io n lb s 48 m i l l io n lb s
C o tto n 7 m il l io n lb s ***
Dyewoods 7 m il l io n lb s ***
In d ig o 1. m i l l io n l b s . ***
S i s a l iek'k 52 m i l l io n lb s
V alue
P o p u la tio n
$50 m i l l io n ,
520,000
$32 m i l l io n  
4 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0
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pounds. ^
C o ffee  was f i r s t  in tro d u c e d  in to  n o r th e rn  H a i t i  from  M artin iq u e  
by J e s u i t s  in  1738. I t s  c u l tu r e  sp re ad  r a p id ly  s in c e  i t  was e s p e c ia l l y  
a d a p ta b le  to  m ounta in  s lo p es , though  i t  n e v e r  d is p la c e d  s u g a r  as th e  
prim e e x p o r t  in  c o lo n ia l  t im e s . From seven  m i l l io n  pounds in  1755 
i t  reach ed  77 m i l l i o n  pounds in  1789 on th e  eve o f th e  s la v e  r e v o l t .  
A f te r ' independence and th e  b reak  up o f  th e  p la n ta t io n  system , c o f fe e  
grow ing w ild  in  th e  m ountains w a i t in g  o n ly  to  be  p ic k ed  became th e  
c h ie f  e x p o r t  crop and has r e ta in e d  i t s  p la c e  e v e r  s in c e .  However, 
i t  to o k  n e a r ly  one. hundred  y e a rs  to  re a c h  th e  p re -in d e p e n d en c e  l e v e l .  
T here  was a ls o  a  s o c i a l  r e v o lu t io n  in  p ro d u c tio n . D uring th e  
c o lo n ia l  p e r io d ,  3 ,8 0 0  c o f fe e  p la n ta t io n s  p roduced  an av erag e  o f
20,000 pounds; to d ay  150,000 p e a s a n t f a m il ie s  p roduce  an av erag e  o f  
330 pounds on t h e i r  s u b s is te n c e  farm s em ploying 3 /4  m i l l io n  p e o p le .^  
About one th i r d  o f  th e  t o t a l  p ro d u c tiv e  lan d  i s  d evo ted  to  c o f f e e .
S u g a r: S ugarcane  o r ig i n a t in g  from  th e  C anary I s la n d s  was i n t r o ­
duced in to  H a i t i  p ro b a b ly  in  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  16 th  c e n tu ry . 
R e la t iv e ly  slow  in  g e t t in g  s t a r t e d ,  by th e  18 th  c e n tu ry  i t  was ex tended  
to  n e a r ly  ev ery  sm a ll a l l u v i a l  p l a in  o r  w h erev er su g arcan e  co u ld  be 
grown, and re p re s e n te d  more th a n  f o r ty  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  w e a lth  o f  th e  
co lo n y . I t  was a ls o  around th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  s u g a r  t h a t  th e  s o c io ­
economic p l a n t a t i o n  system  knew i t s  g r e a t e s t  developm ent. R ev o lu tio n
% o r a l ,  L 'Econom ie H a i t ie n n e ,  op . c i t . , p .  100.
— ^ —
? I b i d . ,  p .  92 .
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fo llo w ed  by independence  in  1804 d e s tro y e d  th a t  system  and w ith  i t  
s u g a r  p ro d u c tio n . From a h e ig h t  o f  163 m i l l io n  pounds e x p o rte d  in  
1788, p ro d u c tio n  r a p id ly  d e c lin e d  to  600,000 pounds in  1821 and to  an 
a l l  tim e low o f  43 ,000  pounds in  1871. W ith  th e  Am erican o c c u p a tio n  
in  1915, an e f f o r t  was made by Am erican com panies to  r e c o n s t i t u t e  a 
few la rg e  p la n ta t io n s  to  p roduce su g a r  a g a in  on a  com m ercial b a s i s .
I t  took  many y e a rs  to  a ch ie v e  t h i s  end . I n  s p i t e  o f  th e  endorsem ent 
o f  t h i s  p o l ic y  by th e  H a i t ia n  governm ent, th e  p e a sa n ts  r e s i s t e d  th e  
r e tu r n  to  th e  p la n ta t io n  system  and in  com parison  to  Cuba w here la rg e  
p la n ta t io n s  w ere b e in g  o rg an ized  a t  th e  same tim e , th e  e f f o r t  has n o t 
been  a l to g e th e r  s u c c e s s f u l .  Today, th e  H ay tian  Am erican Sugar. Company. 
(HASCO), e s ta b l i s h e d  s in c e  1916, i s  th e  m ain p ro d u c e r o f  su g a r  in  
H a i t i .  I t  grows 40 p e rc e n t  o f  i t s  p ro d u c tio n  on i t s  own lan d  and. 
th e  r e s t  i s  bought from  in d e p e n d e n ts . I t  p ro c e sse s  an av erag e  o f
700,000 to n s  o f  cane a y e a r  w hich g iv e s  ab o u t 70 ,000 to n s  o f  su g a r
g
o f  w hich  h a l f  i s  e x p o r te d . The r e s t  i s  tu rn e d  o v e r to  th e  governm ent
w hich has a monopoly on th e  i n t e r n a l  s a l e  o f  su g a r  from w hich i t
d e r iv e s  a p r o f i t a b l e  ta x .  The developm ent o f  su g arcan e  i s  hand icapped
by la c k  o f  a v a i l a b le  la n d , poor i r r i g a t i o n  and e x h au s ted  s o i l s  w hich
9 'g iv e  i t  a low y i e ld  o f  60 to  65 to n s  an h e c ta r e .  As a w hole , H a i t i  
i s  a  lo w -co s t su g a r  c o u n try , h av in g  an abundant su p p ly  o f cheap la b o r .  
The H a it ia n  cane c u t t e r  has a r e p u ta t io n  f o r  b e in g  a  s t ro n g , e n d u rin g
®Moral, Le P aysan  H a i t ie n ,  o p . c i t . . p .  288.
9 I b i d . , p .  290.
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and e f f i c i e n t  c u t t e r .  The m ain problem s in h ib i t i n g  su g a r  developm ent 
a r e  p o p u la t io n  p r e s s u r e  on th e  la n d , la c k  o f  c a p i t a l  to  expand su g a r  
p ro d u c tio n , and no l e s s  im p o r ta n t i s  th e  g e n e ra l  d i s t r u s t  to  r e v e r t  
to  th e  more p ro d u c tiv e  la rg e  s c a le  s u g a r  p la n ta t io n s , - - f o r  i t  i n e v i ­
t a b ly  r e s u l t s  in  a la n d le s s  p e a sa n t c l a s s ,  a  rem in d e r o f  s la v e ry  
d a y s .
S i s a l ; S i s a l  f i b e r  i s  d e r iv e d  from  a c a c tu s - l i k e  p la n t ,  and
i s  th e  raw m a te r ia l  f o r  b in d e r  tw ine  and an in c re a s in g  number o f
o th e r  p r o d u c t s . ^  A lthough  i t  was c u l t i v a t e d  by th e  a b o r ig in a l
In d ia n s  i t  was n e v e r ah e x p o r t  crop  in  c o lo n ia l  tim e s , a lth o u g h  i t
11was used  by th e  slA ves f o r  su ch  th in g s  as  f i s h in g  n e t s .  In  th e  
n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  a  sm a ll q u a n t i ty  o f  s i s a l  was a c tu a l ly  e x p o rte d .
One o f  th e  ad v an tag es  o f  s i s a l  i s  t h a t ' i t  grows w e l l  on sem i-
a r i d  la n d , a  ty p e  o f  land  more and more p r e v a le n t  in  H a i t i .  L a rg e - 
s c a le  p ro d u c tio n  o f  s i s a l  was in tro d u c e d  d u rin g  th e  Am erican o ccu ­
p a t io n  and th e  Am erican-owned P la n ta t io n  Dauphin i s  to d ay  th e  
l a r g e s t  s i s a l  p l a n t a t i o n  in  th e  w o rld . I t  p ro c e sse s  ab o u t 80 p e rc e n t  
o f  th e  s i s a l  p roduced  in  H a i t i .  A f te r  T an zan ia  and M exico, H a i t i
i s  to d ay  th e  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  p ro d u c e r o f  s i s a l  in  th e  w o rld . S i s a l
re p r e s e n ts  ab o u t 25 p e rc e n t  o f  t o t a l  e x p o r ta t io n .  The problem  w ith  
s i s a l  p ro d u c tio n  i s  t h a t  th e  r e tu r n  on in v es tm en t i s  low and th e  
p ro d u c e rs  do n o t  c o n t r o l  th e  w o rld  p r i c e  w hich  f l u c tu a te s  from y e a r
^•^For in s ta n c e ,  th e  pad d in g  o f  Volkswagen s e a t s .
^ M o ra l ,  0 £ .  c i t . , p . 294.
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to  y e a r .  S i s a l  i s  p roduced  in  H a i t i  p r im a r i ly  b ecause  o f  lo w -la b o r 
c o s t .  A ttem pts have been  made to  produce i t  in  P u e rto  R ico w here 
i t  grows w e l l ,  b u t  th e  la b o r  c o s ts  made i t  p r o h ib i t iv e .  S h o rtag e  
o f  unoccup ied  lan d  p re v e n ts  f u r t h e r  e x te n s io n  w ith o u t d is p o s s e s s io n .  
When one com pares th e  p re s e n t  s ta n d a rd  o f  l iv in g  o f  th e  3 ,000  o r  so 
la b o re r s  on th e  P la n ta t io n  Dauphin to  t h a t  o f  th e  indep en d en t p e a s a n t ,  
i t  has n o t  im proved enough to  w a rra n t th e  tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  poor 
b u t s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  p e asa n t-o w n er in to  a  la n d le s s  p r o l e t a r i a n .
G. R e la t io n  o f  th e  P eo p le  to  th e  Land 
The lan d  a re a  o f  th e  R ep u b lic  o f  H a i t i  i s  ab o u t 10,000 sq u a re  
m i le s .  I t  i s  e s t im a te d  t h a t  a b o u t 30 p e rc e n t  i s  u sed  f o r  c u l t i v a t io n  
and p a s tu r e ,  w ith  th e  lan d  u n d e r c u l t i v a t i o n  am ounting to  17 p e rc e n t ,  
r e p r e s e n t in g  l e s s  th a n ' one a c re  p e r  c a p i t a  f o r - a  c o u n try  w hich i s  
e s s e n t i a l l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l .  A n o th er 40 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  lan d  i s  p o te n ­
t i a l l y  p ro d u c tiv e  b u t unused , th e  m ain rea so n s  b e in g  la ck  o f  i r r i ­
g a t io n ,  need  f o r  d ra in a g e , o r  o th e r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  a  te c h n ic a l
n a tu r e  w hich  would r e q u ir e  c a p i t a l  e x p e n d itu re s  beyond th e  means o f
12th e  n a t io n .  The rem ain in g  30 p e rc e n t  i s  w a s te la n d  o r  f o r e s te d .
T h ere  i s  s t ro n g  e v id en c e  t h a t  th e  co u n try  i s  le s s  f e r t i l e  and g e t t in g  
l e s s  p ro d u c tiv e  e v e ry  y e a r .  The H a it ia n s  d id  n o t i n h e r i t  a  new 
c o u n try . I t  had been  th o ro u g h ly  b u t  f a i r l y  r a t i o n a l l y  e x p lo i te d  
d u r in g  th e  c o lo n ia l  p e r io d .  Absence o f c o n se rv a tio n  m easures and
■ ^P ercen tages a r e  based  on f ig u r e s  o f  Food a n d .A g r ic u ltu re  
O rg a n iz a tio n  o f  th e  U n ited  N a tio n s , P ro d u c tio n  Yearbook 1963, v o l .  17 
(Rome: F .A .O ., 1964).
138
o th e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  m a lp ra c t ic e s  have s in c e  caused  d e t e r io r a t i o n  o f  
th e  la n d . . Farm ing to o ls  c o n s i s t  e s s e n t i a l l y  o f  ,the b ro a d -b la d e d  
m achete and th e  W est A fr ic a n  ty p e  h o e . F e r t i l i z e r  and r o t a t i o n  o f  
c ro p s  a r e  unknown, c o n se q u e n tly  y ie ld s  a re  e x trem e ly  low.
O u ts id e  th e  m arked d i f f e r e n c e s  betw een th e  m ountain  and p la in  
a r e a s ,  th e r e  i s  a  s u r p r i s in g ly  s i m i l a r i t y  in  H a i t ia n  r u r a l  l i f e  from 
one end o f  th e  c o u n try  to  th e  o th e r  i n  s p i t e  o f  l i t t l e  com m unication. 
T h is i s  e x p la in a b le  p erhaps by th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  r u r a l  p o p u la t io n  i s  
reduced  to  th e  common denom inato r o f  s u b s is te n c e  l iv in g  w hich a f fo rd s  
l i t t l e  v a r i a t i o n .
W ith  r e s p e c t  to  s e t t le m e n t  p a t t e r n s ,  th e  s c a t t e r e d  hom estead 
p r e v a i l s .  T here  a re  soma c o n c e n tra t io n s  o f  p e a s a n t  homes in  l i n e a r  
v i l l a g e s  a long  ro a d s , e s p e c ia l l y  in  th e  p la in s  and in  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  
u rb an  c e n te r s .  In  th e  f o o t h i l l s ,  v a l le y s  and m o u n ta in s , th e  i s o la te d  
farm  do m in a tes. S e tt le m e n t p a t te r n s  ev o lved  from  th e  p la n ta t io n  s la v e  
v i l l a g e s  o f  th e  18 th  c e n tu ry  to  th e  p a t r i a r c h a l  A fr ic a n  s t y l e  h a m le t- - 
th e  la co u  o f  th e  19 th  c e n tu ry —to  th e  g ra d u a l b reak  up o f  th e  l a t t e r ,  
to  d is p e r s io n  as th e  f i n a l  p a t t e r n .  I t  i s  a ls o  th o u g h t t h a t  th e  
s e t t le m e n t  o f  p e a s a n ts  in  th e  m ost rem ote m ountain  re g io n  r e s u l te d  in  
p a r t  from  th e  p re se n c e  o f  maroons ( f u g i t i v e  s la v e s )  in  th e  c o lo n ia l  
p e r io d , th e  p e r tu b a t io n s  o f  th e  war o f  independence and th e  com pulsive 
c o n s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  e a r ly  19 th  c e n tu ry , w hich fo rc e d  many p e a sa n ts  to . 
f l e e  th e  p l a in s .
In  re g a rd  to  lan d  te n u re ,  H a i t i  i s  r a th e r  un ique  in  L a t in  Am erica 
in  th e  se n se  t h a t  th e  v a s t  m a jo r i ty  o f  p e a sa n ts  own t h e i r  p l o t  o f  la n d .
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W hile m ost o f  L a t in  A m erica has a  p rob lem  o f  la n d le s s  m asses r e s u l t i n g  
from  th e  l a t i f u n d i a  sy stem , H a i t i  has a  p roblem  o f  low and uneconomic 
p ro d u c tio n  r e s u l t i n g  from  m in ifu n d ia . A ccord ing  to  th e  census o f  1950, 
84 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p e a s a n ts  a r e  p r o p r ie to r s  o f  t h e i r  la n d ; 3 .8  p e rc e n t  
farm  on s t a t e - l e a s e d  la n d ; 3 .2  p e rc e n t  farm  on p r iv a te ly - l e a s e d  la n d ;
4 .1  p e rc e n t  a re  te n a n ts  and 4 .7  p e rc e n t  a re  s h a re c ro p p e rs .  The h ig h  
p e rc e n ta g e  o f  p r o p r ie to r s h ip  c o n ce a ls  th e  f a c t  t h a t  many do n o t have 
t h e i r  lan d  t i t l e s  in  o rd e r .
A f te r  independence  th e  la r g e  e s t a t e s  o f  th e  F ren ch  w ere b ro k en  up 
in to  in d iv id u a l  h o ld in g s  w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  some o f  th e  e x -a f f r a n c h is  
and m i l i t a r y  le a d e rs  who r e ta in e d  t h e i r  la r g e  e s t a t e s .  The r e s t  o f  th e  
p u b lic  domain was g ra d u a l ly  d i s t r i b u t e d  to  v e te ra n s  o f  th e  r e v o lu t io n ,  
th e  s i z e  o f  d o n a tio n  v a ry in g  a c c o rd in g  to  ran k  and f i n a l l y  th e  r e s t  
o f  th e  lan d  was made a v a i l a b le  to  th e  g e n e ra l  p o p u la tio n  on generous 
te rm s . The owners o f  th e  few la r g e  e s t a t e s  ex p e rien c e d  in c re a s in g  
d i f f i c u l t y  in  f in d in g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w orkers and w ere fo rce d  to  le a s e  
t h e i r  lan d  o r  u se  a  d e m o itie  (sh a re c ro p p e r)  a rran g em en t. E v e n tu a lly  
m ost o f  th e  la rg e  e s t a t e s  d is a p p e a re d . The p a t t e r n  o f  fa m ily  e n t e r ­
p r i s e  on sm a ll s c a le  p r o p e r t i e s  was s e t .  F u rth erm o re  th e  N apo leon ic  
code had b een  ad o p ted  making e v e ry  c h i ld  h e i r ,  and D e ssa lin e s  had 
in c lu d e d  in to  th e  law eq u a l in h e r i ta n c e  r ig h t s  f o r  n a tu r a l  c h i ld r e n .
In  view  o f  th e  common p r a c t i c e  o f  polygamy among p e a s a n ts ,  th e  
h o ld in g s  r a p id ly  s p l i t  up from  one g e n e ra t io n  to  th e  n e x t .  M oral 
c i t e s  an exam ple o f  a  fa m ily  whose o r i g i n a l  lan d  g r a n t  o f  39 a c re s  in  
1840 i s  d iv id e d  to d ay  betw een 50 in h e r i t o r s  and t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e
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13f a m i l ie s .  As p o p u la t io n  grew, p lo t s  o f  lan d  co n tin u ed  to  be su b ­
d iv id e d  u n t i l  m ost h o ld in g s  w ere a tom ized  in to  i n e f f i c i e n t  m in ifu n d ia . 
In  some c ase s  in h e r i t e d  p lo t s  a re  w id e ly  s c a t t e r e d  and im p o ss ib le  to  
c o n s o l id a te ;  in  o th e r  c a se s  th e  p l o t  has g o t te n  so s m a l l ^  t h a t  
r e l a t i v e s  l i v e  in  i n d iv i s io n  (n o n -d iv is io n )  o r  some o f  th e  members 
a re  fo rc e d  to  m ig ra te  to  tow ns, s q u a t  on m a rg in a l lan d  o r  become 
s h a re c ro p p e rs .  W ith th e  Am erican o c c u p a tio n  a  few com m ercial la rg e  
s c a le  p la n ta t io n s  w ere r e c o n s t i t u t e d .  They a re  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  
fo reign -ow ned  and managed and r e p re s e n t  th e  f i r s t  s u c c e s s fu l  e n t e r ­
p r i s e s  o f  t h a t  n a tu r e  s in c e  c o lo n ia l  t im e s . However, th e  t r e n d  i s  
n o t c o n tin u in g  in  t h a t  d i r e c t io n  p a r t l y  due to  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
in v o lv e d  in  c a r ry in g  o u t th e  in e v i ta b le  d is p o s s e s s io n s  and th e  
s t ro n g  re sen tm e n t o f  th e  r u r a l  m asses.
A ccording  to  th e  census o f  1950, o v e r 50 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  h o ld in g s  
a re  betw een one and a  h a l f  a c re s  and s i x  a c r e s ;  12 p e rc e n t  le s s  th a n  
one and a h a l f  a c re s  and s i x  p e rc e n t  ov er s ix te e n  a c re s  (se e  T ab le  I I ) .
13M oral, op., c i t . , p .  185.
14 ,One o f  th e  houseboys o f  t h i s  w r i t e r  had in h e r i t e d  one t r e e  as
h is  p a r t  o f  th e  f a m i ly 's  p a trim o n y .
141
TABLE I I
PERCENTAGE OF FARM HOLDINGS IN HAITI BY SIZE*
S iz e  o f  Farms P e rc e n ta g e  o f  Farms
Under 1 . 5  a c re s  ............................
it 3 " .............................. .............................. 23.87.
it 6 " ..............................
ii 10 " .............................. ..............................15.37.
ii 16 " ..............................
Over 16 " ..............................
*M oral, Le Pavsan  H a i t ie n ,  o j j .  c i t . ,  p .  184.
We fa c e  h e re  th e  dilemma o f  economic p ro g re s s  w ith  l a t i f u n d i a  
v e rsu s  s o c ia l  s t a b i l i t y  w ith  m in ifu n d ia . L a t i f u n d ia  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  
eco n o m ica lly  more p r o f i t a b l e  f o r  such  c ro p s  as su g a rc a n e , b an an as , 
s i s a l ,  and a few o th e r  c a sh  c ro p s  b u t t h e i r  s o c ia l  c o s ts  a re  heavy, 
as f a r  as un d erd ev e lo p ed  c o u n tr ie s  a re  co n ce rn ed . F i r s t  th ey  occupy 
th e  b e s t  lan d  and tu r n  th e  lo c a l  p e a s a n try  in to  a  la n d le s s  a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l  w o rk e r; th e n  th e y  can n o t g u a ra n te e  f u l l  employment b ecau se  o f 
th e  s e a s o n a l  n a tu r e  o f  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and l a s t l y  th e  p r ic e  o f  th e  
p ro d u c t i s  a t  th e  m ercy o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s p e c u la t io n ,  and th e  w orker 
i s  th e  f i r s t  v ic t im  o f  a  drop in  p r i c e .  As f o r  th e  m in ifu n d ia , lan d  
ow nership  has an i n t e g r a t i v e  e f f e c t  r e s u l t i n g  in  s o c i a l  s t a b i l i t y ,  
b u t  a t  th e  c o s t  o f  d e c re a se d  p ro d u c tio n , economic s ta g n a t io n  and 
r e g r e s s io n .  Today th e  H a i t ia n  p e a s a n t 's  h o ld in g  i s  no lo n g e r  la rg e  
enough to  su p p o r t h i s  fa m ily  in  a s t y l e  w hich  i s  above s u b s is te n c y  
and w hich  would s e c u re  and m a in ta in  a  d e c e n t s ta n d a rd  o f  l iv in g  and a
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r e s p e c ta b le  e x is te n c e .  The s o lu t io n  i s  f a r  from s im p le . A ttem pts a t  
fo rm ing  c o o p e ra t iv e s ,  a  system  w hich  id e a l ly  i f  n o t  in  p r a c t i c e  
com bines th e  b e s t  e lem en ts  o f  b o th  sy stem s, a re  hand icapped  by th e  
low le v e l  o f  e d u c a tio n  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  p e a s a n t.
The prob lem  o f  la n d  t i t l e s  in  H a i t i  i s  even more co m p lica ted .
The need  f o r  a g e n e ra l  lan d  su rv ey  has been  p o in te d  o u t f o r  y e a r s .
The b a s is  f o r  th e  c a d a s t r e  i s  s t i l l  th e  su rv ey  made by th e  F rench  in  
th e  1830's  in  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  th e  c la im s o f  th e  fo rm er F ren ch  p la n te r s  
who w ere com pensated by  th e  in dem nity  H a i t i  p a id  F ran ce  to  sec u re  
r e c o g n i t io n  o f  h e r  in d ep en d en ce . The c a r e le s s n e s s  o f  a c e n tu ry  o r  
more has r e s u l te d  in  a  m ost co n fu sed  s t a t e  o f  an arch y  in  lan d  t i t l e s  
w hich i s  a  s e r io u s  im pedim ent to  any e f f o r t s  to  p u t a g r i c u l tu r e  on a 
r a t i o n a l  b a s i s .  Even th e  s t a t e ,  w hich i s - - o n  p ap e r a t  l e a s t - - t h e  
l a r g e s t  p r o p r i e to r ,  does n o t know th e  e x te n t  o f  i t s  h o ld in g s . Very 
o f te n  c la im s a re  f i c t i t i o u s .  When th e  governm ent s o ld  lan d  to  
Am erican com panies, s q u a t t e r s  w ere  found on th e  lan d  who had been 
th e r e  f o r  g e n e r a t io n s .  I n  some c a se s  t i t l e  to  one h o ld in g  has been  
is su e d  to  s e v e r a l  p e rs o n s . A rch iv es  have been  d e s tro y e d  by th e  
rav ag es  o f  t r o p i c a l  w e a th e r  o r  r e v o lu t io n .  Some tim es d iv id e d  land  
i s  n o t re c o rd e d , f o r  th e  c o s t  o f  th e  su rvey  i s  more th an  th e  v a lu e  
o f  th e  la n d . A nother problem  i s  th e  id io s y n c r a t ic  custom  o f  some 
p e a sa n ts  to  u se  th e  g iv e n  name o f  t h e i r  f a th e r s  as a  patronym ic 
name; a f t e r  s e v e ra l  g e n e ra tio n s  i t  becomes u t t e r l y  co n fu s in g  to  t r a c e
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a g e n e a lo g y .^  The r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  an arch y  i s  a  g r e a t  se n se  o f  in s e ­
c u r i t y  among p e a sa n ts  and d i s t r u s t  o f  o f f i c i a l s .  The p e a sa n ts  f in d  
th em selv es  in  e n d le s s  l i t i g a t i o n s  o v e r c louded  t i t l e s  in  in h e r i ta n c e  
c la im s . U nscrupulous u rb an  law yers t h r i v e  on t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  D uring 
th e  Am erican o c c u p a tio n , a r a t i o n a l  c a d a s t r a l  su rv e y  was a ttem p ted  b u t  
so much ap p reh en sio n  and d i s p u ta t io n  w ere r e - a c t iv a te d  t h a t  th e  p r o je c t  
was abandoned. As p a s s iv e  and d e f e r e n t  as  th e  H a i t ia n  p e a sa n t i s  
tow ard a u to r i t e /  as he  c a l l s  o f f i c i a l s ,  when i t  comes to  h is  la n d , he 
i s  w i l l i n g  to  s ta k e  h i s  l i f e  to  defend  i t .  The many ty r a n n ic a l  
governm ents in  th e  h i s to r y  o f  H a i t i  have c a r e f u l ly  av o ided  t h i s  i s s u e ,  
f o r  w h ile  th ey  have abused  th e  p e a sa n ts  in  many w ays, th e y  have 
r e a l i z e d  th a t  i f  th ey  t r i e d  to  i n t e r f e r e  w ith  th e  lan d  q u e s t io n  th ey  
would have an u p r is in g  on t h e i r  hands w hich th e y  would n o t be a b le  to  
c o n t r o l .
In  c o n c lu s io n  we can  say  t h a t  th e  man and la n d  e c o lo g ic a l  e q u i­
l ib r iu m  in  H a i t i  i s  v e ry  f r a g i l e  and o b v io u s ly  can n o t c o n tin u e  fo r  
v e ry  long  in  i t s  p re s e n t  s t a t e .
15As an exam ple: L ouis 4.1cee (e g o ) , son o f  A lcee  D uverger (e g o 's
f a t h e r ) ,  son o f  D uverger Legrand (e g o 's  g r a n d f a th e r ) ,  e t c .  Sometimes 
a  p e a s a n t ta k e s  i t  upon h im s e lf  to  change h is  g iv e n  name. T h ere  i s  a 
l o t  o f  f a n ta s y  in  g iv e n  names. Many names o f l a t i n  o r ig i n  such  as 
M e rc ilu s , F e r i l u s ,  C h a r iu s , o r  names such  as A s s e f i l l e  (enough g i r l ) ,  
Semblenou (lo o k s  l ik e  u s ) ,  B e l t in o i  ( p r e t t y  l i t t l e  b la c k ) ,  D ieudonne' 
(God gave him) M aculee (im m acu la te ), Chimene (from  ch im in  » r o a d ) , 
th e  l a t t e r  g i r l  was b o rn  on th e  highway!
CHAPTER V
THE SOCIAL CLASS SYSTEM
The fundam ental key  to  an u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  i s  
i t s  c la s s  sy stem . No o th e r  s o c ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  as f irm ly  
e s ta b l i s h e d  and as w e l l - d e f in e d .  The c la s s  s t r u c tu r e  d iv id e s  th e  
s o c ie ty  r o u g h ly 'in to  two s o c i a l  g ro u p s: th e  "h aves"  and "have n o ts "
and perm eates a l l  o th e r  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  I t  d e te rm in es  th e  ty p e  
o f  fa m ily , econom ic, p o l i t i c a l  and r e l ig io u s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  e d u c a tio n a l  
o p p o r tu n i t ie s  and above a l l  p e o p le 's  a t t i t u d e s .  I t  d e te rm in es  th e  
in d iv id u a l 's  d eg ree  o f  o r i e n t a t i o n  tow ard A fr ic a n  p r  F rench  d e r iv e d  
v a lu e s .  A ,v e r i t a b le  p ro c e ss  o f  d e - a f r i c a n i z a t io n  o ccu rs  as one moves 
up from th e  b la c k  p e a s a n t  mass to  th e  u rb a n  m u la tto  b o u rg e o is ie .
A. E v o lu tio n  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  C lass  System
S o c ia l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  in  c o lo n ia l  tim es c o n s is te d  o f  th r e e  m ain 
s t r a t a :  th e  w h ite s ,  th e  a f f r a n c h is  ( f r e e  p eo p le  o f  c o lo r ) ,  and th e
s l a v e s .
The w h ite s  w ere su b d iv id e d  in to  g rands b la n e s  who w ere governm ent 
o f f i c i a l s  and p la n te r s  and p e t i t s  b la n e s  who w ere w h ite s  o f  s m a lle r  
means and l e s s e r  s o c ia l  im p o rtan ce .
The a f f r a n c h is  ( f r e e  p eo p le  o f  c o lo r )  made up th e  second s tra tu m . 
These a f f r a n c h is  h e ld  a r e l a t i v e l y  advan tageous p o s i t io n .  Many had 
been  f re e d  f o r  g e n e r a t io n s ,  owned c o n s id e ra b le  p ro p e r ty ,  and some
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w ere ed u ca ted  in  F ra n c e . They en joyed  many r ig h t s  b u t w ere excluded  
from  p u b lic  o f f i c e  and some o c c u p a tio n s . Many w ere s la v e  owners and 
i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  th e  w h ite s  r a th e r  th an  th e  Negro s la v e s .  O th ers  w ere 
a r t i s a n s  whose s o c ia l  a s p i r a t i o n s  w ere w ith  th e  w h ite s  b u t  whose 
r e c e n t  s e r v i tu d e  fo rc e d  them a t  tim es to  i d e n t i f y  w ith  th e  s la v e s .
The t h i r d  s tra tu m  com prised  th e  s la v e s ,  who in  tu r n  w ere d i f ­
f e r e n t i a t e d  betw een house s e r v a n ts  and f i e l d  h an d s, and th o se  b o m  
on th e  i s la n d  and th e  newcom ers. The l a t t e r  w ere d e r i s iv e l y  c a l l e d  
neg b o s s a l  (raw  A fr ic a n s )  w h ile  th e  fo rm er neg c re o le  ( c r e o le  
N eg ro es ) .
I n  1789, on th e  eve o f  th e  s la v e  r e b e l l i o n ,  Moreau de S t .  Mery . 
e s t im a te d  th e  p o p u la t io n  co m p o sitio n  o f  th e  co lo n y  as fo llo w s :
40 ,000  w h ite s  (8%), 28 ,000  f r e e  p eo p le  o f  c o lo r  (5%) and 452,000 
s la v e s  (87% ).*
The c o lo n ia l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  p a t t e r n  s e t  th e  s ta g e  from  w hich 
su b se q u e n tly  ev o lved  th e  p r e s e n t  day H a i t ia n  c la s s  sy stem .
As th e  S t .  Domingue R ev o lu tio n  a n n ih i la te d  th e  w h ite s ,  th e  f r e e  
p eo p le  o f  c o lo r  e v e n tu a l ly  f i l l e d  th e  vacuum l e f t  by  th e  form er 
ru l in g  c la s s  and became th e  new e l i t e  w h ile  th e  s la v e s  becaiine th e  
p e a sa n t m ass. F o r o v e r a c e n tu ry  i . e . ,  u n t i l  two decades ago,
H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  rem ained e s s e n t i a l l y  a  tw o -c la s s  s o c ie ty  w ith  an 
u rb an  m u la tto  e l i t e  and a p e a s a n t m ass. Between th e s e  two c la s s e s  
t h e r e .e x i s t e d  a sm a ll group o f  s k i l l e d  w o rk e rs , sm a ll- tim e
^Moreau de S t .  M ery, oj>. c i t . , p . 28.
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p o l i t i c i a n s ,  d e c la s s e  in d iv id u a ls ,  e t c . ,  who w ere u s u a l ly  moving 
up o r  down betw een th e  e l i t e  and th e  m ass. They d id  n o t c o n s t i tu t e  
a  m idd le  c la s s  b u t  sim p ly  a  t r a n s i e n t  group w ith  no p a r t i c u l a r  
c la s s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  own.
The rum blings w hich  w ere s lo w ly  underm in ing  th e  r i g i d i t y  o f  
t h i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  c la s s  s t r u c t u r e  e ru p te d  w ith  th e  S o c ia l  R ev o lu tio n  
o f  1946. S in ce  t h i s  p e r io d ,  th e  s o c i a l  c la s s  system  has been in  a 
s t a t e  o f  r e s t r u c t u r i n g .  The m ost im p o rta n t developm ent o c c u rr in g  in  
th e  p a s t  tw en ty  y e a rs  has been  th e  em ergence o f  an u rb a n .m id d le  c la s s  
w hich  i s  c h a lle n g in g  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  power o f  th e  b o u rg e o is ie  and th e  
ap p earan ce  o f  a  sm a ll u rb an  p r o l e t a r i a t  d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  i t s e l f  from 
th e  p e a s a n t m ass. The c u r r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  regim e opposed to  th e  m u la tto  
b o u rg e o is ie  i s  a c c e le r a t i n g  t h i s  change.
I n  summary, con tem porary  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  i s  s t r a t i f i e d  in  th e  
fo llo w in g  way: a t  th e  to p ,  th e r e  i s  an u rb a n , p red o m in an tly  m u la t to ,
t r a d i t i o n a l  b o u rg e o is ie  r e p r e s e n t in g  no more th a n  two p e rc e n t  o f  th e  
p o p u la t io n , fo llo w ed  by an em erging m idd le  c la s s  w hich r e p re s e n ts  
abou t fo u r  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  and an u rb an  p r o l e t a r i a t  o f  
abou t s ix  p e r c e n t .  The rem ain in g  88 p e rc e n t  makes up th e  p e a sa n t 
m ass. The fo r e ig n  w h ite s  and S y r ia n  co lo n y , r e p re s e n t in g  le s s  th an  
one te n th  o f  one p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n , w h ile  eco n o m ica lly  
im p o r ta n t, a re  n o t  g e n e r a l ly  in t e g r a te d  in to  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  and a re  
c o n s id e re d  h e re  as  a  s u b c u l tu r a l  g ro u p .
F u n d am en ta lly , th e  m ain f e a tu r e s  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  c la s s  s t r u c tu r e  
have n o t changed s in c e  i t s  o r ig i n .  The same p e rc e n ta g e , 87 o r  88
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p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  s t i l l  rem ains a t  th e  bottom  o f  th e  s o c ia l  
pyram id as a p e a s a n t  m ass, f i r s t  as s la v e s ,  now as f r e e  men. The 
to p  o f  th e  pyram id was occu p ied  in  th e  18 th  c e n tu ry  by a  sm a lL F ren c h  
c o lo n ia l  m in o r i ty ,  who w ere d is p la c e d  a t  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  19th  
c e n tu ry  by a  sm a ll m u la tto  m in o r i ty ,  and now th e  m u la tto  e l i t e  i s  
b e in g  c h a lle n g e d  in  tu r n  by a  r i s i n g  "brown" m idd le  c la s s  (se e  
f ig u r e  5 ) .
®• The P re s e n t-d a y  G lass System  
I n s te a d  o f c o n s id e r in g  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  in  th e  s ta n d a rd  th re e  
c l a s s  sy stem , i t  would be more r e a l i s t i c  to  a n a ly se  f i r s t  th e  
H a i t ia n  s o c i a l  c la s s  s t r u c t u r e  by making a  rough dichotom y between 
th e  more p r iv i le g e d  and th e  u n d e r -p r iv i le g e d  segm ents o f  th e  s o c ie ty .  
The more p r iv i le g e d  group would in c lu d e  two u rban  c la s s e s ,  th e  
b o u rg e o is ie  and th e  m idd le  c la s s  w hich r e p re s e n t  to g e th e r  ab o u t s ix  
p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n .  'W hile so c ia l, d is ta n c e  betw een th e  
b o u rg e o is ie  and th e  m idd le  c la s s  i s  q u i te  m a n ife s t ,  i t  does n o t com­
p a re  w ith  th e  s o c i a l  g u l f  s e p a r a t in g  th e s e  two s t r a t a  from  th e  m ass. 
The b o u rg e o is ie  and th e  m idd le  c la s s  r e p r e s e n t  th e  e n lig h te n e d  s e g ­
m ent o f  th e  p o p u la t io n . They a r e  w o r ld - o r ie n te d ;  th ey  p o sse ss  
e d u c a tio n  and command o f  th e  F rench  lan g u ag e . They a re  aware o f  
w hat i s  go ing  on in  t h e i r  c o u n try  in  th e  se n se  t h a t  th e y  can compre­
hend and a p p ra is e  th e  complex p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  can be in f lu e n c e d  
by re a so n , and a re  a r t i c u l a t e  in  e x p re s s in g  t h e i r  w a n ts , d i s s a t i s ­
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d iv id e  among th em selv es  th e  pow er, w e a lth , and p r e s t i g e  e x i s t in g  in  
H a i t i .  W hile th e  w e a lth  and p r e s t i g e  i s  overw helm ingly  in  th e  hands 
o£ th e  b o u rg e o is ie ,  th e  new m id d le  c la s s  p o s se s s e s  to d ay  th e  
p o l i t i c a l  pow er. I n  r e a l i t y  th e n , s i x  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  own, 
c o n t r o l ,  and r e p r e s e n t  H a i t i  to  th e  o u ts id e  w o rld .
The o th e r  segm ent o f  th e  s o c ie ty  i s  th e  u n d e rp r iv i le g e d , i n a r t i c u ­
l a t e  m ass. Les in c o n s c ie n ts --m eaning  a p p ro x im a te ly , u n c o n sc io u s , 
unaw are, u n c o n c e rn e d -- is  a  d e s c r ip t i v e  term  used  in  H a i t i  to  c h a ra c ­
t e r i z e  th e  p e a s a n t mass and th e  u rb a n  p r o l e t a r i a t  who make up to g e th e r  
ab o u t 94 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n . They a re  overw helm ingly  i l l i t e r a t e ,  
do n o t u n d e rs ta n d  F ren c h —th e  language  u sed  in  a l l  le g a l  and o f f i c i a l  
t r a n s a c t io n s - - d o  n o t communicate e f f e c t i v e l y  w ith  th e  more p r iv i le g e d  
c l a s s e s ,  a re  s u p e r s t i t i o u s ,  and o f  c o u rse  have no p o l i t i c a l  pow er.
They have a  s u b s is te n c e  economy and a re  la r g e ly  o b l iv io u s  to  w hat i s  
go ing  on in  th e  c o u n try . T h e ir  m ain co n cern  i s  how to  eke o u t a 
d a i ly  han d -to -m o u th  e x is te n c e .  R ev o lu tio n s  come and go, governm ents 
a r e  c r e a te d  and c o l la p s e ,  p o l i t i c a l  r i v a l r i e s  s p l i t  a su n d e r th e  
p r iv i le g e d  c l a s s e s ,  b u t  th e  H a i t ia n  p e a s a n t goes ab o u t h is  d a i ly  ta s k  
as he has f o r  th e  l a s t  c e n tu ry  and a  h a l f ,  l a r g e ly  unaware o f  and 
unconcerned  w ith  th e  w orld  o f  h is  u rb an  countrym an.
W hile  th e  e x tr a o rd in a ry  c le a v a g e  betw een th e  "h av es"  and "have 
n o ts "  has been t r a d i t i o n a l  in  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  and co u ld  be c o n s id e re d  
as th e  o u ts ta n d in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  i t s  c la s s  sy stem , a  r e l a t i v e l y  
new f a c t o r  o f  im portance  in tro d u c e d  in to  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  i s  th e  
power s t r u g g le  among th e  " h a v e s ,"  t h a t  i s ,  betw een th e  b o u rg e o is ie
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and th e  m idd le  c l a s s .
M asses B o u rg e o is ie
POPULATION PERCENT 94% 2%
CULTURE A fr ic a n  d e r iv e d F ren ch  d e r iv e d
MARRIAGE PATTERN common law , some polygamy le g a l  m a rr ia g e ,
monogamy
OCCUPATION m anual p r o f e s s io n a l
FAMILY YEARLY INCOME le s s  th a n  $100 $2 ,000  to  $6 ,000
SCHOOLING i l l i t e r a t e ed u ca ted
LANGUAGE SPOKEN c re o le F rench
RELIGION vodou C a th o lic
COLOR b la c k m u la tto
F ig u re  6 . Com parison betw een She Two P o la r  Extrem es o f  The H a it ia n  
C lass  S t r u c tu r e
1 . The B o u rg e o is ie
The e s tim a te d  two p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n , w hich  c o n s t i tu te s  
th e  p r iv i le g e d  b o u rg e o is ie ,  a re  f o r  th e  m ost p a r t  th e  d e scen d an ts  o f 
th e  f r e e  m u la tto e s  o f  th e  c o lo n ia l  p e r io d . T h e ir  p ro p o r t io n  has been 
s t e a d i l y  d e c re a s in g  b ecau se  o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e l y  low er b i r t h  r a t e  and 
in c re a s in g  m ig ra tio n  o u t o f  th e  c o u n try , e s p e c ia l l y  in  th e  l a s t  decade . 
N o n e th e le s s , t h i s  c la s s  has m a in ta in e d  i t s  p r e s t i g e  p o s i t io n  and 
l i g h t e r  c o lo r  by endogamy and in te r lo c k in g  fam ily  t i e s .  I n  f a c t ,  
th e y  have in te rm a r r ie d  to  such  an e x te n t  t h a t  th ey  a l l  seem to  be 
r e l a t e d .  O c c a s io n a lly , th e y  have m a rr ie d  w h ite  f o r e ig n e r s .  However, 
m a rriag es  w ith  H a it ia n s  o f  o th e r  c la s s e s  seldom  o ccu r and i f  th e y  
do, i t  i s  g e n e r a l ly  th e  fem ale  o f  th e  upper c la s s  who m a rr ie s  a  
p rom inen t m ale o f  th e  m idd le  c l a s s .  S in ce  th e  q u e s tio n  o f c o lo r  p lay s  
an im p o rta n t p a r t  in  m ate s e l e c t i o n ,  g e n e r a l ly  th e re  w i l l  n o t be a
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w ide c o lo r  d i s p a r i ty  i n  m a rria g e s  a c ro s s  c la s s  l i n e s .
G lass  s o l i d a r i t y  i s  th e  m ost o u ts ta n d in g  t r a i t  o£ th e  b o u rg e o is ie .
I t  i s  ro o te d  in  a  s tro n g  fa m ily  sy stem , b lood  r e l a t i o n s h ip ,  and common
h e r i t a g e .  I t  has en ab led  t h i s  sm a ll m in o r i ty  to  dom inate th e  r e s t  o f
th e  s o c ie ty  f o r  a  c e n tu ry  and a h a l f .  C lass  s o l i d a r i t y  i s  r e l a t i v e l y
a b se n t in  o th e r  s t r a t a .  The b o u rg e o is ie  i s  e x c lu s iv e ly  u rb an  and in
r e c e n t  y e a rs  has c o n c e n tra te d  in  th e  c a p i t a l  c i t y .  The av erag e
2an n u al income o f  th e  e l i t e  ran g es  from  $2 ,000  to  $6 ,000  w hich  i s  
r e l a t i v e l y  h ig h  f o r  a c o u n try  w ith  a  p e r  c a p i t a  income o f  $ 7 0 .0 0 . They 
own t h e i r  own homes, w hich a r e  c o m fo rta b ly  sp ac io u s  b u t  n o t  o r n a te .
I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  compare t h e i r  s t y l e  o f  l i f e  to  t h a t  o f  th e  e l i t e  
o f  o th e r  c o u n tr ie s '.  I n  m anners, s a v o i r  f a i r e ,  a r t  o f  c o n v e rs a t io n , 
e n t e r t a i n in g ,  and h a n d lin g  o f  s e r v a n ts ,  th ey  have th e  s o p h i s t i c a t io n  
o f  th e  European e l i t e ,  b u t t h e i r  m a te r ia l  com forts  and conven iences 
compare to  low er m idd le  c la s s  A m ericans.
The members o f  t h i s  e l i t e  c l a s s  a re  found i n  th e  p r o f e s s io n a l ,  
m a n ag e ria l and a d m in is t r a t iv e  o c c u p a tio n s . More p re o ccu p ied  w ith  
p r o f e s s io n a l  s t a t u s ,  th e y  have a llo w ed  th e  b u s in e s s  and t r a d e  o f  th e  
c o u n try  to  s l i p  in to  th e  hands o f  f o r e ig n e r s ,  m o s tly  S y r ia n s .  In  
re g a rd  to  p u b l ic  a d m in is t r a t io n  th e y  have l o s t  t h e i r  dom inance to  th e  
new m idd le  c la s s  and a t  th e  p r e s e n t  tim e  a re  b e in g  s y s te m a t ic a l ly  
squeezed  o u t o f  th e  army and from  a l l  p o s i t io n s  c o n t r o l le d  by th e
^These income f ig u r e s  as  w e l l  a s  th o s e  fo r  th e  o th e r  s o c i a l  
c la s s e s  w ere o b ta in e d  from S c h a e d e l, o p . c i t .
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governm ent. S in c e  th e  H a i t ia n  governm ent i s  th e  l a r g e s t  em ployer 
and p o l i t i c s  i s  th e  q u ic k e s t  way to  w e a lth  and power, th e  b o u rg e o is ie  
has s u f f e r e d  a  s e r io u s  s e t  back  as th e  u n c o n te s te d  le a d e r  c la s s  by 
th e  g ra d u a l e ro s io n  o f  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  pow er, w hich  r e f l e c t s  n e g a t iv e ly  
on i t s  econom ic s t a t u s .
The b o u rg e o is ie ,  n o n e th e le s s ,  i s  s t i l l  v e ry  much th e  s o c ia l  
e l i t e  to  be  adm ired and em u la ted . I t  re c e iv e s  more d e fe re n c e  from  
th e  mass th a n  do th e  power w ie ld in g  "b la c k  b u r e a u c r a ts ."  T h e ir  
s t y l e  o f  l i f e  i s  p le a s a n t  and l e i s u r e l y .  I t  has an a rc h a ic  F rench  
c o lo n ia l  f l a v o r  and i t  i s  s im i l a r  to  th e  s t y l e  o f  o th e r  L a t in  Am erican 
e l i t e s .  T h e ir  s o c ia l  l i f e  c o n s i s t s  o f  la rg e  fa m ily  reu n io n s  w hich 
in c lu d e  r e l a t i v e s  s e v e r a l  d eg rees  removed. They m a in ta in  c la s s  
s o l i d a r i t y  th ro u g h  e x c lu s iv e  s o c i a l  c lu b s  such  as th e  C e re le  B ellev u e  
in  P o r t - a u -P r in c e  and Union Club in  Cap H a i t ie n .
The members o f  th e  b o u rg e o is ie  a r e  n o t a l l  o f  s im i la r  s t a t u s .
They a r e  in fo rm a lly  d iv id e d  i n  w hat can  be c a l l e d  th e  h a u te  ( to p )  and 
th e  n o u v e lle  (new )' b o u rg e o is ie .  The new b o u rg e o is ie  sh a re s  w ith  th e  
to p  b o u rg e o is ie  a s im i la r  s ta n d a rd  o f  l iv in g  b ased  on income b u t 
g e n e r a l ly  do n o t s h a re  t h e i r  p r iv a t e  s o c i a l  l i f e .  T h is  l a t t e r  group 
c o n s i s t s  o f  p o l i t i c a l l y  and f i n a n c i a l l y  s u c c e s s fu l  f a m il ie s  who la c k  
th e  s o c i a l  background o f a n c e s try  p o sse sse d  by th e  e l i t e .  Among 
th e s e  a r e  some fa m il ie s  o f  fo r e ig n  o r ig in  who becau se  o f  t h e i r  
p rom inence and economic c o n t r ib u t io n  can  no lo n g e r  be c o n s id e re d  
o u ts id e  th e  H a it ia n  c la s s  s t r u c t u r e .
How does a  member o f  H a i t i ' s  h a u te  b o u rg e o is ie  l iv e ?  What a re
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h is  a t t i t u d e s  and v a lu e s ?  The fo llo w in g  c a se  s tu d y  a tte m p ts  to  answ er
3
th e s e  and r e l a t e d  q u e s t io n s :
D r. D ., age 34, can be c o n s id e re d  th e  p ro to ty p e  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  
b o u rg e o is ie .  He i s  a  l i g h t  m u la tto  w ith  f i n e ly  c h is e le d  f e a tu r e s  
and wavy b la c k  h a i r  w hich  makes him look  more l ik e  a  Dominican th an  
an av erag e  H a i t ia n .  H is d is t in g u is h e d  F ren ch  name i d e n t i f i e s  him as 
a  member o f  an  o ld  fa m ily  from  th e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  town o f  Je rem ie  in  
so u th  H a i t i . ^  He i s  a  p e d i a t r i c i a n  w ith  a s u c c e s s fu l  p r a c t i c e  fo r  
he  has c lo s e  a s s o c ia t io n s  w ith  th e  members o f  h is  c l a s s ,  who a re  th e  
m ain c l i e n t s  o f  a p e d i a t r i c i a n  in  H a i t i .
D r. D. l iv e s  in  a  v i l l a  in  th e  c a p i t a l ' s  suburb  o f  P e t i o n v i l l e .
H is n e ig h b o rs  a re  o f  th e  same s o c i a l  background as h e . H is home i s  
la r g e ,  c o m fo rta b le , b u t n o t lu x u r io u s .  I t  i s  s t a f f e d  by many s e r v a n ts .
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A ll th r e e  c ase  s tu d ie s  p re s e n te d  in  t h i s  c h a p te r  a re  com posite  
c a se  s tu d ie s  ap p ro x im a tin g  th e  modal ty p e  o f  a  member o f  each  c l a s s .
*The town o f J e re m ie , dom inated by w e a lth y  a f f r a n c h is  d u rin g  th e  
c o lo n ia l  p e r io d  and g e o g ra p h ic a l ly  i s o l a t e d  from  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  c o u n try , 
r e t a in s  a u n iq u e  and a n a c h ro n is t ic  m e n ta l i ty .  S o c ia l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  
a lo n g  c o lo r  l in e s  imposed by th e  m u la tto e s  on th e  n o n -m u la tto e s  has 
r e s u l te d  in  an in fo rm a l c o lo r  s e g r e g a t io n  in  r e s i d e n t i a l  a re a s  and sem i­
p u b l ic  s o c ia l  a c t i v i t i e s .  T hese p re te n s io n s  have o ccas io n ed  s e v e r a l  a c ts  
o f  v io le n c e  and vengeance in  th e  l a s t  two d ecad es . Many o f  th e  " a r i s t o ­
c r a t i c "  Je rem ien s  have moved to  P o r t- a u -P r in c e  w here th e y  have a  t e n ­
dency to  s t i c k  to g e th e r .
•*In H a i t i  few s e rv a n ts  a r e  t r a in e d  and s ty le d  l i k e  th e  t r a d i ­
t i o n a l  European d o m estic . They come from th e  c o u n try , a re  g e n e r a l ly  
i l l i t e r a t e ,  and le a r n  to  do w h a tev e r th e  m is t r e s s  o f  th e  house te a c h e s  
them . They a r e  p a id  w hat would amount to  p o ck e t money, a re  fe d , housed 
and g iv en  hand-me-down c lo th e s .  The m a s te r  assumes o th e r  p a t e r n a l i s t i c  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  such  as  m ed ica l c a re  and o c c a s io n a l ly  b a i l in g  o u t o f  
j a i l .  O ften  s e rv a n ts  b r in g  w ith  them t h e i r  fa m ily  o r  t h e i r  own c h i l d - 
s e r v a n t  so t h a t  th e  m a s te r  o f  a  fa m ily  o f  f iv e  m ight have s ix  p e rso n s  
i n  th e  s e r v a n t  q u a r te r s  whom he can  c a l l  upon f o r  s e r v ic e .
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Rooms a re  s p a r s e ly  fu rn is h e d  w ith  l o c a l ly  made mahogany f u r n i tu r e  
b u t  th e r e  a r e  a  g r e a t  number o f  c h a i r s  and a rm ch a irs  in  th e  v e ra n d a -  
l i v in g  room needed f o r  th e  la rg e  fa m ily  g a th e r in g s .  T here  a re  many 
p la n t s  around th e  h o u se , a few k n ick k n ack s p ick ed  up on fo r e ig n  
t r a v e l s , ,  and an o u ts ta n d in g  o r ig i n a l  p a in t in g  by a  p r im i t iv e  H a i t ia n  
a r t i s t ,  a  c o n c e ss io n  to  th e  s o c i a l  r e v o lu t io n  o f  1946 and a  s a f e  
in v e s tm en t in  view o f  th e  grow ing w o rld  r e c o g n i t io n  g iv e n  to  H a i t ia n  
p a in t in g .  T here  a re  few books around  th e  house a lth o u g h  D r. D. has a 
f a i r l y  e x te n s iv e  m ed ica l l i b r a r y  in  h is  o f f i c e .  The fa m ily  s u b s c r ib e s  
to  F ren ch  m agazines such  as P a r is  -M atch and th e  l i t e r a r y  jo u rn a l  
I / E s p r i t .  and M rs. D. read s  Vogue.
Every m orning D r. D. d r iv e s  h is  new c a r  th e  n in e  m ile s  w hich 
s e p a ra te s  th e  co o l h i l l s  o f  P e t io n v i l l e  from  h is  o f f i c e  i n  downtown 
P o r t - a u - P r in c e .  His c a r  i s  washed e v e ry  m orning by th e  y a rd  boy and 
i s  alw ays im m acu late . He d rops h i s  two young sons a t  th e  S t .  L ouis 
de Gonzague s c h o o l, th e  m ost e x c lu s iv e  and b e s t  p r iv a te  C a th o lic  
s c h o o l in  th e  c o u n try . He a ls o  drops h is  w ife  a t  th e  E th io p ia n  
embassy w here she  i s  a p r iv a t e  s e c r e ta r y  to  th e  am bassador. D r. D. 
h im s e lf  i s  an alumnus o f  S t .  L ouis de Gonzague. A f te r  g ra d u a tin g , 
he p u rsu ed  h is  m ed ica l s tu d ie s  in  F ran ce  and l a t e r  d id  in te r n s h ip  
in  F ren ch  Canada and th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .  H is w ife ,  who i s  o f  p a r t -  
German e x t r a c t i o n ,  i s  w h ite  in  a l l  ap p earan ces  and comes from a  fa m ily  
w hich  owned a h o te l  and an im p o r t-e x p o r t  f i rm . She has b een  exposed 
to  co sm o p o litan  in f lu e n c e s  s in c e  h e r  c h ild h o o d . She i s  e q u a lly  
f l u e n t  in  S p an ish  and E n g lish , had a C a th o lic  conven t e d u c a tio n  in
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H a i t i ,  and s tu d ie d  s e c r e t a r i a l  w ork f o r  s ix  months in  Jam aica  p r i o r  
to  h e r  e a r ly  m a rr ia g e . She i s  younger, th an  h e r  husband and has 
known him a l l  h e r  l i f e  s in c e  b o th  f a m il ie s  w ere c lo s e ly  a l l i e d  th ro u g h  
d i s t a n t  k in s h ip  t i e s .  Her widowed m other now l iv e s  w ith  them.
About h a l f  o f  th e  s ib l in g s  o f  D r. and M rs. D. l i v e  ab road  as 
e x p a t r ia t e s  o r  e x i l e s .  Many o f t h e i r  f r ie n d s  have  a ls o  l e f t  th e  
c o u n try  and th e  D . 's  assume th a t  th e y  m igh t have to  le a v e  too  i f  
th e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  d e t e r io r a t e s  f u r t h e r .  However, D r. D . 's  
e x p e rien c e s  as a s tu d e n t  in  F rance  and N o rth  A m erica on an  i n s u f f i c i e n t  
b u d g e t, away from h is  k in  and f r i e n d s ,  exposed to  a  h a rs h  c l im a te ,  and 
some m ild  forms o f  d is c r im in a t io n ,  do n o t  make him  r e l i s h  th e  id e a  o f  
le a v in g  H a i t i .  So he i s  v e ry  c a r e f u l  n o t  to  become in v o lv ed  in  p o l i ­
t i c s  and makes i t  h is  b u s in e s s  to  keep am icab le  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  some 
h ig h  governm ent o f f i c i a l s  who a re  o f  low er s o c ia l  s t a t u s .  As a 
p h y s ic ia n , he has o p p o r tu n i t ie s  to  r e n d e r  g r a tu i to u s  s e r v ic e s  to  
p eo p le  who cou ld  p r o te c t  him in  c a se  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p e r s e c u t io n .
N early  ev ery  even ing  th e r e  a r e  many c a rs  p a rk ed  in  f r o n t  o f 
th e  home o f  D r. and M rs. D. They e n t e r t a i n  o f te n  in  an in fo rm a l way. 
The m a jo r i ty  o f  t h e i r  f r ie n d s  a re  c lo s e  r e l a t i v e s ,  d i s t a n t  r e l a t i v e s ,  
and o ld  fam ily  f r i e n d s .  On more fo rm al o c c a s io n s , such as th e  
b ir th d a y  o f  one o f  t h e i r  so n s , th e y  s e rv e  on ly  im ported  w hiskey  
in s te a d  o f  th e  e x c e l le n t  lo c a l  rum. The women, somewhat o v e r­
d re s se d , ten d  to  group them selves in  th e  draw ing room, w h ile  th e  men 
g a th e r  on th e  v e ra n d a . C h ild re n  a r e  l e f t  to  s h i f t  f o r  them selves 
and c r e a te  t h e i r  own amusements u n d e r th e  w a tc h fu l eye o f  a nu rsem aid .
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P ersons l i k e  M rs. D. r e s e n t  t h i s  o ld  custom  o f  d iv i s io n  o f  th e  sex es  
a t  p a r t i e s  and f in d  th e  c o n v e rsa tio n  o f  men f a r  more i n t e r e s t i n g  th an  
th a t  o f  women. F rench  i s  th e  language  spoken a t  such g a th e r in g s  w ith  
an o c c a s io n a l  se n te n c e  i n  c r e o le ,  such  as r e p e a t in g  a  jo k e  h e a rd  
from a m arke t woman.
The combined income o f th e  fa m ily  sh o u ld  be around $7 ,000  a  y e a r  
a lth o u g h  M rs. D. spends h e r  s a l a r y  as  p a r t - t im e  s e c r e ta r y  on h e r  
c lo th e s ,  n o n - e s s e n t ia l s  f o r  th e  c h i ld r e n ,  and i s  t r y in g  to  sav e  f o r  
a  v a c a t io n  ab ro ad . As th e  p o l i t i c a l  and economic s i t u a t i o n  o f  th e  
c o u n try  w o rsen s , th e  income o f D r. D. d im in is h e s , and he has g r e a te r  
d i f f i c u l t y  in  c o l l e c t i n g  h is  f e e s .  T h e ir  d e b ts  as w e l l  as t h e i r  
sav in g s  a re  n e g l ig ib l e .  They have t i t l e s  to  lan d  th ey  have in h e r i t e d  
somewhere ( th e y  do n o t know e x a c t ly  th em se lv es) in  th e  so u th e rn  
p e n in s u la ,  c u l t i v a t e d  by te n a n t  fa rm ers  whom th ey  have n o t seen  f o r  
o v e r te n  y e a r s .  They c o n s id e r  th e  la n d  l o s t  to  th e  te n a n ts  and f e e l  
r a th e r  i n d i f f e r e n t  abou t i t .  I f  o i l  o r  som ething  v a lu a b le  w ere found 
on i t ,  th e n  th e y  would be th e  f i r s t  to  c la im  t h e i r  r i g h t s .  '
F o r l e i s u r e  th e y  o c c a s io n a l ly  go to  one o f  th e  t o u r i s t  beaches 
o r  to  th e  p r iv a te  beach  house o f  one o f  t h e i r  f r i e n d s .  On such  
o c ca s io n s  th e r e  a re  as many as t h i r t y  c lo s e  f r ie n d s  and t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  
g a th e re d  to g e th e r .  D uring th e  C h ris tm as h o l id a y , w hich i s  th e  m ost 
a c t i v e  s o c i a l  s e a so n , D r. and M rs. D. go o u t w ith  a  sm a ll group o f  
f r ie n d s  to  v a r io u s  p u b lic  p la c e s ,  s e m i-p r iv a te  d an ces , and th e  e x c lu ­
s iv e  C e rc le  B e llev u e  c lu b  o f  w hich  th e y  a re  members. They p a t ro n iz e  
Cabanne Choucoune, th e  m ost famous n ig h tc lu b ,  p o p u la r  w ith  th e
b o u rg e o is ie  and fo r e ig n  c o lo n y , and n o t D joum balla . an e q u a lly  expen­
s iv e  c lu b ,  p a tro n iz e d  by th e  m idd le  c l a s s  and governm ent p e o p le — 
a lth o u g h  D r. D. m igh t have gone th e r e  a  few tim es as a  s t a g .  I n  th e  
summer, th e y  o f te n  v i s i t  th e  n earb y  m ounta in  r e s o r t  o f  K en sco ff, f o r  
w hich  th e y  have a  s p e c ia l  w ardrobe su ch  as T y ro le a n  h a t s ,  I t a l i a n  
s w e a te rs ,  and w a lk in g  c a n e s . D uring A ugust, th e y  r e n t  a bungalow 
th e r e  f o r  one month and M rs. D. goes up w ith  th e  c h i ld r e n  w h ile  D r. D. 
jo in s  h e r  o v e r th e  w eekend. Many o f  t h e i r  f r ie n d s  fo llo w  th e  same 
p a t t e r n  and s o c i a l  l i f e  i s  la r g e ly  s im i l a r  e x c e p t t h a t  i t  i s  t r a n s ­
p o r te d  to  a c o o le r  s e t t i n g  w ith  a more b u c o l ic  a tm o sp h ere . During 
th e  p e r io d  D r. D. o f t e n ,s l e e p s  in  h is  o f f i c e  in s te a d  o f  go ing  home. 
P erh ap s t h i s  i s  th e  f a v o ra b le  tim e  o f  th e  y e a r  f o r  a l i t t l e  m a r i ta l  
i n d i s c r e t i o n  f o r  D r. D. does n o t  m a in ta in  a s te a d y  m is tr e s s  w hich 
would n o t be c o n s id e re d  comme i l  f a u t  among th e  to p  b o u rg e o is ie .  H is 
w ife  i s  alw ays c a r e f u l  to  p ic k  up p l a i n  lo o k in g  fem ale  s e rv a n ts  f o r  
th e  house and have them r e p o r t  on each  o th e r ,  and h is  r e c e p t io n i s t -  
n u rs e  i s  a  c lo s e  r e l a t i v e .  M rs. D. has a  re s ig n e d  g a l l i c  a t t i t u d e  
to  t h i s :  "Men w i l l  be m en," she  s a y s . "As long  as p ro p r ie ty  i s  m ain­
ta in e d  and th e  f a m i ly 's  u n i ty  i s  n o t th re a te n e d ,  an o c c a s io n a l f l i n g  i s  
good f o r  t h e i r  n e rv e s ."
D r. D. and h i s  w ife  c o n s id e r  th em selv es  l i b e r a l  C a th o l ic s ,  t h a t  i s  
th e y  go to  chu rch  f a i r l y  r e g u la r ly  b u t  have r a t h e r  a n t i - c l e r i c a l  views 
and r e s e n t  th e  c o lo n ia l  a t t i t u d e  o f  some o f th e  F ren ch  c le r g y . They 
c o n s id e r  th e  ban on b i r t h  c o n t r o l  n o n sen se . They know l i t t l e  abou t 
vodou w hich  th e y  d ism iss  as odd s u p e r s t i t i o n s  o f  th e  mass and a re
158
s e n s i t i v e  ab o u t th e  s u b je c t ,  e s p e c ia l l y  i f  asked  ab o u t i t  when 
t r a v e l in g  a b ro a d . They f e e l  t h a t  vodou has g iv en  a bad name to
H a i t i .  How do th e y  f e e l  a b o u t th e  p e a s a n ts  and th e  new m iddle
c la s s ?  MLe p e u p le  e s t  bon ( th e  m asses a re  g o o d ). They a re  s im p le
h o n e s t  f o lk .  I f  o n ly  th e y  c o u ld  be e d u ca te d  and i f  th e  economy o f
th e  c o u n try  co u ld  be im proved, H a i t i  w ould be a  p a r a d is e .  I t  iis 
th e s e  governm ent p e o p le , t h i s  m i l i t a n t  m idd le  c la s s  g ra sp in g  f o r  
power w ith  no background , no m oral p r i n c i p l e s ,  who a re  p o iso n in g  t h i s
c o u n try ."  A f u r t i v e  g la n c e  made su re  t h a t  no s e rv a n ts  w ere l i s t e n i n g .
"Nowadays you can n o t even t r u s t  them; th e y  spy f o r  th e  governm ent; I
d o n 't  know w hat th ey  have a g a in s t  th e  m u la t to e s ."
2 . The M iddle C lass
S tu d e n ts  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  c l a s s  sy stem  have g e n e r a l ly  n e g le c te d  th e  
m id d le  c l a s s .  T h is  i s  u n d e rs ta n d a b le  s in c e  m ost s tu d ie s  o f  th a t  
a s p e c t  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  w ere done p r i o r  to  th e  S o c ia l  R ev o lu tio n  
o f  1946,^ g e n e r a l ly  c o n s id e re d  as th e  d a te  o f  th e  em ergence o f  t h i s
L eybum , The H a i t ia n  P e o p le , 0 £ . c i t . ,  f o r  w hich  th e  f i e l d  work 
was done in  1938, i s  th e  m ost com prehensive and s c h o la r ly  work to  
d a te  on th e  H a i t ia n  c l a s s  sy stem . The a u th o r  em phasizes th e  c a s te  
a s p e c t  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  i d e n t i f y in g  th e  e l i t e  and 
th e  p e a sa n ts  as th e  two c a s t e s .  He d ism is se s  th e  m idd le  c la s s  in  
one p a ra g rap h  as  "a  s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  group / t h a n  th e  e l i t e T  th a t  
w ould f i t  n e i t h e r  c a te g o ry ."  (p .  10 ).
John  Lobb, "C as te  and C la ss  in  H a i t i "  American J o u rn a l  o f  
S o c io lo g y . 46 (1 9 4 0 ), p p . 2 3 -3 4 . Mr. Lobb accom panied Leybum  on 
one o f  h i s  f i e l d  t r i p s .  He a g re e s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  w ith  th e  l a t t e r  on 
th e  c a s te  a s p e c ts  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  b u t he a ls o  f o r e c a s ts  th e  emer­
gence o f  a  m idd le  c l a s s :  "W ith th e  b ro ad en in g  o f  e d u c a tio n a l  oppor­
t u n i t i e s ,  how ever, i t  may be a n t i c ip a te d  t h a t  th e  c u l t u r a l  b a r r i e r  w i l l  
be low ered , and from th e  m erging  o f  th e  E l i t e  ' f r i n g e '  and th e  u p p e r- 
s tra tu m  N o irs  th e r e  w i l l  develop  th e  n e c e s sa ry  m idd le  c l a s s . "
George E . Sim pson, " H a i t i 's  S o c ia l  S t r u c tu r e "  Am erican S o c io ­
lo g ic a l  Review, 6 (1 9 4 1 ), pp . 640-649, th e  f i e l d  work f o r  w hich was
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c la s s  from  an em bryonic s ta g e  in to  a  re c o g n iz a b le  s tra tu m . I t  i s
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d i f f i c u l t  to  e s t im a te  th e  n u m e ric a l s i z e  o f  t h i s  c la s s  f o r  i t  i s  
s t i l l  a  r e s id u a l  c a te g o ry  betw een th e  b o u rg e o is ie  and th e  p e a s a n t 
m ass. P erhaps fo u r  p e rc e n t  i s  a  more th an  generous e s t im a te .  L ike 
th e  b o u r g e o is ie ,  t h i s  i s  an u rb an  c l a s s ,  c o n c e n tra te d  la r g e ly  in  th e  
c a p i t a l  b u t m ore numerous th a n  th e  l a t t e r  i n  th e  p r o v in c ia l  tow ns.
U n lik e  th e  b o u rg e o is ie ,  membership in  t h i s  c la s s  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  
f l u i d ,  w ith  a la c k  o f  t r a d i t i o n s ,  o f  sh a red  c la s s  v a lu e s ,  o f  s o l i d a r i t y .  
M iddle c la s s  c r i t e r i a  a re  e d u c a tio n , th e  m a ste ry  o f  F ren ch , non- 
manual o c c u p a tio n , and m odera te  income a llo w in g  a  s t y l e  o f  l i f e  above 
th a t  o f  th e  m asses. Fam ily  p r e s t i g e  and c o lo r  p la y  a  seco n d ary  r o le  
to  m a te r ia l  w e a lth  as a  s t a t u s  g iv e r .  However, t h i s  c la s s  i s  
g e n e r a l ly  o f  m ixed b lo o d  even  though  th e  n e g ro id  s t r a i n  p re d o m in a te s . 
"Brown" i s  a f a i r  d e s ig n a t io n  f o r  th e  m a jo r i ty  in  th e  m id d le  c l a s s ,  
w ith  some b e in g  d a rk e r  and o th e r s  l i g h t e r .
The m ost p ro m in en t members o f  t h i s  c l a s s  a re  th e  "b la c k  b u re a u ­
c r a t s "  c u r r e n t ly  in  p o l i t i c a l  fa v o r :  top governm ent o f f i c i a l s ,
governm ent em ployees, m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s ,  e t c .  S in c e  th e  man beh ind  
th e  t i t l e  i s  v e ry  in te rc h a n g e a b le  in  H a i t ia n  p o l i t i c s ,  t h i s  imperma- 
nency p re v e n ts  in d iv id u a ls  in  t h i s  c la s s  from  a c h ie v in g  s t a t u s
done b e fo re  1939, t r e a t s  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  m ore r e a l i s t i c a l l y  as  a 
c lo se d  c la s s  sy stem  in s te a d  o f  a  c a s t e .  The a u th o r  acknow ledges 
th e  p re se n c e  o f  " a  d im in u tiv e  m idd le  c l a s s . . .c o n s id e ra b ly  s m a lle r  
th an  th e  e l i t e . . . r e l a t i v e l y  u n im p o rtan t in  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  n a t io n ."  
(p . 6 4 2 ).
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s t a b i l i t y .  As a  r e s u l t ,  t h i s  c la s s  i s  s o c i a l l y  in s e c u re , s e l f -
c o n sc io u s , s e n s i t i v e  and s u s p ic io u s .  I t  i s  th e  m ost o v e r t ly  c o lo r
c o n sc io u s . Members o f  th e  m idd le  c la s s  have a  l a t e n t  i n f e r i o r i t y
complex tow ards th e  b o u rg e o is ie ,  r e s e n t  them and accuse them o f
c o lo r  d is c r im in a t io n  w hich  th e y  c o n s id e r  th e  s o le  f a c to r  p re v e n tin g
them from  en jo y in g  e l i t e  s t a t u s .  D u v a lie r  was th e  c a n d id a te  o f  t h i s
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c la s s  and e x p lo i te d  th i s  f e e l in g  s u c c e s s f u l ly .
I n  th e  low er ech e lo n s  o f  th e  m idd le  c la s s  one f in d s  sh o p k eep e rs , 
sch o o l te a c h e r s ,  l e s s e r  governm ent em ployees, c l e r k s ,  and th o se  
s k i l l e d  a r t i s a n s  who a re  owners o f  t h e i r  e s ta b lis h m e n ts .
More th an  h a l f  o f  th e  members o f  th e  m idd le  c la s s  a r e  s a l a r i e d ,  
and a re  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  dependent on th e  governm ent fo r  t h e i r  
o c c u p a tio n a l s e c u r i t y .  F am ily  income ranges from  500 to  2 ,000 d o l la r s  
a  y e a r .  Some own a sm all c a r  a t  a  g r e a t  s t r a i n  on t h e i r  b u d g e t.
They g e n e r a l ly  l i v e  beyond t h e i r  means and a re  o f te n  in  d e b t .  T h is  
c la s s  re c o g n iz e s  e d u c a tio n  as th e  b e s t  avenue o f  s o c ia l  m o b il i ty  
and s t r i v e  to  g iv e  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  a  maximum e d u c a tio n . The m a jo r i ty  
o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  H a i t i  come from t h i s  c l a s s .  
R e l ig io u s ly  th ey  a r e  C a th o l ic s ,  and th e  women o f  th a t  c l a s s  seem to  
be th e  m ain s u p p o r te r  o f  th e  c h u rch . They a re  more f l e x i b l e  th a n  
th e  b o u rg e o is ie  in  t h e i r  m a rr ia g e  custom s b u t n o rm ally  m arry  w i th in
^ D u v a lie r i s  p a r t l y  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  r e v iv in g  c la s s  w a rfa re  
a lo n g  c o lo r  l i n e s .  F o r an e v a lu a t io n  o f  h is  id e a s  on th e  s u b je c t  
s e e :  L orim er D en is, F ran c o is  D u v a lie r , Le Problem e des' C la sse s
a  T rav e rs  l ' H is to i r e  d 1H a i t i  (P o r t- a u -P r in c e :  Les G r io ts ,  1958,
2d e d i t i o n ) .
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t h e i r  s t r a t a  in  le g a l  u n io n s .
The fo llo w in g  c a se  s tu d y  i s  i l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
s tra tu m .
Mr. M ., age 40 , can  be c o n s id e re d  a  f a i r l y  t y p i c a l  r e p r e s e n ta ­
t i v e  o f  th e  u p p er e ch e lo n  o f  th e  m id d le  c la s s  who i s  b e in g  fav o red  by 
th e  c u r r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  regim e l a r g e ly  becau se  o f  h i s  governm ental 
p o s i t io n .  W hile n o t o p en ly  a c t i v e  in  p o l i t i c s ,  he p la y s  th e  game 
a s t u t e l y  in  o rd e r  to  s t a y  in  th e  good g race  o f th e  p r e s e n t  regim e 
and n o t be th e  v ic t im  o f  revenge by th e  o p p o s it io n  sh o u ld  th e  p re s e n t  
governm ent f a l l .  H is o r ig i n  i s  p r o v in c ia l .  He was b o rn  in  a  sm a ll 
town o f  a  few th o u san d  in h a b i ta n ts  in  th e  A r t ib o n i te  V a lle y . His 
f a th e r ,  a  m u la tto , who came from  an im poverished  P o r t-a u -P r in c e  
fa m ily , was th e  sch o o l te a c h e r  in  t h i s  tow n. H is m other was th e  
d a u g h te r  o f  a  b la c k  p e a s a n t - p r o p r i e to r  who p o sse sse d  la rg e  land  
h o ld in g s , had h i s  c h i ld r e n  e d u ca ted  and gave generous dow ries to  
h i s  d a u g h te rs . A t an e a r ly  age M r. M. was s e n t  to  P o r t-a u -P r in c e  
f o r  h is  e d u c a tio n  w here h is  p a re n ts  e v e n tu a l ly  a c q u ire d  p ro p e r ty .
He i s  da rk  b u t o f  mixed b lo o d , d re s s e s  w e l l ,  a lw ays in  fo rm al dark  
s u i t  and t i e ,  has good m anners and e d u c a tio n  and h o ld s  a  law d e g re e . 
He o ccu p ie s  a r e s p o n s ib le  p o s i t io n  in  th e  D epartm ent o f  J u s t i c e  
w hich  i s  s o m e w h a t .p o l i t ic a l ly  in v o lv e d  b u t  le a v e s  him  enough f r e e  
tim e  to  be a  p a r t - t im e  p r o f e s s o r  in  a  p r iv a te  seco n d ary  sch o o l and 
su p eirv ise  th e  sm a ll s to r e  he owns n e a r  h is  home. H is w if e ,  who i s  a  
l i t t l e  l i g h t e r  th a n  h e , was th e  d a u g h te r  o f  a p r i n t e r .  She has a 
h ig h  sch o o l e d u c a tio n , i s  p r im a r i ly  a  housew ife  b u t  ten d s  th e  s to r e
p a r t - t im e .  Mr. M. d r iv e s  a  l i t t l e  European c a r  bough t second hand 
w hich  i s  h is  p r id e  and jo y .  I n  some in v o lv ed  way, he manages to  ch arg e  
th e  upkeep o f  th e  c a r  to  'M's. o f f i c e .  He owns h i s  house w hich  i s  
m odest and i s  s i t u a t e d  in ' a  f a i r  ne ighborhood  o f  P o r t - a u - P r in c e .  They 
have two s e rv a n ts  whom th ey , t r e a t  r a th e r  h a r s h ly .  The house i s  k e p t 
in  a  r a th e r  s lo v e n ly  fa s h io n  and i s  d e c o ra te d  w i th  " im p o rted "  dime 
s to r e  kn ick k n ack s w h ic h ,th e y  f e e l ,  a r e  more p r e s t i g e f u l  th a n  hand- 
carv ed  H a i t ia n  h a n d ic r a f t s .  M r. M .'s  combined income i s  a p p ro x im a te ly  
$ 2 ,500  a  y e a r .  He i s  n o t  a b le  to  sav e  and i s  i n  d e b t .  H is governm ent 
p o s i t io n  h e lp s  him keep  c r e d i to r s  a t  a  d is ta n c e .
They a re  C a th o lic s  and a t te n d  th e  m ost s o c i a l l y  p r e s t i g e f u l  
chu rch  e v e ry  Sunday. They send  t h e i r  fo u r  c h i ld r e n  to  p r iv a te  
C a th o lic  s c h o o ls  in  th e  p r i c e  ran g e  th e y  can  a f f o r d .  They hope 
t h e i r  son w i l l  e v e n tu a l ly  go to  m ed ica l sch o o l b u t  do n o t  ex p ec t him 
to  s tu d y  ab ro ad  u n le s s  he i s  lu ck y  enough to  g e t  a  f u l l  s c h o la r s h ip .  
They speak  F rench  to  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  b u t  c r e o le  among th em selv es  and 
w ith  t h e i r  f r i e n d s .  One can  d e te c t  by c e r t a i n  v o c a l i n f l e c t i o n s  t h a t  
th e y  le a rn e d  c r e o le  b e fo re  th e y  le a rn e d  F rench  w hereas th e  F rench  o f  
t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  i s  f la w le s s .  T h e ir  f r ie n d s  b e lo n g  to  th e  m idd le  
c la s s  and some o f  Mr. M .'s  f r ie n d s  a re  o f  th e  n o u v e lle  b o u rg e o is ie .
L ike  m ost H a i t i a n s ,  th e  p eo p le  th e y  e n t e r t a i n  in  t h e i r  home a re  m o s tly  
r e l a t i v e s  and o ld  fa m ily  f r ie n d s  who a re  more th a n  l i k e  compadres.®
®The compadre bond in  L a t in  Am erica im p lie s  t h a t  th e y  a re  th e  
god p a re n ts  o f  each  o t h e r 's  c h i ld r e n .
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M r. M. a ls o  see s  r e g u la r ly  h is  menage ( m i s t r e s s ) ,  a  p r a c t i c a l  n u rse
whom he m et when he  was h o s p i t a l i z e d  two y e a rs  ago . He pays th e
r e n t  f o r  th e  l i t t l e  house s h e .s h a re s  w ith  h e r  m o th e r. M r. M. a ls o
h as  f r ie n d s  among th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  group and th e r e  i s  n o th in g  he
e n jo y s  more th a n  an  even ing  o f  po lem ics in  h i s t o r y ,  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and
in e v i ta b ly  p o l i t i c s .  However o f  l a t e ,  he te n d s  to  av o id  t h i s  group
b ecau se  t h e i r  a n t i - D u v a l ie r  s ta n d  m igh t compromise h is  governm ent
p o s i t i o n .  I t  i s  h ig h ly  l i k e l y  t h a t  h is  i n t e l l e c t u a l  f r ie n d s  av o id
him  l ik e w is e  b ecau se  th e y  d i s t r u s t  h is  governm ent c o n n e c tio n s . Once
g
a  week Mr. M. ta k e s  h is  fa m ily  to  th e  d r iv e - in  b u t  seldom  goes 
to  o th e r  p u b l ic  p la c e s  p a tro n iz e d  p red o m in an tly  by th e  b o u rg e o is ie .
B oth  M r. M. and h is  w ife  a r e  c o lo r  c o n sc io u s . They f e e l  th e  
"brown" man sho u ld  be g iv e n  a  ch an ce . T h e ir  o c c a s io n a l  rem arks 
a b o u t th e  m u la tto  b o u rg e o is ie  r e v e a l  much a g g re s s io n . They m igh t 
concede to  t h e i r  in t im a te s  t h a t  th e y  s t r o n g ly  d isa p p ro v e  o f  th e  
to n to n  m aco u tes , t h a t  D u v a lie r  i s  un in c a p a b le  b u t  t h a t  he d id  g iv e  
th e  n o n -m u la tto  a chance to  advance and th a t  p e r s o n a l ly  th e  regim e 
h a s  been  good to  them  even though  th e  b r o th e r  o f  M rs. M. in v o lv e d  
i n  an army p l o t  had to  f l e e  th e  c o u n try  and th e y  a re  ta k in g  c a re  o f  
h i s  c h i ld r e n .
What a r e  Mr. M .'s  a s p i r a t io n s ?  They a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  m a te r ia l :
^ H a i t i 's  o n ly  d r iv e - in  i s  lo c a te d  in  th e  o u t s k i r t  o f  P o r t- a u -  
P r in c e .  U n lik e  th e  U .S ., i t  i s  c o n s id e re d  q u i t e  " c h ic "  to  p a tro n iz e  
i t  b ecau se  o f  th e  n o v e l ty  and o b v io u s ly  o n ly  p e o p le  w ith  c a r s —a 
symbol o f  r e l a t i v e  w e a lth —can  go . The b o u rg e o is ie ,  th e  fo r e ig n  
co lo n y  and o th e rs  who have c a r s ,  a re  th e  p a t ro n s .
b e t t e r  home, b e t t e r  c a r ,  b e t t e r  s a la r y ,  and to  be a b le  to  save 
b ecau se  o f  th e  in s e c u r i t y  o f  tom orrow . He i s  v e ry  concerned  ab o u t 
h is  c h i l d r e n 's  f u tu r e  and even  e n v is io n s  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  
h a v in g  to  e a rn  t h e i r  l iv e l ih o o d  o u t o f  th e  c o u n try .
3 . The Urban P r o l e t a r i a t
The low er s tra tu m  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  i s  made up o f  a  sm a ll 
u rb an  p r o l e t a r i a t  (6%) and a la r g e  r u r a l  p e a s a n try  (88% ). T o g e th e r 
th e y  form  th e  g r e a t  u n d e rp r iv i le g e d  mass o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty .
The u rb an  p r o l e t a r i a t  w hich  d id  n o t e x i s t  as a  c la s s  a  few 
decades ago , i s  la r g e ly  c o n c e n tra te d  in  P o r t - a u -P r in c e  and to  a 
l e s s e r  d eg ree  in  th e  n in e  c o a s ta l  tow ns, r e p r e s e n t in g  a b o u t 50 p e r ­
c e n t  o f  th e  u rb an  p o p u la t io n . The towns o f  th e  i n t e r i o r ,  w h ile  
c l a s s i f i e d  as u rb an  becau se  o f  th e  s iz e  o f  t h e i r  p o p u la t io n , a re  
o r ie n te d  tow ards r u r a l  l i f e  and have a  p e a s a n t  r a t h e r  th a n  u rban  
p r o l e t a r i a t . ^  The p r o l e t a r i a n  c la s s  o r ig in a te d  w ith  and i s  composed 
o f  p e a s a n ts  m ig ra tin g  from  th e  back  c o u n try  in  s e a rc h  o f  employment 
and a  b e t t e r  l i f e .  M ig ra tio n  has in c re a s e d  c o n s id e ra b ly  d u rin g  th e  
p a s t  f iv e  y e a r s ,  e s p e c ia l l y  to  th e  c a p i t a l .  W hile th e re  a r e  no 
census f ig u r e s  a v a i l a b le ,  th e  grow ing f a v e la  ty p e  slum s su rro u n d in g  
a l l  th e  c o a s ta l  towns and e s p e c ia l l y  P o r t - a u - P r in c e  a t t e s t  to  t h i s  
f a c t .  I n  m ost c a s e s ,  th e  p e a s a n t 's  hope f o r  a  b e t t e r  l i f e  r e s u l t s  
m ere ly  in  exchanging  one m ise ry  f o r  a n o th e r .  A few manage to  f in d  
em ploym ent. F o r t h i s  re a so n , th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  can be s u b -d iv id e d
*®Moral, L 'Econom ie H a it ie n n e , o£ . c i t . , p .  30..
165
in to  an up p er and low er s t r a t a .  The m a jo r i ty  f a l l  i n to  th e  low er 
s tr a tu m . These a re  th e  unemployed o r  s p o r a d ic a l ly  employed who 
a re  fo rc e d  to  depend on r e l a t i v e s  o r  in g e n u ity  to  m eet t h e i r  d a i ly  
s u b s is te n c e  n e e d s . P o v e rty  among t h i s  group i s  endemic and w orse  
th a n  i t  i s  i n  th e  c o u n try s id e . They c o n s t i t u t e  th e  h o rd es  o f  shoe 
s h in e r s ,  p e d d le r s ,  b e g g a rs , b r o u e t t e u r s ( s t r e e t p o r t e r s ) , and dock 
la b o re r s  w orking f o r  t h i r t y  c e n ts  a  day when a  sh ip  comes in .
The u p p e r s tra tu m  o f  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  c o n s i s t s  o f  th e  more 
r e g u la r ly  employed s e m i- s k i l le d  a r t i s a n s ,  t r u c k  d r iv e r s ,  m arket 
women, ho u seh o ld  s e r v a n ts ,  l o t t e r y  t i c k e t  v e n d o rs , a few fa c to r y  
w o rk e rs , in  o th e r  words th e  b u lk  o f  th e  u rb an  la b p r  f o r c e .  L abor 
and communist movements have begun to  o rg a n iz e  t h i s  c l a s s  and th e  
D u v a lie r  governm ent r e c r u i t s  i t s  m i l i t i a ,  th e  d readed  to n to n  
m acou tes , from  i t s  ra n k s . P o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  w h a tev e r le a n in g  
a re  u n d o u b ted ly  h e lp in g  to  tra n s fo rm  a lo o se  a g g re g a te  o f  r u r a l  
m ig ran ts  in to  a  p r o l e t a r i a t  w ith  i t s  own a s p i r a t i o n s .  Through 
e d u c a tio n  and p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  some am b itio u s  e lem en ts  o f 
t h i s  s tra tu m  a re  a ch ie v in g  m o b il i ty  in to  th e  low er ran k s  o f th e  
m idd le  c l a s s .
W hile t h e i r  le v e l  o f  l iv in g  and l i t e r a c y  r a t e  is  h ig h e r ,  th e  
p r o l e t a r i a t  has r e ta in e d  in  o th e r  r e s p e c ts  t h e i r  p e a s a n t c h a r a c te r ­
i s t i c s ,  nam ely m anual o c c u p a tio n , common-law m a rr ia g e , vodou b e l i e f s ,  
e t c .  T h e ir  language i s  c r e o le  and t h e i r  r a c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  i s  
t h a t  o f  th e  p e a s a n t .
The fo llo w in g  c a se  s tu d y  i s  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  a member o f  th e
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u rb an  p r o l e t a r i a t :
Emmanuel age 28, d r iv e s  a  t a x i  in  P o r t - a u -P r in c e  to  w hich o ccu ­
p a t io n  he acceded a f t e r  b e in g  an  a id e  to  an  a p p re n t ic e  m echanic f o r  
many y e a r s .  He i s  b la c k ,  has r e g u la r  f e a tu r e s  and w ears a m ustache .
He i s  s h o r t ,  s l im , e x b b e ra n t, d re s s e s  r a th e r  lo u d ly  and always w ears 
a  s traw  h a t  cocked on one ey e . He e x p re sse s  h im s e lf  in  c o lo r f u l  
c r e o le  b u t n e v e r in  F ren ch  a lth o u g h  he u n d e rs ta n d s  th e  language f a i r l y  
w e l l ,  h av in g  been  in  p u b l ic  sc h o o l long  enough to  be a b le  to  re a d  and 
w r i t e  a  l i t t l e .  He n e v e r  re a d s  th e  p a p e rs , w hich  a r e  a l l  w r i t t e n  in  
l i t e r a r y  F ren ch , and i s  i n t e n t  on le a rn in g  E n g lish , f o r  he hopes to  
make more money e v e n tu a l ly  by a c t in g  a s .a  c h a u f fe u r -g u id e  f o r  to u ­
r i s t s .  He was b o rn  in  th e  b o is te ro u s  and populous B e la i r  n e ig h b o r­
hood w here he s t i l l  l i v e s .  Both h is  p a re n ts  w ere b o rn  in  Jacm el and 
m ig ra te d  to  th e  c a p i t a l  a s  young a d u l t s .  H is p a re n ts  d ie d  r e c e n t ly  
and he ta k e s  c a re  o f  two sm a ll s i s t e r s  who l i v e  w ith  him , h is  common- 
law w ife  and t h e i r  fo u r  c h i ld r e n  and one o th e r  c h i ld  h is  w ife  had by 
a  fo rm er p la c a g e . The l i t t l e  house th e y  r e n t  f o r  $10 a  month i s  o f  
cem ent b u t  d i la p id a te d  and v e ry  crow ded. The n in e  o f  them sh a re  
one dou b le  bed and a  f l o o r  m a t t r e s s .  They have no run n in g  w a te r  b u t 
have "Cum berland" e l e c t r i c i t y ,  i . e . ,  e l e c t r i c i t y  s to le n  from someone 
e l s e 's  l i n e . ^  H is c h i ld r e n  and h is  s i s t e r s  go to  an overcrow ded
^•^The c re o le  word Cumberland r e f e r s  to  an e x te n s iv e  p r a c t i c e  in  
P o r t - a u -P r in c e  and su bu rbs o f  f i l c h i n g  e l e c t r i c i t y  from  th e  A m erican- 
owned e l e c t r i c a l  company w hich ch a rg es  one o f  th e  h ig h e s t  r a t e  in  th e  
w o rld . The company e s t im a te s  t h a t  i t  lo s e s  up to  50 p e rc e n t o f  i t s  
e l e c t r i c i t y  t>y such  p r a c t i c e s .  To re c u p e ra te  on t h e i r  lo s s e s ,  th ey
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ne ig h b o rh o o d  p u b l ic  s c h o o l. H is w ife  does n o t  w ork a lth o u g h  she  does 
a  l i t t l e  em bro idery  w hich  sh e  s e l l s  to  a  sm a ll h a n d ic r a f t  e x p o r t f irm . 
Her b r o th e r  i s  a  to n to n  m acoute who l iv e s  n e x t do o r and o c c a s io n a l ly  
d o n a te s  food s t u f f ,  s t o l e n  from  h o s p i t a l  s u p p l ie s .  Emmanuel was 
th in k in g  s e r io u s ly  o f  jo in in g  th e  m acoutes b u t  i s  h e s i t a n t  b ecau se  o f  
th e  low esteem  th e y  have among h i s  c r o n ie s .  However, i f  th e  economic 
s i t u a t i o n  w orsens he m igh t j o in  w ith  th e  hope o f  th u s  o b ta in in g  a 
b e t t e r  c h a u f fe u r  jo b .  H is av e rag e  m onthly  income i s  around $30 b u t 
i t  i s  g e t t in g  low er a l l  th e  tim e as th e  ta x  on g a s o l in e  goes up and 
c o m p e titio n  i s  g e t t in g  f i e r c e r  as more and more p r iv a t e  c a rs  tu r n  
in to  p a r t - t im e  c a b s . He i s  th r e e  months b eh in d  on h is  r e n t ,  owes 
money he borrow ed from  a c q u a in ta n c e s  a t  h ig h  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s ,  i s  b e in g  
dunned f o r  an o ld  g a rag e  b i l l .  Every week he buys a  l o t t e r y  t i c k e t  
in  th e  hope o f  w inn ing  and c le a r in g  a l l  h is  o b l ig a t io n s  and making 
a f r e s h  s t a r t .  He does n o t spend much tim e a t  home, f o r  h is  days a re  
g e t t in g  lo n g e r  as he t r i e s  to  av erag e  a  minimum one d o l l a r  a day 
p r o f i t  from  h is  f a r e s .  Sometimes he le av e s  h is  house a t  f iv e  a .  m. 
o n ly  to  r e tu r n  a t  te n  p . m. A lthough  o f  a j o v i a l  n a tu r e ,  he i s  
g e t t in g  in c r e a s in g ly  sh o r t- te m p e re d  as th e  m ain tenance  o f  s t r e e t s  
w orsens and an in c re a s in g  number o f  p a sse n g e rs  a re  h a ra s s in g  him to
r e s o r t  to  b la c k o u t p e r io d s  d u rin g  th e  .peak h o u rs  o f  th e  ev en in g . 
Cumberland m ethods range  from  th e  c ru d e  a tta ch m e n t o f  a  w ire  on a 
l i n e ,  w hich  cau ses  many a c c id e n ts ,  to  s o p h is t i c a te d  " f ix in g "  o f  
e l e c t r i c a l  m e te r s . The d e v ice s  u sed  a re  in g en io u s  and i t  i s  re p o r te d  
t h a t  H a i t ia n  e l e c t r i c i a n s  have a c tu a l ly  in v e n te d  s e v e r a l  new m ethods 
o f  f ix in g  a  m e te r  n o t known e lse w h e re . The name Cumberland su p p o sed ly  
d e r iv e s  from  an Am erican who l iv e d  in  H a i t i .
r i d e  a t  c u t - r a t e  o r  f o r  f r e e .  Even though everybody pays th e  same 
f a r e ,  he  has a  tendency  to  t r e a t  h is  p a sse n g e rs  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  s o c ia l  
c l a s s  to  w hich  th ey  b e lo n g . A f o r e ig n e r ,  a  b o u rg e o is  o r  a  b u re a u c ra t  
w i l l  g e t  more c o u rte o u s  t re a tm e n t th a n  m arke t women. He m igh t squeeze  
a s  many as f iv e  o f  th e  l a t t e r  and t h e i r  b u n d les  in  th e  back  s e a t  and 
s h u t  them up in  no u n c e r ta in  term s i f  th e y  p r o t e s t .  His a t t i t u d e s  
tow ards o th e r  c la s s e s  a re  d i f f i c u l t  to  a s s e s s  s in c e  he i s  n o t th e  
m ost a r t i c u l a t e  p e rso n . He f e e l s '  v ag u e ly  t h a t  th e r e  i s  an  i n j u s t i c e  
somewhere a lo n g  th e  l i n e  w hich  r e s u l t s  in  h is  w orking  so h a rd  and 
f in d in g  h im s e lf  d eep e r in to  d e b t ev ery  month w h ile  some p r iv i le g e d  
p e rso n s  r id e  around l e i s u r e l y  in  t h e i r  own c a r s .  However, he say s  
" th e r e  a r e  p le n ty  o f  p eo p le  in  th e  same b o a t w ith  me and th e r e  a re  
so  many H a it ia n s  who a re  w orse  o f f  th a n  I  am ." He i s  somewhat i n t im i ­
d a te d  by more p r iv i le g e d  p e o p le  and f e e l s  t h a t  t h e i r  e d u c a tio n  and 
im p o rtan ce  e n t i t l e  them to  a  h ig h e r  s t a t i o n  in  l i f e .  However, he
12i s  contem ptuous o f p e a s a n ts  and c a l l s  them d e r i s iv e l y  moune mome 
and f in d s  them s tu p id .
His l e i s u r e  a c t i v i t i e s  c o n s i s t  o f  h is  neighborhood  c a r n iv a l  c lu b , 
and he p a r t i c i p a t e s  a c t i v e ly  in  t h e i r  p a rad es  d u rin g  th e  Ja n u a ry  to  
L e n t c a r n iv a l  s e a so n . He i s  an a rd e n t  fa n  d u rin g  th e  f o o tb a l l  s e a so n . 
The use o f  h is  t a x i  when o f f  d u ty  g iv es  him a s p e c ia l  s ta tu s  w ith  th e  
women o f h i s  c la s s  and th e  means to  go to  more sec lu d e d  p la c e s  in  
th e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  town to  conduct h is  amorous a f f a i r s . They
12L i t e r a l l y :  m ounta in  p eo p le  ■ c o u n try  bum pkin.
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in e v i t a b ly  c o s t  him a s u b s t a n t i a l  p a r t  o f  h is  sm a ll s a l a r y  o r  he has 
to  d r iv e  h is  param ours f r e e  f o r  an i n d e f i n i t e  p e r io d  o f tim e . He 
g iv e s  $ 1 0  a month to  h is  w ife  f o r  th e  ho u seh o ld  expen se , p u ts  $ 1 0  
a s id e  f o r  th e  r e n t  and t r i e s  to  c o v e r h i s  own expense on $ 1 0  a month 
b u t  n e v e r  makes i t .
L ike  ev ery  H a i t ia n  he says he i s  a  C a th o lic ,  a lth o u g h  he and h is
fa m ily  seldom  go to  c h u rc h . He a t te n d s  o c c a s io n a l ly  th e  more c o lo r f u l
13vodou r i t u a l s  su ch  as th e  e r o t i c  Guede cerem o n ies , b u t f o r  h is  
amusement r a th e r  th an  b e l i e f s .  He seems r a th e r  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  in  h is  
fa m ily  and c h i ld r e n .  "Everybody has a fa m ily  and c h i ld r e n ,  l i k e  
everybody  e a ts  and s l e e p s , "  he s a y s .  What a r e  h is  a s p i r a t i o n s ?  A gain 
th e y  a re  d i f f i c u l t  to  e v a lu a te .  H is m ain p re o c c u p a tio n  i s  w ith  t r y in g  
to  make a  b e t t e r  l i v i n g .  He e x p re ssed  an i n t e r e s t  in  c i g a r e t t e  c o n tra  
band , he i s  c u r io u s  ab o u t th e  o u ts id e  w o rld , cou ld  he p o s s ib ly  d r iv e  
a cab in  N assau  o r  maybe even  New York? He has h ea rd  glow ing r e p o r t s .  
But h e  d o e s n 't  even know how to  go ab o u t i t  and f o r  th e  tim e  b e in g  
h is  e n e rg ie s  a re  consumed by th e  ta s k  o f  g e t t in g  a lo n g  from  day to  
day . W hile he  acknow ledges t h a t  th e  g e n e ra l  p o l i c i t a l  and economic 
s i t u a t i o n  in  H a i t i  i s  w orse  to d ay  th a n  he has e v e r  known i t ,  he keeps 
h is  p o l i t i c a l  b e l i e f s  to  h im s e lf  and av o id s  p a s s in g  rem arks on th e
• J O
•L“T n th e  guede c u l t —c u l t  o f  th e  d ead --w h ich  ta k e s  p la c e  d u rin g  
th e  week o f  A ll  S a in ts  Day, d e a th  i s  a s s o c ia te d  in  some o b scu re  way 
w ith  r e p ro d u c tio n . These cerem onies as p r a c t ic e d  in  th e  slum s o f  P o r t  
a u -P r in c e  have become lewd s p e c ta c le s  w here p a r t i c ip a n t s  p o sse sse d  by  
guede gods dance s u g g e s t iv e ly  and s in g  o b s c e n i t ie s  n o to r io u s  f o r  t h e i r  
c r u d i ty  and c le v e r n e s s .  T hese cerem onies a t t r a c t  a c o n s id e ra b le  num­
b e r  o f  s p e c ta to r s  from  a l l  w alks o f  l i f e .
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c u r r e n t  regim e e s p e c ia l l y  in  h is  ne ig h b o rh o o d . He f e e l s  t h a t  no
one i s  to  be t r u s t e d  and everyone i s  o u t fo r  h im s e lf .  He q u o te s  th e
14H a it ia n  p ro v e rb : "D epuis nan Guinee neg t r a h i  n e g ."
4 . T he. P e a sa n ts
At th e  v e ry  bo ttom  o f th e  s o c i a l  pyram id a re  th e  th re e  and one 
t h i r d  m i l l io n  p e a s a n ts .  No more th a n  f iv e  p e rc e n t  o f  them co u ld  be 
c o n s id e re d  r e l a t i v e l y  c o m fo rta b le  and m e r i t  th e  t i t l e  o f  gros neg o r  
g ro s  h a b i t a n t  ( c r e o le  e x p re s s io n s  f o r  a  r u r a l  power w ie ld e r ) . These 
more im p o rta n t p e a s a n t- p r o p r ie to r s  have  earn ed  t h e i r  s t a t u s  by th e
15s iz e  o f  t h e i r  h o ld in g s , le a d e r s h ip  and in t e l l i g e n c e .  Some w r i t e r s  
c l a s s i f y  them as a r u r a l  m idd le  c l a s s ,  b u t w h ile  t h e i r  s t a t i o n  in  
l i f e  i s  b e t t e r  th a n  th e  o th e r  p e a s a n ts ,  th ey  a r e  n e v e r th e le s s  p e a ­
s a n ts  and id e n t i f y  w ith  th e  r u r a l  mass much more th an  th e y  do w ith  
th e  u rb an  m idd le  c l a s s .  They o f te n  w ie ld  trem endous power o v er a  
la rg e  number o f  p e a sa n ts  and some e x p l o i t ,  in  a  fe u d a l m anner, th e  
r e t in u e  o f  la b o re rs  and c o u n try  s e rv a n ts  a t  t h e i r  s e r v ic e .  However, 
t h e i r  s t a t u s  i s  r e g io n a l  and has no b e a r in g  o u ts id e  i t s  b o u n d a r ie s .
T h is  c la s s  has l i t t l e  cash  income and a  sim p le  s ta n d a rd  o f  l iv in g  
w i th  none o f th e  conven iences o f  modem l i f e  su ch  as e l e c t r i c i t y  and 
p lum bing . A g r e a t  g u lf  s e p a ra te s  t h e i r  s t y l e  o f  l i f e  from  th a t  o f  an 
u rb an  d w e lle r  o f  com parable w e a lth . P o l i t i c a l l y  i t  i s  a  c o u rte d  group 
f o r  th ey  c o n tr o l  b lo ck  v o tin g  in  r u r a l  a r e a s .  However, t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l
^ T r a n s l a t i o n :  Ever s in c e  A f r ic a ,  Negroes have b e tra y e d  each  o th e r .
* % o ta b ly  S c h a ed e l, o£ . c i t . , p . 17.
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rew ards a r e  la r g e ly  i n ta n g ib le ,  c o n s is t in g  o f  fa v o rs  and p ro m ise s .
The e d u c a tio n  o f  t h i s  c la s s  ran g es  from  com plete  i l l i t e r a c y  to  a few 
y e a rs  o f  r u r a l  s c h o o lin g . A sm a ll p ro p o r t io n  u n d e rs ta n d  F rench  
and even few er speak  a b roken  v a r i e t y  o f  c r e o l iz e d  F ren c h . R e c e n tly , 
how ever, many have b een  sen d in g  t h e i r  c h i ld re n  to  s tu d y  in  th e  c a p i t a l .  
The more am b itio u s  and i n t e l l i g e n t  o f  th e se  n e v e r r e tu r n  and th e r e f o r e  
a re  a  p rim ary  so u rc e  o f  re c ru itm e n t f o r  th e  new u rb an  m idd le  c l a s s .
The o th e r  p e a s a n ts  r e p r e s e n t  83 p e rc e n t o f  th e  H a i t ia n  p o p u la ­
t i o n .  I t  i s  i r o n i c a l  t h a t  in  s p i t e  o f  t h e i r  in c r e d ib ly  low s ta n d a rd  
o f  l i v in g ,  t h e i r  com plete  la ck  o f  p o l i t i c a l  pow er, and t o t a l  i l l i t e r a c y ,  
th e y  a r e ,  n e v e r th e le s s ,  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  H a i t i .
T h e ir  a n c e s to rs  d id  th e  f ig h t in g  w hich  threw  o f f  th e  yoke o f  s la v e ry ;  
th e y  have c re a te d  th e  c r e o le  lan g u ag e , th e  r i c h  f o lk l o r e ,  fo lk  
r e l i g i o n ,  and p ic tu re s q u e  c u l tu r e  f o r  w hich H a i t i  i s  b e s t  known to  
th e  w o rld . They p ro v id e  a lm ost e x c lu s iv e ly  th e  e x p o r t  c ro p s  on 
w hich  th e  n a t i o n 's  economy i s  c o m p le te ly  d ep en d en t. I f  th e  o th e r  17 
p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  d is a p p e a re d , th e  p e a s a n t  would s t i l l  be 
s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  he consumes l i t t l e  t h a t  he does n o t p roduce  him ­
s e l f ,  w hereas sh o u ld  th e  p e a sa n t mass d is a p p e a r , H a i t i  would d is a p p e a r  
w ith  i t .
In  t h i s  bo ttom  s tra tu m , th e  p ro c e ss  o f  d e - a f r i c a n i z a t io n  i s  th e  
l e a s t  m a n ife s t .  The C aucasian  s t r a i n  i s  s l i g h t  and th e  v a s t  m a jo r i ty  
o f  p e a sa n ts  approx im ate  th e 'p u r e  n e g ro id  r a c i a l  ty p e .  H is tech n o lo g y  
has n o t evo lved  much beyond t h a t  o f  h i s  A fr ic a n  a n c e s to r s .  H is 
e x c lu s iv e  language i s  c r e o le .  F ren c h , th e  o f f i c i a l  lan g u ag e , i s  a
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fo r e ig n  tongue to  h im . Lack o f  sch o o lin g  and c u l t u r a l  i s o l a t i o n  
le av e  him on th e  one hand w ith  th e  m ost n a iv e  c o n ce p tio n  o f  th e  o u te r -  
w o rld , and y e t ,  in  o th e r  w ays, he d is p la y s  rem arkab le  in g e n u ity  and 
common s e n s e . He w o rsh ip s  h i s  vodou gods. I t  i s  on ly  in  th e  l o c a l i ­
t i e s  o f  a c t i v e  m iss io n s  t h a t  e lem en ts  o f  C a th o lic ism  have m o d ified  
a n im is t ic  vodou b e l i e f s .  H is m a rria g e  t i e s  a re  o f  th e  common-law 
ty p e  (p la c ag e ) and polygamy i s  common. H is .fa m ily  i s  la rg e  and th e  
p e a s a n t p o p u la t io n  i s  in c re a s in g  w h ile  th e  lan d  i s  y ie ld in g  l e s s .
The av erag e  cash  income d e r iv e d  from  s e l l i n g  h is  p roduce  i s  u n d e r one 
hundred d o l l a r s  a y e a r  p e r  fa m ily .
In  g e n e ra l  th e  l i f e  chances o f  th e  H a it ia n  p e a sa n t a re  v e ry  
l im i t e d .  N o th ing  i s  done f o r  him and th e re  i s  l i t t l e  he. can do to  
improve h is  l o t .  The p e a s a n t, much to  the' ad v an tag e  o f  th e  more 
p r iv i le g e d  p o p u la t io n , a c c e p ts  h is  p l i g h t  f a t a l i s t i c a l l y  and i s  w a it in g  
p a t i e n t l y  f o r  h is  r e v o l u t i o n . ^
C. C la ss  D i f f e r e n t i a t i o n
I n  H a i t i  th e  b a s is  f o r  c l a s s  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i s  s e t  by th e  e l i t e .  
Some o f  th e  more im p o rtan t c r i t e r i a  u sed  to  ran k  p eo p le  s o c i a l l y  a re :  
(1) fa m ily  p r e s t ig e  and background; (2 ) c o lo r ;  (3) w e a lth  and s t y l e  
o f  l i f e ;  (4) e d u c a tio n , in c lu d in g  fo rm al and home e d u c a tio n  and th e  
a b i l i t y  to  speak  F ren ch ; (5) o c c u p a tio n . I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  d e te rm in e
16a  c a se  s tu d y  i l l u s t r a t i n g  th e  p e a s a n t c la s s  was a tte m p ted  in  
s e v e r a l  in s ta n c e s  b u t th e  p r o j e c t  was abandoned f o r  la ck  o f  ad eq u a te  
com m unication on an in t im a te  le v e l  w ith  members o f  t h a t  c l a s s .
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p r e c i s e ly  w hich  o f  th e s e  i s  th e  m ost im p o r ta n t, f o r  th e y  a re  c lo s e ly  
i n t e r r e l a t e d .  I t  can  be p o in te d  o u t ,  though , t h a t  fa m ily  background , 
c o lo r  and, to  a  c e r t a i n  e x te n t ,  w e a lth , a re  a s c r ib e d  s t a tu s e s  w hereas 
e d u c a tio n  and o c c u p a tio n  a r e  a c h ie v e d .
Fam ily  P r e s t ig e  and B ackground: S o c ia l  s t a t u s  in  H a i t i  i s  n o t
de term in ed  p r im a r i ly  by economic c r i t e r i a  su ch  as w e a lth  and o ccu ­
p a t io n ,  f o r  fa m ily  p r e s t i g e  and background commands r e s p e c t  in  th e  
H a i t ia n  ran k in g  sy stem . T h is  o ld  t r a d i t i o n  has n o t ic e a b ly  weakened 
s in c e  th e  S o c ia l  R e v o lu tio n  o f 1 9 4 ^ . and i s  t r u e r  o f  p r o v in c ia l  towns 
w here th e  background o f  a fa m ily  i s  known to  th e  e n t i r e  p o p u la t io n . 
Many o f  th e s e  f a m il ie s  have now moved to  th e  c a p i t a l  w here t h e i r  
p r e s t ig io u s  names have m eaning o n ly  to  th e  top  s tra tu m  o r  to  t h e i r  
own in t im a te  c i r c l e .  Thus to d ay  one h e a r  th e  name R . . .  r e f e r r e d  to  
as an a r i s t o c r a t i c  fa m ily  o f  J e re m ie , th e  name D . . .  as d e scen d an t o f  
th e  C h ris to p h ia n  n o b i l i t y  o f  Cap H a i t ie n ,  th e  name V .. .  as an o ld  
fa m ily  o f  Jacm e l, o r  o th e r  names a re  sim ply  r e f e r r e d  to  as w e ll  
e s ta b l i s h e d  H a it ia n  f a m i l ie s .  T hese  fa m il ie s  a ls o  have p o o re r  
b ran ch es  and i l l e g i t i m a t e  b ran ch es  w hich a re  o f te n  d a rk e r .  More 
am b itio u s  members o f  th e  l a t t e r  co u ld  coun t on t h e i r  name to  h e lp  
them g e t  ah ead . However, i n h e r i t i n g  a  p r e s t ig io u s  name by i t s e l f  i s  
n o t enough to  s e c u re  h ig h  s t a t u s .  W ith  i t  i s  ex p ec ted  th e  r e s t r a i n t  
o f n o b le s se  o b l ig e ,  r e s p e c t in g  co n v en tio n s  as w e l l  as th e  c o n t r ib u t io n ,  
o f  d is t in g u is h e d  s e r v ic e s  to  th e  community. In  th e  p a s t  th e re -w e re  
many more f a m il ie s  o f  t h i s  ty p e  th a n  e x i s t  to d a y . Some have v a n ish e d , 
o th e rs  have become d e c la sse ^  o th e rs  have l e f t  th e  c o u n try .
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C o lo r : The q u e s tio n  o f  c o lo r  i s  a  v e ry  e x p lo s iv e  one in  H a i t i
s '*  '     : 4
to d a y . C o lo r i s  a  badge w hich has become a  s te r e o ty p e .  A l i g h t  c o lo r  
has alw ays been  and s t i l l  i s  an outw ard  symbol o f  upper c la s s  member­
s h ip ,  w hereas b la c k  im p lie s  low ly  o r i g i n .  I t  i s  n o t c o lo r  p e r  se  
w hich  d i s t in g u is h e s  th e  m u la tto  e l i t e  from  th e  m ass; i t  i s  a l l  t h e i r  
p r iv i l e g e s  o f  w hich c o lo r  became th e  sym bol. C o lo r a t t i t u d e s  have 
t h e i r  fo o ts  in  th e  e a r l i e s t  days o f  th e  co lo n y  and s in c e  th e n  have 
f l a r e d  up c h r o n ic a l ly  as a  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e .  Today i t  i s  th e  m ost 
e f f e c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  weapon o f  th e  b la c k  b u re a u c ra ts  a g a in s t  th e  
m u la tto  b o u rg e o is ie .  A ll  th e  i l l s  o f  th e  n a t io n  a re  blam ed on th e  
m u la tto  and h is  c o lo r  p r e ju d ic e .  I t  has become a  c o n v en ie n t scap eg o a t 
on w hich to  peg a l l  th e  f a i l u r e s  o f  th e  c u r r e n t  reg im e . The m ost 
r a b id ,  in c lu d in g  D u v a lie r ,  w ant th e  e l im in a t io n ,  i f  n o t  p h y s ic a l ly ,  
a t  l e a s t  s o c i a l l y ,  o f  th e  m u la tto  c l a s s .  The b o u rg e o is ie  i s  n o t 
a l to g e th e r  w ith o u t b lam e. They a r e  re a p in g  to d ay  th e  accum ulated  
re sen tm e n t o f  g e n e ra t io n s  o f  c o lo r  sn o b b ery , a r ro g a n t  c la n is h n e s s  and
p a te r n a l i s m . N o tw ith s ta n d in g  th e  c u r r e n t  tre n d ,-  a  l i g h t  s k in  s t i l l
17rem ains a  badge o f  p r e s t i g e  f o r  th e  v a s t  m a jo r i ty  o f  H a i t ia n s .  The 
m ost ou tspoken  b la c k  b u re a u c ra ts  have w iv e s ' c o n s id e ra b ly  l i g h t e r  th a n  
th e m se lv e s . A l ig h t - s k in n e d  p e a s a n t p ro v id e d  w ith  e d u c a tio n  cou ld  
e f f e c t i v e l y  u se  h i s  c o lo r  f o r  s o c i a l  advancem ent. Among th e  m u la tto
17D uring th e  t ro u b le d  p e r io d  o f  Hay, 1963, a l l  c a r s  w ere p e r io d i ­
c a l l y  s to p p ed  and se a rc h e d  e x cep t th e  c a r s  o f  f o r e ig n  d ip lo m a ts . A t 
o n e ltim e  th e  Ambassador o f  L ib e r ia  was s to p p ed  i n  h i s  c a r .  The c h a u f­
f e u r  y e l l e d :  "am bassado rI"  The s e n t r y  looked in  th e  c a r  and s a id :  " I
d o n 't  see  an am b assado r."
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e l i t e  c o lo r  endogamy rem ains th e  r u l e .  However, c o lo r  a lo n e  i s  n o t 
s u f f i c i e n t  to  a s s u re  h ig h  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  even when combined w ith  
w e a lth . The b o u rg e o is ie  does n o t a c c e p t  a u to m a tic a l ly  as t h e i r  eq u a l
18a p e rso n  whose l i g h t  c o lo r  comes from  a m e sa llia n c e  w ith  a  fo r e ig n e r ,  
w hereas a  few d a rk  e l i t e  f a m il ie s  have always e x i s t e d .
W ealth  and S ty le  o f  L i f e : W hile th e re  i s  a g r e a t  d i s p a r i t y
betw een th e  po o r and th e  r i c h  in  H a i t i ,  no one i s  e x tra v a g a n t ly  r i c h  
as in  some o th e r  u n derdeveloped  L a tin  Am erican c o u n t r ie s .  U n ti l  th e  
Am erican o c cu p a tio n  everyone l iv e d  s im p ly  in  H a i t i .  Among th e  more 
p r iv i l e g e d ,  th e r e  w ere no g r e a t  m a te r ia l  am b itio n s  and th e  F rench  t r a ­
d i t i o n  d is c o u ra g in g  o s te n t a t io n  was o b serv ed . Ever s in c e  th e  Am erican 
o c cu p a tio n  economic and p o l i t i c a l  t i e s  to  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  have become 
c lo s e r  w ith  con seq u en t N o rth  Am erican in f lu e n c e  on p a t t e r n s  o f  con­
sum ption . W ith th e  S o c ia l  R ev o lu tio n  o f  1946 th e  nouveau r ic h e  
appeared  on th e  scene  and one can  say  today  t h a t  th e  d e s i r e  fo r  
m a te r ia l  ach ievem ent and o s te n t a t io n  i s  much s t r o n g e r  th a n  i t  was in  
th e  p a s t .  N a tu ra l ly  in  H a i t i  o n ly  a sm a ll f r a c t i o n  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  
can a f f o r d  such  consum ption b u t i t  has s e t  a dangerous p a t t e r n  o f  envy 
and e m u la tio n . Econom ists c a l l  t h i s  th e  "d em o n s tra tio n  e f f e c t . "
W hile th e  o ld  b o u rg e o is ie  frowns upon consp icuous consum ption , th e
l^ T h is  w r i t e r  has h e a rd  in s id io u s  rem arks abou t th e  fo re ig n  
m others o f  w e a lth y  H a it ia n s  whose m ediocre  s o c i a l  background was w e l l -  
known. One was r e f e r r e d  to  as an ex " p la n te u s e  de pomme de t e r r e , "  
a n o th e r  as an ex " c o c o t te  de b o u le v a rd ."  The e x p re s s io n  "m u la tre  de 
c u is in e "  was used  to  d e s c r ib e  a p e rso n  whose f a t h e r  was a  S y r ia n  m er­
c h an t and whose m other had been  h is  s e r v a n t .
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new b o u rg e o is ie ,  th e  m idd le  c la s s  and even th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  a re  
im pressed  by m a te r ia l  d is p la y .  ..Showy v i l la s - ,  f la s h y  c a r s ,  fo re ig n  
g ad g e ts  and o th e r  symbols o f  " a r r iv in g "  a re  in  g r e a t  demand and 
n a t u r a l l y  cau se  a  d r a in  on th e  f o r e ig n  re s e rv e s  o f  an economy w hich  
i s  so  p o o r. Most o f  th e  p eo p le  who in d u lg e  in  t h i s  s t y l e  o f  l i f e  
l iv e  beyond t h e i r  m eans.
\
E d u c a tio n ; I n  H a i t i  e d u c a tio n  im p lie s  two d i s t i n c t i v e  th in g s .
The word "e d u c a tio n "  means home e d u c a tio n , m anners, m oral t r a in i r ig ,  
good b re e d in g , a s e n se  o f  s o c i a l  o b l ig a t io n .  M ost w r i t e r s  on H a i t i  
have commented ab o u t th e  p o l i t e n e s s  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  p e o p le . The 
im portance  o f  c i v i l i t i e s  i s  sh a re d  by a l l  c l a s s e s .  To say  t h a t  someone 
i s  m al e le v e  (b a d ly  b ro u g h t up , im p o lite )  i s  a  g ro ss  i n s u l t  to  any 
H a i t ia n .  E d u c a tio n , as we u n d e rs ta n d  i t ,  i s  c a l l e d  " i n s t r u c t i o n ."  
I n s t r u c t io n  means fo rm al e d u c a tio n  w hich i s  o f  c o u rse  th e  p re ro g a t iv e  
o f  o n ly  a sm a ll p ro p o r t io n  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  and i s  ex p ec ted  o n ly  o f  
th e  m idd le  and u p p e r - c la s s .  Good " in s t r u c t io n "  w hich i s  an ach iev ed  
s t a t u s  i s  e s p e c ia l l y  s t r e s s e d  by th e  m iddle c l a s s .  Most i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  
in  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  a r e  o f  th e  u p p e r m idd le  c l a s s .  Members o f  th e  
b o u rg e o is ie  who la c k  a  s o l id  " in s t r u c t io n "  can  cam ouflage i t  by d i s ­
p la y in g  s a v o i r  f a i r e  and s o p h i s t i c a t io n  a c q u ire d  by t r a v e l s  and 
g r e a te r  c o n ta c t  w ith  f o r e ig n e r s . One o r ig in a l  a s p e c t  o f  th e  c r i t e r i a  
o f  e d u c a tio n  in  H a i t i  i s  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  lan g u ag e . The v e rn a c u la r  
c r e o le  i s  spoken by everyone w hereas o n ly  th e  m id d le  and upper c la s s e s  
speak  F ren ch . The e l i t e  le a r n  c r e o le  from t h e i r  n u rsem a id s , s e r v a n ts ,  
and in  t h e i r  d a i ly  d e a lin g s  w ith  th e  p e a sa n ts  a t  th e  m ark e t, and u se
V : '
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i t  among them selves in  t h e i r  in tim a c y , f o r  c r e o le  i s  e s p e c ia l l y  
e f f e c t iv e  in  e x p re s s in g  sp o n tan eo u s f e e l in g s  and humor. A lthough  
c r e o le  i s  a language in  i t s  own r i g h t ,  th e  e l i t e  lhasi a ten d en cy  to  
re g a rd  i t  as a  d i s t o r t i o n  o f  F ren ch . They go to  g r e a t  p a in s  to  make 
s u re  th a t  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  m a s te r  "good” F ren ch  b e fo re  th ey  in e v i ta b ly  
l e a r n  th e  c r e o le  v e rn a c u la r .  The m idd le  c l a s s ,  more n a t i o n a l i s t  in  
o r i e n t a t i o n ,  a ccep ts , c r e o le  as th e  language o f H a i t i  and u ses  i t  more 
e x te n s iv e ly .  However, knowing th a t  good F rench  i s  th e  s ig n  o f  a 
w e l l  e d u ca ted  p e rso n , th ey  te n d  to  im i ta te  th e  p a t t e r n  o f  th e  b o u r­
g e o is ie  in  sp eak in g  to  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  in  F ren ch . I t  i s  c o m p ara tiv e ly  
easy  f o r  an  ed u ca ted  H a i t ia n  to  d e te c t  th e  s o c ia l  o r ig in  o f  someone 
by h i s  sp eech . Q uoting  an in fo rm a n t: "A p e rso n  j u s t  needs to  open
h is  mouth and I  know who th e y  a r e  and w here th ey  come from a f t e r  th e  
f i r s t  s e n te n c e ."  The in fo rm an t meant: b o th  g e o g ra p h ic a l and s o c ia l  
o r i g i n .  Thus th e re  a re  s e v e r a l  l i n g u i s t i c  v a r ia t io n s  from  pu re  
F ren ch  to  a b roken  c re o l iz e d  F rench  and from p ic tu re s q u e  c o u n try  
c r e o le  to  s l i c k  c i t y  c r e o le  to  th e  g a l l i c i z e d  c r e o le  o f  th e  b o u r­
g e o is i e .  As Lowie s t a t e d ,  r e f e r r in g  to  c o n sc io u sn ess  o f  k in d :  "M inor
19 'd i f f e r e n c e  in  p ro n u n c ia tio n  c r e a te  s o c io lo g ic a l  c le a v a g e ."  H a i t ia n  
c u l tu r e  c l e a r l y  d e f in e s  th e  s o c ia l  s i t u a t io n s  when one i s  ex p ec ted  
to  u se  F rench  and th o se  when one i s  to  u se  c r e o le .  I n  g e n e ra l  F rench  
i s  u sed  in  fo rm al and c r e o le  in  in fo rm a l s i t u a t i o n s .  I t  would be an
19R o b ert H. Lowie, S o c ia l  O rg a n iz a tio n  (New Y ork: R in e h a r t &
Company, 1948), p . 15.
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i n s u l t  to  ad d re ss  a  u n iv e r s i ty  c la s s  i n  c r e o le ,  i t  would be  gauche 
to  u se  c r e o le  in  a  fa s h io n a b le  shop w hereas i t  would be p r e te n t io u s  
to  ad d re ss  a cab d r iv e r  in  F ren ch , and awkward to  engage in  sm a ll 
t a l k  w ith  o n e 's  p e e rs  in  F ren ch . Thus th e  c re o le -F re n c h  dichotom y 
becomes a  s o c io lo g ic a l ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  c r i t e r i a  o f  c la s s  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  
in  H a i t i .
O ccu p a tio n : H a i t i  s h a re s  th e  L a t in  Am erican t r a d i t i o n  w hich  view s
work as a n e c e s sa ry  e v i l ,  and th e  "good l i f e "  and s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a re  
c o n s id e re d  more im p o rtan t th an  a re  p ro d u c tiv e  a c t i v i t i e s .  G l o r i f i c a ­
t io n  o f  work, so much a p a r t  o f  th e  N o rth  Am erican " P r o te s ta n t  e th ic "  
i s  n o ta b ly  a b se n t w ith  th e  r e s u l t  t h a t  w ork does n o t have th e  d ig n i ty  
and s ta tu s - g iv in g  power t h a t  i t  has in  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .  O c cu p a tio n a l
s t a t u s  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  de term in ed  by w h e th e r th e  o c cu p a tio n  i s  m anual 
20o r  non-m anual. W ith  r e s p e c t  to  non-m anual o c c u p a tio n s , th e  t r a ­
d i t i o n a l  g e n te e l  p ro f e s s io n s  o f  m e d ic in e , law, and i n t e l l e c t u a l  p u r ­
s u i t s  e n jo y  h ig h  s t a t u s .  However, in  r e c e n t  y e a rs  th e  s t a t u s  o f  
law yers has d im in ish ed  f o r  th e  f i e l d  i s  overcrow ded and th e re  a re  
a l l  ty p es  o f  law yers from th e  p r e s t ig io u s  n o ta i r e  to  th e  p e t ty  
o p e ra to r  who fom ents d is p u te s  in  se a rc h  o f  la w s u i t s .  To th e  c o n tr a ry ,  
th e  e n g in e e r - a r c h i te c t  has a c q u ire d  in  r e c e n t  y e a rs  a  h ig h e r  s t a t u s  
f o r  in  H a i t i  he  has become a  w e a lth y  r e a l - e s t a t e  and c o n t r a c to r
20^ A n  a tte m p t was made to  m easure o c c u p a tio n a l p r e s t ig e  w ith  a 
N o rth -H a tt s c a le  adap ted  f o r  H a i t i .  The r e s u l t s  p roved  u n s a t i s f a c ­
to r y .  P ro b ab ly  because la b o r  d iv is io n  i s  s t i l l  ru d im en ta ry  in  H a i t i ,  
re sp o n d en ts  f a i l e d  to  p e rc e iv e  nuances b e tw e e n w a r io u s  o c c u p a tio n s .
The d is p r o p o r t io n a l  amount o f  " d o n 't  know" answ ers le d  to  th e  abandon­
ment o f  th e  p r o j e c t .
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e n tre p re n e u r  em ploying many w o rk e rs . P r o p r ie to r s  o f  b u s in e s s  firm s 
have p r e s t i g e  com m ensurate to  th e  s i z e  and th e  number o f  y e a rs  th e  
f irm  has been  in  e x is te n c e .  The i n t e l l e c t u a l  in  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  has 
a r e l a t i v e l y  h ig h  s t a t u s  o u t o f  k e ep in g  w ith  h is  low incom e., A gain 
t h i s  i s  an e x p re s s io n  o f  L a t in  c u l tu r e  w hich d i f f e r s  from  N orth  
A m erica, and i s  a ls o  th e  r e s u l t  o f  th e  e d u c a tio n a l  system  w hich 
s t r e s s e s  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s p e c u la t io n  o v e r a p p lie d  s c ie n c e s .  The m asses 
a ls o  seem to  g iv e  h ig h  re g a rd  to  th e  man o f  le a r n in g .  A ch ap e l a id e  
i s  r e s p e c t f u l l y  c a l l e d  p a s t e u r ; an e lem en ta ry  sch o o l te a c h e r  i s  c a l l e d  
m a i t r e ; young p e o p le  who can  s c a r c e ly  re a d  w alk  around c a r ry in g  a 
book; and th e r e  i s  a  b r i s k  m arke t f o r  in e x p e n s iv e  fak e  g la s s e s ,  s in c e  
b o th  books and g la s s e s  a r e  c o n s id e re d  symbols o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l i t y .
A no ther n o tew o rth y  f a c e t  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  o c c u p a tio n a l system  i s  
th e  m u lt i - o c c u p a t io n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  p e o p le  o f  p r e s t i g e ,  making i t  
h a rd  to  d e c id e  from  w hich o c c u p a tio n  th ey  d e r iv e  t h e i r  s t a t u s .  For 
in s ta n c e ,  a  d o c to r  m igh t own a  c l i n i c  and a  h o t e l ;  a  b an k er m igh t 
have a r e a l  e s t a t e  f irm ; a  law yer i s  a ls o  a  p r o f e s s o r ;  a  governm ent 
o f f i c i a l  i s  a ls o  a  new spaper e d i t o r ,  and so on.
Government a d m in is t r a t iv e  p o s i t io n s  have ambiguous s t a t u s .  Occu­
p a n ts  o f  th e s e  p o s i t io n s  g e n e r a l ly  do n o t l a s t  lo n g e r  th a n  th e  c u r r e n t  
reg im e . Those-who o u t l a s t  s e v e r a l  regim es g e n e r a l ly  a c q u ire  s t a t u s  
n o t  o n ly  b ecau se  o f  t h e i r  te n u re  b u t  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to  w e a th e r p o l i t i c a l  
f l u c tu a t io n s .  Today a d m in is t r a t iv e ,  army, and o f f i c i a l  p o s i t io n s  a re  
a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  new m idd le  c l a s s .
A l l  m anual o c cu p a tio n s  have a low s t a t u s  a lth o u g h  th e  d eg ree  o f
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s k i l l ,  c r e a t iv e  im a g in a tio n  and c le a n l in e s s  o f  job  makes a  d i f f e r e n c e .  
Thus a  c a b in e t  w orker w i l l  have a  h ig h e r  s t a t u s  th a n  a  t ru c k  d r iv e r ;  
a h a i r d r e s s e r  o r  a  m u s ic ian  w i l l  have a h ig h e r  s t a t u s  th a n  a house 
p a i n t e r .  However, th e  e lem en t o f  e n tre p re n e u rs h ip  p la y s  a  p a r t .
Those who work f o r  th em selv es  and employ o th e r  p eo p le  have a  r e l a ­
t i v e l y  h ig h e r  s t a t u s  in  s p i t e  o f  m anual a c t i v i t i e s .  T here  i s  a  g r e a t  
d i f f e r e n c e  betw een th e  f r e e - la n c e  m u s ic ian  and th e  one t h a t  p la y s  in  
h i s  own n ig h t  c lu b .  The young woman who s tu d ie d  h a i r s t y l i n g  ab ro ad  and 
employs s e v e r a l  a s s i s t a n t s  in  h e r  own p a r lo r  i s  in  a  d i f f e r e n t  c a te g o ry  
from  th e  g i r l  who s t r a ig h te n s  h a i r  in  a s t a l l  n e a r  th e  m ark e t. The 
lo w est o c cu p a tio n s  a re  th e  d i r t i e s t  and th e  l e a s t  s k i l l e d  such  as
s h o e sh in e rs  and p o r t e r s .  I n  f a c t  i t  i s  c o n s id e re d  u n d ig n if ie d  f o r
21anyone in  H a i t i  to  be seen  c a r ry in g  th in g s .  T here  a re  men in  H a i t i  
who have n ev e r worked and who do n o t  have low er s t a t u s  b ecause  o f  i t ,  
as th e y  u n d oub ted ly  would in  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .
D. S o c ia l  M o b ili ty  
A c la s s  system  such  as  e x i s t s  in  H a i t i  p ro v id e s  few o p p o r tu n i­
t i e s  f o r  s o c ia l  m o b i l i ty .  However, no s o c ie ty  i s  c o m p le te ly  s t a t i c  
and th e r e  a re  alw ays some e lem en ts who manage to  im prove t h e i r  s o c i a l  
s t a t u s .  In  n o n - in d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t i e s  in c lu d in g  H a i t i ,  th e  more 
d e s i r a b le  economic and s o c i a l  p o s i t io n s  do n o t expand to  p ro v id e  room 
f o r  newcomers. In  f a c t ,  th e r e  i s  no room a t  th e  to p  and to  g e t th e r e
21H a it ia n s  a re  amused to  see  fo r e ig n e r s  c a r ry  t h e i r  own g r o c e r ie s .
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someone e l s e  m ust be d is p la c e d .  The l im i t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  ty p e  o f 
m o b i l i ty  r e s u l t s  in  th e  f i e r c e s t  c o m p e titio n  f o r  pow er. Thus a 
p e rso n  o f  o b scu re  background who manages to  com plete  h is  e d u c a tio n  
and o b ta in  a law d eg ree  w i l l  u se  ev ery  means a t  h i s  d is p o s a l  to  e n te r  
p u b l ic  a d m in is t r a t io n  as a  s te p p in g  s to n e  to  th e  p o l i t i c a l  a re n a . I f  
he  i s  s u c c e s s fu l  in  o b ta in in g  p o l i t i c a l  power h i s  chances o f  making 
h i s  fo r tu n e  a re  good, w h e th e r by s e l l i n g  h is  p o l i t i c a l  fa v o rs  o r  by 
p lu n d e r in g  th e  p u b l ic  t r e a s u r y .  Many H a i t ia n  fo r tu n e s  o ld  and new 
have t h e i r  o r ig in  in  p o l i t i c s .  P o l i t i c s  a re  o f te n  r e f e r r e d  to  as th e  
o n ly i in d u s t r y  in  H a i t i .  I f  a  p e rso n  r e t a in s  p o l i t i c a l  power long  
enough to  f e a th e r  h is  n e s t ,  so  to  sp eak , he  i s  on. h i s  way up th e  
s o c ia l  s c a l e .  He can " l i g h t e n ” h is  c h i ld r e n  by s e l e c t i v e  m a rria g e  
who in  tu r n  w i l l  e n jo y  th e  e d u c a tio n a l  and c u l t u r a l  adv an tag es  o f  th e  
p r iv i le g e d  c l a s s .  They w i l l  le a d  a b o u rg eo is  s t y l e  o f  l i f e  and as 
th e  fa m ily  becomes more f i r m ly  e s ta b l i s h e d  s o c i a l  a cc e p tan c e  w i l l  
e v e n tu a l ly  come. C o lo r a lo n e  w i l l  n o t  a s s u re  m o b il i ty  b u t w i l l  make 
th e  s te p s  e a s i e r .  The young H a it ia n  w ith  th e  norm al am b itio n  to  
improve h i s  s t a t u s  i s  d isc o u ra g e d  from th e  s t a r t  from  e n te r in g  
economic a c t i v i t i e s  w hich m igh t b e n e f i t  th e  c o u n try , f o r  he i s  r e a l i s ­
t i c  enough to  s e e  t h a t  th e y  w i l l  le ad  him now here. The rem u n era tiv e  
p ro f e s s io n s  a re  m onopolized by th e  b o u rg e o is ie  who re s e rv e  them f o r  
t h e i r  so n s . B u sin ess  i s  in  th e  hands o f  f o r e ig n e r s .  C a p i ta l  i s  
u n a v a i la b le  to  s t a r t  new e n t r e p r e n e u r ia l  v e n tu re s ;  so p u b lic  a d m in is t r a ­
t i o n  becomes th e  o n ly  a l t e r n a t i v e  l e f t ;  th e r e f o r e  th e  newcomer i s  
o b lig e d  to  p la y  th e  p o l i t i c a l  game. Thus th e  v ic io u s  c i r c l e
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p e rp e tu a te s  i t s e l f .  P o l i t i c a l  regim es have to p  heavy a d m in is tr a t io n  
to  keep  t h e i r  fo llo w e rs  happy s h u f f l in g  p ap ers  as th e  economy o f  th e  
c o u n try  s ta g n a te s .  To be s u re ,  s in c e  th e  R ev o lu tio n  o f  1946 when 
th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  b o u rg eo is  p o l i t i c a l  power was b ro k en , a  new m iddle  
c la s s  has em erged. However, i t  i s  a m iddle c la s s  o f  r e v o lu t io n ,  n o t 
o f  e v o lu t io n .  I t  i s  n o t  a  m idd le  c la s s  w hich has emerged as th e  
r e s u l t  o f  economic developm ent and i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and w hich i s  
c lo s in g  th e  gap betw een th e  m asses and th e  b o u rg e o is ie .  In s te a d  i t  
h as  o n ly  fo rc e d  th e  b o u rg e o is ie  to  sh a re  th e  s p o i l s  w ith  them . So 
th e  p ic tu r e  rem ains e s s e n t i a l l y  th e  same as i t  has been  s in c e  c o lo n ia l  
t im e s : o v e r n in e ty  p e rc e n t  a t  th e  bottom  s u b s e rv ie n t  to  a few p e rc e n t
a t  th e  to p .
CHAPTER VI
THE FAMILY
"While an a n a ly s is  o f  th e  c la s s  system  g iv e s  us an o v e r a l l  view 
o f  th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty ,  th e  fa m ily  can be c o n s id e re d  as 
th e  b a s ic  c e l l  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ia l  o r g a n iz a t io n .  T hree g e n e ra l  f a c to r s  
c h a r a c te r iz e  th e  H a itia n ^ .fa m ily . F i r s t  i t  i s  s im i la r  to  th e  ty p e  o f 
fa m ily  found g e n e r a l ly  in  L a tin  A m erica, w here L a t in  European t r a ­
d i t io n s  m o d ified  by c o lo n ia l  c o n d itio n s  developed  a  ty p e  o f  fam ily  
d i f f e r e n t  from  th a t  o f  N o rth  A m erica. S eco n d ly , a  background o f  
s la v e ry  w here s e x u a l mores w ere weak has l e f t  i t s  im p r in t on th e  
H a it ia n  fa m ily  sy stem . T h ird ly ,  A fr ic a n  t r a d i t i o n s  have had a 
chance to  s u rv iv e  in  H a i t i  more so th an  in  any o th e r  p la c e  in  th e  
New W orld and a re  r e f l e c t e d  in  th e  H a it ia n  f a m i l i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .
A. E v o lu tio n  o f  th e  H a it ia n  Fam ily  System  
D uring  th e  c o lo n ia l  p e r io d ,  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s la v e ry  p re v e n ted  
th e  grow th o f S ta b le  fa m ily  t r a d i t i o n s .  S ex u a l r e l a t io n s  betw een 
s la v e s  knew l i t t l e  r e s t r a i n t .  M aste rs  u sed  f r e e ly  t h e i r  fem ale 
s la v e s  o r  c o h a b ite d  o p en ly  w ith  f r e e  women o f  c o lo r .  I n  tu r n ,  th e se  
women o f  c o lo r  p r e f e r r e d  to  be concubines to  w h ite  p la n te r s  th an  
m arry men o f  t h e i r  own c l a s s .  The la c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  in  l e g a l  un io n s  
perm eated  a l l  s o c ia l  c l a s s e s .  An atm osphere o f  l i b e r t i n a g e  p r e v a i le d .  
Toward th e  end o f  th e  c o lo n ia l  p e r io d  when European women w ere more
183
184
num erous, some w h ite s  and more p ro sp e ro u s  a f f r a n c h is  had e s ta b l i s h e d  
l e g a l  f a m il ie s  w ith  s o c ia l  am b itio n s  b u t  th e y  re p re s e n te d  no more th a n  
f i v e  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n .
A f te r  in d ep en d en ce , H a i t i  was i s o l a t e d  from th e  o u ts id e  w o rld  
f o r  th e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  th e  19 th  c e n tu ry . Even th e  C a th o lic  Church 
had no re c o g n ize d  p r i e s t s  in  H a i t i  u n t i l  1860. The governm ent made
a f u t i l e  a t te m p t to  encou rage  m a rr ia g e  and fa m ily  custom s p a t te rn e d
^  •
a f t e r  European norms by p a s s in g  law s. However, i t  was la r g e ly  l e f t  
to  th e  p e o p le  them selves to  o rg a n iz e  t h e i r  own fa m ily  norm s. S in ce  
40 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  s la v e s  a t  th e  tim e  o f  independence had been b o m  
in  A f r ic a ,  i t  was n a tu r a l  f o r  th e  new ly f r e e d  mass to  re v iv e  some 
A fr ic a n  t r a d i t i o n s .  T h is took  th e  form  o f th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  known as 
th e  la c o u .
The la co u  emerged as a  socioeconom ic system  when th e  la rg e  p la n ­
t a t io n s  w ere b roken  up and lan d  was d i s t r i b u t e d  to  th e  p e a s a n ts .  The 
la co u  (from  th e  F ren ch  la  co u r «* c o u r ty a rd )  was a  c la n  o f  b lood  
r e l a t i v e s  l iv in g  to g e th e r  in  a  s o r t  o f  f a m i l i a l  ham le t c lu s te r e d  
around  a  c e n t r a l  c o u r t .  T h is  A f r i c a n - l ik e  compound was c h a r a c te r iz e d  
by s t ro n g  bonds o f  s o l i d a r i t y ,  communal w orking  and l iv in g  un d er th e  
u n c o n te s te d  a u th o r i ty  o f  an e ld e r .  T h is  p a t r i a r c h ,  o f te n  c a l l e d  th e  
don, h i s  concub ines and t h e i r  d e scen d an ts  r e p re s e n t in g  th r e e  to  fo u r  
g e n e ra tio n s  w ere th e  members o f  t h i s  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  socioeconom ic 
u n i t .  They produced  t h e i r  own food , h e ld  th e  lan d  in  common, had 
t h e i r  own vodou s h r in e  and b u r i a l  g round . The laco u  g e n e r a l ly  b o re  
th e  name o f  th e  p a t r i a r c h ,  who had th e  l a s t  word in  any im p o rta n t
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d e c is io n ,  was th e  a r b i t e r  o f  d is p u te s ,  th e  g u a rd ia n  o f  t r a d i t i o n s  
and th e  s p i r i t u a l  le a d e r .  The system  in e v i ta b ly  b roke  down as th e  
laco u  grew in  p o p u la tio n  and c o m p lex ity , fo rc in g  some to  le a v e  f o r  
la c k  o f  la n d , o th e rs  o u t o f  d is c o n te n t .  Today a more f l e x i b l e  ty p e  
o f la co u  i s  s t i l l  found b u t in  g e n e ra l  th e  system  has d i s in t e g r a t e d .  
N o n e th e le ss  th e  la co u  system  dom inated  th e  H a it ia n  r u r a l  lan d scap e  
f o r  n e a r ly  a  c e n tu ry  u n t i l  th e  f i r s t  decade o f  th e  2 0 th  c e n tu ry  and , as 
su ch , has shaped th e  H a it ia n  r u r a l  fa m ily  o f  to d ay .
W hile th e  la co u  system  was f irm ly  en tren ch ed  in  r u r a l  H a i t i ,  
form ing n u c le i  o f fa m ily  c ia n s  th ro u g h o u t th e  r e p u b l ic ,  a d i f f e r e n t  
developm ent was ta k in g  p la c e  i n  th e  u rb an  a r e a .  T here  r e s id e d  th e  
gens de c o u le u r  who had now become th e  e l i t e .  T h is  c la s s  had n o t 
l o s t  i t s  European t i e s  and in  s p i t e  o f  th e  absence  o f  a  reco g n ized  
c le r g y ,  th e y  p a t te rn e d  t h e i r  fa m ily  o rg a n iz a t io n  a f t e r  t h a t  o f  th e  
c o n v e n tio n a l F rench  C a th o lic  fa m ily .
What i s  th e  ty p o lo g y  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  fa m ily  today? Two p o la r  
ty p e s  a re  d is c e m a b le .  At one extrem e we f in d  th e  fa m ily  o f  th e  b o u r­
g e o is i e ,  a  fam ily  o f  F rench  c u l t u r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  and a t  th e  o th e r  th e  
fa m ily  o f  th e  p e a s a n t m ass, a fa m ily  o f  A fr ic a n  c u l t u r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n .
In  th e  l a t t e r ,  we can  in c lu d e  w ith  some r e s e r v a t io n s ,  th e  u rb an  
p r o l e t a r i a n  fa m ily , w h ile  we can  c o n s id e r  th e  fa m ily  ty p e  o f  th e  
u rb an  m idd le  c la s s  as  b e ing  more o r  l e s s  o f  F rench  o r i e n t a t i o n .  I t  i s  
th e  fa m ily  o f  F rench  o r i e n t a t i o n  re p re s e n t in g  le s s  th a n  10 p e rc e n t  o f  
th e  p o p u la t io n  w hich i s  th e  o f f i c i a l  model found in  th e  laws o f  th e  
r e p u b l i c .
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B. M arriag e  and Sex P a t te rn s
The m a rria g e  and sex  p a t t e r n s  o f  H a i t i  seem r a t h e r  u n c o n v en tio n a l
by N o rth  Am erican stan d ard s .* "  I t  i s  e s tim a te d  t h a t  80 p e rc e n t  o f  th e
2c h i ld r e n  a re  b o m  o u t o f  w ed lock , and t h a t  nowhere e l s e  in  th e  
"Western w o rld  a r e  th e r e  so  few le g a l  m a r r ia g e s . F u rth e rm o re , a  form 
o f  p o ly g am y ,is  commonly p r a c t i c e d  by th e  H a it ia n  m asses . However,
H a i t i  i s  n o t  a  un ique  c a s e . L a t in  A m erica i s  in  a c la s s  by i t s e l f  
when i t  comes to  shy in g  away from  le g a l  m a trim o n ia l t i e s . T h is  
s i t u a t i o n  does n e t  p re v e n t th e  H a it ia n  fam ily  from  b e in g  r e l a t i v e l y  
s t a b l e ,  in  f a c t  i t  i s  th e  p rim ary  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  p r o ­
v id in g  th e  minimum b a s ic  econom ic, e d u c a t io n a l ,  s e c u r i t y  and a f f e c -  
t i o n a l  needs o f  th e  in d iv id u a l .
•  ,
A ccord ing  to  th e  c i v i l  code o f  H a i t i ,  o n ly  monogamous m a rria g e s
s a n c tio n e d  e i t h e r  by th e  ch u rch  o r  th e  s t a t e  a re  a cc e p ted  as l e g a l .  
S u b s t a n t i a l l y . th e  law rem ains a  dead l e t t e r  f o r  th e  v a s t  m a jo r i ty  o f  
H a i t ia n s .  Even ith e  C a th o lic  Church, em barrassed  a t  i t s  i n e f f e c t i v e ­
n e ss  in  a l t e r i n g  t h i s  c o n d i t io n ,  has been  o b lig e d  to  adop t th e  p r e ­
v a i l in g  t o l e r a n t  a t t i t u d e .  Though s o - c a l le d  c o n v e n tio n a l m a rr ia g e  i s  
c o n s id e re d  th e  o n ly  a c c e p ta b le  form  f o r  th e  u p p er s t r a t a ,  a s  one 
descends th e  s o c i a l  la d d e r  th e  g r e a te r  becomes th e  d e v ia t io n  from  th e
■^•"Sympathetic to le r a n c e  f o r  fo re ig n  ways has n e v e r  been  an o u t ­
s ta n d in g  Am erican c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ;  i t  i s  l e a s t  e v id e n t in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  
d iv e rg e n t  s e x u a l p r a c t i c e s . "  L eybum , o£ . c i t . , p .  177.
2
Remy B a s t ie n ,  " H a it ia n  R u ra l Fam ily  O rg a n iz a t io n ,"  S o c ia l  and 
Economic S tu d ie s . X (December, 1961), p .  503.
3 T. Lynn S m ith , P o p u la tio n  A n a ly s is  (New Y ork: M cGraw-Hill Book
C o ., 1948), p .  137.
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le g a l  norm s. P la c ag e  becomes th e  p redom inan t m a r i ta l  p a t t e r n .
1 . P lacag e  and Polygamy
P la c ag e  i s  a  form  o f co n sen su a l o r  common-law m a rria g e  w hich  i s  
th e  m ost common ty p e  o f  u n io n  in  H a i t i .  I t  i s  p re v a le n t  among th e  
r u r a l  and u rb an  m asses b u t i s  seldom  found in  th e  m idd le  c la s s  and 
r a r e ly  in  th e  b o u rg e o is ie .  I f  i t  o ccu rs  in  th e  m iddle  c l a s s ,  i t  i s  
g e n e r a l ly  among p e o p le  who have  r e c e n t ly  ach iev ed  m idd le  c la s s  s t a t u s ,  
and t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  a re  n o t l i k e l y  to  c o n tin u e  th e  p r a c t i c e .  When i t  
happens in  th e  b o u rg e o is ie  i t  i s  w ith  women o f  lo w e r-c la s s  who do n o t 
e n te r  t h e i r  s o c i a l  c i r c l e  and whose s t a t u s  resem bles t h a t  o f  th e  
European s t y l e  " m is t r e s s ."
P lacag e  i s  a  u n io n  w hereby a man ta k e s  a  woman as h is  s e x u a l p a r t ­
n e r  w ith o u t le g a l  o b l ig a t io n s  butViwith s o c ia l  and m oral o b l ig a t io n s .  
P lacag e  im p lie s  a  c e r t a i n  d eg ree  o f  perm anency and i s  n o t  e n te re d  
in to  n o r  d is s o lv e d  l i g h t l y .  The m eaning " to  s e t t l e  down" i s  im p lied  
in  th e  word i t s e l f .  T here  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  o f  p la c a g e s . The f i r s t  
ty p e  d i f f e r s  l i t t l e  from  a l e g a l ly  s a n c tio n e d  m a rria g e  ex ce p t t h a t  no 
c i v i l  n o r  chu rch  f o r m a l i t i e s  a r e  made. In  some c ase s  a  fo rm al agreem ent 
i s  made betw een th e  f a m ilie s  o f  th e  b e tro th e d , o c c a s io n a l ly  s e a le d  by 
a c e le b r a t io n .^  A p la c a g e  o f  t h i s  s o r t  i s  g e n e r a l ly  as s t a b l e  as a
^T his w r i t e r  ob serv ed  a custom  in  one i s o la te d  m ountain  re g io n  w hich 
resem bles th e  A fr ic a n  b r id e  p r i c e  t r a i t .  Young men when ch o o sin g  a  
p la c e e  make a  payment in  cash  and goods to  th e  g i r l ' s  p a re n ts  who s e t  
th e  p r i c e .  The paym ents a re  made in  in s ta l lm e n ts  and in  advance . One 
p e a s a n t who had two u n u su a lly  a t t r a c t i v e  d a u g h te rs  s t a t e d  t h a t  no one 
w i l l  " to u ch "  them f o r  le s s  th a n  500 gourdes ($ 1 0 0 ). T h is p r a c t i c e  i s  
n o t  known e lsew h e re  in  H a i t i  a s  f a r  as t h i s  w r i t e r  co u ld  ju d g e , n o r  
m entioned  b u t v e ry  i n d i r e c t l y  in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e .
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le g a l  m a rr ia g e . A nother ty p e , w id e ly  a cc e p ted  among th e  m asses Is  
polygamous p la c a g e . I t  i s  e s tim a te d  t h a t  one in  fo u r  p la c a g e  i s  
polygam ous.^ In  t h a t  c a se  one man has s e v e r a l  p la c e e s  and may su p p o r t  
as many f a m i l i e s .  G e n e ra lly  one p la c e e  i s  fav o red  above th e  o th e r  and 
i s  r e f e r r e d  to  as femme c a i l l e  (woman o f  th e  h o u s e ) . T h is  seems 
more o f  an economic a rrangem ent th an  a  c a se  o f  s e x u a l p row ess. I t  
i s  a ls o  a  s t a t u s  symbol among p e a s a n ts :  o n ly  th e  more a f f l u e n t  and
la r g e r  p r o p r ie to r s  o r  th e  vodou p r i e s t s  can  a f fo rd  s e v e r a l  w iv e s . I f  
a  p e a sa n t p o sse sse s  w id e ly  s c a t t e r e d  h o ld in g s , i t  i s  more eoonom ical to  
s e t  a p la c e e  on each  one o f  h is  p lo t s  th a n  h i r e  an o u t s id e r .  He can 
t r u s t  t h a t  th e  m other o f  h i s  c h i ld re n  w i l l  look  a f t e r  h is  b e s t  
i n t e r e s t s .  I n  r u r a l  ch u rch  r e g i s t e r s ,  i t  i s  n o t uncommon to  s e e  a  
p e a sa n t l i s t e d  as head  o f fo u r  o r  f iv e  f a m i l i e s .  W hile polygamous 
p la ca g e  i s  som etim es m o tiv a te d  by l i b e r t in a g e  among th e  u rb an  p ro ­
l e t a r i a t  i t  can  a ls o  be an economic a rran g em en t. F o r in s ta n c e ,  i t  
i s  more co n v en ie n t f o r  a p r o v in c ia l  t ru c k  d r iv e r  who commutes re g u ­
l a r l y  to  P o r t- a u -P r in c e  to  s e t  up a second  p la c e e  in  th e  c a p i t a l  
in s te a d  o f  b o a rd in g . She w i l l  do h is  la u n d ry , ru n  h i s  e rra n d s  and 
p ro v id e  com panionship and a  home w here he can r e s t  and re c e iv e  h is  
f r i e n d s .
T here  i s  a  th in  l i n e  s e p a ra t in g  polygamous p la c a g e  from  a d u l t r y  
in  th e  c a se  o f  l e g a l ly  m a rrie d  men who m a in ta in  one o r  more concu­
b in e s .  W hile th e s e  un ions a re  c o n s id e re d  p o p u la r ly  a s  an e x te n s io n
% o r a l ,  Le Paysan H a it ie n ,  o p . c i t . , p . 174.
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o f  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  p la c a g e  th e y  a r e  in  r e a l i t y  d e f in e d  by th e  law as 
a d u l te r o u s .  A c h i ld  b o m  o f  su ch  a  u n io n  can n o t be  re c o g n iz e d  by 
th e  f a th e r  and can n o t c la im  any in h e r i t a n c e .  T hese c h i ld r e n  ar.e 
commonly r e f e r r e d  to  as  e n fa n ts  de l a  m ain gauche ( c h i ld r e n  o f  th e  
l e f t  h a n d ) . W hile th e  p r a c t i c e  i s  common in  u rb an  a r e a s ,  t h i s  ty p e  
o f  e x t r a - m a r i t a l  p la ca g e  i s  th e  l e a s t  a c c e p ta b le  s o c i a l l y  and th e  
women who e n te r  such  an a rrangem en t have a low er s ta n d in g  th a n  o th e r  
p la c e e s . The f a c t  t h a t  th e  man i s  m a rrie d  p resu p p o ses  he has a  h ig h e r  
s t a t u s  th an  h i s  concub ine  and th e  un ion  i s  n o t one among e q u a ls .  A 
woman who c o n se n ts  to  such  an in s e c u re  u n io n  was e i t h e r  th e  m an 's  con­
cub in e  p r io r  to  h is  m a rr ia g e  o r  a  woman who p r e f e r r e d  to  be th e  
" f a v o r i te "  o f  a  man o f  p r e s t i g e  th a n  make a  p o o r m a rria g e  o r  become a  
s p i n s t e r .  The ty p e  o f  e x t r a - m a r i t a l  p la ca g e  can v a ry  from  a  tem porary  
to  a perm anent l i a i s o n .  The man i f  e s tra n g e d  from  h i s  le g a l  w ife  may 
c o h a b it  w ith  h is  co n cu b in e , o r  o th e rw ise  o n ly  v i s i t  h e r .  I f  th e r e  a re  
c h i ld r e n ,  he may p ro v id e  f o r  them o r  n e g le c t  them . I n  g e n e ra l  t h i s  
ty p e  o f  r e l a t io n s h ip  can  be c o n s id e re d  p la c a g e  o n ly  in  com m unities w here 
th e  un ion  i s  a cc e p ted  as su ch , o th e rw ise  i t  sh o u ld  be c o n s id e re d  as 
th e  H a it ia n  c o u n te r p a r t  o f  th e  F ren ch  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  h av in g  a  m is t r e s s .
The p e rp e tu a t io n  o f  th e  custom s o f p la c a g e  and polygamy i s  due to  
p o v e r ty  as w e l l  as c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e .  H a i t i  i n h e r i t e d  b o th  th e  t r a ­
d i t io n s  o f  A fr ic a n  polygamy and th e  more s u b t le  F rench  "polygam y,"
i . e . ,  m a in ta in in g  a m is t r e s s .  S o c ia l  c o n d itio n s  d u rin g  th e  c o lo n ia l  
p e r io d  encouraged r a th e r  th a n  d isco u rag e d  th e s e  t r a d i t i o n s  w hich  
c r y s t a l l i z e d  in to  norms a f t e r  independence  f o r  la c k  o f  an a l t e r n a t i v e
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m odel. E x cep tin g  a  sm a ll p e rc e n ta g e  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n , H a i t i  n e v e r 
had a  t r a d i t i o n  o f  l e g a l  monogamy, w hereas f r e e -u n io n  and polygamy 
have alw ays been  t o l e r a t e d .  F o r t h a t  re a so n , th e r e  i s  l i t t l e  in c e n ­
t i v e  f o r  th e  H a i t ia n  m asses to  b reak  away from  a tim e-honored  p r a c t i c e  
and m arry  l e g a l ly .  As fo r  th e  f a c to r  o f  p o v e r ty , g e t t in g  m a rr ie d  
in  ch u rch  i s  c o n s id e re d  by th e  H a i t ia n  m asses more o f  a  lu x u ry  th an  
in d is p e n s a b le .  G e ttin g  m a rr ie d  means an e la b o r a te  and c o s t ly  c e r e ­
mony, new c lo th e s ,  a  house b ig  enough to  h o ld  a r e c e p t io n ;  i t  means 
th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a w hole new way o f l i f e ,  f o r  ch u rch  m a rria g e  i s  
e s s e n t i a l l y  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  a h ig h e r  s t a t i o n  in  l i f e ,  o th e rw ise  i t  
i s  c o n s id e re d  as a p r e te n t io u s  em u la tio n  o f  th e  r i c h .  F u rth e rm o re , 
th e  p e a sa n t d i s t r u s t s  s ig n in g  a  le g a l  r e g i s t e r  w hich  he does n o t  u n d e r­
s ta n d  f o r  he h as  been  v ic t im iz e d  by a u t h o r i t i e s  a t  many o c ca s io n s  
and th e r e f o r e  s h ie s  away from le g a l ly  b in d in g  docum ents. A nother 
f a c to r  w hich encourages p la c a g e  and polygamy i s  th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  
women. Ever s in c e  in d e p e n d e n c e ,; H a i t i  has had an  ex cess  o f  women 
and as long as women c o n se n t to  n o n - le g a l  m a rr ia g e s , th e  p r a c t i c e  
w i l l  c o n tin u e . Most H a i t ia n  women would r a th e r  be l e g a l ly  m a rr ie d ; 
i t  i s  th e  men who a re  h e s i t a n t  and m ost women w i l l  a c c e p t a p la c a g e . 
no m a tte r  w hat ty p e , r a th e r  th a n  rem ain  s i n g l e .  The i n s t i t u t i o n  o f 
p la ca g e  i s  h ig h ly  fa v o ra b le  to  men. They e scap e  le g a l  o b lig a tio n s , 
and th e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o f  monogamy w ith  no e f f e c t  on t h e i r  s t a t u s .  Even 
when a  man i s  l e g a l ly  m a rrie d  th e  se x u a l mores o f  H a i t i  condone to  a 
c e r t a in  e x te n t  e x t r a - m a r i ta l  r e l a t io n s  and a d u l te r y  i s  frowned upon 
o n ly  in  th e  h ig h e r  c i r c l e s  when i t  d is re g a rd s  th e  r u le s  o f  decorum
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and th e  w ife  th r e a te n s  to  make a  s c a n d a l. I n  g e n e r a l ,  th e  H a i t ia n  
man w i th  many w ives o r  many m is tr e s s e s  , is  m ild ly  rep ro ach ed  a s  a  bon 
coq (good r o o s te r  ■ lo v e r  boy) and i s  n o t o s t r a c iz e d  as a  b ig a m is t 
o r  an a d u l t e r e r .
p la c a g e  e n te re d  in to  se m i-fo rm a lly  w hich i s  no more u n s ta b le  th a n  a 
le g a l  m a rr ia g e . To d is c a rd  a  p la c e e  o f  many y e a rs  f o r  no s u b s t a n t i a l  
re a so n  i s  n o t a s  e a sy  as one th in k s .  S o c ia l  p r e s s u re  and o th e r  forms 
o f  s o c i a l  c o n tro l  e x e rc is e d  by th e  community te n d  to  p re v e n t s e p a ra ­
t i o n .  When p la c a g e s  do b re a k  up i t  i s  b ecau se  o f  th e  i n f i d e l i t y  o f  a  
p la c e e  o r  th e  f a i l u r e  o f  th e  man to  su p p o r t h e r ,  o r  by m u tua l c o n se n t. 
N o n e th e le s s , p la c a g e  by i t s  v e ry  n a tu re  encourages m ale p h ila n d e r in g  
and o ccas io n s  in t e r - p e r s o n a l  c o n f l i c t s .  The H a i t ia n  c o u n try s id e  
abounds w ith  scen es  o f. r i v a l r i e s ,  j e a l o u s i e s ,  s c a n d a le s  (commotions) 
and vodou revenges due to  th e  in s e c u r i t y  o f  women s h a r in g  th e  same 
m a te . However, women o f  th e  H a it ia n  m asses have le a rn e d  to  l i v e  w ith  
th e  in s e c u r i t y  o f  p la c a g e  and polygamy and make an e f f o r t  to  m a in ta in  
a  m easure of. harm ony.
2 .  L egal M arriages
L e g a l m arriag es  a re  p r a c t ic e d  by th e  u p p e r s t r a t a  o f  H a i t ia n  
s o c ie ty  o r  th o se  o f  th e  m asses who have f a l l e n  u n d e r th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  
th e  c h u rc h , n o ta b ly  P r o te s ta n t s .  I t  i s  more common among th e  p r o l e ­
t a r i a t  th a n  among th e  p e a s a n t  m asses. W hile p la c a g e  ten d s  to  f o s t e r  
m u lt i - u n io n s ,  l e g a l  m a rr ia g e s  ten d  to  i n h i b i t  them in  th e  long  ru n .
I n  p la c a g e . th e re  i s  th e  g e n e ra l  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th a .t -e th e r  women a re -
As f o r  th e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  p la c a g e . a t  one end th e r e  i s  monogamous
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t o l e r a t e d ,  w hich i s  n o t  th e  c a se  w ith  le g a l  m a rr ia g e s . Legal m ar­
r ia g e s  a ls o  f o s t e r  c la s s  endogamy. W hile m ales o f  th e  p r iv i le g e d  
c la s s  have few com pulsions a g a in s t  l i a i s o n s  w ith  women o f  low er c l a s s ,  
th e y  w i l l  draw th e  l in e  when i t  comes to  m a rr ia g e . M arriag e  i s  con­
s id e r e d  a  fa m ily  a l l i a n c e  among e q u a ls  and n o t a  p e rs o n a l  p a c t betw een 
two in d iv id u a ls .^  The m a rria g e  c o n t r a c t  in  H a i t i  i s  d e c id e d ly  in  
fa v o r  o f  men and p r e j u d i c i a l . to  women's p ro p e r ty  r ig h t s  and freedom  
o f  d e c is io n .  D ivorce is ' r e l a t i v e l y  easy  in  H a i t i  f o r  H a it ia n  c i t i z e n s  
a t  l e a s t ,  and in e x p en s iv e  by Am erican b u t n o t  by H a i t ia n  s ta n d a rd s .
W hile r e l ig io u s  b e l i e f s  a re  n o t i n t e r n a l i z e d  enough to  a c t  as a  
d e te r r e n t  to  d iv o rc e , many co u p les  who d o n 't  g e t  a lo n g  s e p a ra te  
w ith o u t f i l i n g  d iv o rc e  f o r  economic re a so n s , u n le s s  one o f  the  
spouses w ishes to  rem arry . T here  i s  no s p e c ia l  s tig m a  a tta c h e d  to  
d iv o rc e  s t a t u s  and many w om en-divorcees rem arry . The problem  o f
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i n f i d e l i t y  seems to  be th e  fundam ental cau se  o f m ost H a i t ia n  d iv o rc e s .
V ery few p eo p le  l i v e  a lo n e  in  H a i t i ;  th e r e f o r e ,  th e  p o s i t io n  o f 
th e  u n m arried  a d u l t  i s  an awkward one in  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty ,  fo r  th e y
^The S o c ia l  W elfa re  I n s t i t u t e  has been t r y in g  under th e  D u v a lie r  
regim e to  p o l ic e  p u b lic  m ora ls  by fo rc in g  p eo p le  who l iv e d  in  common- 
law and by e x te n s io n  p eo p le  who a re  o f te n  see n  to g e th e r ,  to  g e t m ar­
r i e d .  T hese " s o c ia l  w e lfa re  w eddings" as th e y  a re  d e r i s iv e l y  tag g ed  
by th e  p o p u la tio n  have been  som etim es aimed a t  p eo p le  o f  h ig h e r  s t a t u s  
in  p o l i t i c a l  d is f a v o r  as a  means to  h u m il ia te  them by fo rc in g  a  m e sa l­
l i a n c e .  The same I n s t i t u t e  p rom ulgated  a law re q u ir in g  b lo o d  t e s t s  
b e fo re  m a rr ia g e  w ith  o n ly  th r e e  p la c e s  in  th e  e n t i r e  R epublic  w here  th e y  
cou ld  be ta k e n , an a b s u r d i ty  in  view  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  
th e  m a rria g e s  a re  n o n - le g a l .
^M adeleine S y lv a in  B ouchereau, H a i t i  e t  Ses Femmes (P o r t- a u -P r in c e :  
Im p rim erie  Les P re s se s  L ib re s ,  1957), p .  214.
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rem ain  a  p a r t  o f  an ex ten d ed  h o useho ld  in s te a d  o f  th e  head  o f  t h e i r  
own home. T here  a re  v e ry  few b a c h e lo rs  b u t  th e r e  a re  some s p i n s t e r s ,  
p r i n c i p a l l y  in  th e  m u la tto  b o u rg e o is ie .  M a lic io u s  comments a re  made 
ab o u t them such  a s :  "M adem oiselle i s  too  good to  m a rry ."  As th e y
grow o ld e r  th e y  o f te n  become church  p i l l a r s  and o th e r  f l i p p a n t  
rem arks a re  made ab o u t t h e i r  f r e q u e n t v i s i t s  w ith  th e  p r i e s t .
3 . P r o s t i t u t i o n
P r o s t i t u t i o n  i s  w id e s p re a d .in  H a i t i  and grow ing a t  a  r a p id  r a t e  
as th e  economic s i t u a t i o n  w orsens and th e  m ig r a t io n .o f  r u r a l  women to  
u rb an  c e n te r s  in c r e a s e s .  P r o s t i t u t i o n  i s  n o t  i l l e g a l  in  H a i t i  and i t  
i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  d e te rm in e  w here p r o s t i t u t i o n  a c tu a l ly  b e g in s .  Sex i s  
r a r e l y  f o r  n o th in g  among th e  H a i t ia n  m asses; th e  women alw ays ex p ec t
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o r  demand some form  o f  com pensation  f o r  t h e i r  se x u a l f a v o r s .  T h e re ­
f o r e ,  i t  i s  a  q u e s t io n  o f  d e g re e  betw een th e  s e r i a l  monogamy o f th e  
p la c e e  who changes h e r  common-law husband f r e q u e n t ly ,  t o  th e  woman who 
g ra n ts  h e r  se x u a l fa v o rs  to  s e v e ra l  men in  exchange o f  g i f t s ,  to  th e  
one who makes a  more in te n s iv e  p r a c t i c e  o f  s e l l i n g  h e r  body d u rin g  
h a rd  tim es and resum es a  moref norm al l i f e  when she  i s  n o t so p re s se d  
f i n a n c i a l l y ,  to  th e  p r o f e s s io n a l  p r o s t i t u t e  who h u s t le s  in  th e  s t r e e t
®This w r i t e r  w itn e s s e d  an amusing scen e  in  a  rem ote r u r a l  a re a  
w here a fa m ily  c o u n c il  was a r b i t r a t i n g  th e  d is p u te  betw een two women. 
A p p a ren tly  th e  husband o f  one woman had an a f f a i r  w ith  th e  o th e r  woman 
(who was th e  w ife  o f  h is  u n c le )  and had re fu s e d  to  g iv e  h e r  a  p re s e n t .  
She th e n  took  th e  tow el he had around h is  neck  as h e r  com pensa tion .
The to w el be longed  to  h i s  w ife  and th e  two women w ere d is p u t in g  th e  
ow nership  of" th e  tow el in  f r o n t  o f  th e  w hole ex tended  fa m ily  in c lu d in g  
th e  cucko lded  u n c l e . , I t  was su g g es ted  th a t  th e  tow el be  c u t  in  two b u t 
b o th  women r e fu s e d .
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o r  I s  th e  Inm ate o£ a  b o r d e l lo .
Some form o f  o rg a n iz e d  p r o s t i t u t i o n  has p ro b a b ly  alw ays e x is te d  
in  H a i t i  b u t  in c re a s e d  d u rin g  th e  Am erican o c c u p a tio n  and su b se q u e n tly  
w ith  th e  coming o f  more fo r e ig n e r s  and t o u r i s t s .  O rgan ized  p r o s t i t u ­
t io n  has sp re a d  to  th e  sm a ll towns o f  H a i t i  and even v i l l a g e s  a r e  
known to  have t h e i r  "m arked1' women. G e n e ra lly  th e  p r o s t i t u t e s  o f  
p r o v in c ia l  H a i t i  a re  n o t n a t iv e s  o f  th e  re g io n  and a re  p u rp o se ly  
in te rc h a n g e d  from  one a re a  to  a n o th e r .  I n  sm a ll towns w here no b o a rd ­
in g  houses a re  a v a i l a b le ,  i t  i s  custom ary  f o r  t r a v e l e r s  who a re
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s t r a n g e r s  to  th e  re g io n  to  s ta y  in  th e  b o u z in  d i s t r i c t .  I n  P o r t -  
a u -P r in c e , th e  suburb  o f  C a r re fo u r  i s  th e  re d  l i g h t  d i s t r i c t  p a r  
e x c e l le n c e ,  w ith  t i e - i n s  to  in t e r n a t io n a l  p r o s t i t u t i o n  r in g s  in  w hich  
th e  p re s e n t  regim e seems in v o lv e d . M ost o f  th e  h ig h e r -p r ic e d  p r o s ­
t i t u t e s  a re  fo r e ig n e r s  from  L a t in  A m erica and a r e  r e f e r r e d  to  as 
D om inicans. However to d a y  Dominican p r o s t i t u t e s  a r e  few s in c e  T ru ­
j i l l o  a  few y e a rs  ago , in c en se d  a t  th e  id e a  o f  h i s  c o m p a tr io ts  p r o s ­
t i t u t i n g  them selves in  a  Negro c o u n try , o rd e re d  th e  r e v o c a tio n  o f  
t h e i r  p a s s p o r ts  fo rc in g  t h e i r  r e p a t r i a t i o n .  They have been  re p la c e d  
by women from  Colom bia, Panama and o th e r  L a t in  A m erican c o u n t r i e s .
They a re  p e r io d ic a l ly  re p la c e d  by f r e s h  a r r i v a l s .  The highway w hich 
c ro s s e s  C a r re fo u r  i s  nicknam ed th e  " f r o n t i e r "  f o r  on one s id e  a r e  th e  
more ex p en s iv e  b r o th e ls  s t a f f e d  m o s tly  w ith  fo r e ig n  p r o s t i t u t e s  and
^Bouzin ■ c r e o le  f o r  w hore. The term s a ro n a  and je u n esse  a re  
a ls o  u se d . The l a t t e r  m eaning l i t e r a l l y  "y o u th "  im p lie s  a s l u t  on 
h e r  way to  becom ing a  p r o s t i t u t e .
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on th e  o th e r  s id e  a re  th e  H a i t ia n  b o rd e l lo s  ra n g in g  from  medium 
.p r ic e d  inm ates to  lo w -p riced  f r e e  la n c e rs  c a te r in g  to  th e  m asses.
"While men o f  a l l  w alks o f  l i f e  a re  the. p a t r o n s ,  c u r r e n t ly  th e  b u lk  o f  
th e  c l i e n t e l e  a r e  governm ent and army o f f i c i a l s ,  fo r e ig n  s a i l o r s  when 
a  s h ip  i s  in  p o r t ,  and young men o f  th e  b o u rg e o is ie  and m id d le  c la s s  
Who do n o t have a cc e ss  to  th e  p ro te c te d  g i r l s  o f  t h e i r  c la s s  and have 
t h e i r  s e x u a l a d v en tu re s  w ith  p r o s t i t u t e s  when n o t  w ith  house s e rv a n ts  
o r  o ld e r  m a rr ie d  women. R ecen tly  th e  p r i c e  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s  has 
d e c rea se d  f o r  th e  p ro fe s s io n  i s  g e t t in g  over-crow ded  and moneyed 
custom ers a re  s c a rc e .  Some have i n s t i t u t e d  a  c r e d i t  system  w ith  t h e i r  
s te a d y  c l i e n t s .
C. The R ole and S ta tu s  o f  Women 
W hile c o n s id e re d  i n f e r i o r  by law and custom s, th e  H a i t ia n  woman 
p la y s  an im p o rta n t s o c ia l  and economic r o le  i n  th e  H a i t ia n  fa m ily  and 
community, and h e r  s t a tu s  i s  h ig h e r  th an  one would n o rm a lly  assum e. 
G e n e ra lly  h e r  s t a t u s  i s  th e  b e s t  i n  th e  low er c la s s e s  and r e c e n t ly  among 
c e r t a i n  e lem en ts  o f  th e  upper b o u rg e o is ie  who th ro u g h  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  
and employment have become em an c ip a ted . The s t a t u s  o f  women i s  th e  
lo w est in  th e  c o n s e rv a tiv e  b o u rg e o is ie ,  in  th e  m idd le  c la s s  and upper 
p r o l e t a r i a t .  When compared to  th e  r e s t  o f  L a t in  A m erica, th e  s t a t u s  
o f  H a i t ia n  women i s  q u i te  h ig h  and women e n jo y  a c o n s id e ra b ly  w id e r 
ran g e  o f  freedom  i n  " a rc h a ic "  H a i t i  th an  in  " p ro g re s s iv e "  P u e r to  R ico , 
f o r  exam ple. I t  was n o t alw ays th e  c a s e . A h a l f  a  c e n tu ry  ago p e a ­
s a n t  women w ere whipped by t h e i r  spouses f o r  d is o b e d ie n c e , f o r
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c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e i r  p h ila n d e r in g  o r  b ecause  t h e i r  m eals w ere n o t re a d y ; 
a t  th e  same tim e th e  e l i t e  women w ere c lo i s t e r e d  w ith  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  
and s e r v a n ts ,  and t h e i r  u n iv e rs e  d id  n o t  go f a r  beyond t h e i r  own 
th re s h h o ld .  I t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  th e  Am erican occupation - has p la y ed  
a r o le  in  im proving  th e  s t a t u s  o f  women, a t  l e a s t  i n  th e  more p r i v i ­
leg ed  c l a s s ,  b u t  th e  p e a sa n t woman and th e  woman o f  th e  u rb an  p ro ­
l e t a r i a t  la r g e ly  em ancipated  them selves th ro u g h  t h e i r  im p o rtan t 
economic r o l e .  The p e a sa n t woman p a r t i c i p a t e s  a c t i v e ly  in  th e  e co ­
nomic l i f e  o r  h e r  fa m ily . Not o n ly  does she  ru n  th e  home and g iv e  a 
hand in  th e  f i e l d s ,  she a ls o  a c ts  as th e  t r e a s u r e r  o f  th e  fa m ily .
L ik e  h e r  a n c e s to r ,  th e  G uinea C o as t m arke t woman, she  b e l l s  th e  
p ro d u c t o f  th e  lan d  and does th e  buy ing  f o r  th e  fa m ily . Her c o n s ta n t  
t r i p s  to  th e  m a rk e ts , som etim es f a r  d i s t a n t ,  h e r  h ig h  d eg ree  o f  i n t e r ­
a c t io n  makes h e r  much more ev o lu e  (ev o lv ed  « w o rld ly )  th a n  th e  m ales 
o f  h e r  fa m ily . Hence phe i s  more in d ep en d en t a lth o u g h  sh e  does n o t 
c o n te s t  th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  th e  m ale head o f  th e  h o u seh o ld . N o n e th e le s s , 
h e r  im p o rta n t econom ic r o le  has e s t a b l i s h e d  a  l a t e n t  b u t e f f e c t i v e  
e g a l i t a r ia n i s m  in  r u r a l  H a i t ia n  f a m i l ie s .  L ik ew ise , th e  p r o l e t a r i a n  
woman engaged in  p e t t y  r e t a i l i n g  f o r  w hich  she  has a  rem arkab le  a p t i ­
tu d e  i s  among th e  m ost a g g re s s iv e  e lem en ts  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty .  O ften  
sh e  i s  th e  head  o f  h e r  fa m ily  and w h ile  she  m igh t s h a re  h e r  ho u seh o ld  
w i th  a  s e r i e s  o f  more o r  l e s s  tem porary  common-law sp o u se s , sh o u ld  th e
■^George E. Sim pson, "S exual and F a m il ia l  I n s t i t u t i o n s  in  N o rth e rn  
H a i t i , "  Am erican A n th ro p o lo g is t ,  44 (1 9 4 2 ), p .  662.
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man le a v e  she rem ains th e  o n ly  perm anent p ro v id e r  and a u th o r i ty  f ig u r e
f o r  th e  c h i ld r e n .
In  th e  rem ain ing  c la s s e s ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e s  s t i l l  l i n g e r  on,
e s p e c ia l l y  in  th e  p r o v in c ia l  tow ns, T h ere  a re  mores w hich  g u ide  th e
b e h a v io r  o f  women b u t w hich  d o n 't  ap p ly  to  men. Work and r e c r e a t io n a l
a c t i v i t i e s  a re  d iv id e d  more s t r i c t l y  a lo n g  sex  l i n e s .  The woman's
r o le  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  la r g e ly  to  t h a t  o f  m other and h o u sew ife . Double
s ta n d a rd s  o f  sex  a re  more r i g i d  wijth. l e f t  o v er o f  machismo and -the
accom panying v i r g i n i t y  com plex. The f a th e r  i s  a more dom inant f ig u r e ;
a  d a u g h te r  w i l l  seldom  m arry  a g a in s t  th e  w i l l  o f  h e r  f a t h e r .  T here
a re  anachronism s o f  chaperonage and o ld  fa s h io n  c h iv a l r y ,  d o 's  and
d o n 't s ,  f o r  in s ta n c e  women o f te n  e a t  s e p a r a te ly  from  th e  men by fo rc e  
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o f t r a d i t i o n .  However th e s e  t r a d i t i o n s  a re  g ra d u a lly  chang ing  and 
th e  g e n e ra l  a t t i t u d e  to  th e  changing  r o le  and s t a t u s  o f women i s  n o t 
i n f l e x i b l e .  Women have th e  s u f f r a g e  and p a r t i c i p a t e  in c r e a s in g ly  in  
c iv i c  a f f a i r s  b u t th ey  s t i l l  have a long  way to  go b e fo re  th e y  a t t a i n  
th e  s t a tu s  and freedom  o f  N orth  Am erican women.
Among th e  p r o v in c ia l  b o u rg e o is ie ,  th e  m idd le  c la s s  and th e  
low er c l a s s ,  women do n o t  c u s to m a rily  e a t  w ith  men. T his w r i t e r  has 
asked  many tim es h i s  h o s te s s e s  why th e y  would n o t s i t  down and e a t  
w ith  th e  men and t h e i r  g u e s t .  The answ ers w ere alw ays th e  same: 
"T here  i s  no re a so n  n o t to ,  i t  i s n ' t  r e a l l y  a  r u l e ,  i t  i s  s im p ly  th a t  
I  am too  busy  s u p e rv is in g  th e  s e rv a n ts  to  s e e  t h a t  e v e ry th in g  i s  
se rv ed  r i g h t  and I  p r e f e r  to  e a t  a f t e r  w ith  th e  c h i ld re n  when a l l  i s  
d o n e ."
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i
D* C h ild re n  and S o c ia l i z a t i o n
1. I l l e g i t im a c y
The v a s t  m a jo r i ty  o f  H a i t ia n  c h i ld r e n  a re  b o rn  o u t o f  w edlock 
w ith o u t b e in g  n e c e s s a r i ly  v ic t im iz e d  by t h e i r  s t a t u s  as n a tu r a l  
c h i ld r e n ,  f o r  no s p e c ia l  s tig m a  i s  a t ta c h e d  to  i l l e g i t im a c y .  Of 
c o u rse  a  le g i t im a te  c h i ld  has a  h ig h e r  s t a t u s .  N a tu ra l  c h i ld r e n  a re  
o f  two ty p e s .  F i r s t  a re  th o se  re c o g n ize d  by  t h e i r  f a th e r ,  who w i l l  
b e a r  h i s  name and c o n se q u e n tly  e n jo y  th e  same l e g a l  r ig h t s  as l e g i t im a te  
c h i ld r e n .  I n  many c a se s  i l l e g i t i m a t e  s t a t u s  i s  o n ly  a  m a tte r  o f  o f f i ­
c i a l  re c o rd  n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  known by o th e rs  o u ts id e  th e  p rim ary  g ro u p . 
The second ty p e  i s  a n a tu r a l  c h i ld  n o t re c o g n ize d  by h is  f a th e r  
becau se  he i s  a lr e a d y  m a rr ie d  o r  re fu s e s  to  c la im  th e  c h i ld  as h i s  own. 
L e g a lly  th e  c h i ld  i s  a d u l t e r in e ,  c a l l e d  p o p u la r ly  e n fa n t  en dehors 
( o u ts id e  c h i ld )  and ta k e s  th e  name o f  h is  m other a lth o u g h  many ta k e  
t h e i r  f a t h e r 's  name i f  th e  l a t t e r  has re c o g n ize d  them a f f e c t i v e l y .
C ases a r e  f a i r l y  common in  th e  low er c la s s e s  o f  women g iv in g  b i r t h  to
c h i ld r e n  who a re  th e  f r u i t s  o f  tem porary  l i a i s o n s  o r  prom iscuous
12b e h a v io r  and th e  c h i ld  v ag u e ly  o r  n e v e r  knows h is  f a t h e r .  These 
women m igh t have under th e  same ro o f  s e v e r a l  c h i ld r e n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  
f a th e r s  p lu s  a common-law husband w ith  h is  own p ro g en y , th u s  th e  make­
up o f t h e i r  ho u seh o ld  i s  q u i te  h e te ro g e n e o u s . C h ild re n  a re  seldom  
abandoned by b o th  f a th e r  and m other a lth o u g h  r e c e n t ly  in  P o r t - a u -P r in c e
■^An o ld  m i l i t a r y  le a d e r  who has been  s ta t io n e d  th ro u g h o u t th e  
c o u n try  b o a s te d  to  t h i s  w r i t e r  o f  h av in g  f a th e r e d  ab o u t 70 c h i ld r e n .
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th e  P u b lic  H o s p i ta l  was d e c ry in g  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  had o v e r 200 
c h i ld r e n  abandoned .by  m others who a f t e r  d e l iv e r y  escaped  th e  h o s p i t a l  
le a v in g  t h e i r  n ew ly -b o m  b e h in d . However, t h i s  i s  a  c o m p ara tiv e ly  
new phenomenon due in  no sm a ll p a r t  to  th e  w re tch ed  p o v e r ty  o f  th e  
c a p i t a l ' s  slum s and th e  h ig h e r  d eg ree  o f  anonym ity p r e s e n t  in  th e  
c i t y .  A doption  has n e v e r been  fo rm a lly  acknow ledged in  H a i t ia n  
laws f o r  unknown re a so n s , b u t th e  p r a c t i c e  i s  n o t  d isco u rag e d  and 
ta k e s  p la c e  in fo rm a l ly .  A doptions g e n e r a l ly  o c cu r betw een members o f  
an ex ten d ed  o r  c lo s e ly  a l l i e d  f a m il ie s  in c lu d in g  god c h i ld r e n .  When i t  
occu rs  a c ro s s  c la s s  l in e s  such  as  a  member o f  th e  e l i t e  a d o p tin g  a  p e a ­
s a n t  c h i ld ,  th e  a d o p tin g  p a re n ts  may be v ic tim s  o f  b la c k m a il .  At 
s e v e ra l  o c c a s io n s  th e  n a tu r a l  p a re n ts  have w a ite d  f o r  th e  a d o p tin g  
p a re n ts  to  become e m o tio n a lly  a t ta c h e d  to  th e  c h i ld  and th e n  e x t r a c te d  
money from them by th r e a te n in g  to  w ithdraw  th e  c h i ld .
W idespread  i l l e g i t im a c y  in  H a i t i  can  be u n d e rs to o d  in  th e  l i g h t  
o f  s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s .  F i r s t  i s  th e  absence  o f  r i g i d  l e g a l  monogamous 
s ta n d a rd s ,  and th e  l a x i t y  o f  th e  se x u a l m ores. A nother re a so n  i s  th e  
ig n o ran ce  by th e  g r e a t  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  fem ale  p o p u la tio n  o f  th e  most 
ru d im en ta ry  form  o f  b i r t h  c o n t r o l ,  and th e  in d i f f e r e n c e  o f  th e  m ale 
to  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c o n c e p tio n . L a s t ly  c h i ld r e n  a re  e a s i l y  tak en  
c a re  o f  in  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  and an a d d i t io n a l  c h i ld  in  an ex ten d ed  
househo ld  does n o t  r e p re s e n t  new r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o r  new h a rd s h ip s .
Of c o u rse  th e  long  ran g e  consequences o f  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r  i s  an
a c c e le r a te d  p o p u la tio n  grow th in  an a lr e a d y  o v e rp o p u la ted  a re a  and
th e  b u rden  o f  h a rd sh ip  f a l l s  d is p r o p o r t io n a te ly  on th e  fem ale  p o p u la t io n :
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As long  as th e  ^ H a i t i a n /  man can  b e g e t c h i ld r e n  h e re  and 
th e r e  w ith o u t f e a r  o f  s a n c t io n ,  w ith o u t ta k in g  th e  e n t i r e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  as long  as he  can  sh a re  h is  fa v o rs  w ith  
s e v e r a l  c o n cu b in es , th e  ^ H a i t i a n /  woman w i l l  rem ain  a 
s la v e  fo rc e d  to  t o i l  p a in f u l ly  f o r  th e  m ain tenance  o f  h e r  
c h i ld r e n  and expose h e r s e l f  th ro u g h  p o v e r ty  to  th e  lo w est
d e p th  o f  d e g r a d a t i o n .^
2 . S o c ia l iz a t i o n
Few p eo p le  in  H a i t i  r a t i o n a l i z e  on th e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o r  non­
d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  h av in g  c h i ld r e n .  C h ild re n  come and a re  a cc e p ted  as 
p a r t  o f  th e  n a tu r a l  laws o f  l i f e .  N o n e th e le s s , c h i ld r e n  a re  c o n s id e re d  
an  economic a s s e t ,  a  s e c u r i ty  f o r  o ld  ag e , and a so u rc e  o f  p r id e .  I n  
a l l  s t r a t a  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  c h i ld r e n  a re  b ro u g h t up v ery  s t r i c t l y .  
R esp ec t and ob ed ien ce  a re  s t r e s s e d .  Punishm ents a re  h a rs h  and c o rp o ra l  
c h a s tis e m e n t f r e q u e n t .  The c h i ld  i s  in c lu d e d  in  many a d u l t  a c t i v i t i e s  
b u t  ta u g h t n o t to  d is tu r b  a d u l t s ,  to  be  seen  b u t  n o t to  be h e a rd . By 
A m erican m idd le  c la s s  s ta n d a rd s , how ever, th e  H a it ia n  c h i ld  i s  somewhat 
c a s u a l ly  ta k e n  f o r  g ra n te d  in  th e  sen se  t h a t  he i s  n o t th e  c e n te r  o f  
a t t e n t i o n  once he outgrow s th e  " c u te "  s ta g e  n o r  th e  cau se  o f  b u rd en ­
some s a c r i f i c e s .  E xc lud ing  th e  m o th e r, th e  p re se n c e  o f  c h i ld r e n  does 
n o t  change g r e a t ly  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  o th e r  members o f  th e  fa m ily  and 
c e r t a i n l y  n o t t h a t  o f  th e  f a t h e r .  R e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  a re  sh a re d  by 
th e  u s u a l ly  la rg e  ho u seh o ld  in c lu d in g  a u n ts ,  o ld e r  s ib l i n g s ,  g ran d ­
p a re n ts  o r  s e r v a n ts .
B ouchereau, ojj. c i t . , p . 237.
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The woman o f  th e  m asses goes ab o u t h e r  d a i ly  ch o res  up to  th e  
l a s t  days o f  p reg n an cy  and o c c a s io n a l ly  g iv e s  b i r t h  o u ts id e  h e r  home, 
on th e  ro ad  o r  a t  th e  m a r k e t . . I n  any c a se s  p a r t u r i t i o n  o ccu rs  in  
g e n e r a l ly  u n s a n i ta r y  c o n d i t io n s . ^  A f te r  d e l iv e r y  th e  p la c e n ta  i s  
b u r ie d  so  t h a t  no one can ta k e  i t  f o r  m ag ica l p u rp o se s ; th e  c h i ld  
i s  wrapped in  a  tow el and a  charm i s  hung around  h is  neck  to  w ard 
o f f  e v i l  s p i r i t s .  A s e l f - t r a i n e d  m idw ife u s u a l ly  a s s i s t s  th e  m other 
and c h i ld  f o r  th e  f i r s t  week, a f t e r  w hich  th e  m other goes back to  
h e r  norm al d u t i e s .  The baby i s  n e v e r  l e f t  a lo n e . He s le e p s  w ith  h is  
m other and she  ta k e s  him w ith  h e r  w henever she  can o r  le av e s  him w ith  
a  member o f  th e  h o u seh o ld . The baby i s  a lm o st alw ays b r e a s t  fe d  and 
a t  th e  age o f  th r e e  months s t a r t s  e a t in g  p re m a s tic a te d  s o l id  fo o d .
He i s  g e n e r a l ly  weaned around 15 to  24 months o r  e a r l i e r  i f  th e  m other 
i s  e x p e c tin g  a g a in .  A f te r  t h a t  no s p e c ia l  d i e t  is .  p la n n e d . The 
i n f a n t  i s  g e n e r a l ly  b a p t iz e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  b i r t h ,  h i s  b a p tism a l 
c e r t i f i c a t e  o f te n  a c tin g ^ a s  h i s  b i r t h  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  The p a re n ts  a re  
v e ry  p e rm is s iv e  ab o u t t o i l e t  t r a i n i n g .  The c h i ld  u r in a te s  any p la c e  
i n  th e  h o u se , and i t  i s  c le a n e d  o f f  w ith  l i t t l e  s c o ld in g . He i s
^ B a se d  on th e  s tu d y  by F ran ces  W. Underwood and c o rro b o ra te d  by 
th e  o b s e rv a tio n s  o f  t h i s  w r i t e r .  See F ran ces  Underwood, Irm a Honigmann, 
"A Com parison o f  S o c ia l iz a t i o n  and P e r s o n a l i ty  in  Two Sim ple S o c i e t i e s , "  
American A n th ro p o lo g is t ,  49 (1 9 4 7 ), p p . 557-77 .
•^ H a itia n  p e a s a n t  women o f te n  have t h e i r  b a b ie s  s ta n d in g  u p .
T h is  w r i t e r  h e a rd  o f  one p a r t i c u l a r  c a se  o f  h a rd  d e l iv e r y  when a  h e a te d  
s to n e  was a p p l ie d  on th e  back  o f  th e  neck  o f  th e  p a t i e n t  who, cau g h t 
by s u r p r i s e ,  c o n tra c te d  v io l e n t ly  from  th e  p a in  th u s  sp eed in g  d e l iv e r y .
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T mtrnMimxS.-r,
g e n e r a l ly  t o i l e t - t r a i n e d  by f iv e  y e a rs  o ld  when he i s  f u l l y  c lo th e d  
in s te a d  o f  w earin g  o n ly  a  lo o se  s h i r t .  T here  i s  an absence  o f  p r e s ­
s u re  to  make him  w alk o r  speak e a r ly  b u t th e  w o rld  o f  th e  c h i ld  i s  
h ig h  in  d a i ly  i n t e r a c t i o n  in  a  v e ry  v e rb a l  m il ie u ,  so he le a rn s  
e a r ly .  D ire c t  a t t e n t i o n  and s u p e rv is io n  a re  g iv en  u n t i l  th e  f i f t h  
y e a r .  By th a t  tim e  th e  c h i ld  has m aste red  h i s  p h y s ic a l  and s o c ia l  
environm ent w hich p re s e n ts  few d a n g e rs . Then he g ra d u a te s  r a th e r  
a b ru p t ly  from a  p e rm is s iv e  w o rld  w here he i s  th e  c e n te r  o f  a t t e n t i o n  
to  a  s t e r n  w o rld  o f  a d u lt- im p o se d  d i s c i p l i n e  w here t r a n s g r e s s o r s  a re  
w hipped h a r s h ly .  The c h i ld  i s  a s s ig n e d  an economic r o l e  e a r ly .  P la y  
a c t i v i t i e s  a re  l im ite d  to  f r e e  tim e . Sex d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  o ccu rs  w ith  
ass ig n m en t o f  t a s k s .  L i t t l e  g i r l s  w atch  o v e r younger s i b l i n g s ,  f e tc h  
w a te r ,  accompany t h e i r  m other on w ash ing  o r  m ark e t e x p e d i t io n s .  The 
l i t t l e  boy w i l l  accompany h is  f a th e r  to  th e  f i e l d ,  ta k e  c a re  o f  sm all 
a n im a ls , ru n  e r ra n d s .  G i r l s  w i l l  s le e p  in  one a r e a ,  boys in  a n o th e r  
and p la y  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  a ls o  be sex  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d .  L i t t l e  money 
i s  sp e n t on c h i ld r e n  b u t more w i l l  be s p e n t on boys who a re  g e n e r a l ly  
fa v o re d . T here i s  no fo rm al sex  e d u c a tio n ; th e  la c k  o f  p r iv a c y  in  
th e  househo ld  a llo w s th e  c h i ld  to  know th e  f a c t s  o f  l i f e  e a r l y .  T here  
seems to  be  a  c o n s id e ra b le  amount o f  sex  e x p e r im e n ta tio n  b e fo re  
p u b e rty  and sex  a c t i v i t i e s  a re  c o n s id e re d  fun  r a th e r  th a n  w icked .
A f te r  p u b e rty  th e  g i r l s  a r e  w atched more c lo s e ly .  T here  i s  l i t t l e  
d is p la y  o f  a f f e c t io n .  The H a it ia n  m asses n e v e r  d is p la y  a f f e c t io n  
o v e r t ly .  They d o n 't  k i s s  b u t embrace s y m b o lic a lly .
Summing up th e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  p ro c e ss  o f  th e  c h i ld  o f  th e  H a i t ia n
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m asses: h i s  i n f a n t  d i s c i p l i n e  i s  weak w hereas h is  c h i ld  d i s c i p l i n e
is  s e v e re ;  th e re  i s  a  n o ta b le  ab sen ce  o f  com pulsive t o i l e t  t r a i n i n g ,  
due in  p a r t  to  th e  p r im i t iv e  p h y s ic a l  m il ie u  w ith  i t s  la c k  o f 
l a t r i n e s ;  th e re  i s  no r i g i d i t y  e i t h e r  in  th e  sex  a r e a .  Due to  th e  
n a tu r a l  h a n d lin g  o f  th e s e  two b a s ic  p rob lem s, l i t t l e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l 
s t r e s s  i s  p r e s e n t .  B ut o th e r  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  s t r e s s e s  a re  p r e s e n t  
su ch  as h u n g er, la c k  o f  p e r s o n a l iz e d  a t t e n t i o n ,  a n o -nonsense  app roach  
to  d i s c i p l i n e ,  r e s u l t i n g  o f te n  in  a r b i t r a r y  punishm ents by e ld e r s .
The H a i t ia n  c h i ld  grows up in  a g ro u p -o r ie n te d  s o c ie ty  w ith  c o n s ta n t  
i n t e r a c t i o n  w ith  th e  members o f  h i s  community. He u n d e rs ta n d s  h is  
a ss ig n e d  r o l e  in  th e  group e a r ly ,  has a  f e e l in g  o f  b e lo n g in g  from  
w hich he d e r iv e s  a  sen se  o f s e c u r i t y .
16S o c ia l iz a t i o n  Among th e  P r iv i le g e d  
Among th e  p r iv i le g e d  c la s s e s  o f  H a i t i ,  nam ely th e  b o u rg e o is ie  
and th e  u p p e r m idd le  c l a s s ,  women g iv e  b i r t h  e i t h e r  in  a h o s p i t a l  o r  
in  t h e i r  home a tte n d e d  by a p h y s ic ia n  o r  a  l ic e n s e d  m idw ife . The 
new m other i s  th e  o b je c t  o f  much s o l i c i t u d e  and many g i f t r b e a r in g  
v i s i t o r s  c a l l  upon h e r .  The new ly b o m , d re s s e d  in  hand -em bro idered  
c lo th e s ,  h as  i t s  own c r ib  and a  nursem aid  o r  c h i ld  s e rv a n t  i s  a s s ig n e d  
to  w atch  o v e r  i t .  The m other b r e a s t - f e e d s  th e  baby f o r  n in e  to  
tw e lv e  months b u t i f  sh e  works weans him e a r l i e r .  She spends a  l o t  
o f tim e  w ith  him, fo n d le s  him and s u p e rv is e s  a l l  th e  a c t i v i t i e s
•^Based on th e  s tu d y  by M adele ine  S y lv a in  Bouchereau and c o r r o ­
b o ra te d  by th e  o b s e rv a tio n s  o f  t h i s  w r i t e r .  See C hap ter I I I ,  
B ouchereau, oj>. c i t .
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r e l a t i n g  to  th e  baby . By th e  tim e  he i s  th r e e  months o ld  he i s  i n t r o ­
duced to  o th e r  fo o d s , im ported  baby foods i f  th e  fa m ily  can a f f o r d  i t ,  
o th e rw ise  c a r e f u l ly  p re p a re d  b la n d  fo o d s . Women o f t h i s  c la s s  have 
a ten d en cy  to  o v e rfe e d  t h e i r  baby to  make them look chubby. The 
in f a n t  i s  g e n e r a l ly  b a p tiz e d  th e  f i r s t  month and i t  i s  th e  o c c a s io n
f o r  an e la b o r a te  c e le b r a t io n  w i th  th e  chosen  god p a re n ts  ta k in g  t h e i r  
17r o le  s e r io u s ly  and c o n t r ib u t in g  to  th e  c o s t  o f  th e  a f f a i r .  T o i l e t  
t r a in in g  b e g in s  v e ry  e a r ly .  The c h i ld  i s  t r a in e d  n o t to  wake up 
th e  househo ld  a t  a l l  hou rs  o f  th e  n ig h t  and i s  p u n ish ed  i f  he  does n o t 
c o n tr o l  h i s  b la d d e r  and bow els by two y e a rs  o ld .  He i s  th e  c e n te r  
o f  a t t e n t i o n  and i s  encouraged  to  le a r n  to  speak  and w alk  e a r ly .
P eo p le  a r e  c o n s ta n t ly  te a c h in g  him new F ren ch  w ords and he g e n e r a l ly  
e x p re sse s  h im s e lf  in  F ren ch  and u n d e rs ta n d s  c r e o le  by th e  age o f  
fo u r .  He has to y s  and p lay m ates  to  keep  him o c cu p ie d . T here  i s  
l i t t l e  s ex  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  betw een g i r l s  and boys u n t i l  sch o o l age 
ex c e p t t h a t  more fu s s  i s  made o v e r th e  c lo th e s  and th e  app earan ce  o f  
g i r l s .  T h e ir  e a r s  a re  p ie rc e d  l i k e  a l l  H a i t ia n  g i r l s  and hours a re  
s p e n t a r ra n g in g  t h e i r  h a i r  in  c o m p lic a te d  h a i r d o s .  M ost sch o o ls  a re  
se g re g a te d  by sex  and c o n se q u e n tly  p laym ates and p la y  a c t i v i t i e s  ten d  
to  be d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  on th e  b a s is  o f  s e x , a d iv is io n  w hich becomes
17'T he i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  god p a re n ts  i s  im p o r ta n t in  a l l  s t r a t a  o f  
H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty .  I t  i s  th e  l e a s t  im p o r ta n t when i t  i s  a c ro ss  c la s s  
l i n e s .  Then i t  becomes a form o f  e x p lo i t a t i o n  by w hich th e  l e s s  f o r ­
tu n a te  seek  god p a re n ts  f o r  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  in  th e  more p r iv i le g e d  
c la s s  to  have a  p r o te c to r  and to  r e c e iv e  p e r io d ic  g i f t s ,  w hereas th e  
god p a re n ts  te n d s  to  a c c e p t th e  honor p a t e m a l i s t i c a l l y  w ith o u t p ay in g  
much a t t e n t i o n  to  t h e i r  many p o o r god c h i ld r e n .
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more pronounced each  y e a r .  O th e r a c t i v i t i e s  c o n s i s t  o f  p r iv a te  
le s s o n s  in  p ia n o , p a in t in g  and d ancing  f o r  l i t t l e  g i r l s ,  w hereas 
l i t t l e  boys a re  l e f t  f r e e  to  o rg a n iz e  t h e i r  own p la y  a c t i v i t i e s .
T here  i s  a  n o ta b le  absence  o f  any work a c t i v i t i e s .  The weekends a re  
d evo ted  to  v i s i t i n g ,  fam ily  o u t in g s ,  chu rch  and th e  m ovies. Among 
th e  e l i t e ,  e la b o r a te  c h i ld r e n ’ s p a r t i e s  and c h i ld r e n ’s b a l l s  a r e  
o rg a n iz ed  w here th e y  m eet o th e r  c h i ld r e n  o f  t h e i r  c l a s s .  L ike  a l l  
c h i ld r e n ,  H a i t ia n  c h i ld r e n  o f  th e  more p r iv i le g e d  c la s s  a re  demo­
c r a t i c  and w i l l  p la y  w ith  anyone, b u t  by th e  tim e th e y  a re  o f  sc h o o l 
ag e , an e f f o r t  i s  made to  r e s t r i c t  them to  c h i ld re n  o f  t h e i r  own 
s o c i a l  background , e s p e c ia l l y  to  th o s e  who speak  good F rench  and have 
good m anners. W hile p a re n ts  and s e rv a n ts  have a ten d en cy  to  be in d u l ­
g en t to  th e  c h i ld  in  h is  e a r ly  y e a r s ,  d i s c i p l in e  becomes s t r i c t e r  
as he grow s. He le a r n s  e a r ly  t h a t  w h a tev e r m isb eh av io r he m igh t g e t  
away w ith ,  he has to  conform  to  th e  two fundam ental r u le s  o f  H a i t ia n  
e d u c a tio n : r e s p e c t  and p o l i t e n e s s  to  a d u l ts  and i n s t a n t  o b ed ience
to  h i s  p a r e n ts ;  o th e rw ise  he w i l l  be c h a s t i s e d  c o r p o r a l ly  and p sy ­
c h o lo g ic a l ly .  A f fe c t io n a te  d is p la y  i s  en cou raged . The H a i t ia n  c h i ld  
o f  t h a t  c la s s  a u to m a tic a l ly  k i s s e s  and shakes hands w ith  any v i s i t o r s .  
As th e  young g i r l  approaches p u b e r ty , she  i s  c a r e f u l ly  s u p e rv ise d  and 
ch ap ero n ed . Young boys g ra d u a te  from  s h o r t  p a n ts  to  long  p a n ts  as 
t h e i r  v o ic e  changes and a re  g iv en  much freedom . T here  i s  no sex  ed u ­
c a t io n  a t  home. I t  i s  n o t c o n s id e re d  p ro p e r  to  d is c u s s  such m a tte r s  
betw een p a re n ts  and c h i ld r e n .  The boys w i l l  have th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  
experim en t w ith  g i r l s  o f  th e  low er c la s s e s  b u t  a g i r l ,  i f  she m a rr ie s
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v e ry  e a r ly ,  m igh t be  r a th e r  n a iv e  abou t th e  f a c t s  o f  l i f e ,  a lth o u g h  
sh e  i s  ta u g h t in  h e r  a d o le sc en c e  th e  a r t  o f  ru n n in g  a  home and b e in g  
a d e c o r a t iv e  w if e .
Summing up th e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  p ro c e ss  o f  th e  c h i ld  o f  th e  p r i v i ­
leg ed  c l a s s :  h is  in f a n t  d i s c i p l i n e  i s  more r ig o ro u s  th an  t h a t  o f  th e
m asses b u t  he does n o t  go th ro u g h  an a b ru p t change d u rin g  h i s  c h i l d ­
hood. H is s o c i a l i z a t i o n  i s  g ra d u a l u n t i l  he re a ch e s  th e  age o f  re a so n . 
T here  i s  a  n o ta b le  d i f f e r e n c e  betw een th e  u p b rin g in g  o f  boys and 
g i r l s .  G ir l s  a re  s u p e rv is e d , p ro te c te d  and g iv e n  a  somewhat ro m an tic  
e d u c a tio n  in  view  o f  making a  good m a rr ia g e , w hereas boys a re  g iv en  a  
much w id e r  l a t i t u d e  i n . t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  as long  as th e y  o b se rv e  th e  
decorum o f  r e s p e c t in g  and obeying  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  T here  i s  a  n o ta b le  
absence  o f  u t i l i t a r i a n  a c t i v i t i e s  d e s ig n e d  to  d ev e lo p  a sen se  o f 
i n i t i a t i v e ,  o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  work and p r a c t i c a l  know ledge. E a r ly  in  
t h e i r  l i v e s  c h i ld r e n  a re  made aware o f  s o c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  and a re  
ta u g h t  th e  v a lu e s  and a t t i t u d e s  o f  t h e i r  c l a s s .  They a ls o  grow up in  
a  g ro u p -o r ie n te d  s o c ie ty  w ith  c o n s ta n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  b u t i t  i s  r e s t r i c t e d
•to th e  members o f  t h e i r  fa m ily  and c l a s s .
183 . C h ild re n  in  D o m e stic ity
Thousands o f H a i t ia n  c h i ld r e n  a re  in v o lv e d  in  a  c u r io u s ly  b a r ­
b a r ic  and w id e ly  p r a c t ic e d  i n s t i t u t i o n  known as  c h i ld r e n  in  d o m e s t ic i ty  
o r  g r a tu i to u s  d o m e s t ic i ty .  T hese dom estic  c h i ld r e n  o r  t i  moune, as
*®Much o f  th e  d a ta  ab o u t c h i ld r e n  in  d o m e s t ic i ty  came from  a s tu d y  
made in  1962 by Mr. C laude and E r ic  S y l l a ,  s tu d e n ts  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  
o f  H a i t i ,  under th e  s u p e r v is io n  o f t h i s  w r i t e r .
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th ey  a re  c a l l e d ,  l iv e  a l i f e  o f  s e r v i l i t y  n o t  f a r  removed from  v
s la v e ry  ex ce p t t h a t  th e y  have th e  ad v an tage  o f  ch o o sin g  t h e i r  own 
d e s t in y  once th e y  re a c h  th e  age  o f  re a so n  and become aware o f  t h e i r  
s e r v i l e  c o n d i t io n .  A few rem ain  i n  t h i s  c o n d it io n  th e  r e s t  o f  t h e i r  
l i v e s .  The i n s t i t u t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  f a m i ly 's  ta k in g  in  one o r  more 
p e a s a n t c h i ld r e n  a t  an e a r ly  age and g iv in g  them u rb an  "en lig h ten m en t"  
in  exchange f o r  t h e i r  g r a tu i to u s  s e r v ic e s  as s e r v a n ts .  T h is i n s t i t u ­
t i o n ,  p ro b ab ly  a  v e s t ig e  o f  c o lo n ia l  s la v e r y ,  has s in c e  th r iv e d  on 
th e  p o v e rty  o f  th e  m asses b u t has d e g en e ra te d  in to  a  v e r i t a b l e  
c h i ld r e n  m ark e t. W hile some fa m il ie s  f u l f i l l  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s
to  th e  c h i ld  and a re  even m o tiv a te d  by h u m a n ita r ia n  re a so n s , more
1 g
c o n s id e r  th e  p r a c t i c e  as an in e x p e n s iv e  way o f  g e t t in g  s e r v a n ts .
H a it ia n  p e a s a n try  i s  th e  v a s t  r e s e r v o i r  from w hich  th e  u rban  b o u r ­
g e o is i e ,  m idd le  c la s s  arid even  p r o l e t a r i a t  draw  t h e i r  dom estic  
c h i ld r e n .  P e a sa n t f a m il ie s  who e n te r  in to  th o s e  v o lu n ta ry  agreem ents 
do n o t r e a l i z e  th e  consequences o f  t h e i r  a c t .  G e n e ra lly  coming from 
th e  m ost o v e rp o p u la ted  and u n d e rn o u rish e d  s e c t io n s  o f  th e  c o u n try ,
th ey  a re  pe rsu ad ed  th a t  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  w i l l  b e  b e t t e r  p ro v id ed  f o r
m a te r ia l ly ,  w i l l  be  e n lig h te n e d  by u rb an  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  w i l l  a c q u ire  
some e d u c a tio n , th e  good m anners and s a v o ir  f a i r e  o f  c i t y  f o lk .  O ther 
m is led  p e a sa n ts  n o t m o tiv a te d  by s h e e r  p o v e r ty  a c tu a l ly  th in k  th e y
I Q
?T h is  a u th o r  i s  n o t in  agreem ent w ith  H e rsk o v itz  who c o n s id e rs  th e  
i n s t i t u t i o n  as an  example o f  a d o p tio n  complex i n  Negro c u l tu r e .  See 
M e lv i l le  J .  H e rsk o v itz , L ife  in  a  H a i t ia n  V a lle y  (New York: A. A.
Knopf, 1937), p .  103.,
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a re  e n te r in g  some s o r t  o f  f r e e  b o a rd in g  sch o o l ty p e  o f  a rrangem ent 
by w hich  th e  c h i ld  g e ts  h i s  room and b o a rd  in  exchange f o r  w ork ing . 
The p r in c ip l e  c au se s  f o r  th e  phenomenon o f  c h i ld re n  in  d o m e s t ic i ty  
l i e s  in  economic underdevelopm en t, la c k  o f  sch o o ls  in  r u r a l  a r e a s ,
j '  ;
th e  e c o lo g ic a l  d is e q u i l ib r iu m  in  some re g io n s  w here n o t  enough
food can  be r a i s e d  to  fe e d  everybody , th e  ig n o ran ce  o f  p e a s a n ts ,
and th e  p a s s iv e  a cq u ie sce n c e  o f  th e  u rb an  p o p u la tio n . The number
o f  t i - mounes has in c re a s e d  in  r e c e n t  y e a rs  e v e r  s in c e  th e  d e v a s ta -
20t i o n  o f  H u rrican e  H azel i n  1954 and th e  co n tin u o u s  economic c r i s i s  
o f  th e  l a s t  decade .
C h ild re n  o f  b o th  sex es  a re  p la c e d  in  d o m e s tic ity  from  th e  age o f  
sev en . T here  i s  a  s o r t  o f  t a c i t  agreem ent betw een th e  p a re n ts  o f 
th e  c h i ld  and h is  fu tu r e  " p r o te c to r ” by w hich  th e  l a t t e r  ta k e s  on 
th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  p a re n ts  as long  a s  th e  c h i ld  makes h im s e lf  
u s e f u l .  Sometimes th e  c h i ld  i s  o f f e re d  by th e  p e a sa n t h im s e lf  o r  
town p e o p le  v i s i t  th e  c o u n try  i n  q u e s t  o f  c h i ld r e n  " th e y  w ish  to  
e d u c a te ."  Sometimes p a re n ts  v i s i t  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  in  d o m e s t ic i ty  o r  
send them e x tra - fo o d  and i t  i s  g e n e r a l ly  custom ary  f o r  th e  c h i ld  to  
r e tu r n  home once a  y e a r .  H is work c o n s i s t s  o f  g e t t in g  up e a r ly  in  
th e  m orning to  sweep and mop th e  h o u se , g e t  w a te r , run  e r r a n d s ,  w atch  
o v er younger c h i ld r e n ,  p la y  w ith  them , and engage in  w h a tev e r u s e f u l  
a c t i v i t i e s  he can h an d le  depending  on h is  a g e . A ll  too  o f te n  h e  does
2® It i s  known t h a t  a f t e r  H u rr ic a n e  H aze l, c h i ld re n  w ere s o ld  in  
th e  re g io n  o f  Je rem ie  f o r  25 c t s .  o r  $1 .0 0  w ith  t h e i r  b i r t h  c e r t i f i ­
c a te s  .
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a l l  th e  jo b s  c o n s id e re d  b e n ea th  th e  d ig n i ty  o f  th e  members o f  th e
fa m ily . He i s  o f te n  s e v e re ly  p u n ish ed  when he f a i l s  a t  h i s  t a s k s .
Being d e fe n s e le s s  he o f te n  becomes th e  w hipp ing  boy o f  th e  h o u seh o ld .
T h rash in g s  a r e  m o tiv a te d  by w ra th  r a th e r  th a n  by c o r r e c t io n .  When
he i s  young th e r e  i s  a  f r a t e r n a l  r e l a t io n s h ip  betw een him and th e
c h i ld r e n  o f  h is  m a s te r  b u t as th e  c h i ld r e n  grow o ld e r  th ey  p e rc e iv e
h i s  s o c i a l  i n f e r i o r i t y ,  c o n se q u e n tly  th e  f r ie n d s h ip  co o ls  o f f  and
th e y  demand h is  s e r v ic e s  as t h e i r  p a re n ts  d o . T i -mounes a r e  n o ta b ly
abused  in  th e  low er c la s s  f a m il ie s  w here th e y  a re  o f te n  t r e a t e d  as
b e a s ts  o f  b u rd en , s e n t  o u t in  th e  s t r e e t s  to  p e d d le , and no a t t e n t i o n
21i s  g iv en  to  t h e i r  s c h o o lin g . I n  th e  h ig h e r  c la s s  f a m il ie s  th ey  
a r e  g e n e r a l ly  much b e t t e r  t r e a t e d  and th e y  a re  g iv en  tim e o f f  to  go 
to  s c h o o l. However i t  i s  o n ly  in  a  few e n lig h te n e d  homes t h a t  th e  
c h i ld  g e ts  more th a n  he g iv e s .  The v a s t  m a jo r i ty ,  i f  th e y  go to  
sc h o o l a t  a l l ,  go to  i n f e r i o r  and overcrow ded sch o o ls  w here th e y  
le a r n  l i t t l e ,  a r e  d is c r im in a te d  a g a in s t  and have l i t t l e  tim e f o r  
homework b ecau se  o f  t h e i r  d u t i e s .  They a re  n o ta b ly  p o o rly  fe d  f o r  
t h e i r  p h y s ic a l  app earan ce  even a f t e r  s e v e r a l  y e a rs  c o n t r a s t s
21Tlie w orse c ase  t h i s  w r i t e r  w itn e s se d  was t h a t  o f  a  c h i ld  o f  
seven  who was a  dom estic  in  a  sm a ll b o a rd in g  house in  J e re m ie . The 
c h i ld  was up b e fo re  dawn and s t a r t e d  th e  day by em ptying th e  chamber 
p o ts  o f  a l l  th e  g u e s ts .  She was reprim anded  a l l  day long  and h e r  t e a r s  
cau sed  f u r t h e r  t h r e a t s .  Her w ardrobe c o n s is te d  o f  two t a t t e r e d  d re s s e s  
and she d id  n o t own a  p a i r  o f  sh o e s . She was " to o  young" to  go to  
sc h o o l a cc o rd in g  to  th e  m anager b u t  o ld  enough to  be w ashing  g la s s e s  
in  th e  b a r  u n t i l  p a s t  10 p .m . She s l e p t  on two o ld  b la n k e ts  in  th e  
h a llw ay . The m anagers who in c id e n t ly  showed them selves th e  m ost 
g ra c io u s  h o s t  d u rin g  th e  s ta y  o f  t h i s  w r i t e r  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  th e  c h i ld  
was much b e t t e r  o f f  w ith  them th a n  w here she  came from and owed them 
a d e b t o f  g r a t i tu d e .
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s t r i k i n g l y  w ith  t h a t  o f  th e  m a s te r ’s c h i ld r e n  o f  th e  same ag e .
G e n e ra lly  th ey  e a t  a lo n e  s q u a t t in g  in  th e  c o u r ty a rd  w ith  a  p l a t e  in
t h e i r  hand o r  in  a c o m e r  o f  th e  k i tc h e n  when i t  r a i n s .  They e a t
22w hat i s  l e f t  a ftefc  th e  fa m ily  has e a te n  even  sous -b a rb e s  as th ey  
c a l l  th e  le f to v e r s  from  th e  p l a t e  o f  t h e i r  m a s te r .  T h e ir  c lo th e s  
a re  th e  hand-me-downs o f  th e  fa m ily ; r a r e l y  som ething  new i s  bought 
f o r  them . L i t t l e  c o n s id e ra t io n  i s  g iv en  to  t h e i r  p e rs o n a l  n e e d s .
They a re  on c a l l  tw e n ty -fo u r  h ou rs a  day . O ften  th e  t i - moune has 
no q u a r te r s  o f  h is  own and s le e p s  on a  s tra w  m at on th e  f lo o r  o f  th e  
l iv in g  room w hich p re v e n ts  him from r e s t in g  d u rin g  th e  day and a t  
n ig h t  he has to  w a it  u n t i l  th e  l iv in g  room i s  v a ca te d  b e fo re  r e t i r i n g .  
When he i s  s ic k  th e  fa m ily  p ro v id e s  him w ith  ru d im en ta ry  m ed ica l c a re  
b u t i f  i t  i s  s e r io u s  th e y  send him back  home to  h is  p a r e n ts .  T i - 
mounes a re  c o n s ta n t ly  made to  f e e l  t h a t  th e y  a re  th e  b e n e fa c to rs  o f  
th e  system , t h a t  th ey  sh o u ld  be g r a t e f u l .  I f  o n e .o f  them , t i r e d  o f  
a b u se , runs away, o f te n  h is  p a re n ts  b r in g  him back u n d e r th e  i l l u s i o n  
t h a t  th e  c h i ld  i s  an in g r a te ,  u n a p p re c ia t iv e  o f  w hat i s  b e in g  done 
f o r  him . O c c a s io n a lly  a c ts  o f  r e b e l l io n  le a d  to  more s e r io u s  co n se ­
q u en ces . From tim e to  tim e a  b r u t a l  b e a t in g  w hich  r e s u l t s  in  in ju r y  o r  
s e x u a l m o le s ta t io n  by an a d u l t  comes to  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  p u b l ic  b u t 
th e  H a i t ia n  m il ie u  b e s e t  a lr e a d y  by so  many problem s does n o t c o n s id e r  
c h i ld r e n  in  d o m e s t ic i ty  as a  m ajor s o c i a l  p rob lem .
9 9AAC reo le  e x p re s s io n  f o r  l e f to v e r s  on a p e rs o n ’s p l a t e  m eaning 
l i t e r a l l y  "u n d er th e  b e a rd ."
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The consequences o f  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  a re  d e f i n i t e l y  d e tr im e n ta l  
to  th e  dom estic  c h i ld .  The v e n ee r o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  he a c q u ire s  does 
him more harm th a n  good. Hungry, he le a r n s  to  f i l c h ;  f e a r in g  h a rsh  
p un ish m en ts, he becomes a  m a s te r  o f  d e c e i t ,  o f  cu n n in g n ess ; he 
a c q u ire s  a  m e n ta l i ty  o f  s e r v i l i t y  w hich s n u f fs  o u t h i s  sen se  o f i n i ­
t i a t i v e  and r e in f o r c e s  h is  i n f e r i o r i t y  com plex. One can n o t d is c o u n t  • 
th e  leg acy  o f  b i t t e r n e s s  w hich  w arps th e  mind o f  many p e rso n s  who 
grew up as ti-m o u n es . P r a c t i c a l l y  e v e ry  ju v e n i le  d e l in q u e n t  in  
th e  house o f c o r r e c t io n  in  P o r t - a u - P r in c e ,  a cc o rd in g  to  r e c o rd s ,  was 
a t  one tim e  a d o m estic  c h i ld .  Young dom estic  g i r l s  s w e ll  th e  ranks 
o f  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  som etim es s t a r t i n g  a t  th e  age o f 13 a f t e r  b e in g
23i n i t i a t e d  by t h e i r  m a s te rs  o r  th e  sons o r  f r ie n d s  o f  t h e i r  m a s te rs ,  
o r  r e tu r n  home p re g n a n t w ith  a  c ash  s e t t le m e n t .  Very few become 
" e n lig h te n e d "  a d u l ts  as t h e i r  p a re n ts  had hoped, o r  have  been a b le  
to  c lim b th e  s o c ia l  la d d e r .  The S o c ia l  W elfa re  I n s t i t u t e  o f  H a i t i  
i s  aware o f  th e  prob lem  o f  c h i ld r e n  in  d o m e s t ic ity  b u t  t h e i r  hands 
a re  t i e d  by la ck  o f  fu n d s . The day when r u r a l  s c h o o ls  w i l l  be ad e­
q u a te  and p o v e r ty  n o t  so  endem ic th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  w i l l  r e g r e s s .  P e a ­
s a n ts  in  zones o f  r e l a t i v e  p r o s p e r i ty  r e f u s e  to  send t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  
in  d o m e s t ic i ty .  However, th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  l i k e l y  to  c o n tin u e  f o r
23A H a i t ia n  p h y s ic ia n  to ld  t h i s  w r i t e r  t h a t  when h i s  f a th e r  
cau g h t him m a s tu rb a tin g  a t  th e  age o f  13, he s t r o n g ly  d isap p ro v ed  and 
s e n t  f o r  a  t i -moune g i r l  o f  th e  same age to  be h is  s e x u a l companion 
d u rin g  h is  te e n s .  The p h y s ic ia n  th o u g h t th e  id e a  e x c e l le n t  and p la n s  
to  do th e  same th in g  f o r  h is  so n . However, he and h i s  fa m ily  a r e  
p r e s e n t ly  in  e x i l e  in  New York and h is  son  i s  abou t 13 now.
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some tim e , u n le s s  th e  b a s ic  socioeconom ic s t r u c tu r e  o f  th e  s o c ie ty  
ch an g es . T h is  sho ck in g  e x p lo i t a t io n  o f  c h i ld r e n  i s  m o ra lly  deb asin g  
n o t  o n ly  to  th e  in d iv id u a l  b u t  to  the  s o c ie ty  as  a w hole as i t  p e r ­
p e tu a te s  a  t r a d i t i o n  o f  s o c ia l  in e q u a l i ty  and contem pt f o r  human 
d ig n i ty .
E. C onclusion
The fam ily  o f  a l l  s t r a t a  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  f u l f i l l s  e s s e n t i a l l y  
th e  same p rim ary  fu n c tio n s  and i s  s im i la r  in  many r e s p e c t s .  I t  i s  an 
ex tended  ty p e  fam ily  and k in s  s e v e ra l  d eg rees  removed a re  reco g n ized  
as  r e l a t i v e s .  H a it ia n s  know t h e i r  genealogy  and a re  alw ays e a g e r  to  
e s t a b l i s h  some f a m i l i a l  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  a  new f r i e n d .  I f  th e y  d i s ­
c o v e r him as a r e l a t i v e ,  no m a t te r  how d i s t a n t ,  he i s  " i n . "  I t  i s  
n o t  u n u su a l to  f in d  an ex ten d ed  fam ily  l iv in g  to g e th e r  in  th e  same house 
o r  same compound, and i f  th ey  l i v e  s e p a r a te ly  th e y  w i l l  be in  touch  
w ith  each o th e r  f r e q u e n t ly .  The fam ily  i s  p a t r i a r c h a l  a lth o u g h  n o t 
o f  th e  extrem e a u th o r i t a r i a n  v a r i e t y  p re v a le n t  i n  L a t in  A m erica. 
N o n e th e le ss  th e  f a th e r  i s  th e  u n c o n te s te d  head o f  th e  fa m ily . W hether 
he  chooses to  e x e r c is e  h is  power o r  n o t, he  rem ains th e  c e n t r a l  o b je c t  
o f  a t t e n t io n  and r e s p e c t .  I t  i s  a ls o  a m ale-dom inated  fa m ily  w here 
men en jo y  many p r iv i l e g e s  a t  th e  expense o f  th e  w eaker s e x , a lth o u g h  
th e  H a i t ia n  woman can a s s e r t  h e r s e l f  and en jo y  a  c o m p ara tiv e ly  h ig h  
s t a t u s .
As f a r  as th e  mores and folkw ays a re  con cern ed , th e  fa m ily  o f  
th e  m asses and o f  th e  more p r iv i le g e d  c la s s e s  d i f f e r  c o n s id e ra b ly . At
one end, th e  e l i t e  c a r e f u l ly  o b se rv es  th e  p r o p r i e t i e s  w hich  a re  th e  
mor.es o f  F ran ce  and a re  concerned  w ith  p e rp e tu a t in g  f a m il ie s  w ith  
s o c i a l  a m b itio n s , w hereas a t  th e  o th e r  end th e  fa m ily  i s  p r im a r i ly  an 
economic u n i t  o f  w h ich  th e  members a r e  p a r tn e r s  i n  th e  s t r u g g le  fo r  
s u r v iv a l .
As f o r  fu n c t io n ,  th e  H a i t ia n  fa m ily  r e p r e s e n ts  th e  b a s ic  c e l l  o f  
H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  in  w hich th e  in d iv id u a l  i s  s o c ia l i z e d  and d e r iv e s  h is  
i d e n t i t y  and s e c u r i ty  and to  w hich  he  has s tro n g  lo y a l ty  bonds 
ap p ro ach in g  c la n  s p i r i t .
H a i t ia n  fa m ily  o rg a n iz a t io n  i s  b o th  th e  s t r e n g th  and th e  w eakness 
o f  th e  H a i t ia n  s o c i a l  sy stem . L o y a lty , s o l i d a r i t y  and m utua l a id  
among th e  members o f  an  ex ten d ed  fa m ily  h as  p re v e n te d  th e  t o t a l  d i s ­
in t e g r a t i o n  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty ,  f o r  i t  p ro v id e s  th e  minimum s o c ia l  
s e c u r i t y  an in d iv id u a l  needs to  s u rv iv e .  When a  p e rso n  lo s e s  h is  
jo b , he knows he can  co u n t on h is  fa m ily  to  ta k e  c a r e  o f  him ; a  fa m ily  
i s  e v ic te d ,  r e l a t i v e s  w i l l  ta k e  them i n  a u to m a t ic a l ly ;  a  y o u n g s te r  
needs to  go to  sch o o l in  th e  c a p i t a l ,  a  r e l a t i v e  w i l l  b o a rd  him ; 
a member o f  th e  fa m ily  g e ts  in to  t r o u b le  w ith  th e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  a  
d i s t a n t  r e l a t i v e  w ith  p o l i t i c a l  power w i l l  in e v i ta b ly  be found to  
re s c u e  him . A t th e  same tim e t h i s  k in d  o f  s o l i d a r i t y  has a  n e g a tiv e  
e f f e c t ,  f o r  i t  tu rn s  l o y a l t i e s  inw ard . I t  encourages c la n n is h ,  
s e l f i s h ,  n e p o t i s t i c  a t t i t u d e s ,  i n h i b i t s  community s p i r i t  and c iv ic  
sen se  e s s e n t i a l  to  s o c i a l  p ro g r e s s .  Thus th e  H a i t ia n  fa m ily  p la y s  
th e  p a ra d o x ic a l r o le  o f  c o u n te r a c t in g  th e  d i s in t e g r a t i o n  o f  H a it ia n  
s o c ie ty  and a t  th e  same tim e  p re v e n tin g  i t s  developm ent.
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W ith r e s p e c t  to  th e  l a x i t y  o f  se x u a l mores in  H a i t i ,  w ith  i t s  
h ig h  in c id e n c e  o f  f r e e -u n io n s ,  polygam y, i l l e g i t im a c y ,  a d u l te r y  and. 
p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  i t  can  be su rm ised  t h a t  th e s e  phenomena can be con­
s id e r e d  as m a tte r  o f  form  o f  r e l a t i v e l y  m inor im portance  so  long  as 
c h i ld r e n  a re  s o c ia l i z e d  and in te g r a te d  in to  s t a b l e  f a m i l i a l  sy stem s. 
W hile th e  H a i t ia n  fa m ily  i s  f a i r l y  s t a b l e ,  i t  i s  a p p a re n t t h a t  t h i s  
s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  i s  a  so u rc e  o f  s e r io u s  i n t e r - p e r s o n a l  c o n f l i c t s  and 
a  h a rd sh ip  f o r  many c h i ld r e n  and women. The leg acy  o f  l i b e r t i n a g e  
o f c o lo n ia l  days has n o t d ie d  away and ten d s  to  c o n t r ib u te  in  th e  
long  run  a n o th e r  u n s ta b le  e lem en t to  th e  g e n e ra l  d is o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  
H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty .
CHAPTER VII
POLITICS
P o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  p la y  a  dom inant r o le  in  H a i t ia n  l i f e ,  a t  
l e a s t  among th e  more p r iv i le g e d  s e c to r  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n . The 
p o l i t i c a l  h i s to r y  o f  th e  n a t io n  has been  c h a r a c te r iz e d  by tu rb i i le n c e . 
H a i t i  was b o rn  o u t o f  a  v io l e n t  r e v o lu t io n ,  and s in c e  th e n , v io le n c e  
and c o u n te r -v io le n c e  w i th  i n t e r m i t t e n t  p e r io d s  o f  s i l e n t  o p p re ss io n ', 
have been  th e  p a t t e r n  o f  H a i t ia n  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .  I f  e v e ry  r e b e l l i o n ,  
a b o r te d  r e v o lu t io n  and p a la c e  re v o lu t io n  a re  co u n ted , H a i t i  had 
n e a r ly  140 u p r is in g s  in  160 y e a r s .  Of some 35 c h ie f s  o f  s t a t e ,  24 
w ere k i l l e d  o r  o v e rth ro w n . The c o n s t i t u t i o n  has been  changed 
ap p ro x im a te ly  20 t im e s . I n  e s s e n c e , H a i t ia n  p o l i t i c s  r e p re s e n t  a 
r e l e n t l e s s  power s t r u g g le  betw een r i v a l  g roups o f  th e  p r iv i le g e d  
s t r a t a  from w hich th e  m asses a r e  ex c lu d ed . The l a t t e r  so s te e p e d  in  
ig n o ran ce  and m ise ry  have alw ays a cc e p ted  th e  s t a t u s  quo b u t  have 
p a r t i c ip a t e d  a t  tim es in  u p r is in g s  as th e  in s tru m e n ts  o f  th e  p r iv i le g e d  
W ith  re g a rd  to  form  o f  governm ent, H a i t ia n  p o l i t i c a l  .h is to ry  
can  be d iv id e d  in  fo u r  p e r io d s .  From independence to  mid 19 th  c e n tu ry , 
th e re  was a  s u c c e s s io n  o f  v a r io u s  ty p es  o f  reg im es, a  kingdom , s e v e r a l  
r e p u b l ic s ,  two em p ire s . By 1860, a  re p u b lic a n  b u t t o t a l i t a r i a n  form 
o f governm ent was i n s t i t u t e d  u n t i l  th e  Am erican o c c u p a tio n . D uring 
th e  Am erican o ccu p a tio n  (1915-34) new e lem en ts  w ere in tro d u c e d  in  th e  
p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  b u t b e in g  imposed from  th e  o u ts id e  they faded
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w ith in  a decade a f t e r  th e  o c c u p a tio n  to  r e tu r n  to  th e  t o t a l i t a r i a n  
re p u b lic a n  form  w hich  h as  been  in  e x is te n c e  s in c e .  The form  o f 
governm ent m a tte r s  l i t t l e ,  f o r  u n d e r th e  t i t l e  o f  k in g , em peror o r  
p r e s id e n t ,  a  s t ro n g  man has alw ays ru le d  H a i t i .  Some w ere more 
b e n e v o le n t th a n  o th e r s ;  n e v e r th e le s s ,  a  t r a d i t i o n  o f  a u th o r i t a r i a n  
n o n -d em o cra tic  r u l e  was f i rm ly  e s t a b l i s h e d .  From th e  b eg in n in g  th e re  
was a s p i r i t  o f  in t r a n s ig e n c e  and non-com prom ise betw een r iv a l .p o w e r  
c l iq u e s .
A. C h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  The H a i t ia n  P o l i t i c a l  System  
The H a it ia n  p o l i t i c a l  sy stem  in  s p i t e  o f  i t s  i n s t a b i l i t y  has 
shown some p e r s i s t e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o v e r th e  y e a rs  w hich can  be 
summed up as fo llo w s :
1 . C o n s t i tu t io n  and coded law : L ik e  m ost L a t in  Am erican g o v ern ­
m en ts , th e  H a i t ia n  governm ent i s  b ased  upon a  c o n s t i t u t i o n  in s p i r e d  
by F ren ch  and Am erican l i b e r a l  t r a d i t i o n s .  I t  f e a tu r e s  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  
j u d i c i a l ,  and e x e c u tiv e  b ra n c h e s . Only th e  s i m i l a r i t y  s to p s  th e re  
and th e  e x e c u tiv e  dom inates e v e ry th in g . The laws o f  th e  R ep u b lic  a re  
based  on th e  N apo leon ic  Code to  w hich has been  added a  p le th o r a  o f  
o th e r  codes such  as th e  r u r a l  code , c i v i l  code , work code, e t c .  These 
codes presum e to  fo r e s e e  e v e ry th in g , a  to u r  de fo rc e  in  p r e d ic t in g  
b e h a v io r , a n t i c ip a t i n g  s i t u a t i o n s  down to  th e  m in u te s t  d e t a i l s  in  a  
s o c ie ty  w hich i s  so tu r b u le n t .  Laws a re  o f te n  re v is e d  and appended. 
N o n e th e le ss  w hat was n o t  p r e d ic te d  i s  t h a t  th e s e  laws would rem ain  
dead l e t t e r s ,  f o r  in  p r a c t i c e  everyone o f  th e  d em o cra tic  i n s t i t u t i o n s
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on p ap e r a re  p e r v e r te d .  T here  I s  a fundam en ta l c leav ag e  betw een th e  
w r i t t e n  law and governm ent in  a c t u a l i t y .  The a r t i f i c i a l  im plem enta­
t i o n  o f  F ren ch  laws in  th e  A fro -H a itia n  s e t t i n g  makes them i l l -  
ad ap ted  to  th e  s o c i a l  c o n d it io n s  o f  th e  c o u n try . Y et th e r e  i s  a 
p e r s i s t e n t  l e g a l i s t i c  app roach  to  p rob lem s. I n  r e a l i t y ,  how ever, 
f r o n t i e r  ty p e  law p r e v a i l s .
2 . P r e s i d e n t i a l  System : I n  r e a l i t y  a l l  powers o f  th e  governm ent
a r e  v e s te d  in  a c h ie f  e x e c u tiv e  a c c o u n ta b le  to  no one b u t t o  th e  c l iq u e  
t h a t  p u ts  him in  pow er. The c o n s t i t u t i o n  becomes a m ere in s tru m e n t
in  h is  h an d s. A p e r s o n a l i t y  c u l t  r a p id ly  grows around th e  p r e s id e n t .
He i s  a  f a th e r  f ig u r e  and e v e ry  t r i v i a l  d e t a i l  o f  a d m in is t r a t io n  o r  
p e rs o n a l  m a tte r  i s  l i a b l e  to  be  b ro u g h t to  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  o f te n ,  b y ­
p a s s in g  th e  norm al c h a in  o f  command. The r e s u l t  i s  a  h ig h ly  c e n t r a ­
l i z e d  governm ent and th e  c a b in e t  members fu n c tio n  as m ere c h ie f  
c le r k s  f o r  th e  p r e s id e n t .  He i s  l i t e r a l l y  bogged down by m in u tia .
B eing a one man governm ent, he i s  more v u ln e ra b le  to  a  coup d 'e t a t  
th a n  a p a r ty  p r e s id e n t  w ould . He p e r s o n i f ie s  th e  u l t im a te  in  power 
and he has to  p r o te c t  h is  much co veted  p o s t  by showing a g g re s s io n , 
c u n n in g n ess , and th e  d r iv e  to  dom inate and impose h is  w i l l  on o th e r s ;  
in  o th e r  w ords, he m ust be a d i c t a t o r .
3 . The L e g i s l a tu r e : H a i t i  cou ld  e a s i l y  d isp e n se  w ith  i t s  
l e g i s l a t u r e ,  f o r  i t s  c h ie f  fu n c t io n  i s  to  g iv e  a  facad e  o f r e p u b l i ­
can  governm ent. S in ce  th e r e  a re  no p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  d ep u tees  a re  
g e n e r a l ly  handpicked  by th e  p r e s id e n t  b e fo re  th e y  a re  e le c te d  by 
t h e i r  d i s t r i c t .  The chamber o f  d ep u tees  fu n c tio n s  as a  d e b a tin g
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s o c ie ty  w hich ru b b e r  stam ps l e g i s l a t i o n  handed down by th e  p re s id e n ­
t i a l  p a la c e .  D eputees a r e  v o c a l in  t h e i r  d isag ree m e n ts  o n ly  in  p ro ­
p o r t io n  to  th e  p a t ie n c e  and b en ev o len ce  o f  th e  p r e s id e n t  in  pow er.
4 . The J u d i c i a l : L ik ew ise  th e  j u d i c i a l  does n o t p la y  a 
p ro m in en t r o l e .  Judges a re  a p p o in te d  by th e  p r e s id e n t  and s in c e  
m ost c o u r t  d e c is io n s  have p o l i t i c a l  o v e r to n e s , ju d g es  a re  a s tu t e  
en o u g h ,to  f e e l  o u t p r e s i d e n t i a l  w ish es  b e fo re  h an d in g  down t h e i r  
v e r d i c t s .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y  fo r e ig n e r s  have l i t t l e  chance o f  w inn ing  a 
c a se  in  a  H a i t ia n  c o u r t  n o r  does a  p e rso n  in  p o l i t i c a l  d is f a v o r .  The 
ten d en cy  has been  to  s e t t l e  m a tte r s  o u ts id e  th e  c o n f in e s  o f  c o u r ts  
w henever p o s s ib le .
5 . The M i l i t a r y : When G en era l D e ssa l in e s  d e c la re d  H a i t ia n  
indep en d en ce , i t  was a  lo g ic a l  s te p  to  i n s t a l l  a  m i l i t a r y  governm ent; 
s in c e  th e n , th e  m i l i t a r y  has p la y e d  a  s t r a t e g i c  r o le  in  H a it ia n  
p o l i t i c s .  S in ce  P r e s id e n t  Boyer i n s t i t u t e d  h i s  r u r a l  code in  1826, 
r u r a l  H a i t i  has b een  u n d e r m i l i t a r y  command. The army fu n c tio n s  a ls o  
as a  p o l ic e  fo rc e  and th e re b y  e x e r c is e s  c o n t r o l  o v er th e  e n t i r e  popu­
l a t i o n .  The army makes and unmakes p r e s id e n t s .  The m a jo r i ty  o f  
H a i t ia n  c h ie f s  o f  s t a t e  w ere m i l i t a r y  le a d e r s ,  m ost o f  them took  th e  
p re s id e n c y  th ro u g h  re v o lu t io n a ry  a rm ie s , a l l  o f  them had  a t  l e a s t  
th e  t a c i t  b ack in g  o f  th e  arm y. T h e re fo re  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  any. 
p r e s id e n t  to  e n te r  in to  an a l l i a n c e  w ith  th e  army o r  m a n ip u la te
th e  m i l i t a r y  d e f t l y .
5 . C o n s t i tu t io n a l  R ig h ts : Freedom o f  th e  p r e s s ,  freedom  o f
sp eech , th e  s a n c t i t y  o f  a p e r s o n 's  home, g u a ra n te e s  a g a in s t  a r b i t r a r y
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a r r e s t s ,  and o th e r  b a s ic  in d iv id u a l  freedom s reco g n ized  to d ay  as 
in t e r n a t io n a l  norm s, e x i s t  o f  c o u rse  in  th e  H a i t ia n  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  In  
• r e a l i ty  th e s e  r i g h t s  a r e ,s u b o rd in a te d  to  the whim o f  th e  p re s id e n c y , 
th u s  m a in ta in in g  a  p e re n n ia l  sen se  o f  in s e c u r i t y  among th e  c i t i z e n s .
T h is  i n s e c u r i t y  has t r a n s l a t e d  i t s e l f  in to  many p a t te r n s  o f  b e h a v io r  
ty p ic a l  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty ;  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  c la n  s o l i d a r i t y  w hich  makes 
th e  ex ten d ed  fa m ily  th e  b a s ic  c e l l  o f  m utual p r o te c t io n  w hich  i n  tu r n  
encourages th e  p e c u l i a r  b ran d  o f  H a i t ia n  nep o tism : mounepaisme
(from  c re o le  moune pam ■ p eo p le  who a re  f o r  me) and i t s  o p p o s ite ,  
k eep in g  th e  o th e rs  o u t :  th e  complex du p a n ie r  de c r a b e s . ^
6 . The S p o il  System : The t r a d i t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a tro n a g e  i s
d eep ly  anchored  in  th e  H a i t ia n  m ores. W ith ev ery  new p r e s id e n t i a l  
reg im e, th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  i s  o v e rh a u led  from top  to  bo ttom , from 
c a b in e t  m in is te r s  to  th e  lo w est charwoman, and re p la c e d  by th e  p a r t i ­
sans o f  th e  new p r e s id e n t .  T here  i s  no c o n t in u i ty  i n  any p r o je c t  
from one a d m in is t r a t io n  to  th e  n e x t ,  n o r  does a  m e r i t  o r  c i v i l  s e r v ic e  
system  e x i s t .  S in ce  th e  governm ent i s  th e  b ig g e s t  em ployer, H a i t ia n  
p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  have im p o rtan t economic fu n c t io n s .  P o l i t i c s  
becomes an  end in  i t s e l f  r a th e r  th a n  a  means to  a s s u re  th e  w e l l  fu n c ­
t io n in g  o f  o th e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The m orbid p re o c c u p a tio n  o f  so many
H a it ia n s  w ith  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  has a  v a l id  b a s i s ,  f o r  t h e i r
r
^ •L ite ra l ly :  th e  complex o f  th e  b a sk e t o f  c ra b s . A euphemism
o f te n  u sed  in  H a i t i  b ased  on th e  o b s e rv a tio n  th a t  c ra b s  in _ a _ b ask e t---------
p u l l  back  th o se  w hich  a re  t r y in g  tq _ c£ 3 Hl~oufr;— The" euphemism d e s c r ib e s  
th e  k in d  o f  behayjLar-whereby~a p e rso n  w i l l  c o n sc io u s ly  p u t o b s ta c le s  in  
th e  w ay"of a  more s u c c e s s fu l  p e rso n  to  c u t  him down to  h is  s i z e .
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l iv e l ih o o d  i s  a t  s ta k e .  P o l i t i c s  a r e  th e  to o ls  p a r  e x c e lle n c e  o f
economic b e tte rm e n t and s o c i a l  ascendance  f o r  th o se  who a re  " i n . "
Those who a re  " o u t” b id e  t h e i r  tim e and p a r t i c i p a t e  in  in t r ig u e s  w ith
th e  hope o f  b e in g  " in "  w ith  th e  n e x t reg im e. To th e  q u e s t io n  o f  w hat
keeps p eo p le  g o in g , in  view o f  th e  g r e a t  in s e c u r i t y  due to  p o l i t i c o -
economic r i v a l r i e s ,  an in fo rm an t answ ered r a th e r  e lo q u e n t ly :  "chaque
2
h a i t i e n  a  un p o l i t i c i e n  q u i do rs  en l u i . "
As long  as a  n o n - p r o f i t e e r  / / o u t ' .g ro u p / th in k s  o f  n o th in g  
e l s e  b u t  to  d is p la c e  a p r o f i t e e r  / J i n 1 g ro u p /, to  become 
h im s e lf  a p r o f i t e e r ,  as long  as  everyone has b u t one r e g r e t ,  
t h a t  o f  n o t b e in g  a b le  to  b u i ld  h is  handsome v i l l a ,  as long  
as th e  n a t io n  rem ains a cake f o r  each  to  w a i t  h i s  tu r n  to  
c u t  h is  s l i c e ,  we w i l l  n e v e r  g e t  o u t o f  o u r im p asse s .
T here  i s  n o t a  H a i t ia n  who does n o t re c o g n iz e  t h a t  we have 
l iv e d  u n t i l  t h i s  day , o f  s e l f i s h n e s s ,  in d iv id u a lis m , and 
t h a t  t h i s  has made o u r m is fo r tu n e s  and w i l l  c o n tin u e  to  
do so i f  we do n o t  change o u r s e lv e s .^
Those in  p o l i t i c a l  fa v o r  know o n ly  to o  w e l l  t h a t  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  
i s  ephem eral and c o n se q u e n tly  ta k e  ad v an tag e  o f  i t  w h ile  th e y  can . 
T h is  has p e rp e tu a te d  a  t r a d i t i o n  o f g re e d , g r a f t ,  c o r ru p t io n  and 
abuses to  such  a  p o in t  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  d is h o n e s ty  i s  ta k e n  f o r  g ra n te d  
by th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  as  a  n e c e s sa ry  e v i l  and th e  p o l i ­
t i c i a n  i s  e x p ec ted  to  f i l l  h is  p o ck e t a t  th e  expense o f  p u b l ic  fu n d s . 
Sometimes re sen tm e n t stem s more from  envy o f  h i s  " lu c k "  th a n  contem pt 
f o r  th e  im m o ra lity  o f  h i s  a c t .  H a itia n s  have become v e ry  c y n ic a l .
^Every H a i t ia n  has a  p o li t ic ia n " " a s le e p  w i th in  him .
^ " E d i to r i a l , "  Rond P o in t ,  2 (A ugust-S ep tem ber, 1962), p .  1. The 
a u th o r  o f  t h i s  e d i t o r i a l ,  a n a t iv e  C a th o lic  p r i e s t ,  was d e p o rte d  in  
1964, and th e  m agazine c lo se d  down by governm ent o rd e r .
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In  summary, th e  H a i t ia n  governm ent i s  n o t a  governm ent o f  law 
b u t o f  men. I t  i s  a one-man system  backed by h i s  p a r t i s a n s  and th e  
army, and h e ld  in  b a la n c e  to  a  sm a ll e x te n t  by an o p p o s i t io n .  Should 
th e  o p p o s it io n  g e t  r e s t l e s s  and c irc u m stan c es  be p r o p i t io u s ,  th e  
tim e f o r  r e v o lu t io n  a r r iv e s  and th e  b a la n c e  sw in g s. Out goes th e  
governm ent and th e  new c l iq u e  moves in  and th e  game s t a r t s  a l l  o v e r 
a g a in . I t  m igh t be  n o te d  th a t  th e s e  r e v o lu t io n s  a re  n o t  mass 
u p r is in g s  b u t  p a la c e  re v o lu t io n s  o f  s h o r t  d u r a t io n .  F o r th e  v a s t  
m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  m asses, th e  n o t io n  o f  s t a t e  i s  an a b s t r a c t io n  
beyond t h e i r  com prehension . They g e n e r a l ly  know th e  name o f  th e
4
c u r r e n t  p r e s id e n t  who r e p re s e n ts  f o r  them a d i s t a n t  f i n a l  a u th o r i ty .  
They a re  c o m p le te ly  unaware o f  p o l i t i c a l  e v e n ts  w hich  o ccu r o n ly  in  
th e  "R epub lic  o f  P o r t- a u -P r in c e "  and have no f a r - r e a c h in g  e f f e c t s  on 
them . As th e  p e a s a n t see s  i t ,  th e  governm ent i s  made ujp o f  th e  c h ie f  
o f  th e  r u r a l  p o l ic e  and th e  lo c a l  c o u r t  o f  j u s t i c e  to  whom he b r in g s  
h is  e n d le s s  lan d  q u a r r e l s .  He f e a r s  and r e s p e c ts  th e s e  a u t o r i t ^ s . as 
he c a l l s  them, f o r  he sen se s  t h e i r  overw helm ing power and knows th a t  
s a n c tio n s  can  be  b r u t a l ,  and , o f  c o u rs e , th e r e  i s  no a p p e a l.
^he  D u v a lie r  Regime
The D u v a lie r  regim e w hich  i s  c u r r e n t ly  r u l i n g  H a i t i  has ea rn ed  
w orldw ide n o to r i e ty  f o r  i t s  ty ra n n y  and has d is p la c e d  vodou as th e
^*Most H a i t ia n s  d o n 't  know t h e i r  e x a c t  a g e . They gauge t h e i r  
approx im ate  age by knowing th e  name o f  th e  p r e s id e n t  who was r u l in g  a t  
th e  tim e o f t h e i r  b i r t h .  I t  i s  custom ary  to  ask  th e  age o f  a  p e a s a n t 
by s a y in g : "Sous q u i p r e s id e n t  ou f a i t e ?  (Under w hich  p r e s id e n t  w ere
you made (b o rn )? )
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c h ie f  re a so n  f o r  w hich  H a i t i  i s  known to  th e  o u ts id e  w o rld . D u v a lie r  
i s  p ro b a b ly  th e  l a s t  o f  th e  o ld  s t y l e  L a t in  A m erican c a u d i l lo  and 
r e p re s e n ts  an anachron ism  in  th e  m id -2 0 th  c e n tu ry . Y et th e  D u v a lie r  
regim e i s  n o t an anomaly f o r  H a i t i .  I t  r e p r e s e n ts  by a l l  i t s  ex trem es 
th e  lo g ic a l  end r e s u l t  o f  a  s o c i a l  sy stem  ex h au sted  by th e  r e c u r re n t  
p o l i t i c a l  game w hich  has p lay ed  i t s e l f  o u t .  The D u v a lie r  regim e 
m igh t p ro v e  to  be th e  tu rn in g  p o in t  o f th e  H a i t ia n  n a t io n  in  th e  sen se  
t h a t  i t  i s  p r e c ip i t a t i n g  th e  day o f  re c k o n in g . How long can  a s o c ie ty  
c o n tin u e  in  th e  p re s e n t  s t a t e  o f  H a itia n  s o c ie ty ?  How f a r  can a n a t io n  
re g re s s ?  In  view o f  th e  c u r r e n t  w orld  p o l i t i c a l  c lim a te  i t  i s  u n l ik e ly  
t h a t  H a i t i .w i l l  c o l la p s e  on i t s  own bu t i t  i s  more l i k e ly  t h a t  o u t­
s id e  fo rc e s  w i l l  in te rv e n e  to  a v e r t  a t o t a l  c o l la p s e  e i t h e r  by a 
C o n g o -s ty le  t r u s te e s h ip  o r  a  Cuban s ty le  communist ta k e  o v e r . The 
H a it ia n  p eo p le  a re  no lo n g e r  a b le  to  r e p a i r  th e  s o c i a l ,  economic and 
p o l i t i c a l  i l l s  o f  t h e i r  c o u n try . A ll  t h a t  can be done i s  d e la y  th e  
f i n a l  d e b a c le .
D u v a lie r  i s  a  "phenomenon" in  th e  s e n s e  t h a t  e v e ry  method w hich 
has been u sed  th ro u g h o u t H a i t ia n  h i s to r y  to  remove a  d e sp o t has been  
u sed  a g a in s t  him b u t up to  now has f a i l e d .  He has a rem arkab le  
p o l i t i c a l  f l a i r  f o r  he u n d e rs tan d s  w e ll t h e  H a i t ia n  p o l i t i c a l  system  
in  a l l  i t s  c o m p le x itie s  and d e l i c a t e  power b a lan c e  and has dom inated 
th e  H a it ia n  scene  to  become i t s  supreme b o ss  w ith  power o f  l i f e  and 
d e a th  o v e r h is  fo u r  m i l l io n  s u b je c t s .  He en jo y s a deg ree  o f  p e rs o n a l • 
power unknown to  any Am erican p re s id e n t  and  to  v e ry  few c h ie f s  o f  
s t a t e  in  th e  w o rld . Though a  p se u d o -sc h o la r , he has n o n e th e le s s  a
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g r e a t  p s y c h o lo g ic a l u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th e  c h a r a c te r  w eaknesses o f  h is  
c o m p a tr io ts  and has e x p lo i te d  them to  h i s  b e n e f i t .
When D u v a lie r  acceded  to  power in  1957, he  in h e r i t e d  a d i f f i c u l t  
p o s i t io n .  T here  had been  g r e a t  p o l i t i c a l  u n r e s t  f o r  th e  p re c e d in g  
n in e  months d u rin g  w hich  f iv e  governm ents succeeded  each  o th e r  and 
th e  p o l i t i c a l  te n s io n  was n o t o v e r when ,he to o k  o f f i c e .  He a ls o  
in h e r i t e d  th e  w orse economic c r i s i s  known th u s  f a r  in  H a i t i .  H is 
p re d e c e s s o r  M ag lo ire  and h i s  e r a  o f f a l s e  p r o s p e r i ty  l e f t  a  d e f i c i t  
o f  $50 m i l l io n  w hich co u p led  w ith  a bad c o f fe e  c r o p . l e f t  th e  p u b lic  
t r e a s u r y  v i r t u a l l y  em pty. These and o th e r  e v e n ts  seemed to  p o in t  to  
an e a r ly  c o l la p s e  o f  h is  reg im e . A t f i r s t  D u v a lie r  p roceeded  cau ­
t i o u s ly ,  b u t  th e n  a t  an a c c e le r a te d  pace  he c o n s o lid a te d  h is  pow er.
The v a r io u s  f a c t io n s  w hich  s to o d , in  h is  way to  emerge as th e  uncon­
te s t e d  c h ie f  can  be enum erated as fo llo w s : (1 ) h is  e a r ly  p a r t i s a n s ;
(2) p o l i t i c a l  o p p o s i t io n ;  (3) th e  l e g i s l a t u r e ;  (4) th e  army; (5) th e  
b o u rg e o is ie  in  p o l i t i c s  and commerce; ( 6 ) th e  c le r g y ;  (7 ) th e  i n t e l l i ­
g e n ts ia  and s tu d e n ts ;  and ( 8 ) th e  m ost e lu s iv e  and w orrisom e: th e
U .S . S ta te  D epartm en t. He s e t  o u t to  c ru s h  o r  c o n tr o l  everyone o f  
th e s e  o b s ta c le s  a t  th e  p r i c e  o f  b le e d in g  h is  c o u n try . However D u v a lie r  
has shown by h is  a c t io n s  t h a t  th e  m ise ry  o f  h i s  p eo p le  i s  n o t too  
g r e a t  a p r i c e  to  pay to  m a in ta in  h is  pow er.
(1) W eeding o u t E a r ly  P a r t i s a n s :  To th e  c o n s te rn a t io n  o f  e v e ry ­
one D u v a lie r  f i r s t  g o t r i d  o f  th e  f r ie n d s  and s u p p o r te rs  who p u t him 
in  power and to  whom he owed p o l i t i c a l  d e b ts .  One o f  th e  f i r s t  to  go 
was C o lonel A nton io  K ebreau who conducted  th e  e l e c t i o n  f o r  D u v a lie r  and
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gave him  th e  b ack in g  o£ th e  army. He was s e n t  to  Rome as em bassador 
and i n  1963 d ie d  u n d er m y s te rio u s  c o n d it io n s  in  H a i t i .  W ith in  a 
y e a r ,  th e  o r i g i n a l  d u v a l i e r i s t e s  w ere  o u t .  S in c e  th e n  th e r e  has been  
a s te a d y  r e s h u f f l in g  in  D u v a l ie r 's  c l iq u e .  F a v o r i te s  come and go, 
a few come b ack , many v a n ish  in  e x i l e ,  p r is o n  o r  o b l iv io n .  The 
o r ig i n a l  s u p p o r te r s  o f  D u v a lie r  among w hich  w ere men o f  t a l e n t ,  
have been  re p la c e d  by men o f  o b scu re  background w ith  l i t t l e  t r a in in g  
o r  a d m in is t r a t iv e  g i f t s  b u t s u f f i c i e n t l y  u n sc ru p u lo u s and s e r v i i e  to  
m eet D u v a lie r* s  n e e d s . They seem to  be th e  o n ly  men he can  t r u s t .  
They a re  je a lo u s  and r e s e n t f u l  o f  men w ith  t r a in in g  o r  w ith  s p e c ia l  
a b i l i t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th o se  o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  e l i t e ,  and d i s t r u s t f u l  
o f  each  o th e r .  D u v a lie r  t a c i t l y  encourages t h e i r  r i v a l r i e s ,  so as to  
have no p o t e n t i a l  r i v a l s  w i th in  h is  governm ent. Every y e a r ,  th e  
c a l i b e r  o f  th e  men su rro u n d in g  D u v a lie r  i s  low ered and c u r r e n t ly  
in c lu d e s  c r im in a l  and g a n g s te r  e le m e n ts .
(2 ) E lim in a tin g  P o l i t i c a l  O p p o s itio n : In  th e  b eg in n in g , th e
D u v a lie r  regim e was th re a te n e d  by p o l i t i c a l  o p p o s it io n  from  th e  ranks 
o f  th e  d e fe a te d  c a n d id a te s  and t h e i r  fo l lo w e rs . T here  w ere s e v e ra l  
u n s u c c e s s fu l in v a s io n s  from  th e  o u ts id e  b u t  he e f f e c t i v e l y  c ru sh ed  
them . He p ro ceed ed  v ig o ro u s ly  to  l i q u id a t e  h is  opponents o r  th o se  
he s u sp e c te d , th ro u g h  a r r e s t s ,  m urder, d e p o r ta t io n  and v o lu n ta ry  
e x i l e .  The o p p o s i t io n  rem ain in g  in  th e  c o u n try  h a s  been  s i le n c e d  
and i s  devo id  o f  power f o r  th e  tim e b e in g . Of c o u rse  th e  ranks o f  
th e  e x i l e s  a r e  grow ing, b u t  th e y  a r e  t o m  by d is s e n t io n  and have 
been  in c a p a b le  th u s  f a r  o f  p r e s e n t in g  a  u n i te d  f r o n t  a g a in s t  D u v a lie r .
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F o r th e  tim e  b e in g  D u v a lie r  has s u c c e s s f u l ly  c ru sh ed  p o l i t i c a l  
o p p o s i t io n .
(3) S ile n c in g  th e  L e g i s l a tu r e : W hile alw ays a  su p e rf lu o u s
b ran ch  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  governm ent, th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  has been  reduced  to  
com plete  u s e le s s n e s s  un d er th e  D u v a lie r  reg im e . L e g is la t io n  i s  n o t 
even d eb ated  b u t  unan im ously  approved and tim e i s  f i l l e d  w ith  in te rm in ­
a b le  speeches abou t th e  " in d e f e c t ib l e  a tta ch m e n t o f  th e  H a i t ia n  p eo p le  
to  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  le a d e r  Papa Doc" o r  in v e n tin g  new h o n o r i f ic  t i t l e s  
f o r  th e  p r e s id e n t .  O r ig in a l ly  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  was b i-c a m e ra l b u t 
D u v a lie r  s im p l i f ie d  th e  system  by re d u c in g  th e  number o f  d ep u tees  
and m erging them in to  a  u n i-c a m e ra l cham ber. He c a l l e d  a l e g i s l a t i v e  
e l e c t io n  in  1961 and to  th e  s u r p r i s e  o f  no one a l l  h i s  c a n d id a te s  
won. I t  was a t  t h i s  e l e c t i o n . t h a t  D u v a lie r  c o n tr ib u te d  a n ove l ru s e  
to  th e  h i s to r y  o f  f r a u d u le n t  e l e c t i o n s .  D u v a l ie r 's  name ap p eared  on 
a l l  b a l l o t s  above t h a t  o f  th e  c a n d id a te s  fo r  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  S in c e  
h is  term  o f  o f f i c e  was to  end in  1963 and th e r e  was no m ention  o f  a 
p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  i t  was a p ro fo u n d ly  shocked n a t io n  w hich  woke 
up th e  m orning a f t e r  e l e c t io n  to  f in d  o u t th ey  had r e e le c te d  D u v a lie r  
to  a n o th e r  s i x  y e a r  te rm . H e-announced w ith  a  s t r a i g h t  fa c e  t h a t  
overw helm ing su p p o r t o f  h is  c a n d id a te s  m eant r e e le c t in g  him , th en  
added humbly: "As a r e v o lu t io n a ry ,  I  have no r i g h t  to  d is re g a r d  th e
v o ic e  o f  th e  p e o p le ."  In ' a l a t e r  sp e e c h ', 'h e  e x p la in e d  t h a t  H a i t ia n  
democracy i s  d i f f e r e n t  and i s  n o t to  be compared to  A m erican, F ren ch
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o r  any o th e r  ty p e  o f  democracy."*
(4) D iv id in g  th e  Army: In  o rd e r  to  c o n t r o l  th e  army, D u v a lie r  
r e s o r te d  to  two b a s ic  t a c t i c s :  f r e q u e n t  r e s h u f f l in g  o f  h ig h  ra n k in g  
o f f i c e r s  and th e  c r e a t io n  o f  a  m i l i t i a  re s p o n s ib le  d i r e c t l y  to  him .
O f f ic e r s  s u sp e c te d  o f  p o s s ib le  d i s lo y a l ty  w ere pu rged  from  th e  
army a t  th e  b e g in n in g . O thers  a re  c o n tin u o u s ly  r e t i r e d  in  th e  m idd le  
o f  t h e i r  c a r e e r s  w ith  p e n s io n s , c a u s in g  a heavy d r a in  on th e  t r e a s u r y .  
T hese a re  re p la c e d  by low er ra n k in g  o f f i c e r s  who a re  g r a t e f u l  to  th e  
p r e s id e n t  f o r  b e in g  prom oted so  r a p id ly .  O f f ic e r s  a re  a ls o  c o n s ta n t ly  
t r a n s f e r r e d  from  one end o f  th e  c o u n try  to  a n o th e r  to  p re v e n t  them 
from e s ta b l i s h in g  p e rs o n a l  in f lu e n c e  among th e  lo c a l  o f f i c i a l s  and 
p o p u la t io n . The m i l i t a r y  academy was c lo s e d . Ammunition was s to c k ­
p i l e d  in  th e  basem ent o f  th e  p a la c e  w here i t  i s  is su e d  under th e  
p e rs o n a l s u p e r v is io n  o f  D u v a lie r .
D u v a lie r  re v iv e d  th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  caco ism , i . e . ,  th e  m ercenary  
arm ies o f  p r e s i d e n t i a l  a s p i r a n ts  o f  p re -o c c u p a tio n  d ay s , by o rg a n i­
z in g  h is  p e rs o n a l  m i l i t i a ,  th e  n o to r io u s  to n to n  m acoutes and p i t t i n g  
them a g a in s t  th e  arm y. Thus he has e f f e c t i v e l y  n e u t r a l i z e d  th e  
c a p a c i ty  o f  th e  army to  overth row  h i s  reg im e . The m ili t ia m e n  a re  
drawn from  th e  lo w est s t r a t a  o f  s o c ie ty  o r  from th e  m ost d is r e p u ta b le
C
D r. Jacq u es  F ourcand , D u v a l ie r 's  m in is te r  o f  H e a lth  and head  o f  
th e  H a i t ia n  Red C ro ss , added in  a sp eech  in  A p r i l  1963 t h a t  th e  U n ited  
S ta te s  was a  dem ocracy o f  s l u t s .  The same man in  O c to b er 1963 a t  th e  
tim e  o f  h u r r ic a n e  F lo r a  s c o f fe d  a t  th e  w arn ings o f  U .S . w eatherm en and 
w ent on th e  r a d io  a n g r i ly  denying  a l l  d a n g e r . F lo r a  l e f t  100,000 home­
le s s  and k i l l e d  an e s tim a te d  5 ,000  in  H a i t i .
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e lem en ts  o f  o th e r  c l a s s e s .  They o p e ra te  as a s o r t  o f  p r im i t iv e
g e s ta p o  and t e r r o r i z e  th e  p o p u la t io n  w ith  t h e i r  a b u se s . D u v a lie r  has
g iv en  them l i t t l e  money b u t much a u th o r i t y .  By do ing  t h i s ,  he  has
shown an a s tu t e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th e  H a it ia n  m e n ta l i ty  w here p e rs o n a l
power means more th a n  an y th in g  e l s e .  The symbol o f  power i s  th e
p i s t o l  a m acoute s p o r ts  and h i s  f a v o r i t e  t a c t i c  i s  in t im id a t io n .
Every m acoute i s  a law un to  h im s e lf  in  h is  own c i r c l e  o f  in f lu e n c e
and can  d ea l; a r b i t r a r i l y  w ith  th e  p o p u la t io n  w i th  l i t t l e  f e a r  o f
r e t a l i a t i o n .  I n to x ic a te d  w ith  t h e i r  new power and so d eep ly  in v o lv ed
in  th e  crim es o f  th e  reg im e, th e y  a r e  com m itted to  m a in ta in  D u v a lie r
in  power o u t o f  f e a r  o f  th e  b loody  rev en g es  w hich would be t h e i r  f a t e  
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sh o u ld  D u v a lie r  f a l l .  I n  th e  m eantim e, as henchmen o f  th e  reg im e, 
th e y  a re  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  an in c r e a s in g ly  lo n g e r’ l i s t  o f  m urders , 
r a p e s ,  t o r t u r e s ,  b e a t in g s ,  t h e f t s ,  b la c k m a il ,  f a l s e  d e n u n c ia tio n s , 
e x to r t io n s ,  and o th e r  a b u se s . They a re  h e ld  in  v e ry  low esteem  by th e  
e n t i r e  p o p u la tio n  who has g iv en  them th e  d e ro g a to ry  e p i th e t  o f  to n to n  
m acoute (bugbear) and f i l l e t t e  la lo  (fem a le  ghou l) to  t h e i r  fem ale 
c o u n te r p a r t ,  b u t  who, n e v e r th e le s s ,  a r e  k e p t in  l in e  th ro u g h  f e a r  o f  
them.
(5) P e rs e c u tin g  th e  B o u rg e o is ie : A f te r  1946 th e  b o u rg e o is ie
began lo s in g  t h e i r  s tro n g h o ld  in  p o l i t i c s  and D u v a lie r  f in i s h e d  th e  
jo b  o f  p u rg in g  them o u t o f  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  and arm y. N o n e th e le ss , 
th ey  s t i l l  rem ain  th e  s o c ia l  e l i t e  o f  th e  c o u n try  and D u v a lie r  has a 
consuming h a tre d  f o r  t h a t  c la s s  and lo s e s  no o p p o r tu n i ty  to  p e rs e c u te  
and h u m ilia te  them , o r  make them th e  sca p e g o a t o f  a l l  th e  i l l s  o f  th e
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c o u n try . He has re v iv e d  e f f e c t i v e l y  a n t i - m u la t to  ra c ism  and has 
in flam ed  c la s s  h a t r e d .  He i s  o b lig e d  to  t o l e r a t e  th e  b o u rg e o is ie  to  
a  c e r t a i n  e x te n t  b ecau se  o f  t h e i r  dom inance in  th e  p r iv a te  s e c to r ,  
t h e i r  a s s o c ia t i o n  w ith  th e  f o r e ig n  i n t e r e s t s  i n  H a i t i  and t h e i r  
e x t e r i o r  c o n n e c tio n  f o r  c r e d i t .  As long  as th e y  rem ain  a p o l i t i c a l  
and subm it to  p e r io d ic  e x to r t io n s ,  th e y  can  av o id  more open p e r s e c u ­
t i o n .  D uring  th e  l a s t  few y e a r s ,  th e r e  h as  been  a  m assive  exodus o f  
t h i s  c la s s  and more a re  le a v in g  ta k in g  w ith  them th e  l i t t l e  c a p i t a l  
and p r o f e s s io n a l  s k i l l s  l e f t  i n  H a i t i .  However, D u v a lie r  c o n s id e rs  
th e  problem  o f  th e  b o u rg e o is ie  l ic k e d . He s a id  r e c e n t ly  to  a  M exican 
j o u r n a l i s t  t h a t  th e  m u la tto  ( lo o s e ly  synonymous w ith  th e  b o u rg e o is ie )  
w ere now i n  j a i l ,  i n  e x i l e ,  o r  th re e  m e te rs  underg round .
( 6 ) H a ra ss in g  th e  C le rg y : The h ig h  c le r g y  who a re  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l
a l l i e s  o f  th e  b o u rg e o is ie  w ere bound to  r e c e iv e  t h e i r  s h a re  o f  p e r s e ­
c u t io n .  D u v a lie r  e x p e lle d  from  th e  c o u n try  u n d e r m ost h u m il ia t in g  
c o n d i t io n s ,^  th e  A rchb ishop  o f  P o r t - a u - P r in c e ,  t i t u l a r  head  o f  th e  
C a th o lic  Church in  H a i t i ,  b ish o p s  o f p r o v in c ia l  d io c e s e s ,  s u p e r io r s  
o f  r e l ig io u s  c o n g re g a tio n s , p r i e s t s ,  b o th  n a t iv e  and fo r e ig n ,  whose 
in f lu e n c e  in t e r f e r e d  w ith  h is  p o l i c i e s .  He c lo se d  down C a th o lic  
new spapers and re v u e s . He earn ed  h im s e lf  an  excom m unication from th e  
V a tic a n . The excom m unication d id  n o t name th e  P r e s id e n t  d i r e c t l y  
b u t  co v ered  th o se  o f f i c i a l s  who had s ig n ed  th e  d e p o r ta t io n  d e c re e s ,
®One h ig h  p r e l a t e  was e s c o r te d  o u t o f  th e  c o u n try  so f a s t  t h a t  
he d id  n o t have tim e to  r e t r i e v e  h is  f a l s e  t e e t h  and had to  be f i t t e d  
w i th  new d e n tu re s  upon a r r i v a l  in  M iami.
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and D u v a lie r  was among them . The am bivalence  w ith  w hich  th i s  was 
c a r r i e d  o u t c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  g r e a t e r  d i s c r e d i t  o f  th e  C a th o lic  
c le rg y  in  H a i t i .^  D u v a l ie r 's  a c t io n  a g a in s t  th e  ch u rch  has n o t o ffen d ed  
th e  H a it ia n  p eo p le  as much as i t  has o ffen d ed  th e  o u ts id e  w o rld , f o r  
th e re  i s  a grow ing re sen tm e n t tow ard  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e a c t io n a r y  a t t i -
I
tu d es  o f  th e  f o r e ig n ,c l e r g y .  D u v a lie r  c o n tin u e s  to  h a ra s s  th e  chu rch  
and in  1964 e x p e lle d  a l l  th e  J e s u i t s ,  c o n v e rted  t h e i r  p r o p e r t ie s  in to  
army b a rra c k s  and a ls o  d e p o rte d  th e  Am erican B ishop , head  o f th e  
E p isc o p a l C hurch. Much o f  th e  a l i e n a t io n  w ith  th e  chu rch  was due to  
th e  vodou c o n tro v e rs y . Under th e  p r e te x t  o f  r e v i t a l i z i n g  th e  " A fric a n  
so u l"  o f  H a i t i ,  D u v a lie r  has g iv e n  a  new d ig n i ty  to  vodou ’and o t c u l t  
a c t i v i t i e s  and he in c lu d e s  vodou p r i e s t s  among h i s  p a r t i s a n s .  He i s  
th e  o n ly  p re s id e n t  to  do so w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  th e  o p e ra -b o u ffe  
Emperor F a u s t in  I ,  in  th e  1 8 5 0 's . .A ll o th e r  c h ie f s  o f  s t a t e  i n c lu ­
d in g  th e  fo u n d ers  o f  th e  n a t io n  have c o n s id e re d  i t  b e n ea th  t h e i r  
d ig n i ty  to  have an y th in g  to  do w ith  vodou. I t  i s  rumored th a t  D u v a lie r  
h im s e lf  p r a c t ic e s  vodou, t h a t  he h o ld s  vodou cerem onies in  th e  p a la c e ,  
t h a t  he  o ffen d ed  an A fr ic a n  d ip lo m at by. i n v i t in g  him to  one o f  th e se  
cerem onies w h ile  d ip lo m a ts  o f  w e s te rn  c o u n tr ie s  w ere n o t in v i t e d .  I t  
seems re a so n a b le  to  b e l ie v e  t h a t .h e  i s  in f lu e n c e d  by c e r t a i n  vodou 
s u p e r s t i t i o u s . I t  i s  a known f a c t  t h a t  he. communicates r e g u la r ly  
w ith  th e  more p o w erfu l vodou p r i e s t s  b u t  in  doing so  he i s  p r im a r i ly  
m o tiv a te d  by p o l i t i c a l  re a so n s . He re c o g n iz e s  in  vodou p r i e s t s
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n a tu r a l  le a d e rs  o f  th e  m asses and u ses  them as  rumor m i l l s .  They have 
sp re ad  th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  Papa Doc, as he l ik e s  to  be c a l l e d  by th e  
m asses, i s  in v u ln e ra b le ^  t h a t  he has been  e s p e c ia l l y  chosen  by th e  
gods to  g u id e  H a i t i ,  even  t h a t  h is  m ag ica l powers caused  th e  o v e r ­
throw  o f  P r e s id e n t  Bosch and th e  a s s a s s in a t io n  o f  P r e s id e n t  Kennedy.
(7) M uzzling th e  I n t e l l i g e n t s i a  and th e  S tu d e n ts : D u v a lie r  who
c o n s id e rs  h im s e lf  a s o c io l o g i s t  a tte m p te d  to  a t t r a c t  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
m il ie u  to  h is  foggy A fro -N eg x o -H a itian  m y s tiq u e . Few w ere fo o le d  and 
th o se  who w ere a t  f i r s t  soon r e a l iz e d  th a t  h i s . id e o lo g y  was n o th in g  
more th a n  a  t h in ly  d is g u is e d  p o l i t i c a l  hoax. Many t r i e d  to  rem ain  
n e u t r a l  and uncom m itted to  th e  regim e as  long as th e y  c o u ld  fu n c t io n  
re a so n a b ly  in  t h e i r  p r o f e s s io n a l  c a p a c i ty .  The i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  o f  
H a i t i ,  w h ile  th e  l e a s t  pow erfu l group in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  sy stem , a r e  
p ro b ab ly  th e  m ost independen t-m inded  and th e  m ost o u tsp o k en . They 
t r i e d  to  r e s i s t  th e  regim e i n d i r e c t l y  b u t  in e v i t a b ly  came to  a h ead - 
on showdown w ith  D u v a lie r . He f i r s t  b ro k e  up th e  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  
Secondary School T e a c h e rs . I n  h is  p o l ic y  o f d is s o lv in g  s y s te m a t ic a l ly  
a l l  p r o f e s s io n a l  o rg a n iz a t io n s ,  he  a ttem p ted  to  b re a k  up th e  U n iv e r s i ty  
S tu d e n t Union in  1960, b u t ra n  in to  s e r io u s  d i f f i c u l t y .  The s tu d e r its  
w ent on s t r i k e  and w ere jo in e d  by h ig h  sch o o l s tu d e n ts  and i t  looked  
as i f  th e  s t r i k e  w ere go ing  to  sp re a d  to  o th e r  s e c to r s .  S t r ik e s  in  
H a i t i  a re  p o l i t i c a l  i l l -o m e n . Many p re s id e n ts  in  th e  p a s t  in c lu d in g  
D u v a lie r1s th re e  p re d e c e sso rs  w ere removed from o f f i c e  by a  g e n e ra l  
s t r i k e .  On th e  p r e te x t  t h a t  th e  s t r i k e  was communist in s p i r e d ,
D u v a lie r  b roke  i t  up b r u t a l l y ,  im p riso n in g  and to r t u r i n g  te e n a g e r s ,
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d is m is s in g  s tu d e n ts  and p ro f e s s o r s  a l i k e ,  and re o rg a n iz e d  th e  u n iv e r ­
s i t y  u n d e r d i r e c t  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l .  He p la c e d  in fo rm ers  among th e  
s tu d e n t  body and f i l l e d  th e  h a r d - to - e n t e r  m ed ica l sc h o o l w ith  th e  
p o o r ly  p re p a re d  sons o f  h is  p a r t i s a n s .  He ex ten d ed  th e  p o l ic y  o f  
d u v a l i e r i z a t io n  to  a l l  s e c to r s  o f  th e  economy w here th e  governm ent 
had some c o n t r o l  w hich r e s u l t e d  in  heavy  d is m is s a ls  among th e  sm a ll 
te c h n ic a l  c ad re s  o f  H a i t i .  Some w ent underground  in  th e  ranks o f  
th e  unem ployed, o th e r s  jo in e d  th e  grow ing exodus a b ro a d .
The H a i t ia n  te c h n ic a l  t a l e n t  o u ts id e  H a i t i  v e ry  p ro b ab ly  
exceeds t h a t  i n s id e .  T h ere  a re  an e s tim a te d  1 ,300  
H a i t ia n  te c h n ic ia n s  o r  te a c h e rs  in  A f r ic a ,  s e v e r a l  in  
th e  U n ited  N a tio n s  and w ork ing  i n  in te r-A m e ric a n  banks 
in  New York, some 200 d o c to rs  in  th e  U .S ., and ab o u t 60 
in  C anada . 8
W hile n o t  a l l  th e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  in  th e  exodus o u t o f  H a i t i  a re  te c h ­
n ic ia n s  o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  th e  l a t t e r  r e p r e s e n t  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  num ber. 
Em bassies a r e  b e s e t  w ith  demands f o r  v i s a s .  In  l a t e  1964, th e  Am erican 
Embassy had a  w a i t in g  l i s t  o f  more th a n  2 ,500  a p p l ic a t io n s  f o r  v is a s  
and p ro c e sse d  an av erag e  o f  25 a  day . A p e rso n  w ith o u t p r i o r i t y  
s t a t u s  has to  w a i t  more th a n  a y e a r  f o r  h is  tu r n  to  come u p . As 
H a it ia n s  say  in  t h e i r  t y p i c a l  humor: " H a it ia n s  d o n 't  need  a v i s a ;
H a i t i  needs a v i s a ! "
( 8 ) O ut-m aneuvering th e  U .S .: D uring  th e  f i r s t  100 y e a rs  o f
H a i t ia n  ind ep en d en ce , th e  U n ited  S ta te s  rem ained l a r g e ly  a lo o f  from  
H a i t ia n  a f f a i r s ,  to  become s in c e  th e  A m erican o c c u p a tio n  o f  1915-34,
8 A1 B u r t, Miami H e ra ld . O c to b er 31 , 1964.
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th e  m ost in v o lv e d  fo re ig n  n a t io n ,  i f  n o t  th e  o n ly  n a t io n  r e a l l y  con­
ce rn ed  ab o u t p o l i t i c a l  developm ents in  H a i t i .  T h ere  i s  an u n sh ak ab le  
c o n v ic t io n  among a r t i c u l a t e  H a i t ia n s  t h a t  becau se  th e  U .S. occu p ied  
H a i t i  f o r  19 y e a r s ,  i t  i s  now re s p o n s ib le  fo r  w h a tev e r h ap p en s.
T here  i s  a  s tro n g  b e l i e f  t h a t  a regim e s ta n d s  by U .S . su p p o r t  and th e  
U .S . S ta te  D epartm ent is  c o n s id e re d  as a  l a t e n t  b u t  p o w erfu l f a c t io n  
in  th e  H a it ia n  p o l i t i c a l  sy stem . T here  i s  some t r u t h  in  t h i s  b e l i e f .  
H a i t i  depends h e a v i ly  on th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .  The U .S . i s  th e  b ig g e s t  
c l i e n t  f o r  H a i t ia n  e x p o r ts ,  r e p re s e n ts  th e  l a r g e s t  f o r e ig n  in v e s t -  
m ents in  H a i t i  w hich  c o n tro ls  th e  few b a s ic  in d u s t r i e s  and p u b l ic  
u t i l i t i e s ;  th e  H a i t ia n  gourde  i s  pegged to  th e  U .S . d o l l a r .  H a i t i  
i s  a ls o  t i e d  to  th e  U.S.; by  im p o rtan t d e b ts  and depends on Am erican 
fo r e ig n  a id  f o r  developm ent. T h is  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  i s  a  lo g ic a l  
so u rc e  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n  fo r  a  H a i t i a n 'c h i e f  o f  s t a t e  t r y in g  to  a s s e r t  
h is  power.
When D u v a lie r  came to  pow er, th e  U .S . was somewhat c o o l to  him 
and d e lay ed  n e g o t ia t in g  w ith  h is  governm ent u n t i l  he s e t t l e d  a  $500,000 
c la im  as an in d em n ity  fo r  a  S y r ia n  m erchan t w ith  Am erican p a s s p o r t  who
o
had been  k i l l e d  d u rin g  th e  t ro u b le d  p e r io d  p re c ed in g  h is  e l e c t i o n .  
D u v a lie r , who had n o t  y e t c o n s o lid a te d  h i s  power, had no o th e r  c h o ice  
b u t accede to  th e  w ish  o f th e  Embassy. By 1959, W ashington f e l t  t h a t
^ D u v a lie r  had p o p u la r  su p p o rt in  t h i s  case  s in c e  th e  p e rso n  in  
q u e s t io n  belonged  to  th e  S y r ia n  m in o r i ty  w hich i s  g e n e r a l ly  r e s e n te d ,  
and l i k e  some o th e r  S y r ia n s , though b o m  and r a i s e d  in  H a i t i ,  had 
ta k en  o u t Am erican c i t i z e n s h ip  f o r  h is  own p r o te c t io n  and c o n se ­
q u e n tly  was an  Am erican on p a p e r  o n ly .
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D u v a lie r  had p roven  h im s e lf  a s t ro n g  p r e s id e n t  and gave open p o l i t i c a l
t
su p p o r t  to  th e  regim e and m ajo r a id  program s w ere s t a r t e d .  The U .S . 
has poured  o v e r $35 m i l l io n  in to  H a i t i  s in c e  1957, much o f  i t  in
o
o u t r i g h t  g r a n ts .  W ith  th e  encouragem ent o f  th e  S ta te  D epartm en t, th e  
E x p o rt-Im p o rt Bank made loans am ounting to  $25 m i l l io n  and th e  I n t e r -  
A m erican D evelopm ent Bank tu rn e d  o v e r $ 3 .5  m i l l i o n .  The U n ited  N a tio n s  
added a n o th e r  $ 4 .8  m i l l i o n  and l e n t  $ 6 .5  m i l l i o n  th ro u g h  th e  I n t e r ­
n a t io n a l  Bank f o r  R e c o n s tru c tio n  and D evelopm ent. T h is  la r g e s s e  
does n o t  in c lu d e  m il l io n s  o f  pounds o f  s u rp lu s  food and o th e r  r e l i e f  
s u p p l ie s .  D u v a lie r  re q u e s te d  and g o t a  U .S . m i l i t a r y  m is s io n  to  
t r a i n  h is  army w hich tu rn e d  o u t to  be n o th in g  more th a n  a  t a c t i c  on 
h i s  p a r t  to  show U .S. ap p ro v a l o f  h is  r e g im e .^  Perhaps th e  S ta te  
D epartm ent was n a iv e  enough to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  D u v a lie r  would be am enable 
to  U .S . gu id an ce  in  s t r a ig h te n in g  o u t th e  c h a o t ic  c o n d it io n s  o f  th e  
c o u n try , b u t D u v a lie r  m eant th e  a id  to  have no s t r i n g s  a t ta c h e d .  He 
w ith s to o d  a l l  p r e s s u r e s ,  in s te a d  h in te d  th a t  th e  a id  was a  p i t t a n c e ,  
t h a t  h i s  c o u n try  needed a  m assive  i n j e c t i o n  o f  money, and th re a te n e d  
to  g e t  i t  from  o th e r  s o u rc e s . He asked  and o b ta in e d  th e  rem oval o f  
A m erican p e rso n n e l- whom he  f e l t  w ere u n f r ie n d ly  to  h is  reg im e.' F iv e  
A m erican am bassadors have been  changed th u s  f a r .  The U .S . became 
in c r e a s in g ly  s u s p ic io u s  o f  th e  m o tiv es  o f  D u v a lie r  and when he- r e ­
e le c te d  h im s e lf  i l l e g a l l y  in  1961, th e  U .S . Government f e l t  t h a t  i t s
■^See a r t i c l e  p u b lis h e d  by th e  o n e -tim e  c h ie f  o f  th e  n a v a l-  
m i l i t a r y  m is s io n  to  H a i t i .  R obert Debs H e in l, J r . ,  " H a i t i  a  Case 
S tudy  in  Freedom ," The New R epub lic  (May 16, 1962), p p . 15-21 .
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su p p o rt o f  th e  D u v a lie r  regim e was em b arra ss in g  to  i t s  w o rld  image 
and s t a r t e d  to  a p p ly  p re s s u re .,  D u v a lie r  r e t a l i a t e d  i n  1962 by w i th ­
h o ld in g  h i s  c r u c i a l  v o te  a t  th e  P u n ta  d e l E s te  O .A .S. co n fe ren ce  
w hich  h e ld  th e  b a la n c e  betw een k eep in g  o r  e x p e l l in g  Cuba from  th e  
In te r-A m erica n  System^ r e le n te d  f o r  th e  p r i c e  Of a j e t  a i r p o r t .  
E x asp e ra ted  th e  U .S . began c u t t in g  o f f  a id ,  and one by one th e  
developm ent program s phased  o u t .  D u v a lie r  e x p e lle d  th e  Am erican m i l i ­
ta r y  m is s io n , now u s e le s s  as a  symbol o f  U .S . s u p p o r t ,  and s t a r t e d  
an a n ti-A m e ric an  cam paign.. He accused  th e  U .S . o f  d is c r im in a t in g  
a g a in s t  a  poor Negro n a t io n  and e x p lo i te d  th e  n a t i o n a l i s t  f e e l in g  o f 
th e  p e o p le  by h in t in g  t h a t  he  had r a th e r  lo s e  U .S . A id th a n  y ie ld  an 
in c h  o f  th e  s o v e re ig n ty  o f  H a i t i .  He p u rp o se ly  c lo se d  h is  eyes on 
th e  l e f t i s t  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  groups and la b o r  un io n s as  a  
means to  w orry  th e  U .S.
D u v a lie r  f e l t  t h a t  he  had a l t e r e d  th e  o ld  i n t e r n a l  
b a la n c e  o f  fo rc e s  in  H a i t i  enough to  be  a b le  to  fa c e  
th e  grow ing h o s t i l i t y  o f  th e  U .S ., whose s u p p o r te r s ,  
a l l i e s ,  and t r a d i t i o n a l  so u rc e s  o f  invo lvem ent in  
H a i t ia n  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  had been  n e u t r a l i z e d .
D u v a lie r  won th e  f i r s t  round in  th e  sen se  t h a t  h i s  feud  w ith  th e
U .S . d id  n o t  weaken h is  p o s i t i o n .  The in e p t i tu d e  w ith  w hich  th e
U .S. S ta t e  D epartm ent han d led  th e  D u v a lie r  regim e won th e  a l i e n a t io n
o f  th e  more i n t e l l i g e n t  s e c to r  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty .  Under th e  excuse
t h a t  d e s p i te  th e  incom petence and ty ran n y  o f  th e  reg im e, D u v a lie r  i s
th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r e s id e n t ,  m a in ta in s  i n t e r n a l  p e ac e , and i s  a n t i -
H -M anigat, o p . c i t . , p .  59.
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com m unist, th e  U .S . to o k  a  w a i t - a n d -s e e  a t t i t u d e  u n t i l  h i s  l e g a l
term  o f  o f f i c e  came to  an end in  May, 1963. Then came th e  second
showdown. The U .S . S ta te  D epartm ent m asterm inded a  s e r i e s  o f
p o l i t i c a l  p re s s u re s  d es ig n ed  to  to p p le  th e  reg im e .
The U .S . /cTid7 e v e ry th in g  s h o r t  o f  fo rc e  to  show i t s  d i s ­
p le a s u re  w ith  th e  way D ic ta to r  F ra n c o is  D u v a lie r  runs 
• H a i t i - - c u t  o f f  a id ,  ev acu a ted  U .S . c i t i z e n s ,  s t a t io n e d  an 
am phibious a s s a u l t  fo r c e  o f f  th e  c o a s t ,  b ro u g h t home i t s  
em bassador and u rg ed  o th e r  hem isphere  n a t io n s  to  do l i k e ­
w is e . But 'P a p a  Doc' D u v a lie r , whose term  as  P r e s id e n t  
sh o u ld  l e g a l ly  have ended on May 15, ig n o re d  a l l  th e  
p r e s s u r e s ,  w h ile  t ig h te n in g  h is  h o ld  on th e  sm a ll C a r ib ­
bean  n a t io n .  L a s t  week th e  U .S . caved in ,  r e c a l l e d  th e  
a s s a u l t  fo rc e  and to ld  i t s  c h a rg ^  d 'a f f a i r e s  in  P o r t - a u -  
P r in c e  to  resum e norm al d ip lo m a tic  r e l a t i o n s .  The 
H a i t ia n  ra d io  crowed o f  D u v a l ie r 's  'tr iu m p h  o f  s t a t e -  
m ansh ip. '^
The Am erican p la n  had f a i l e d .  I t  was s h o r t  s ig h te d  and u n d e re s tim a te d  
D u v a l ie r 's  d e te rm in a tio n  to  s ta y  in  power a t  a l l  c o s t s .
A t th e  p re s e n t  tim e th e  U .S . m a in ta in s  norm al d ip lo m a tic  r e l a t i o n s  
w ith  th e  D u v a lie r  reg im e, f e e l in g  t h a t  in  v iew  o f  H a i t i ' s  p ro x im ity  
to  Cuba i t  i s  in  th e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  th e  U .S . to  have o b se rv e rs  on 
th e  sc e n e . As a H a i t ia n  in fo rm an t s a id :  "The S ta te  D epartm ent s u f ­
f e r in g  o f  ' t h e  communist p s y c h o s is ' s t i l l  f a l l s  f o r  th e  w orn o u t 
t r i c k  o f  L a t in  Am erican d i c t a t o r s  r e p r e s e n t in g  th em selv es  as g r e a t  
enem ies o f  communism." R e c e n tly , D u v a lie r  has made re p e a te d  ap p ea ls  
f o r  th e  resu m p tio n  o f  a id  b u t  h is  a p p e a ls  have rem ained unansw ered .
U .S . o f f i c i a l s  b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e  D u v a lie r  regim e i s  beyond re fo rm  and 
a resu m p tio n  o f  a id  would be w asted . I t  seems th a t  th e  p o l ic y  f o r
■^Time M agazine, June 14, 1963.
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th e  tim e  b e in g  i s  to  w a i t  p a t i e n t l y  f o r  D u v a lie r* s  d e a th . M eanwhile 
a  to k en  $ 2 .3  m i l l i o n  a id  f o r  a  new w a te r  sy stem  f o r  P o r t - a u - P r in c e  
was aw arded. A sm a ll sum to  b e  s u r e ,  b u t i t  s t i l l  r e p r e s e n ts  abou t 
10 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  b u d g e t. I t  i n f u r i a t e s  many H a it ia n s  who 
f e e l  t h a t
I t  i s  a c tu a l ly  b ecau se  o f  t h i s  'b o n e ' w hich  i s  p e r io d i -  
c a l l e d  to s s e d  a t  /E u v a lie rT ’ to  chew on , t h a t  he manages . 
to  s u rv iv e  in  fam in e , b u t s u rv iv e  n o n e th e le s s  to  s a t i s f y  
th e  e x ig e n c ie s  o f  h is  m i l i t i a ,  and th e  a p p e t i t e  o f  h is  
p o l i t i c a l  en to u ra g e  and i t  i s  e s p e c ia l l y  th ro u g h  t h i s  
to k en  a id  c le v e r ly  e x p lo i te d  by th e  r e c e iv e r  and t r a n s ­
la t e d  in to  h is  own p o l i t i c a l  language t h a t  one can  con­
t in u e  to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  h is  governm ent i s  b e in g  h e lp e d , 
th e r e f o r e  backed  and even a p p r o v e d . ^  ^
The p r e s e n t  A m erican am bassador, w ith  h is  p o l ic y  o f  " c o r r e c t  r e l a t i o n s "
de te rm in ed  to  g e t  a lo n g  w ith  D u v a lie r , has made h im s e lf  in c r e a s in g ly
u n p o p u la r w ith  th e  H a i t ia n  p e o p le  o u ts id e  th e  p a r t i s a n s  o f  th e  regim e
and even  w ith  some members o f  h i s  own s t a f f .  M eanwhile D u v a lie r  s t i l l
h a n d le s  th e  U .S . w ith  a p o l ic y  o f  d ip lo m a tic  b la c k m a il . When h u r r ic a n e
F lo r a  h i t  H a i t i  i n  O c to b er 1963 and w en t down in  h i s t o r y  as one o f
th e  m ost d e v a s ta t in g  sto rm s e v e r  to  s t r i k e  th e  w e s te rn  h em isp h ere ,
th e  D u v a lie r  regim e was t o t a l l y  in c a p a b le  o f  h a n d lin g  th e  d i s a s t e r
and tu rn e d  to  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  f o r  h e lp .  The same day an Am erican
p r is o n e r  was re le a s e d  in  P o r t - a u - P r in c e ,  and H a i t i ,  th e  o n ly  n a t io n
in  th e  hem isphere  b e s id e s  Cuba to  w ith h o ld  i t s  s ig n a tu r e  from th e
13Jeune  H a i t i  (New Y o rk ), M arch, 1965. An e x i l e  p u b l ic a t io n .
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14T e s t  Ban T re a ty ,  p roceeded  to  s ig n  i t .  On a n o th e r  o c c a s io n , an 
a g e n t o f  D u v a lie r  a r r e s t e d  i n  Miami f o r  a t te m p tin g  to  s h ip  co n trab an d
I
arms to  h is  c o u n try  was re le a s e d  w ith o u t c h arg es  th e  same day t h a t  a 
group o f  Am erican t o u r i s t s  w ere  r e le a s e d  from a H a i t ia n  j a i l .  D u v a lie r , 
hop ing  th e  S ta t e  D epartm ent w i l l  l i f t  i t s  o f f i c i a l  d isco u rag em en t o f  
t o u r i s t  t r a v e l  to  H a i t i  and hop ing  f o r  resu m p tio n  o f  U .S . a id ,  m ain ­
t a in s  a lobby  in  "Washington and v o te s  f a i t h f u l l y  w ith  th e  U .S. 
in  in t e r n a t io n a l  o rg a n iz a t io n s .  R ecen tly  H a i t i  re v e rse d  i t s  t r a d i t i o n a l  
v o tin g  p o s i t io n  in  th e  U.N. by b e in g  th e  o n ly  Negro n a t io n  to  s ig n  a 
d e c la r a t io n  en d o rs in g  th e  U .S .-B e lg ia n  in te r v e n t io n  i n  th e  Congo. I t  
becomes a p p a re n t t h a t  th e  U .S. S ta te  D epartm ent has n o t  had th e  l a s t  
word y e t  in  h a n d lin g  th e  D u v a lie r  d i c t a to r s h ip ,  much to  i t s  d i s c r e d i t .
As i t  has been  d e m o n s tra ted , D u v a lie r  i s  a t  w ar w ith  e v e ry  t r a ­
d i t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  H a it ia n  s o c ie ty  andl y e t  seems to  have th e  
n a t io n  w e ll  u n d e r h is  c o n t r o l .  O ppression  grew in c r e a s in g ly  s tro n g  
from 1957 to  1961. The y ear 1962 was a  y e a r  o f  g r e a t  te n s io n ,  and 
1963 u sh ered  in  a  r e ig n  o f t e r r o r  w hich  has p a ra ly z e d  th e  c o u n try  
s in c e  and made i t  u n l iv a b le .
4
1. Methods o f  S o c ia l  C o n tro l
Methods o f  s o c ia l  c o n tro l  used  by  D u v a lie r  to  m a in ta in  h im s e lf  
in  power a re  l i f t e d  o u t o f  th e  "w orld  m anual o f  d ic ta to r s h ip "  so  to
■^A y e a r  l a t e r  i n  A ugust, 1964, when h u r r ic a n e  C leo s t ru c k  H a i t i ,  
th e  governm ent re q u e s te d  U.S. h e lp  a g a in  and p rom ptly  r e le a s e d  t h i s  
w r i t e r  who had sp e n t 18 days i n  j a i l  fo llo w in g  h is  a r r e s t  a t  th e  P o r t -  
a u -P r in c e  a i r p o r t  f o r  hav ing  a  l i s t  o f  names o f  H a i t ia n  e x i l e  le a d e rs  
among h is  f i e l d  n o te s .
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sp eak , b u t  ta k e  on n o v e l a s p e c ts  on th e  H a i t ia n  s c e n e . D u v a l ie r 's  
m en to rs a r e  r e p o r te d  to  be M a c h ia v e ll i  and M ustapha Kemal A t ta tu r k .
He s e c r e t l y  adm ired  T r u j i l l o  and has good words f o r  S a la z a r ,  Sukarno 
and N 'krum ah. The te ch n iq u es  o f  c o e rc io n  he employs ran g e  from  th o se  
u sed  in  p r e l i t e r a t e  s o c i e t i e s  to  th o s e  u sed  by th e  f a s c i s t  reg im es 
o f  E urope, and compare fa v o ra b ly  w ith  th o s e  o f  T r u j i l l o .
A f te r  D u v a lie r  d e s tro y e d  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  power b a la n c e  o f  
H a i t ia n  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e ,  d isarm ed  th e  p o p u la tio n  and ou tlaw ed  a l l  
forms o f  a s s o c ia t i o n s ,  he  s e t  up a  more o r  l e s s  e f f e c t i v e  m ach inery  
o f  p ropaganda. F o r th e  10 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  who can  re a d , he 
m uzzled th e  lo c a l  p re s s  and im posed c e n s o rs h ip  on fo r e ig n  p u b l ic a t io n s  
A f te r  c lo s in g  down a l l  th e  new spapers w hich  showed any s ig n  o f  in d e ­
pen d en t o p in io n , he g ra n te d  s u b s id ie s  to  th e  o th e r s  by d i r e c t in g  th e  
governm ent to  buy up th e  m a jo r ity , o f  t h e i r  s u b s c r ip t io n s .  Each 
new spaper i s  a ls o  a ss ig n e d  a governm ent man as a s s i s t a n t  e d i t o r  and 
i s  e x p ec ted  to  p u b l is h  a l l  governm ent p re s s  r e le a s e s  and e d i t o r i a l s  
p re p a re d  i n  th e  p a la c e .  The lo c a l  p r e s s  v ie  w ith  one a n o th e r  in  
s in g in g  D u v a l ie r 's  p r a i s e ,  n e v e r  c r i t i c i z i n g ,  o n ly  rem ain ing  s i l e n t  
a t  t im e s . E x tra v a g a n t com plim ents f o r  m odest ach ievem ents b o rd e r  on 
th e  r id ic u lo u s  e x c e p t t h a t  a t  tim es i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  d e te rm in e  
w h e th er p r a i s e  i s  a  s u b t le  form  o f  m ockery o r  s e r v i l i t y .  To w i t :
G. J .  F ig a ro , th e  man to  whom D u v a lie r  e n t r u s t s  h is  p ropaganda, i s  a 
known "ham" whose e x c u rs io n s  in to  am ateur d ra m a tic s  had made him th e  
lau g h in g  s to c k  o f  P o r t - a u - P r in c e .  I t  i s  th e  consensus o f  o p in io n  t h a t  
h i s  v o ic e  h e a rd  a l l  day long  on th e  r a d io  i s  as p a in f u l  to  th e  e a r s  as
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h is  words a re  i n s u l t in g  to  th e  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  Y et he was d e sc r ib e d
as fo llo w s  by a  lo c a l  new spaper:
The program s o f  th e  'V o ice  o f  th e  R ep u b lic 1 a re  unanim ously  
a p p re c ia te d .  The ch o ice  and th e  s t y l e  o f  th e  e d i t o r i a l s ,  
b o ra  o f  th e  pen o f  th e  Under S e c re ta ry  o f  S ta te  G. J .
F ig a ro  and re a d  by him w ith  such  warm th and w ith  such  an 
a r r e s t i n g  to n e  a re  r e a l l y  p le a s in g .  We ta k e  t h i s  oppor­
tu n i t y  to  p re s e n t  to  ou r c o lle a g u e  and h is  im m ediate 
c o l la b o r a to r s  o u r w arm est c o n g ra tu la t io n s .1 5
W ith  re g a rd  to  c e n so rsh ip  o f  fo re ig n  p u b l ic a t io n s ,  th e  low-
e d u c a tio n a l  le v e l  o f  th e  c le r k s  employed a t  t h a t  ta s k  makes th e  s e r v ic e
n o to r io u s ly  incom peten t and to  re s o lv e  th e  p rob lem , s to r e s  s e l l i n g
th e s e  p u b l ic a t io n s  a re  made a cc o u n ta b le  f o r  any o m iss io n s . S in ce
D u v a lie r  i s  conv inced  t h a t  th e re  i s  an i n te r n a t io n a l  c o n sp ira c y
a g a in s t  him , sy m p a th e tic  a r t i c l e s  about th e  c o u n try  a r e  no lo n g e r
e x p e c te d , so t h a t  any f e a tu r e s  d e a lin g  w ith  H a i t i  a re  a u to m a tic a l ly
c l ip p e d  o u t .
The ra d io  does n o t f a r e  much b e t te r . .  Radio s t a t i o n s  e x e r c is e  
s e l f - c e n s o r s h ip  and now m ost o f  them have ceased  b ro a d c a s tin g  news 
f o r  f e a r  o f  making a  m is ta k e  and d is p le a s in g  th e  governm ent. Even 
on fo re ig n  news th e  s t a t i o n s  a re  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  in fo rm in g  th em selv es  
f i r s t  o f  th e  g o v ern m en t's  l in e  and more o f te n  l im i t  them selves to  
re a d in g  th e  lo c a l  new spapers o v e r th e  a i r .  I t  goes w ith o u t say in g  
t h a t  co n tin u o u s  p r a i s e  o f  D u v a lie r  as w e l l  as c a ly p so  s t y l e  m usic 
w ith  l y r i c s  e x to l l i n g  D u v a l ie r 's  love f o r  peace a re  th e  o rd e r  o f 
th e  d ay . D u v a l ie r 's  speeches a r e  re b ro a d c a s t  f r e q u e n t ly .  H is
^ L e  M atin  ( P o r t - a u - P r in c e ) ,  June 3 , 1962.
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p o l i t i c a l  su c c e ss  i s  n o t  b a se d  on h is  a b i l i t y  to  move th e  m asses by
fo rc e _ o f w o rd s . He i s  an i n e f f e c t iv e  sp ea k e r w ith  a  slow , n a s a l ,
i n a r t i c u l a t e  v o ic e .  H is speeches a re  f i l l e d  w i th  th e  u s u a l  fog  o f
demagogic id e o lo g ic a l  ja rg o n  ex p ec ted  o f  m ost d i c t a t o r s  e x c e p t t h a t
p r a c t i c a l l y  no one u n d e rs ta n d s  w hat he s a y s ,-  even th e  sm a ll m in o r ity
who u n d e rs ta n d  F rench  and have enough e d u c a tio n  to  d e c ip h e r  th e
d u v a l i e r i s t  te rm in o lo g y . To i l l u s t r a t e :
. . . H a i t i  can  and m ust s u rv iv e ,  p ro v id in g  t h a t  a c h ie f  
a c c e p ts  w ith o u t h e s i t a t i o n  th e  c r u c i f ix io n  o f  th e  h i s t o r y  
o f  th e  p r e s e n t  moment and o f th e  h i s t o r y  o f  tomorrow to  
espouse  among a l l  th e  g r e a t  con tem porary  human c a l l s ,  
c r e a to r s  o f  ev en ts  and o f  t r a n s fo rm a tio n s ,  th e  ones as 
c a p t iv a t in g  and t r o u b l in g  as th e  o th e r s ,  to  e sp o u se , I
sa y , th e  m ajo r problem s t h a t  th e  H a i t ia n  man m ust r e s o lv e
h im s e lf  in  fu n c t io n  o f  h is  own e x is te n c e  in  l i b e r t y . ^
S in ce  th e  language  o f  th e  mass m edia i s  F ren ch , propaganda re a ch e s
o n ly  th e  10-15 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  who can  u n d e rs ta n d  t h a t
lan g u ag e . F u rth e rm o re , th e  c o n te n t  i s  so  obnox ious, b o rin g  and
p u e r i l e ,  t h a t  i t  fo o ls  v e ry  few and i s  th e r e f o r e  a  l im i te d  i f  n o t
in e f f e c t iv e  form  o f  p ro p ag an d a. F o r t h a t  re a so n , D u v a lie r  r e l i e s  on
^ P r e s i d e n t i a l  S ta te  o f  th e  Union M essage, Ja n u a ry  2 , 1962. 
( t r a n s l a t i o n  m in e ). " . . . H a i t i  p e u t e t  d o i t  s u r v iv r e ,  a  l a  c o n d it io n  
q u 'u n  c h e f a c c e p te  san s  d e f a i l l a n c e  l a  c r u c i f ix io n  de l ' h i s t o i r e  du 
Moment p r e s e n t  e t  de l ' h i s t o i r e  de Demain pour e p o u se r , parm i to u s  le s  
g rands ap p e ls  humains co n tem p o ra in s , g e n i te u r s  d 'evenem en ts  e t  de 
tra n s fo rm a tio n s  a u s s i  c a p t iv a n ts  e t  t r o u b la n ts  l e s  uns que l e s  a u t r e s ,  
pour ep o u se r d l s - J e ,  le s  problem es m ajeu rs  que l'homme h a i t i e n  d o i t  
reso u d tfe i lui-m em e en fo n c t io n  de son  e x is te n c e  p ro p re , dans l a  l i b e r t e . . . "
Jeune H a i t i  in  i t s  M arch, 1965 is s u e  spoo fed  th e  o b scu re  lin g u o  
o f  th e  regim e in  a  mock a d v e r tis e m e n t:  HELP WANTED: U n ited  N a tio n s
lo o k in g  f o r  t r a n s l a t o r  speech  H a i t ia n  D e le g a tio n ; new language 
p a t r io t ic o - h is to r i c - e th n o lo g ic o - m y s t ic o - p h i lo s o p h ic o - e s o te r i c  o f  th e  
in d igenous sc h o o l o f  Doc w hich escap es  th e  com prehension o f  o rd in a ry  
t r a n s l a t o r s .  The F ren ch  Academy d e c l in e s  a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .
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th e  much more e f f e c t i v e  to o l  o f  th e  rum or m i l l .  The rumor m i l l  o r  
t e l e - d j o l  ( d jo l  i s  c r e o le  f o r  th e  F ren ch  g u eu le  »  an im al m outh) i s  a 
p e c u l i a r  H a i t ia n  i n s t i t u t i o n  w o rth y  o f  m en tio n . I n  a  c o u n try  w here 
90 p e rc e n t ' o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  i s  i l l i t e r a t e ,  w here te le p h o n e s  and 
te le g ra p h s  fu n c t io n  o n ly  s p o r a d ic a l ly ,  w here th e r e  i s  one ra d io  p e r  
1 , 0 0 0  in h a b i t a n t s ,  i t  i s  e x tr a o rd in a ry  how f a s t  a  rum or can s p re a d .
By im p la n tin g  a  rumor in  th e  r i g h t  c h a n n e l, w i th in  h o u rs  i t  can  make 
th e  rounds o f  P o r t - a u -P r in c e  and in  tw e n ty -fo u r  hou rs th e  w hole 
r e p u b l ic .  Of co u rse  th e  ammor i s  much e m b e llish e d  and d i s t o r t e d  
by th e  tim e  i t  i s  p a sse d  down from  p e rso n  to  p e rso n . T h is  e x t r a ­
o rd in a ry  f e a t  has im p ressed  ev ery  f o r e ig n e r  who h as  l iv e d  i n  H a i t i .  
D u v a lie r  sends waves o f  f e a r  th ro u g h  th e  p o p u la t io n  by s t a r t i n g  a  
rumor and th e n  when th e  e f f e c t  i s  o b ta in e d , a  c o u n te r-ru m o r. F o r 
in s ta n c e ,  i t  i s  s a id  t h a t  he  has s t a r t e d  rumors o f  p lo t s  a g a in s t  him 
and th e n  u sed  t h i s  p r e t e x t  to  r e p re s s  b r u t a l l y  some o f  h is  p o l i t i c a l  
enem ies to  show th e  p o p u la t io n  how s tro n g  he i s .  He u ses  th e  same 
ch an n e l o f  com m unication to  im press  upon th e  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  m asses 
t h a t  he  com m unicates w ith  th e  o c c u l t  and vodou go d s. W hile t h i s  has 
a  ten d en cy  to  d i s c r e d i t  him w ith  e d u ca te d  H a it ia n s  and on th e  i n t e r ­
n a t io n a l  s c e n e , he i s  so d i s c r e d i t e d  among th e s e  g roups a t  th e  p r e s e n t  
tim e th a t  he i s  more concerned  w ith  k eep in g  th e  m asses in t im id a te d .
A nother propaganda d e v ic e  re m in is c e n t o f  t r u j i l l i s m  i s  th e  
g e n e ra l  p e r s o n a l i t y  c u l t .  P ic tu r e s  o f D u v a lie r  a r e  p la s t e r e d  e v e ry ­
w h ere , as w e ll  as th e  s lo g an s  o f  th e  reg im e. H a i t ia n  p a p e r  f la g s  a re  
d i s t r i b u t e d  by th e  thousands w ith  h is  p i c tu r e  in  th e  c e n te r ,  and ad o rn
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ev ery  vodou tem p le , c la s s  room s, and s e m i-p u b lic  p la c e s  i n  a l l  
c o m e rs  o f  th e  r e p u b l ic .  T h e re  i s  a  p ic tu r e  o f  J e su s  C h r is t  r e s t i n g  
h i s  hand on D u v a l ie r 's  s h o u ld e r  w ith  a  c a p tio n  re a d in g :  " I  have
chosen  T h ee ."  I n  th e  c a p i t a l ,  th e re  a re  b ig  neon s ig n s  w ith  h is  name 
and e x c e rp ts  from  h is  speeches such a s :  "Imam th e  H a i t ia n  F la g , one 
and i n d i v i s i b l e . "  H is name i s . l in k e d  w ith  th e  h e ro e s  o f  in d ependence . 
Radio s t a t i o n  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  b reak s  add a f t e r  t h e i r  c a l l  l e t t e r s :
" H a i t i  th e  f a th e r la n d  o f  D e ssa lin e s  th e  L ib e r a to r ,  C h ris to p h e  th e  
E m ancipato r, P e t io n  th e  P a n -A m erican is t, and F ra n c o is  D u v a lie r  th e  
R en o v a to r."  The new la b o r  and r u r a l  codes b e a r  h is  name. The fo rm er 
tow n o f  C ab a re t has been  renamed D u v a l ie r v i l l e ,  a new h o u sin g  p r o j e c t  i s  
c a l l e d  cite Simone D u v a lie r , a f t e r  h i s  w ife .-  S logans a re  f u l l  o f  
d u v a l ie r is m s : "The D u v a l ie r i s t  P e a c e ,"  " D u v a lie r  o r  d e a th ! " ,  and
th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  has bestow ed upon him  th e  t i t l e  o f  "R enovato r o f  th e  
F a th e r la n d ,"  "C h ie f  o f  th e  R e v o lu tio n ."  A lso  w orthy  o f  n o te  a re  th e  
"sp o n tan eo u s"  m a n ife s ta t io n s  o f  p o p u la r i ty  f o r  th e  reg im e . Thousands 
o f  po o r p easan ts , and slum  d w e lle rs  a r e  rounded up a t  a  m om ent's n o t i c e ,  
u nder t h r e a t s ,  to  c r e a te  th e  crowds n e c e s sa ry  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r a l l i e s .  
P e a sa n ts  a r e  tru c k e d  in  from a l l  o v e r th e  c o u n try  f o r  th e  annual 
Hay 22 commemoration o f  D u v a l ie r 's  r e e l e c t i o n ,  to  c r e a te  m assive  
d em o n stra tio n s  o f  fak ed  p o p u la r  s u p p o r t .  A p o l i t i c a l  f a r c e  o f  su ch  
m agnitude seems in c r e d ib le  u n le s s  one remembers t h a t  th e  ab su rd  
p a g ea n try  o f  th e  D u v a lie r  regim e p ro v id e s  f o r  th e  m asses a  sen se  o f  
e x c ite m e n t, w hich i s  a r e le a s e  from th e  m ise ry  o f  t h e i r  d a i ly  l i v e s .  
B esid es  th e  p ro s p e c t o f  a  f r e e  t r i p  to  th e  c a p i t a l  th e y  a re  g iv en  th e
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i l l u s i o n  t h a t  th e y  a re  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e  in  n a t io n a l  
l i f e .  I t  i s  p a th e t i c  to  se e  th e  wondrous look  on th e  fa c e s  o f  th e  
l ik e a b le  H a i t ia n  p e a s a n try ,  o b e d ie n t ly  s in g in g , a p p lau d in g  and 
s h o u tin g , i n t e r r u p t in g  s tu f f y  F rench  sp eech es  a t  th e  wrong p la c e s ;  
i t  i s  p a th e t i c  to  see  them b e in g  duped so g ro te s q u e ly .
D i s t r u s t f u l  o f  h is  e n to u ra g e , D u v a lie r  u ses  th e  m ethod o f  
d iv id e  and r u l e ,  p la y in g  one f a c t io n  a g a in s t  a n o th e r , and r e s h u f f le s  
h i s  f a v o r i t e s  f r e q u e n t ly .  He has a  p o l ic y  o f  se lf-co m m itm en t. 
N e u tra ls ,a n d  m odera tes  a re  u n d er s u s p ic io n .  To be t r u s t e d  n e c e s s i ­
t a t e s  com prom ising o n e s e l f  by open a c t s  in  su p p o rt o f  th e  reg im e. 
D u v a lie r  p re s s u re s  h i s  p a r t i s a n s  to  in v o lv e  them selves d e ep ly  and 
_ to  be th e  accom plices o f  th e  re g im e 's  e x c e sse s  so t h a t  i f  he f a l l s  
th e y  w i l l  f a l l  w ith  him . T h e re fo re  i t  i s  to  t h e i r  ad v an tag e  to  f i g h t  
f o r  th e  m ain ten an ce  o f  D u v a lie r . L uckner Cambronne, one o f  D u v a l ie r 's  
c lo s e s t  c o n f id a n ts  whose crim es have made him a  m arked man s a id  a t  
a  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s io n  in  1963: "T here  a re  t r a i t o r s  among u s .  "We
m ust s a c r i f i c e  e v e ry th in g  f o r  th e  D u v a l ie r i s t  R ev o lu tio n  even  i f  you 
have to  k i l l  your w ife  and your c h i ld r e n ."  The t r a i t o r s ,  a cc o rd in g  to  
him , a r e  th e  p a s s iv e  s u p p o r te rs  o f th e  regim e such  as th e  governm ent 
w orkers who know th e y  w i l l  lo s e  t h e i r  jo b s  i f  D u v a lie r  f a l l s .  How­
e v e r , th e y  a ls o  know th a t  th ey  w i l l  have to  c o n tin u e  l i v in g  in  H a i t i  
w ith  th o s e  who have s u f f e r e d  from  th e  regim e and th e r e f o r e  a re  c a r e ­
f u l  to  av o id  as much as th e y  can th e  power w ie ld e r s  o f  th e  reg im e and 
do t h e i r  job  q u ie t l y  so as  n o t to  g e t  to o  in v o lv e d . T hese a re  th e  
p eo p le  who warn opponents o f  im m inent a r r e s t .
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A nother m ethod used  to  keep p eo p le  in  l i n e  i s  in t im id a t io n .  How­
e v e r ,  in t im id a t io n  i s  an o ld  H a it ia n  game and  p a r t  o f  th e  H a itia n  
tem peram ent. S e rio u s  t h r e a t s  a re  q u ic k ly  fo r g o t te n  by th o se  who make 
them and d ism isse d  l i g h t l y  by th o se  who r e c e iv e  them. T h re a ts  a re  
g e n e r a l ly  answ ered by c o u n te r - th r e a t s  and i t  becomes a s o r t  o f  power 
c o n te s t .  When i t  in v o lv e s  p o l i t i c s  under th e  D u v a lie r  reg im e , th e  
consequences a re  more s e r io u s .  Today, in t im id a t io n s  q u ic k ly  d e te r io r a te  
in to  b la c k m a il ,  f a l s e  d e n o u n c ia tio n s , and a r r e s t .  To be a r r e s t e d  fo r  
p o l i t i c a l  re a so n s  in  H a i t i  i s  so common th a t  th e re  i s  even a s o r t  o f  
s t a t u s  a t ta c h e d  to  th e  p e rso n  who has managed to  g e t o u t a l i v e .
As fo r  r e p r i s a l s ,  th ey  a r e  g e t t i n g  in c re a s in g ly  b a r b a r ic .  The 
day th a t  i t  becomes p o s s ib le  to  a s s e s s  th e  number o f p eo p le  who have 
been im p riso n ed , t o r t u r e d ,  m urdered o r who have sim ply  d is a p p e a re d , a t  
th e  hand o f  th e  D u v a lie r  reg im e , th e r e  i s  l i t t l e  doubt th a t  h is  regim e 
w i l l  go down as  th e  b lo o d ie s t  d ic t a to r s h ip  in  th e  a n n a ls  o f  H a it ia n  
h i s t o r y .  Those who in c u r  th e  p r e s id e n t i a l  w ra th  b u t manage to  escap e  
w i l l  f in d  t h e i r  f a m il ie s  v ic t im  o f  h is  rev en g e . T his i s  one o f th e  most 
e f f e c t i v e  to o ls  o f  s o c ia l  c o n tro l  D u v a lie r  has in  a s o c ie ty  where fam ily  
t i e s  a re  so m ean in g fu l. A p e rso n  w i l l  th in k  tw ic e  b e fo re  en d an g erin g  
h is  fa m ily . An i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f t h i s  i s  th e  vengeance D u v a lie r  took  
on th e  fam ily  o f  an army o f f i c e r  he su sp e c ted  a s  th e  c u l p r i t  in  th e  
p lo t  to  a s s a s s in a te  h is  c h i ld re n  in  A p r i l ,  1963. The P r e s id e n t 's  
c h i ld r e n  escap ed  unharmed b u t t h e i r  bodyguard and c h a u ffe u r  were 
k i l l e d .  I t  seemed t h a t  o n ly  a sh arp  sh o o te r  c o u ld  have done t h i s  f e a t  
under th e  d i f f i c u l t  c o n d it io n s  o f  th e  crim e. D u v a lie r  im m ediately
th o u g h t o f  L t .  B e n o it ,  th e n  in  p o l i t i c a l  asylum  in  th e  Dom inican Embassy 
and in  s p i t e  o f  th e  overwhelm ing p ro o f  t h a t  no one had l e f t  th e  em bassy, 
he s e n t  h i s  to n to n  m acoutes to  th e  home o f  th e  B e n o it fa m ily . A f te r  
k i l l i n g  th e  l ie u te n a n t* s  m o th er, h i s  c h i l d ,  a woman v i s i t o r  and th e  
s e r v a n ts ,  th e y  sp ray ed  w a te r on th e  a d ja c e n t  h o u se s , th e n  s e t  f i r e  to  
th e  B en o it home. The m o n strousness o f  th e  crim e shocked everyone in  
H a i t i  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  o u ts id e  w orld  and n e a r ly  s t a r t e d  a war w ith  th e  
Dominican R ep u b lic . N e v e r th e le s s ,  i t  p a ra ly z e d  p e o p le  w ith  f e a r  and 
was th u s  an e f f e c t i v e  d ev ice  fo r  r e p r e s s io n .  More r e c e n t ly  th e  80 
y e a r o ld  c r ip p le d  m other o f D u v a lie r* s  e x -m in is te r  o f  e d u c a tio n , now 
an im p o r ta n t r e b e l  le a d e r  in  e x i l e ,  was yanked o u t o f  a h o s p i t a l  and 
in c a r c e r a te d  in  F o r t  Dimanche, th e  d read ed  p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n .  The 
f a m il ie s  and d i s t a n t  r e l a t i v e s  o f  a group o f  young e x i le s  whose in v a s io n  
was d e fe a te d  in  November, 1964, w ere m assac red , in c lu d in g  a b ab y , and 
one fam ily  was f i r s t  m arched naked th ro u g h  th e  s t r e e t s .  The two cap ­
tu re d  s u rv iv o rs  o f  th e  r e b e l  fo rc e  w ere condemned to  d e a th  and t h e i r  
p u b lic  e x e c u tio n  was te l e v i s e d .  To g u a ra n te e  a crowd f o r  th e  e v e n t ,  
p eo p le  were b ro u g h t in  by t r u c k s ,  sc h o o ls  w ere l e t  o u t ,  and governm ent 
w orkers were re q u e s te d  to  a t te n d  th e  e x e c u tio n  and th e n  m arched in
f r o n t  o f th e  N a tio n a l P a la ce  to  g iv e  D u v a lie r  an o v a tio n .
*
P e rio d s  o f  in te n s e  r e p re s s io n s  a r e  g e n e r a l ly  fo llo w ed  by s t r a n g e  
l u l l s  d u rin g  w hich n o th in g  seems to  happen . T his i s  a n o th e r  e f f e c t i v e  
p s y c h o lo g ic a l d e v ice  fo r  i t  r e la x e s  th e  g e n e ra l  te n s io n  and a ro u se s  
f a l s e  hopes o f  p o s s ib le  c o e x is te n c e  w ith  th e  d i c t a t o r  in  th o se  who 
o th e rw ise  m igh t be d r iv e n  to  f r a n t i c  a c ts  o f  r e b e l l i o n  sim ply  o u t o f
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d e s p a ir .
D u v a lie r  has l e t  i t  be known d u rin g  th e  May, 1963 c r i s i s ,  when 
th e re  were b o th  n a t io n a l  and in t e r n a t io n a l  p re s s u re s  to  u n s e a t him , 
t h a t  "God a lo n e  co u ld  remove h im ,"  and th a t  sh o u ld  he f a l l ,  h i s  th ugs 
would m assacre  a l l  w h ite s  and m u la tto e s  in  th e  c o u n try , th e  e a r th  would 
be s c o rc h e d , t h a t  th e re  would be "h im a lay as  o f  c o rp se s "  and t h a t  " flam es 
would be seen  a s  f a r  away as Berm uda." The U n ited  S ta te s  d id  n o t d i s ­
m iss h i s  t h r e a t s  as  th o se  o f a madman, fo r  i t  was o n ly  to o  obvious t h a t  
he would be c ap ab le  o f  o rd e r in g  such a m assacre  and  th e  U .S . S ta te  
D epartm ent co u ld  n o t be c e r t a i n  t h a t  h i s  thugs would n o t c a r ry  i t  o u t. 
^T herefore th e  U .S . p ro ceed ed  c a u t io u s ly  to  a v e r t  a p o s s ib le  b lood
i
'b a th  and D u v a lie r  d e fe a te d  a l l  e f f o r t s  made to  remove him , even though 
he deg raded  h i s  n a t io n  by such b a r b a r ic  t h r e a t s .
I t  i s  s a id  t h a t  D u v a lie r  i s  a H a i t ia n  o f  r e c e n t  o r i g i n ,  th a t ,  h is  
f o r e f a th e r s  came from M a r tin iq u e . I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  h is  fa m ily  a lo n e  
c a r r i e s  th e  name D u v a lie r  in  H a i t i  and th a t  he has few r e l a t i v e s .
Some H a it ia n s  i n t e r p r e t  t h i s  f a c t  by p o in t in g  o u t t h a t  u n l ik e  o th e r  
p r e s id e n ts  he does n o t have a la r g e  ex ten d ed  fa m ily  to  e x e r t  s o c ia l  
c o n tr o l  over him , t h a t  fo r  in s ta n c e  sh o u ld  P r e s id e n t  M ag lo ire  have 
a c te d  l i k e  D u v a lie r , h i s  godm other o r an  u n c le  from  h is  home town 
would have come to  see  him in  th e  p a la c e  and in  ty p ic a l  H a i t ia n  
in f o r m a l i ty  would have to ld  him: "Mon c h e r , you a r e  th e  P r e s i d e n t , _
you can n o t do t h i s , "  and th a t  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e s p e c t  and lo y a l ty  to  
th e  fa m ily  would have a so b e r in g  e f f e c t .
D u v a lie r  knows th a t  h is  p eo p le  a re  d e fe n s e le s s ,  t h a t  h is  p a r t i s a n s
I
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a re  d iv id e d  a g a in s t  each o th e r  and  t h a t  h i s  a s s a s s in a t io n  a lo n e  would 
remove th e  c o rn e r  s to n e  and make th e  reg im e c o l la p s e .  He i s  so  w e ll  
guarded  th a t  on h is  r a r e  v e n tu re s  o u ts id e  th e  p a la c e  a w hole army i s  
.m o b ilized  to  p r o te c t  him; even a n t i - a i r c r a f t  weapons a r e  ta k e n  a lo n g .
He i s  alw ays armed and even h is  c lo s e  p a r t i s a n s  a re  d isarm ed  b e fo re  
th ey  e n te r  th e  s a n c t i t y  o f h is  o f f i c e .  He ta k e s  g r e a t  p re c a u tio n s  
a g a in s t  p o s s ib le  p o iso n in g . The d is p la y  o f arms when he a p p ea rs  in  
p u b l ic  i s  enough to  make a w ould-be a s s a s s in  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i t  would 
mean s e lf - im m o la tio n  to  k i l l  D u v a lie r . Should  D u v a lie r  d ie ,  he  e x p ec ts  
r a th e r  u n r e a l i s t i c a l l y  t h a t  h is  s e l f - e f f a c i n g  w ife  w i l l  ta k e  o v e r , 
f o r  th e r e  i s  no second in  command. In d e e d , many H a i t ia n s  have p in n ed  
a l l  t h e i r  hopes on th e  d ea th  o f D u v a lie r . He i s  in  poor h e a l t h ,  b u t 
o n ly  58 y e a rs  o lddand has o u t l iv e d  a m ajo r h e a r t  a t t a c k  and s e v e ra l  
p lo ts  a g a in s t  h is  l i f e .  In  th e  meantim e he has used  and i s  s t i l l  
u s in g  a wide range o f  s o c ia l  c o n tr o l  d ev ice s  to  dom inate H a i t ia n  l i f e .
2. The D u v a lie r  Program and Accom plishm ent
An o b je c t iv e  a n a ly s is  o f  D u v a l ie r 's  propaganda and sp eech es  le a d s  
to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  th e  s o - c a l l e d  " D u v a l i e r i s t  R ev o lu tio n "  s ta n d s  
fo r  n o th in g . I t  i s  b u t a c o n t in u a t io n  o f  th e  H a it ia n  p o l i t i c a l  t r a d i ­
t io n  by new men w ith  th e  same o ld  id e a s .  I t  i s  a lm o st h o p e le s s  to  seek  
ou t any p o l i t i c a l  p r in c ip le s  to  which D u v a lie r  has ad h ered  c o n s i s t e n t ly .  
He h as  no id e o lo g y , no co h e ren t d o c tr in e  o f  h i s  own, ex ce p t c l ic h e s  
and g e n e r a l i t i e s  ab o u t b la c k  n a tio n a lis m  and a "New" H a i t i .
B lack  n a tio n a lis m  in  th e  hands o f th e  D u v a lie r  regim e becomes a 
s o r t  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  d e fen se  mechanism m asking a c o l l e c t i v e  i n f e r i o r i t y
com plex. I t  t r a n s l a t e s  i t s e l f  in  a "we a re  a poor b u t in d ep en d en t 
Negro n a t io n "  ty p e  o f  r a t i o n a l i t y .  He e x h o r ts  H a it ia n  p r id e  in  th e  
g lo r i e s  o f  th e  war o f  independence and th e  ach ievem ent o f  th e  n a t io n a l  
h e ro es  o f  160 y e a rs  a g o . ^  In  h is  s e a rc h  f o r  n e g r i tu d e  (N eg ro -n ess) 
he has f o s te r e d  b la c k  ra c ism .
As fo r  b u i ld in g  th e  "New" H a i t i ,  th e  " D u v a l ie r i s t  r e v o lu t io n "  
has been a r e v o lu t io n  o f d escend ing  e x p e c ta t io n .  In  th e  f i r s t  days 
o f  h i s  re g im e , he had e la b o r a te  p la n s ,  b lu e  p r i n t s  and m aq u e ttes  w hich 
he showed w ith  p r id e  to  v i s i t i n g  j o u r n a l i s t s .  Then he p re s id e d  over 
an  em b arra ss in g  s e r i e s  o f  a b o r t iv e  ground b re a k in g  cerem onies fo r  
p r o je c t s  w hich n ev er w ent beyond t h a t  s ta g e .  He ad m its  t h a t  he has 
n o t " y e t"  been a b le  to  p u t h is  p la n s  to  e x e c u tio n  becau se  o f  h is
p o l i t i c a l  enem ies and la c k  o f fu n d s , t h a t  " th e  co u n try  i s  e x h au s te d  by
m ise ry , hunger and n u d i ty ."  Every H a i t ia n  was in  ag reem ent w ith  him 
when he made th a t  s ta te m e n t.  I t  i s  th e  consensus o f a l l  H a i t ia n s  
young and o ld ,  from th e  m asses to  th e  e l i t e ,  t h a t  in  t h e i r  l i f e  tim e 
they  have n ev er seen  th e  co u n try  in  th e  s t a t e  th a t  i t  i s .  i n  to d a y . 
M is s io n a r ie s  say  t h a t  p eo p le  who would have been  in s u l t e d  to  r e c e iv e
a food handou t a few y e a rs  back , now sneak  in  a t  n ig h t  so  as  n o t  to  be
seen  to  r e c e iv e  a p l a t e  o f  food. I t  i s  n o t p o s s ib le  to  w alk  down th e
'■^A H a it ia n  in fo rm an t s a id :  "No doubt th e  f a th e r s  o f  our in d e ­
pendence would tu r n  in  t h e i r  g rav es  i f  th e y  saw how t h e i r  r e v o lu t io n  
has been b e tra y e d . I t  i s  p a th e t ic  t h a t  we have to  rem ind o u rs e lv e s  
c o n s ta n t ly  o f  our p a s t  g re a tn e s s  in  o rd e r  to  m esm erize o u rs e lv e s  and 
h id e  from our view th e  p re s e n t  ch ao s . We g l o r i f y  them fo r  w hat e l s e  
do we have to  show th e  w orld  w ith  p r id e :  o n ly  th e  p a s t  n o th in g  in  th e
p r e s e n t ."
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s t r e e t s  o f  P o r t- a u -P r in c e  w ith o u t b e in g  fo llo w ed  by ho rd es  o f  begg ing  
c h i ld r e n  and  a d u l t s .  S igns o f  decay a re  everyw here from th e  u n re p a ire d  
s t r e e t s ,  to  th e  crum bling  houses to  th e  n o n -fu n c tio n in g  p u b lic  u t i l i ­
t i e s .  M eanw hile, th e  D u v a lie r  regim e spends 60 p e rc e n t o f  th e  b u dget 
bn th e  m i l i t a r y  and m i l i t i a  and new ta x e s  a r e  in tro d u c e d  c o n s ta n t ly  
m aking H a i t i  one o f  th e  h ig h e s t  ta x ed  n a tio n s  in  th e  hem isphere . A 
v i s i t i n g  A fr ic a n  d ip lo m at rem arked r e c e n t ly :  " I f  in  50 y e a rs  my
co u n try  i s  in  a c o n d it io n  l i k e  t h i s ,  I  would w ish  th a t  we had n ev er
18won ou r in d ep en d en ce ."  Those who can do so le a v e  th e  c o u n try . The
o th e r s ,  lo o k in g  a t  D u v a l ie r 's  m o tto es  p la s t e r e d  everyw here: "S u rv iv e
i n  D ig n i ty ,"  "The D u v a l ie r i s t  P e a c e ,"  a re  s i l e n t l y  l i v in g  w ith o u t w ork,
w ith o u t fo o d , w ith o u t hope and as  H a it ia n s  say : " l i v e  w ith o u t l i f e . "
Q uoting  a c la n d e s t in e  new spaper:
The D u v a l ie r i s t  peace? Yes s u re ly  th e re  i s  one, w ith  many 
fa c e s :  th e  s i l e n t  peace  o f  stom achs w ith o u t food , th e
p eace  o f  l i f e l e s s  to r t u r e d  b o d ie s ;  th e  peace  o f in s a n i ty ,  
th e  peace  o f d e a th . Here i s  yo u r D u v a l ie r i s t  p e ac e , t h i s  
r o t t e n  peace w hich i s  go ing  to  exp lode  one day in  th e  
l i g h t  o f  j u s t i c e .^
T r u j i l l o ' s  d ic t a to r s h ip  in  th e  Dominican R epub lic  was a s  r u th l e s s  
and a s  t e r r o r i z i n g  as  th e  D u v a lie r  reg im e . N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e  c o u n try  
im proved under h is  i r o n - f i s t e d  r u l e .  A p o lo g is ts  fo r  T r u j i l l o  can 
p o in t .o u t  t h a t  b e fo re  h is  a d v e n t, t h e i r  c o u n try  had a low er s ta n d a rd  o f
•^ R ich a rd  E der, " H a i t i—Land o f th e  'B ig  T o n to n s , '"  The New York 
Times M agazine. Jan u a ry  24, 1965, p . 62.
19H a i t i  Demain ( P o r t - a u - P r in c e ) ,  A ugust, 1962. (C la n d e s tin e  news­
l e t t e r  a t t r i b u t e d  to  th e  communist p a r ty  o f  H a i t i . )
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l iv in g  th a n  H a i t i  and now has a f i n e  netw ork o f ro a d s , p u b l ic  u t i l i t i e s ,  
s c h o o ls ,  the  b e g in n in g  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and a p e r  c a p i t a  income o f 
$226 v e rs u s  $70 fo r  H a i t i .  A p o lo g is ts  fo r  th e  D u v a lie r  reg im e can 
p o in t  t o  n o th in g  ta n g ib le  to  a t t e n u a te  th e  heavy p r i c e  o f d e sp o tism .
Not o n ly  has, H a i t i  s ta g n a te d  under th e  D u v a lie r  reg im e b u t ,  ev ery  
a s p e c t  o f  H a it ia n  l i f e  has r e g re s s e d .
The accom plishm ent o f  D u v a lie r  can be summarized v e ry  s im p ly : 
he has devoted  r e l e n t l e s s  energy  i n  k eep ing  h im s e lf  in  pow er.
C. The Consequences o f  D espotism
1. In s  t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  C o rru p tio n
C o rru p tio n  in  H a it ia n  p u b lic  l i f e  e x i s t e d  long  b e fo re  P r e s id e n t
20D u v a lie r  came to  power. However, D u v a lie r  has i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  
c o r r u p t io n  in  th e  sen se  t h a t  under h i s  reg im e d is h o n e s t ie s  o f  a l l  
k in d s  have  become so f la g r a n t  th a t  H a it ia n s  ex p ec t l i t t l e  e l s e .
The most u n f o r tu n a te . consequence of t h i s  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  i s  th e  
d e m o ra liz a tio n  o f  th e  younger g e n e ra t io n . They c an n o t be e x p ec te d  to  
i n t e r n a l i z e  id e a l s  o f  h o n e s ty  and p e rs o n a l i n t e g r i t y  when th e y  have as  
m odels o f  s u c c e s s fu l  men D u v a lie r* s  p a r t i s a n s  who f o r  th e  v a s t  m a jo r i ty ,  
i f  n o t a l l ,  have o b ta in e d  r a p id  w e a lth  and power by o v e r t  d is h o n e s t  
and  u n scru p u lo u s  m eans. Schools have  become diplom a m i l l s ,  c h e a tin g
jr ~
i s  ram p an t, g rad es  can be b o u g h t, a diploma can be o b ta in e d  th ro u g h  
p o l i t i c a l  p u l l .  In  h ig h  s c h o o ls , te a c h e rs  a r e  in t im id a te d  by a g g re s s iv e
20See S t. Jo h n , o£. c i t . The d e s c r ip t io n s  S t. Jo h n  made ab o u t c o r ­
ru p t io n  i n  1863 have a s t r i k in g  s im i l a r i t y  to  th o se  o f 1963.
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s tu d e n ts  who b e long  to  D u v a l ie r 's  ju n io r  m aco u tes . The reg im e t r i e s  
and i s  o f te n  s u c c e s s fu l  in  m onopolissipg a l l  th e  s c h o la r s h ip s  o f f e r e d  
by v a r io u s  fo r e ig n  em b ass ie s , to  send th e  sons o f  th e  f a i t h f u l  ab ro ad .
..The l a t t e r ,  su p p o sed ly  th e  fu tu r e  c a d re s  o f th e  reg im e , o f te n  d o n 't  
even b o th e r  to  go to  c la s s e s  as  fo r  in s ta n c e ,  th e  d u v a l i e r i s t  s tu d e n ts  
in  M adrid . In  Mexico C i ty , th e y  have behaved so s c a n d a lo u s ly  a s  to  
a f f e c t  th e  s t a t u s  o f  a l l  H a i t ia n s  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  M exico.
W ith re g a rd s  to  governm ental p r a c t i c e ,  D u v a lie r  d id  n o t d is r e g a r d  
d em o cra tic  p ro c e d u re s  b u t c o r ru p te d  them by making a m ockery o f  them. 
A f te r  g e t t i n g  away w ith  h is  i l l e g a l  e l e c t i o n  o f  1961, th e r e  was l i t t l e  
to  h o ld  him  back  and a s  i t  was e x p e c te d , he v o te d  h im s e lf  p r e s id e n t  
fo r  l i f e  i n  J u n e , 1964. The v o te  a c tu a l ly  came on a p o p u la r  re fe rendum  
to  approve .a p ro v is io n  o f  h is  new c o n s t i t u t i o n  s t a t i n g  th a t  D u v a lie r  
w i l l  e x e r c i s e  fo r  l i f e  h is  h ig h  fu n c tio n s  in  agreem ent w ith  th e  w i l l  
o f  a l l  H a i t i a n s .  T here was no o p p o s i t io n . '  A ll  th e  b a l l o t s  were marked 
yes in  advance  and v o te r s  w ere a llo w ed  to  c a s t  a s  many a s  th e y  w ished . 
D u v a lie r  c la im ed  v ic to r y  h a l f  a day b e fo re  th e  p o l l s  c lo s e d .
As to  th e  problem  o f f in a n c in g  th e  regim e w ith  d im in ish in g  
i n t e r n a l  re v e n u e s , a s e r i e s  o f  s te p s  w ere u n d e rta k en  to  f in d .n e w  so u rc e s  
o f  incom e. F i r s t  heavy emergency ta x e s  were im posed on b a s ic  consumer 
goods; t o l l  g a te s  were i n s t a l l e d  a t  th e  e n tra n c e  and e x i t  o f  ev ery  town.
" Compulsory d o n a tio n s  from  governm ent em ployees c u t  t h e i r  s a l a r i e s  by 
2 0  p e rc e n t  and  p re s s u re  was e x e r te d  on them to  buy governm ent l o t t e r y  
t i c k e t s  and governm ent bonds. P u b lic  u t i l i t i e s  had to  c o n v e r t 25 p e r ­
c e n t o f t h e i r  l i q u id  a s s e t s  i n  bonds c a l l e d  " c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  Economic
252
L ib e r a t io n ,"  businessm en , fo r e ig n  and H a it ia n  a l i k e ,  a re  s o l i c i a t e d  to  
make " v o lu n ta ry "  d o n a tio n s , th e  amount o f  w hich  i s  p re d e te rm in e d . T h re a ts  
and b la ck m a il d e te r  th e  m ost r e c a l c i t r a n t .  I n  one in s ta n c e ,  th e  c a n c e lle d  
d o n a tio n  check o f  a  b u s in e s s  f irm  b o re  th e  s ig n a tu r e  o f  th e  m is t r e s s  o f  
Luckner Cambronne, D u v a l ie r 's  c h ie f  c o l l e c t o r .  A lthough  t h i s  p a r t i c u ­
l a r  in s ta n c e  was b ro u g h t to  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  P r e s id e n t ,  he  chose 
to  ig n o re  i t .  D u v a lie r  seems u n a b le  to  do an y th in g  ab o u t g r a f t  and 
th e r e f o r e  has c lo se d  h is  eyes to  th e  abuses o f  h i s  henchmen. I n  th e  
b e g in n in g  o f h i s  reg im e, he gave th e  im p re ss io n , in  s p i t e  o f  h i s  o th e r  
l i m i t a t i o n s ,  o f  b e in g  h o n e s t and f r u g a l  in  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  flam boyance 
and e x tra v ag a n c e  o f  h is  fo re ru n n e r , P r e s id e n t  M a g lo ire , However, 
th e r e  i s  in c re a s in g  ev id en ce  t h a t  funds l a r g e r  th a n  th e  P r e s id e n t 's  
income a r e  p e r io d ic a l ly  d e p o s ite d  in  S w itz e r la n d . F u rth e rm o re , i t  would * 
be h a rd  to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e  c e n t r a l  f ig u r e  o f  a  r in g  o f  c o r ru p t io n  
i s  u n in v o lv ed . In  1963, th e  I n t e r n a t io n a l  Commission o f  J u r i s t s ,  a  
s e m i - o f f ic ia l  U n ited  N a tio n s  body, charged  P r e s id e n t  D u v a lie r  in  a 
p u b lis h e d  r e p o r t ,  o f  ru n n in g  a  "b loody  and ty r a n n ic a l  d ic t a to r s h ip "  to  
e n r ic h  h im s e lf  and h is  fo l lo w e rs .  They e s tim a te d  t h a t  th e  D u v a lie r
regim e was m ilk in g  H a i t i ,  one o f  th e  p o o re s t  c o u n tr ie s  in  th e  w o rld , o f
21
ab o u t $10 m i l l io n  a y e a r .  Many o f  th e  funds u sed  to  pay  o f f  th e  
p a r t i s a n s  o f  th e  regim e come from  s o - c a l le d  " n o n - f i s c a l  a c c o u n ts"
^ B u l l e t i n  o f  th e  I n t e r n a t io n a l  Commission o f  J u r i s t s  (G eneva),
"The S i tu a t io n  i n  H a i t i , "  December, 1963, p p . 19-26 . The r e p o r t  con­
c lu d es  by s a y in g : " In  th e  w o rld  to d ay  th e r e  a re  many a u th o r i t a r i a n
reg im es. Many o f  them have a t  l e a s t  th e  m e r i t  o f  b e in g  b ased  on an 
id e o lo g y , b u t th e  ty ra n n y  t h a t  o p p re sse s  H a i t i  has n o t  even th i s  
s a v in g  g ra c e ."
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i . e . ,  governm ental m onopolies on th e  s a le  o£ to b a c c o , s u g a r ,  e t c . ,  
which a re  n o t in c lu d e d  i n  th e  b u d g e t and n o t a cc o u n te d  fo r  p u b l ic ly .
The consequence o f  t h i s  p o l ic y  o f  e x to r t io n  i s  to  f u r th e r  red u ce  
economic a c t i v i t i e s , ■in .a  downward s p i r a l i n g ,  v ic io u s  c i r c l e .  The 
custom house, th e  c h ie f  so u rce  o f  i n t e r n a l  re v e n u e s , f in d s  i t s  r e tu r n s  
d im in ish in g  as  businessm en  f a i l  to  r e p le n is h  t h e i r  s to c k  fo r  f e a r  o f  
f u r th e r  e x to r t io n .  T h e re fo re , th e  regim e t r i e s  to  e x t o r t  more to  
make up f o r  th e  custom house d e f i c i e n c ie s .  To a g g ra v a te  th e  s i t u a t i o n  
f u r t h e r ,  m ost fo re ig n  s u p p l ie r s  have w ithdraw n c r e d i t  f a c i l i t i e s  
and honor o rd e rs  from H a i t i  o n ly  when cash  paym ents a r e  made in  
advance . I n  tu rn  lo c a l  c r e d i t  has been c u t o f f  and consum ption  i s  a t  
an  a l l  tim e low. B u sin e sse s  w hich d a re  c lo s e  expose th em selv es  to  
governm ent s e iz u r e s .  Economic s ta g n a t io n  i s  r e f l e c t e d  in  th e  n e a r -  
empty s to r e s  and p la c e s  o f  b u s in e s s ,  and th e  crowded governm ent 
o f f ic e s  o v e r s ta f f e d  w ith  u n tr a in e d  p o l i t i c a l  a p p o in te e s  a r e  n o t much 
b u s ie r .  The regim e i s  i n t e r e s t e d  in  g iv in g  a s  much employment as 
p o s s ib le  to  i t s  c o l la b o r a to r s  b u t does n o t seem to  c a re  w hether th ey  
have a n y th in g  w o rth w h ile  to  do. T here  a re  many s in e c u r e s ,  even non­
e x i s t e n t  p o s i t i o n s ,  w hich a r e  in c lu d e d  on th e  governm ent’ s p a y r o l l .  A 
v i s i t  to  a governm ent o f f i c e  i s  i l lu m in a t in g .  The c o n fu s io n  and 
d is o rd e r  a r e  s t r i k i n g  a s  groups o f  c le r k s  a r e  assem bled  to g e th e r  in  
i d l e  c o n v e rsa tio n s  w h ile  s ta c k s - o f  p ap e rs  g a th e r in g  d u s t w a it to  be 
f i l e d ,  p e d d le r s  go ing  th ro u g h  th e  o f f ic e s ,  b eg g ars  s o l i c i t i n g  i n  th e  
h a llw a y s , long  l in e s  o f  p eo p le  from th e  m asses w a itin g  to  see  an 
u n d e r s e c re ta r y  fo r  a jo b  o r a p o l i t i c a l  f a v o r ,  th e  h ig h  d eg ree  o f
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a b se n te e ism  in  s p i t e  o£ th e  numerous h o l id a y s ,  a l l  p o in t  to  th e  i n e f ­
f ic ie n c y  and incom petency o f  th e  reg im e. I f  a c h ie f  c le r k  i s  b o ld  
enough to  t r y  to  e x t r a c t  work from h is  su b o rd in a te s  and demands a 
sem blance o f  e f f i c i e n c y ,  he i s  q u ic k ly  c u t down to  s iz e  by th r e a t s  or 
he i s  rem inded th a t  governm ent checks a re  two months in  a r r e a r s  and 
have been  so  fo r  th e  l a s t  y e a r .  I n  governm ent h o s p i t a l s ,  H a i t ia n  
n u rse s  have o c c a s io n a l ly  gone home w h ile  on n ig h t  d u ty  and l e t  p a t ie n t s  
d ie  f o r  f a i l u r e  to  t r e a t  them a t  th e  p re s c r ib e d  h o u r. As a w ho le , i t  
i s  th e  system  w hich i s  c o r ru p te d , n o t th e  in d iv id u a l ,  b u t i t  i s  
p r a c t i c a l l y  im p o ss ib le  fo r  an in d iv id u a l  to  f ig h t  th e  system  w ith o u t 
b e in g  overwhelmed by i t .  Many H a it ia n s  t r a in e d  ab ro ad  who have 
d em o n stra ted  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  in  a n o th e r  env ironm ent have r e tu rn e d  to  
H a i t i  f u l l  o f  new id e a s  and r e s o lu t io n s  o n ly  to  be c u t  down to  s iz e  
and succumb to  th e  r o u t in e  o f th e  system  w here com petency i s  c o n s id e re d  
a t h r e a t  to  o th e r s .  W hether D u v a lie r  r e a l i z e s  o r n o t what i s  happening 
in  h is  a d m in is t r a t io n ,  he i s  p re o ccu p ied  w ith  much more im p o rtan t 
m a tte rs  such a s  p o s s ib le  p lo t s  a g a in s t  him. W ith one hand he s ig n s  
th e  l i b e r a l  D u v a lie r  Labor Code and w ith  th e  o th e r  he makes a cash  
p re s e n t  o f  $10,000 to  a new spaper owner who f la u n ts  th e  code by pay ing  
h is  w orkers s t a r v a t io n  wages b u t pays d i l i g e n t  l i p  s e r v ic e  to  th e  
reg im e. O c c a s io n a lly  abu ses  o f  p u b l ic  s e rv a n ts  a re -b ro u g h t to  th e  
p r e s i d e n t 's  a t t e n t i o n  v ia  th e  lo c a l  p r e s s ,  b u t  H a it ia n s  a re  s c e p t i c a l  
ab o u t th e se  p u b l ic  d e n u n c ia tio n s , f o r  th e y  a re  alw ays d i r e c te d  a g a in s t  
s u b a l te rn s  and stem  v e ry  o f te n  from r i v a l r i e s  w ith in  th e  ra n k s  o f  th e
a d m in is t r a t io n  i t s e l f .  D u v a lie r  p ro c la im ed  a r e ig n  o f  a u s t e r i t y  to
1
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fa c e  th e  h a rd  tim es s in c e  th e  w ith d raw a l o f  Am erican a id  w h ile  a t  th e
same tim e , h is  f a v o r i t e  p a r t i s a n s  b u i ld  th em selv es  $50,000 v i l l a s  on
m onthly  s a l a r i e s  o f  $200-$500. The regim e has p a sse d  th e  s ta g e  o f
b e in g  concerned  w ith  re fo rm in g  a b u se s . As members o f  th e  o p p o s it io n
s a y , D oc 's  v ic io u s  c i r c l e  s p e l l s  h i s  own s o b r iq u e t :  D e g ra d a tio n ,
O p p re ss io n , C o rru p tio n .
2. S o c ia l  Movements
H a it ia n s  who a re  aware o f th e  d u v a l i e r i s t  hoax a r e  fo rc e d  th ro u g h
f e a r ,  to  w atch s i l e n t l y  th e  s te a d y  d i s in t e g r a t i o n  o f t h e i r  c o u n try .
T h e ir  h a tre d  and re sen tm e n t have ta k e n  th e  form o f  l a t e n t  s o c ia l  
22movements. W orthy o f  m en tion  a r e  th e  c u r r e n ts  o f  a n ti-a m e r ic a n is m  
and communist sympathy in s id e  th e  c o u n try  and th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  
e x i le s  o u ts id e  th e  c o u n try .
A n t i -A m ericanism  
A nti-A m erican  f e e l in g ,  o r a t  l e a s t  c o o ln e ss  tow ard th e  U n ited  
S t a t e s ,  has e x is te d  s in c e  th e  Am erican o c c u p a tio n , th e  younger g e n e ra ­
t i o n 's  a t t i t u d e s  b e in g  shaped  by t h e i r  e ld e r s  o f  o n e -s id e d  h i s to r y  
books. . Of co u rse  nowadays i t  i s  fa s h io n a b le  to  be " a n t i - y a n k e e ,"  and 
by e x te n s io n  to  be l e f t i s t .  Not to  b e , i s  to  r i s k  b e in g  la b e le d  a 
r e a c t io n a r y  o r  n e o -c o lo n ia l .  A nti-A m erican ism  i s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  
a n t i - c a p i t a l i s m ,  n o t th e  form o f m ixed c a p i ta l i s m  found in  th e  U n ited  
S ta te s  to d ay  b u t  th e  e x p lo i t iv e  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  c a p i ta l i s m  p r e v a le n t
22S o c ia l  movements in  H a i t i  a r e  r e a l l y  q u a s i - s o c ia l  movements and 
r e p r e s e n t  m arked changes in  a t t i t u d e  in  th e  e d u ca ted  s e c to r  o f  th e  
p o p u la tio n  r a th e r  th an  o rg a n iz ed  s o c i a l  movements w ith  a c t i o n  p rogram s.
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in  H a i t i .  C a p ita lism  i s  eq u a ted  w ith  im p e r ia lism : the 'A m erican-ow ned  
e n te r p r i s e s  w ith  t h e i r  a r ro g a n t  m anagers and t h e i r  dependen ts  l iv in g  
a lo o f  in  t h e i r  e n c la v e s , th e  Am erican company w ith  i t s  c a s t e l i k e  h i e r ­
a rc h y , th e  e x p lo i t a t io n  o f  cheap l a b o r ,  th e  low p r ic e s  p a id  fo r  H a it ia n  
e x p o r ts ,  th e  h ig h  p r ic e  o f  Am erican im p o rts  t h a t  on ly  th e  p r iv i le g e d  
can en jo y . A t th e  same tim e , th e  p ro-A m erican  e lem en t o f  th e  c o u n try  
i s  th e  m ost r e a c t io n a r y ,  th e  m ost s e l f i s h ,  and a r e  th e  b ig g e s t  e x p lo i t e r s  
who h e lp  in  no sm all way to  round up an u n fa v o ra b le  s te r e o ty p e  o f  U ncle 
Sam. F r u s t r a te d  by th e  seem ing ly  in s o lu b le  problem s o f u n d e rd e v e lo p ­
ment and t h e i r  dependence on th e  U .S .,  many H a it ia n s  have a tendency  
to  blame a l l  t h e i r  problem s on th e  s o - c a l le d  im p e r i a l i s t  e x p lo i t a t io n  
o f th e  U n ited  S ta t e s .  Of co u rse  A m erican com panies a re  easy  sc a p e ­
g o a ts .  I t  i s  easy  to  conv ince  p eo p le  th a t  th ey  a r e  making u n rea so n ab ly  
h ig h  p r o f i t s  and i n t e r f e r e  in  a h ig h -h an d ed  way in  th e  governm ent o f  
th e  c o u n try . Though th e y  have been  e x p lo i te d  many tim e s , H a it ia n s  
te n d  to  e x a g g e ra te  th e  deg ree  o f  e x p lo i t a t io n  to  w hich th e y  have to  
su b m it. T here  i s  a c e r t a i n  am bivalence  in  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  tow ard 
A m ericans. In  one way th e y  adm ire th e  accom plishm ent o f  A m erican 
c i v i l i z a t i o n  and a re  o n ly  to o  happy to  come to  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  b u t 
o th e rw ise  th e y  f e a r  and r e s e n t  th e  overw helm ing power and w e a lth  o f
t h e i r  n e ig h b o r to  th e  n o r th .  In  a p o l l  ta k en  among u n iv e r s i ty  s tu -
»
d e n ts ,  H a i t ia n  s tu d en ts  l i s t e d  as  th e  th r e e  le a d in g  p o s i t iv e  c h a r a c t e r i s ­
t i c s  o f  N orth  A m ericans: p r a c t i c a l ,  h a rd  w o rk in g , generous w hereas
th e  th re e  to p  n e g a tiv e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  were i m p e r i a l i s t ,  c o ld  and 
m a t e r i a l i s t .
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Under th e  D u v a lie r  reg im e , an ti-A m e ric an  f e e l in g  has in c re a s e d  in  ' 
a d is tu r b in g  way a lth o u g h  i t  h as  n o t  a t t a in e d  as y e t  th e  v i ru le n c e  
d em o n stra ted  among th e  s tu d e n t  and la b o r  s e c to r s  o f  some o th e r  L a t in  
A m erican c o u n t r ie s .  The U .S . S ta te  D epartm ent seems to  have an a p t i ­
tu d e  f o r  s id in g  w ith  u n p o p u la r cau ses  in  L a t in  Am erica o r  v a c i l l a t i n g  
and making enem ies on b o th  s id e s .  Such i s  th e  c a se  in  H a i t i .  P a r t i s a n s  
o f  th e  D u v a lie r  regim e r e s e n t  b i t t e r l y  th e  U .S . f o r  c u t t in g  o f f  t h e i r  
b re a d  and b u t t e r  and f o r  n o t ta k in g  them s e r io u s ly ,  w h ile  th e  o p p o s it io n  
is fE n rag e d  a t  th e  d o -n o th in g  a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  U .S . w hich  l e t s  them 
s u f f e r  i n d e f i n i t e l y  under th e  D u v a lie r  ty ra n n y . T h is l a t t e r  group 
r e p re s e n ts  th e  v a s t  m a jo r i ty  o f  a r t i c u l a t e  H a i t ia n s .  The U .S . has 
a l ie n a te d  i t s e l f  from  th e s e  H a it ia n s  by su p p o r tin g  a c o r r u p t ,  incom­
p e te n t  and u n p o p u la r governm ent even though  to d ay  th e  su p p o r t  i s  a 
to k en  one and d ip lo m a tic  r e l a t i o n s  fo llo w  th e  " c o o l b u t c o r r e c t"  
fo rm u la . W hile  th e y  w ere p e rs o n a l  ad m ire rs  o f  P r e s id e n t  Kennedy, 
th e y  f e e l  t h a t  th e  Johnson a d m in is t r a t io n  has l e t  them down; t h a t  th e  
U .S . has b u t t r e s s e d  th e  D u v a lie r  regim e w ith  m il l io n s  o f  d o l l a r s  and a 
m i l i t a r y  m iss io n  and th a t  in  s p i t e  o f  th e  v a l i a n t  a n t i - D u v a l ie r  cam­
p a ig n  conducted  by th e  U .S . p r e s s ,  th e  U .S . governm ent has shown i t s e l f  
in s e n s i t iv e  to  a l l  th e  a t r o c i t i e s  w hich a re  ta k in g  p la c e  in  H a i t i  
as long  as D u v a lie r  shows h im s e lf  a fo e  o f  communism and r e s p e c ts  
A m erican i n t e r e s t s  in  H a i t i  and th a t  t h i s  i s  an e s s e n t i a l l y  s e l f i s h  
p o l ic y .  They a rgue  th a t  th e  in a d e q u a te  p o l i c i e s  o f  th e  S ta te  D epartm ent 
a r e  p ush ing  them  in to  th e  arms o f  communism as th e  o n ly  s a lv a t io n  from  
d u v a lie r is m . f o r  th e y  f e e l  t h a t  in  th e  name o f  hum anity a lo n e  th e  U n ited
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S ta te s  sh o u ld  h e lp  them r i d  th em selves o f  D u v a lie r ;  t h a t  i f  th e y  
manage e v e n tu a lly  to  to p p le  D u v a lie r  a lo n e  th ey  w i l l  owe n o th in g  to  
th e  U .S . and a new governm ent w i l l  show i t s e l f  h o s t i l e  to  th e  U n ited  
S t a t e s .
Communism
As fo r  communism, i t  i s  obvious t h a t  th e  p re s e n t  c o n d it io n s  in  
H a i t i  a r e  a seedbed  fo r  l e f t i s t  c a u s e s , and movements w ith  r a d i c a l  
s o lu t io n s  a r e  th e  m ost p o p u la r .  The H a i t ia n  b ran d  o f communism i s  
communism in  th e  b ro a d e s t  sen se  o f  th e  word. T here  a r e  a few fo re ig n  
t r a in e d  communists w ith  o rg a n iz e d  c e l l s  b u t many more s e l f - s t y l e d  
m a rx is ts  who a re  in  e f f e c t  on ly  communist sy m p a th ize rs  w ith  no s e r io u s  
u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  communist d o c tr in e s  and t a c t i c s .
The communist p a r ty  o f  H a i t i  s t a r t e d  in  th e  t h i r t i e s  when young 
i n t e l l e c t u a l s  exposed to  communist d o c tr in e s  w h ile  s tu d y in g  in  F ran ce  
came back  w ith  r e v o lu t io n a r y  id e a s .  Some o f  th e s e  a r e  in  th e  c o u n try  
to d ay  in  im p o rtan t p o s i t io n s  in c lu d in g  top  o f f i c i a l s  o f  th e  D u v a lie r  
reg im e. However, i t  i s  q u i te  m is le a d in g  to  say  th a t  th e  D u v a lie r  
reg im e i s  i n f i l t r a t e d  w ith  communists fo r  th e  l a t t e r  have long  s in c e  
f o r g o t te n  t h e i r  l o f t y  id e a l s  and a re  le a d in g  th e  c o m fo rta b le  l iv e s  o f  
b o u rg e o is . T h e ir  d e d ic a t io n  was s k in  deep fo r  as soon as  th e y  became 
a f f l u e n t  t h e i r  o u tlo o k  on l i f e  changed. B ecause o f t h e i r  form er 
a l l e g ia n c e ,  th ey  p la y ,  n o n e th e le s s ,  an  im p o rta n t r o l e  i n  p r o te c t in g  
th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  p ro fe s s e d  communists w hich a re  i l l e g a l  b u t g e n e r a l ly  
ig n o re d  by th e  governm ent. I t  i s  th o u g h t t h a t  a g e n tle m e n 's  aggreem ent 
has been made betw een D u v a lie r  and th e  communist g roups t h a t  as  long
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as  th ey  r e s t r i c t  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  to  p r o s e ly t iz in g  and make no 
a tte m p t to  overth row  h is  governm ent, th ey  w i l l  be l e f t  a lo n e . A t the  
same tim e D u v a lie r  can u se  them to  w orry  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .  The commu­
n i s t s  th em selv es  a re  in  no h u rry . They f e e l  t h a t  th e  D u v a lie r regim e 
w i l l  in e v i ta b ly  c o l la p s e  from th e  w e ig h t o f  i t s  own c o r ru p t io n  and in  
th e  meantime i s  p ro v id in g  them th e  i d e a l  c o n d itio n s  to  g a in  c o n v e r ts ,  
and i s  g iv in g  them tim e to  o rg a n iz e  a long  range p la n .a n d  t r a i n  t h e i r  
fu tu r e  c a d re s . T h e ir  u l t im a te  o b je c t iv e  i s  to  d e s tro y  th e  o ld  s o c io ­
p o l i t i c a l  system  and r e s t r u c tu r e  th e  s o c ie ty  a long  th e  l in e s  o f a 
modern s o c i a l i s t  s t a t e .  T h e ir  program  has g e n e ra l  a p p e a l and r e c r u i t i n g  
i s  f a i r l y  easy  among th e  younger s e t .  Today th e  communist group i s  by 
f a r  th e  b e s t  o rg a n iz ed  and th e  l a r g e s t  o f  a l l  c la n d e s t in e  g ro u p s. 
O r ig in a l ly  d iv id e d  in to  two r i v a l  f a c t i o n s ,  th ey  c o n s o lid a te d  in to  an 
uneasy  a l l i a n c e  in  1963. For th e  tim e b e in g , i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a move­
ment o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and s tu d e n ts  w ith  in ro a d s  w ith in  th e  ran k s o f  
th e  s e m i- s k i l le d  la b o r  fo r c e .  They r e c e iv e  token  o u ts id e  h e lp  p ro b ab ly  
th ro u g h  th e  P o l is h  em bassy, c i r c u l a t e  fo r e ig n  communist as w e ll a s  
t h e i r  own p u b l ic a t io n s .  T here  a r e  n ig h t ly  b ro a d c a s ts  in  c re o le  from 
ra d io  Havana and some H a it ia n  s tu d en ts , a re  s tu d y in g  in c o g n ito  in  R u ss ia .
The in c re a s in g  ease  w ith  which th e  communists g a in  sy m p ath ize rs  
among n e u t r a l s  in  H a i t i  i s  due to  th r e e  in e x t r ic a b ly  l in k e d  c a u se s : 
a n t i - d u v a l ie r i s m ,  a n ti-a m e ric a n ism  and a n t i - c a p i t a l i s m .
W ith re g a rd  to  a n t i - d u v a l ie r i s m ,  many H a it ia n  communists concede 
th a t  communist reg im es a re  e q u a lly  t o t a l i t a r i a n  b u t t h a t  a t  l e h s t  th ey  
have h ig h e r  id e a l s  o f  h o n e s ty , work, d i s c i p l in e  and s o c ia l  j u s t i c e
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w hereas th e  D u v a lie r  regim e i s  an example o f th e  l a s t  s ta g e s  o f  deca­
dence and c o r ru p t io n  in  a c a p i t a l i s t  system .
As to  a n ti-A m erican ism , th e re  a re  s e v e r a l  re a so n s  fo r  i t .  F i r s t  
some communist sy m p ath ize rs  a re  b i t t e r  a t  th e  U .S . f o r  n o t hav ing  
to p p le d  D u v a lie r  long, ag o , s p a r in g  them th e  long  drawn o u t m ise ry  
th ey  a re  now e n d u rin g . They have l o s t  c o n fid e n ce  i n  th e  U .S. and f e e l  
t h a t  th e  Am erican governm ent i s  o n ly  concerned  w ith  p r o te c t in g  Am erican 
in v e s tm en ts  which a re  b e t t e r  g u a ra n tee d  by a d e sp o t l i k e  D u v a lie r  th an  
a  more p ro g re s s iv e  governm ent. As m ost l i t e r a t e  H a i t ia n s ,  th e y  a re  
g r e a t  ad m ire rs  o f th e  Cuban r e v o lu t io n  and  a re  e x c i te d  by th e  c h a l­
len g e  o f  C a s tro . They r e s e n t  th e  A m erican use  o f  th e  word freedom  
v e rsu s  communism, fo r  th e y  i n t e r p r e t  i t  a s  th e  freedom  o f  W all S t r e e t  
to  have a f r e e  hand in  th e  economic a f f a i r s  o f  th e  hem isphere  w ith  th e  
c o l la b o r a t io n  o f  lo c a l  c a p i t a l i s t s .  They c o n s id e r  U .S . a id  in s in c e r e  
and m o tiv a te d  on ly  by f e a r  o f  communism. Above a l l  th e y  a re  f r u s ­
t r a t e d  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  nowhere in  th e  w o rld  to d a y , can  a weak co u n try  
choose i t s  own d e s t in y  w ith o u t th e  i n t r u s io n  o f  th e  m ost pow erfu l 
n e ig h b o r , t h a t  a communist ta k e -o v e r  would be r e l a t i v e l y  easy  in  H a i t i  
b u t  th e  c h ie f  o b s ta c le  i s  th e  U .S. w hich l e t s  them s u f f e r  under D u v a lie r  
b u t  would use  fo rc e  to  c ru sh  any a tte m p t to  i n s t a l l  a l e f t i s t  reg im e.
A n t i - c a p i ta l i s m  i s  l in k e d  c lo s e ly  to  an ti-A m erican ism  and a n t i ­
im p e r ia lism . I t  i s  o f te n  m o tiv a te d  by a g en u in e  d e s i r e  to  re fo rm  th e  
economy o f  th e  c o u n try  a lo n g  more r a t i o n a l  and e q u a l i t a r i a n  l i n e s .
They a re  conv inced  th a t  th e  c a p i t a l i s t  system  i s  in c a p a b le  o f  b r in g in g  
ab o u t s i g n i f i c a n t  economic im provem ents in  H a i t i .  " I f  what we have
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had so f a r ,  " i s  democracy and f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e , "  th e y  s a y , " th e n  g iv e  
us communism." Communism has g r e a t  a p p e a l to  un d erd ev e lo p ed  a r e a s ;  i t  
i s . t h e  on ly  u n t r i e d  way o u t o f  socioeconom ic s ta g n a t io n .  I t  i s  
g e n e r a l ly  ag reed  th a t  th e  v ic io u s  c i r c l e  o f  underdevelopm ent can  on ly  
be brokhn by m ajor s o c ia l  r e s t r u c tu r in g .  Communism a p p e a ls  in  t h a t  
i t  seems to  be ‘a b le  to  e f f e c t  t h i s  m a jo r r e s t r u c tu r in g  in  l e s s  tim e 
th an  th e  f r e e  e n te r p r i s e  system . H a i t ia n  communists a r e  f u r th e r  
encouraged  by s im i la r  t re n d s  o f th o u g h ts  in  o th e r  L a t in  A m erican 
c o u n t r ie s .
For th e  tim e b e in g , th e  communist movement in  H a i t i ,  a lth o u g h  i t  
i s  g a in in g  ground , i s  a t  th e  ta lk in g  s ta g e  and has n o t y e t  p a sse d  to  
a c t io n .  What would p re v e n t communism from  ta k in g  over H a i t i?  F i r s t  
o f  c o u rs e , th e  in te r v e n t io n  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta t e s .  Not to  be d ism issed  
a re  o b s ta c le s  in  th e  H a it ia n  m il ie u  i t s e l f .  Many communist sy m p ath ize rs  
a r e  u n d is c ip l in e d  and m o tiv a te d  by s e l f - i n t e r e s t .  A t th e  same tim e 
th a t  th e y  a re  p ro f e s s in g  t h e i r  l e f t i s t  te n d e n c ie s  and v o ic in g  concern  
over th e  s t a t e  o f  t h e i r  c o u n try , many a r e  a p p ly in g  fo r  A m erican v is a s  
in  o rd e r  to  e a rn  a l i v in g  in  New Y ork. In d iv id u a lis m  and s e l f - i n t e r e s t  
a r e  so in c r u s te d  in  th e  H a it ia n  c h a r a c te r  t h a t  communism w i l l  have a 
h a rd  tim e ta k in g  f irm  r o o t s .  F u rth e rm o re , th e r e  a r e  few in d u s t r i e s  to  
s e iz e  o r e s t a t e s  to  b reak  up and r e d i s t r i b u t e .  More th a n  80 p e rc e n t  o f  
th e  H a it ia n  p e a s a n try  a re  p r o p r ie to r s  o f  t h e i r  sm all p lo t s  and to  
n a t io n a l iz e  th e  la n d , th e  H a it ia n  com m unists would have a m ajor up­
r i s i n g  on t h e i r  h a n d s . L a s t l y ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  communism, w h ile  sympa­
t h e t i c  to  H a it ia n  communists* e f f o r t s ,  i s  n o t r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in
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H a i t i  a t  th e  moment. A communist power has no re a so n  to  g e t  in v o lv ed  
in  a h o r n e t 's  n e s t  such a s  H a i t i ,  when th e r e  a r e  many more a t t r a c t i v e  
and r e c e p t iv e  a re a s  o f  th e  hem isphere  to  i n f i l t r a t e .  L i t t l e  o f  what 
has tak en  p la c e  in  H a i t i  so f a r  has a f f e c t e d  w o rld  a f f a i r s  in  any 
ta n g ib le  way. H a i t i  i s  c u l t u r a l l y ,  l i n g u i s t i c a l l y  and r a c i a l l y  i s o ­
la t e d  from th e  r e s t  o f th e  hem isphere  w ith  l i t t l e  in f lu e n c e  on th e  
r e s t  o f L a t in  A m erica. A communist ta k e -o v e r  would be o f  n e c e s s i ty  a 
dead-end p r o j e c t , a s  w e ll as  a c o s t ly  and d i f f i c u l t  one w ith  l i t t l e  
p ro s p e c t o f  r e tu r n .
A c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  E x ile s  
E x ile s  le av e  th e  c o u n try  in  v a r io u s  ways. There a re  v o lu n ta ry  
e x p a t r ia t e s  who a re  n o t p o l i t i c a l l y  p e rs e c u te d  b u t can no lo n g e r  
endure th e  c h a o tic  c o n d it io n s  o f  th e  c o u n try  and c o n se q u e n tly  seek  a 
b e t t e r  l i f e  o u ts id e  H a i t i .  T h is  group i s  by f a r  th e  m ost num erous. 
Then th e re  a r e  th o se  who a re  p re s su re d  by th e  governm ent to  le a v e ,  o r 
a r e  d e p o rte d  o u t r i g h t ,  and l a s t l y ,  th o se  who f l e e  fo r  t h e i r  l i v e s .
Many o f th e  l a t t e r  le a v e ’ a f t e r  ta k in g  asylum  in  fo re ig n  em b ass ies .
The r i g h t  o f  asylum  i s  a s a c re d  r i g h t  th ro u g h o u t L a t in  America and i s  
a t r a d i t i o n  e s p e c ia l ly  s tro n g  in  H a i t i  where i t  has e x is te d  s in c e  th e  
n a t io n  was h o s t  to  i t s  f i r s t  fo re ig n  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  i n  th e  19th  
c e n tu ry . A l l  p a r t i e s ,  th e  o p p re sso r and o p p re s se d , a r e  e q u a lly  
i n t e r e s t e d  in  i t s  observance  s in c e  th e  c y c l i c a l  p a t t e r n  o f  " in "  
and " o u t"  p o l i t i c a l  groups r e s u l t s  in  each  a l t e r n a t e  group e n jo y in g
263
23fo r e ig n  p r o te c t io n  in  i t s  tu r n .  P a r t i s a n s  o f  th e  regim e to d ay  have 
p ro b a b ly  a lre a d y  s e c r e t l y  chosen  th e  m ost a c c e s s ib le  embassy sh o u ld  
D uvalier- f a l l .  F o re ig n  em bassies  a re  co n ce rn ed  w ith  th e  p o s s ib le  
abuse  o f  t h i s  p r i v i l e g e . f o r  i t  i s  th e  c h e a p e s t and e a s i e s t  way o f  g e t ­
t in g  o u t o f  th e  c o u n try  and i t  i s  h a rd  to  d e te rm in e  th e  m e r i ts  o f  each  
in d iv id u a l  c a se . W ith each  r e c u r r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  c r i s i s ,  fo r e ig n  em bassies 
a re  f i l l e d  w ith  re fu g e e s  and r e l u c t a n t l y  D u v a lie r  i s  o b lig e d  to  g iv e
them s a f e  conduct p a s se s  o u t o f  th e  c o u n try . S in ce  th e n  he h as  s u r ­
rounded a l l  fo re ig n  em bassies  w ith  h is  g u a rd s  to  d e te r  h is  enem ies 
from see k in g  asylum .
W ith th e  s te a d y  exodus o f  H a itia n s  d u rin g  th e  l a s t  e ig h t  y e a r s ,  
l i t t l e  H a i t ia n  c o lo n ie s  have sp rung  up in  th e  p r in c ip a l  c i t i e s  o f  L a t in  
and N orth  A m erica. The th r e e  m ost im p o rta n t and a c t iv e  c e n te r s  fo r  
p o l i t i c a l  e x i le s  a r e  New York C ity ,  C a rac a s , and S an to  Domingo. R ecen tly  
th e  S an to  Domingo group has moved to  P u e r to  R ico b ecause  o f  d is tu rb a n c e s  
in  th e  Dominican R ep u b lic . These th r e e  m ain groups a re  in  c o n ta c t^ w ith  
each  o th e r  and w ith  m inor H a i t ia n  groups th ro u g h o u t th e  w o rld .
E x i le  seems to  b r in g  o u t th e  w o rs t r a t h e r  th a n  th e  b e s t  in  p e o p le .
^^The U n ited  S ta te s  does n o t p a r t i c i p a t e  in  th e  I n t e r  Am erican
co n v en tio n  r e g u la t in g  th e  r i g h t  o f  asylum  s in c e  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a 
r e c ip r o c a l  arrangem en t and no one in  th e  U .S . needs to  f l e e  from 
p o l i t i c a l  p e r s e c u t io n  by ta k in g  asylum  in  an  em bassy. I f  th e  U .S . d id  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i t  would need  a g rand  h o te l  annex  to  m ost o f  i t s  L a t in  
A m erican em bassies fo r  p eo p le  would p ro b a b ly  choose th e  A m erican embassy 
w here asylum  would be more co m fo rtab le  and le a d  to  a chance to  go to  
th e  U .S . N o n e th e le s s , in  H a i t i  i t  i s  known t h a t  th e  A m erican embassy 
under th e  D u v a lie r  reg im e has h e lp ed  many H a it ia n s  se c u re  asylum  in  
o th e r  em bassies and a s s i s t e d  them in  o b ta in in g  re s id e n c e  v is a s  to  th e  
U .S.
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To be in  e x i l e  i s  a f r u s t r a t i n g  and t ra u m a tic  e x p e r ie n c e  th a t  few 
p eo p le  a r e  aw are o f .  I t  i s  l i k e  ro b b in g  a p e rso n  o f  h is  s t a t u s ,  o f 
h is  n a tu r a l  m i l ie u ,  o f h is  f r i e n d s ,  o f  h is  fa m ily , on to p  o f th e  g re a t  
i n s e c u r i t y  o f  th e  f u tu r e .  The e x i le  i s  a m a rg in a l man who does n o t 
re a d a p t  h im s e lf  to  a new environm ent b u t w a its  e n d le s s ly  to  r e tu r n  
home. These f r u s t r a t i o n s  a r e  r e f l e c t e d  in  th e  co n tin u o u s  b ic k e r in g s  
and argum ents e n te re d  in to  among e x i le s  in  New York and e lse w h e re . 
E n e rg ie s  a re  consumed in  form ing fu tu r e  im ag in ary  governm ents in s te a d  
o f  band ing  to g e th e r  to  d e fe a t  th e  common enemy. A f a c t  b e a r in g  h e a v ily  
upon th e  whole e x i le  p red icam en t i s  t h a t  e x i le s  g e t  immersed in  th e  new 
environm ent to  w hich th ey  have to  a d a p t to  make a l i v i n g .  O ften  t h i s  
new env ironm ent i s  none to o  f r i e n d ly  to  them. I t  becomes to o  much of 
a s t r a i n  to  b a t t l e  on two f r o n ts  and th e y  p o stpone  t h e i r  f i g h t  fo r  H a i t i .  
The more th e y  p o stpone  th e  more th e  p rom ise  th ey  made to  them selves 
upon le a v in g  th e  n a t iv e  s o i l  dims away in  th e  p a s t .  They r a t i o n a l i z e ,  
u s in g  o f te n  s in c e r e ly  as  a p r e te x t  t h a t  th e y  have l e f t  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s  
b eh in d  and do n o t want to  je o p a rd iz e  th e  s a f e ty  o f  th e  l a t t e r  by g e t ­
t in g  to o  in v o lv e d  in  r e s i s ta n c e  a c t i v i t i e s .  Most o f  th e  e x i le s  a r e  
p eo p le  o f i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  in  f a c t  to  a g r e a t  e x te n t  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  
o f  H a i t i  i s  in  e x i l e .
The e x i le s  have u n d e rtak en  s e v e ra l  u n s u c c e s s fu l in v a s io n s  o f  
H a i t i  and conduct a more or l e s s  s te a d y  a n t i - D u v a l ie r  propaganda 
th ro u g h  t h e i r  p u b l ic a t io n s  and p u b lic  a p p ea ra n ce s . They a re  s p l i t  in to  
many r i v a l  a s s o c ia t io n s  which manage to  p re s e n t  a u n i te d  f r o n t  o n ly  
when a se v e re  c r i s i s  th r e a te n s  th e  D u v a lie r  reg im e. They re c e iv e
*
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o n ly  to k en  su p p o rt from t h e i r  h o s t  governm ent s in c e  th e  r e l a t i v e  unim ­
p o rta n c e  o f H a i t i  makes th e  o u ts id e  w orld  r a th e r  i n d i f f e r e n t  to  t h e i r  
c au se . Those in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  a re  f u r th e r  han d icap p ed  by th e  f a c t  
t h a t  w h ile  th e  U .S. p u b lic  i s  sy m p a th e tic  to  t h e i r  p l i g h t ,  th e  U .S. 
governm ent s t i l l  m a in ta in s  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  th e  governm ent th ey  have 
f l e d .  D iv is io n  among th e  ran k s  o f  th e  e x i l e s  i s  n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  a lo n g  
t r a d i t i o n a l  c l a s s  l i n e s  b u t more so on id e o lo g ic a l  ground betw een th e  
o ld  and new sch o o l o f  th o u g h t. Those who l e f t  th e  c o u n try  a long  
tim e ago f a i l  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  th e  o ld  p o l i t i c a l  game has p lay ed  
i t s e l f  o u t and th a t  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  p e rs o n a l  a m b itio n s  be 
su b o rd in a te d  to  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  th e  g ro u p . On th e  o th e r  hand , th e  
ex ce sse s  o f  th e  D u v a lie r  regim e have a t  l a s t  opened th e  eyes o f th e
more r e c e n t  and younger groups o f  e x i l e s  who r e j e c t  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l
\
o p p o s it io n  and a re  lo o k in g  f o r  new s o lu t io n s .  A lthough  d iv id e d  by 
p o l i t i c a l  b e l i e f s  ra n g in g  from  m odera te  c e n te r  to  f a r  l e f t ,  th ey  
r e p r e s e n t  th e  on ly  hope fo r  a new s t a r t  in  H a i t i . ,  However, in  t h i s  
w r i te r* s  o p in io n , i t  i s  o n ly  when th e y  p u t a s id e  th e  h o llow  p r id e  o f  
n a t io n a lis m  and a c c e p t th e  f a c t  t h a t  on ly  w ith  th e  i n i t i a l  su p p o rt o f 
a U n ited  N a tio n  m andate o r a n o th e r  form  o f i n t e r n a t io n a l  s u p e rv is io n  
w i l l  th e y  be a b le  to  be th e  s u c c e s s fu l  c ad res  o f  t h e i r  c o u n try . As 
c ap a b le  a s  th e y  a re  a s  in d iv id u a ls ,  th e y  a re  s t i l l  p a r t  o f  th e  
"system " which i s  to o  s tro n g  f o r  them to  re fo rm  a lo n e  w ith o u t O u tside  
h e lp .
As a  g e n e ra l  c o n c lu s io n  i t  can be s a id  t h a t  th e  bane o f H a i t ia n  
p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  has been  th e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  u n i te d  a c t io n ,  o r  th e
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s u b o rd in a tio n  o f  in d iv id u a l  i n t e r e s t  to  group i n t e r e s t .  . Too many edu­
c a te d  H a it ia n s  s t i l l  f e e l  today  th a t  th e y  a lo n e  can h an d le  H a it ia n  
problem s w ith  th e  su p p o rt o f  th o se  in d iv id u a ls  who sh a re  t h e i r  p a r t i c u ­
l a r  v iew s, and g iv en  a chance to  le a d  th ey  w i l l  in e v i t a b ly  tu rn  in to  
d i c t a t o r s  w ith  t h e i r  own c l iq u e s .  I t  seems th a t  th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f 
H a i t ia n  in d iv id u a lis m  has been  shaped by th e  h i s to r y  o f  th e  c o u n try  
and r e in f o r c e d  by i t s  s o c ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .
CHAPTER V III
RELIGION
P ro b ab ly  n o th in g  e l s e  comes to  mind more v iv id ly  w henever m ention  
i s  made o f  H a i t i  th a n  i t s  r e l i g io u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  i . e . ,  i t s  dom inant 
fo lk  r e l i g i o n :  vodou. However, th e  r o le  o f  r e l i g i o n  in  H a i t ia n
s o c ie ty  i s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  seco n d ary  one in  th e  sen se  t h a t  r e l ig io u s  
b e l i e f s  do n o t  p la y  a  key  r o le  i n  sh ap in g  v a lu e s  n o r d e te rm in in g  
b e h a v io r  n o r do th e y  have a m ajo r im pact on o th e r  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  
A s tu d y  o f  H a i t ia n  r e l ig io u s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  w h ile  g iv in g  im p o rtan t 
in s ig h ts  in to  th e  fo lkw ays and h a b i t s  o f  H a i t ia n  p e o p le , would n o t
n e c e s s a r i ly  le a d  to  a  com prehensive u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  H a it ia n  s o c ie ty
♦
as i t  m igh t i n  a n o th e r  s e m i - l i t e r a t e  c u l tu r e .  N o n e th e le ss , r e l ig io u s  
a c t i v i t i e s  have d e f i n i t e  fu n c t io n s  in  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  a lth o u g h  th ey  
m ig h t n o t  be  n e c e s s a r i ly  r e l ig io u s  o n es , b u t  r a th e r  fu n c tio n s  th a t  
o th e r  s o c ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  have f a i l e d  to  p ro v id e  f o r .
Freedom o f  r e l i g i o n  i s  a r e a l  f a c t  o f  H a i t ia n  l i f e .  Perhaps a  
more a c c u ra te  s ta te m e n t would be r e l ig io u s  in d i f f e r e n c e .  C a th o lic ism  
i s  th e  o f f i c i a l  f a i t h  o f  th e  c o u n try  and a l l  H a it ia n s  c o n s id e r  them­
s e lv e s  C a th o lic  w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  ab o u t e ig h t  p e rc e n t  who c la im  
th e y  a re  P r o te s ta n t  and th o s e  among th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  who p ro fe s s  to  
be a g n o s t ic s .  However, f o r  th e  v a s t  m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  H a it ia n  m asses , 
C h r i s t i a n i ty  i s  b u t  a  th in  v e n ee r and n e a r ly  90 p e rc e n t  o f  th e
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p o p u la t io n  ad h ere  in  one way o r  a n o th e r  to  vodou b e l i e f s .
A. Vodou
Much nonsense  has been  w r i t t e n  ab o u t vodou, a lth o u g h  a grow ing
s e r io u s  and s c h o la r ly  l i t e r a t u r e  on th e  s u b je c t  i s  g ra d u a l ly  o f f s e t t i n g
th e  ch eap , s e n s a t io n a l  books. However, th e  l a t t e r  a re  s t i l l  around
and th e  av erag e  p e rso n  i s  more l i k e l y  to  re a d  "Voodoo F i r e  o v e r H a i t i "
th a n  a  s e r io u s  e th n o lo g ic a l  m onographs Even th e  E n cy c lo p ed ia  o f
R e lig io n  and E th ic s  d e f in e s  vodou a s ;
d e v il-w o rs h ip  and f e t i s h i s m  b ro u g h t from  th e  Gold C oast 
o f ‘ A f r ic a  by Negro c a p t iv e s  to  th e  U .S . and th e  W est 
I n d i e s .  I t s  c h ie f  s a c r i f i c e  i s  a  g i r l  c h i ld  r e f e r r e d  to  
by th e  i n i t i a t e s  as ' t h e  g o a t w ith o u t h o r n '. . .T h e r e  i s  a  
r e g u la r  p r ie s th o o d  to  in t im id a te  and rob  th e  d e v o te e s . . .
Few w h ite  p e o p le  r e a l i z e  th e  m enaaeeoffvoodoo due to  i t s  
a b s o lu te  power on a c e r t a i n  c la s s  o f  m ind.*
2A c tu a l ly ,  by s o c io lo g ic a l  d e f i n i t i o n ,  vodou i s  a  r e l i g i o n .  I t  i s
a  s o c ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n  b u i l t  around  th e  id e a  o f  a  s u p e r n a tu r a l  b e in g  and
3th e  r e l a t i o n  o f  man to  t h i s  s u p e r n a tu r a l  pow er. A r e l i g i o n  p resu p p o ses
*James H a s tin g s  ( e d . ) ,  E n cy c lo p ed ia  o f  R e lig io n  and E th ic s  (New 
York: C h arle s  S c r ib n e r 's  Sons, 1925), V ol. X I I ,  p p . 640-41 . The d e f i ­
n i t i o n  o f  voodoo i s  a u th o re d  by Mary Owen, p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  M isso u ri 
F o lk lo re  S o c ie ty  and l i s t e d  as a d m itte d  to  t r i b a l  m embership w ith  th e  
A lgonquin I n d ia n s .
^ h e  term  i s  d e r iv e d  from  a Dahomean word s ig n i f y in g  god o r  s p i r i t .  
The s p e l l in g  VODOU and VODUN a r e  a c c e p ta b le  r e n d i t io n s  o f  th e  c r e o le  
p ro n o u n c ia tio n  o f  th e  w ord. The s p e l l in g  voodoo i s  g e n e r a l ly  av o id ed  
by s e r io u s  w r i t e r s  f o r  i t  has a  n e g a tiv e  c o n n o ta t io n  o f  b la c k  m agic, 
c h i ld  s a c r i f i c e  and o th e r  forms o f  s e n s a t io n a l is m . M ost o f  th e  vodou 
te rm in o lo g y  i s  o f  A fr ic a n  o r i g i n .
hlenry P r a t t  F a i r c h i ld  ( e d . ) ,  D ic t io n a ry  o f  S o c io lo g y  (New York; 
P h i lo s o p h ic a l  L ib ra ry ,  1944), p .  256.
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th r e e  fundam ental e le m e n ts , nam ely: 1) a  b e l i e f  sy stem ; 2) a  s e t  o f
r i t u a l s ;  3) a  p la c e  o f  w o rsh ip . Vodou has a l l  th r e e .  _
Vodou fo llo w e rs  b e l ie v e  i n  th e  power o f  th e  d i v i n i t i e s  to  w hich 
th e y  a t t r i b u t e  t h e i r  fo r tu n e s  and m is fo r tu n e s .  They p r a c t i c e  e la b o ­
r a t e  r i t e s ,  r i t u a l s  and ce rem o n ies . F in a l ly  vodou b e l ie v e r s  w orsh ip  
. in  tem ples known as h o u m fo rt. Vodou i s  a  form o f  anim ism  in  th e  
sen se  t h a t  i t s  fo llo w e rs  b e l ie v e  t h a t  c e r t a i n  o b je c ts  a r e  in h a b ite d  
by s p i r i t s .  However, C a th o lic  r i t u a l s  and p ra y e rs  a re  a ls o  in c o r ­
p o ra te d  in to  vodou th ro u g h  th e  c u rio u s  p ro c e ss  o f  s y n c re tism .
W hile C a th o lic ism  i s  th e  o f f i c i a l  r e l i g i o n  o f  H a i t i ,  e v e ry  vodou 
a d h e re n t in c lu d in g  a vodou p r i e s t  c o n s id e rs  h im s e lf  a C a th o l ic .  Those 
who p r a c t i c e  vodou a re  o f te n  b a p tiz e d  C a th o lic s  and o c c a s io n a l ly  
a t te n d  m ass. They f a i l  to  comprehend t h a t  C a th o lic ism  a u to m a tic a l ly  
ex c lu d es  o th e r  r e l ig io n s - .  They do n o t co n ce iv e  o f  C a th o lic ism  as an 
o rg a n ise d  r e l i g i o n  w ith  a s e t  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and p r iv i l e g e s  to  
w hich  one owes an e x c lu s iv e  lo y a l ty .  They f e e l  one can be b o th  a 
vodou b e l ie v e r  and a p r a c t i c a n t  C a th o l ic ,  f o r  vodouism  h as  a f r i e n d ly  
d i s p o s i t io n  tow ard th e  C a th o lic  C hurch.
1 . O r ig in  and Developm ent o f  Vodou
. .  >  •
Vodou has i t s  o r ig i n  in  A fr ic a n  b e l i e f s  and cerem onies t r a n s ­
p la n te d  by s la v e s  to  th e  New W orld w here th e y - assumed new form s. 
T h e re fo re , i t  would be more c o r r e c t  to  s ay  t h a t  vodou was b o m  in  th e  
New W orld b u t  has i t s  m ajo r ro o ts  in  A f r ic a .  T here  i s  an  e s s e n t i a l  
s y n c r e t ic  q u a l i ty  ab o u t vodou. I t  i s  n o t s im p ly  a  W est A fr ic a n  c u l t  
t r a n s p la n te d  to  th e  Am erican h em isp h ere . I t  i s  a  com posite  o f  A fr ic a n
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b e l i e f s  and p r a c t i c e s ,  C a th o lic  r i t e s ,  m a g ic a l p r a c t ic e s  o f  European 
o r ig i n  as  w e l l  as H a i t ia n  in n o v a t io n s . W hile vodou c u l t s  o c c u rre d  
o n ly  in  H a i t i  and L o u is ia n a  d u rin g  th e  c o lo n ia l  p e r io d ,  s im i la r  c u l t s  
d eveloped  in  o th e r  p a r t s  o f  L a t in  Am erica w h erev er th e r e  was a  co n cen ­
t r a t i o n  o f  A fr ic a n  s la v e s .  F o r in s ta n c e ,  th e  condomble and macumba 
r i t e s  o f  B r a z i l ,  th e  ndn igo  o f  Cuba, th e  bbeah  o f  Jam aica  and th e  
shango c u l t  o f  T r in id a d , some o f  them s t i l l  f lo u r i s h in g  to d a y .
The s la v e s  b ro u g h t to  H a i t i  r e p re s e n te d  many d i f f e r e n t  t r i b e s  
w ith  d i f f e r e n t  languages and r e l ig io u s  b e l i e f s .  However, th e y  a l l  
had dance as a common medium o f  r e l ig io u s  e x p re s s io n , and i t  i s  around  
th e  dance complex t h a t  th e  com posite  H a i t ia n  vodou b e l i e f s  em erged, 
dom inated p r i n c i p a l l y  by Dahomean c u l tu r e .
T h ere  i s  no ev id en ce  t h a t  d u rin g  c o lo n ia l  tim es vodou was e v e r  
c o n s id e re d  im p o rta n t by th e  w h ite  r u l i n g  c l a s s .  I n  a  way, i t  p roved  
to  be t h e i r  undoing  f o r  vodou p la y ed  a  d e c is iv e  r o le  in  th e  mass s la v e  
u p r is in g  d u rin g  th e  H a i t ia n  w ar o f  in d ep en d en ce . I t  was in  th e  seem ing­
ly  in n o c e n t vodou dance g a th e r in g s  t h a t  th e  id e a  o f  r e v o l t  g e rm in a ted  
and sp re a d  a c ro ss  th e  i s l a n d .  I t  was in  vodou g a th e r in g s  t h a t  th e  
bond o f s o l i d a r i t y  e s s e n t i a l  to  a  s u c c e s s fu l  r e v o l t  was b o rn . H a i t ia n  
h i s to r y  re c o rd s  th e  c e le b r a te d  cerem onie  du B ols Caiman d i r e c te d  by  
th e  vodou p r i e s t  Boukman w here a  p ig  was s a c r i f i c e d  and th e  p a r t i c i ­
p a n ts  d rank  i t s  b lo o d  as a lo y a l ty  o a th  on th e  eve o f  th e  s u c c e s s f u l
r e v o l t  o f  h a l f  a  m i l l i o n  s la v e s .  Vodou was su p p re ssed  in  th e  p e r io d
* * * * *
w hich fo llo w ed  ind ep en d en ce . The new b la c k  r u l e r s ,  r e a l i z i n g  w hat an  
e f f e c t iv e  to o l  vodou m eetings had been  in  f o s te r in g  r e b e l l i o n ,  fe a re d
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t h a t  t h i s  same to o l  m ig h t be  used  a g a in s t  them . However, th e  su p ­
p re s s io n  gave way s lo w ly  as  th e r e  w ere no e f f e c t i v e  means to  im plem ent 
i t ,  and by th e  m id d le  o f  th e  19 th  c e n tu ry , vodou had g ra d u a lly  c r y s t a l - _ 
l i z e d  in to  th e  form  i t  now e x h ib i t s .  O c c a s io n a lly  cam paigns have been  
waged to  su p p re ss  th e  c u l t  w ith  th e  conn ivance  o f  th e  C a th o lic  and 
P r o te s t a n t  C hurches. The l a s t  a n ti-v o d o u  cam paign, s ta g e d  in  1941, 
was so  i n t o l e r a n t  and b r u t a l  t h a t  i t  b ro u g h t s e v e re  c r i t i c i s m s  upon
f
th e  ch u rch  and governm ent by re s p o n s ib le  c i t i z e n s .  W ith th e  S o c ia l  
R ev o lu tio n  o f 1946, ed u ca ted  H a it ia n s  began to  a c c e p t th e  A fr ic a n  c u l ­
t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  as  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  th e  n a t io n a l  c u l tu r e ,  h e n c e fo r th  
vodou a c t i v i t i e s ,  w h ile  n o t  enco u rag ed , have been  to l e r a t e d  and n o t 
i n t e r f e r e d  w ith .  I t  goes w ith o u t sa y in g  t h a t  th e  s i x  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  
n a t io n  w hich  makes up th e  u rb an  b o u rg e o is ie  and m idd le  c la s s  do n o t 
p a r t i c i p a t e  in  vodou a c t i v i t i e s  o r  b e l i e f s .  In  f a c t ,  th e  e l i t e  
chooses to  ig n o re  vodou r a t h e r  th a n  condemn i t .  Of c o u rse , anyone 
l iv in g  in  H a i t i ,  as removed as th e y  m ight be from  th e  m asses, can n o t 
h e lp  h e a r in g  ab o u t th e  f a n t a s t i c  s t o r i e s ,  s t r a n g e  happen ings and 
e x p lo i t s  o f  vodou fo l lo w e rs .  However, t h i s  know ledge i s  u s u a l ly  
a c q u ire d  secondhand . To p a r t i c i p a t e  in  o r  even to  w itn e s s  vodou 
cerem onies would th r e a te n  th e  s o c ia l  s t a t u s  o f  an ed u ca ted  H a it ia n  
u n le s s  he i s  an a r t i s t  o r  a  s tu d e n t  o f  f o lk l o r e .
2 . The S t r u c tu r e  o f  th e  Vodou C u lt
Vodou i s  n o t  an o rg a n iz e d  r e l i g i o n  w ith  a  dogma, a s e t  o f  w r i t t e n  
t r a d i t i o n s ,  a  c e n t r a l i z e d  o rg a n iz a t io n , a membership r o l l ,  o r  a  chosen  
day f o r  w o rsh ip . I t  i s  governed  by o r a l  t r a d i t i o n s  and anyone who has
th e  c a l l  can  te c h n ic a l ly  be a vodou p r i e s t .  However, le a d e r s h ip  i s  
g e n e r a l ly  p assed  down w i th in  th e  ex tended  fa m ily . Every community • 
and tem ple  has i t s  own o r g a n iz a t io n ,  w ith  t r a d i t i o n s  v a ry in g  from  
re g io n  to  re g io n . Vodou a c t i v i t i e s  a re  n o ta b ly  weak in  th e  n o r th  b u t  
s tro n g  in  th e  re g io n  o f  P o r t - a u -P r in c e  and in  th e  so u th e rn  p e n in s u la .
The m ost pow erfu l vodou p r i e s t s  a r e  in  P o r t- a u -P r in c e  c a r in g  f o r  th e  
needs o f  th e  c a p i t a l ' s  grow ing p r o l e t a r i a t .  In  re g io n s  w here P r o te s ta n t  
m iss io n s  a re  a c t iv e  o r  w here th e  C a th o lic  church  has a  p ro g re s s iv e  p ro ­
gram o f  s o c ia l  s e r v ic e s  such  as sch o o ls  and d is p e n s a r ie s ,  vodou 
t r a d i t i o n s  w eaken.^-
A vodou p r i e s t  i s  c a l l e d  hougan. T here  a re  v a r io u s  ty p es  o f  
hougans ran g in g  from  th e  im p o s te rs  to  th e  much fe a re d  p o w erfu l o n es . 
G e n e ra lly  th ey  a re  i l l i t e r a t e  o r  have l i t t l e  e d u c a tio n , b u t  i t ^ i a ;  com­
p e n sa te d  f o r  by t h e i r  cu n n in g , n a tu r a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and le a d e rs h ip  
q u a l i t i e s .  They p o sse ss  an e x te n s iv e  knowledge o f  th e  c u r a t iv e  p ro p e r ­
t i e s  o f  h e rb s , and a r e  th e  c a r r i e r s  o f  a  v a s t  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  o f  b e l i e f s ,  
r i t e s  and m ythology from  one g e n e ra t io n  to  th e  n e x t .  The fem ale 
c o u n te r p a r t  o f  a hougan i s  known as  a  mambo. Sometimes in  th e  more 
im p o rta n t tem ples sh e  se rv e s  w ith  hougans o r  she has an e s ta b lis h m e n t 
o f  h e r  own. N ext in  l i n e  in  th e  vodou h ie ra rc h y  a re  th e  c a n z o s . These 
a re  th e  i n i t i a t e s  w ho.have gone th ro u g h  th e  f i r s t  o r  second d eg ree
^F or in s ta n c e  on T o rtu g a  I s la n d  in  n o r th e rn  H a i t i ,  vodou was 
th r iv in g  u n t i l  th e  a r r i v a l  o f  a  dynamic F ren ch  p r i e s t  who founded a 
model h o s p i t a l  and p ro v id e d  many s o c i a l  s e r v ic e s  f o r  th e  i s l a n d 's  
10,000 in h a b i ta n t s .  He p r id e s  h im s e lf  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  two 
l a s t  vodou p r i e s t s  d ie d  a t  h is  h o s p i t a l .
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i n i t i a t i o n  r i t e s .  A f te r  th e  t h i r d  i n i t i a t i o n  th e y  become f u l l -  
f le d g e d  mambos o r  h o u gans. Two o th e r  p e rso n ag es  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  vodou 
a r e  th e  b o co r and d o c te u r  f e u i l l e . The bo co r i s  an in d iv id u a l  endowed 
w ith  m ag ica l know ledge b u t  who i s  in v o lv ed  e s s e n t i a l l y  in  n e g a tiv e  
m ag ic . He s e l l s  ouangas (dam aging o r  p r o te c t iv e  ch arm s). The d o c te u r  
f e u i l l e  i s  a  m ed ic in e  man whose know ledge o f  th e  m e d ic in a l p r o p e r t i e s  
o f  p la n ts  and m agic in c a n ta t io n s  makes him an im p o rta n t p e rso n  in  
r u r a l  H a i t i  w here th e r e  a re  p r a c t i c a l l y  no p h y s ic ia n s .  He can  be an 
in d ep en d en t b u t v e ry  o f te n  he i s  a ls o  a  hougan o r  a t  l e a s t  a  c an z o . 
A no ther pe rso n ag e  w o rth y  o f  m en tion  i s  th e  p e re  sayane (bush  p r i e s t )  
who s ta n d s  midway betw een vodou and C a th o lic ism  and i s  th u s  a s o r t  
o f  a  human r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  s y n c re tis m . He i s  a  layman whose know­
led g e  o f  C a th o lic  p ra y e rs  i s  c a l l e d  upon to  o f f i c i a t e  a t  b le s s in g s ,  
fu n e r a l  and o th e r  solem n o c c a s io n s  in  r u r a l  H a i t i .
The vodou tem ple  i s  c a l l e d  a  h o u m fo rt. I t  has a m a k e sh if t  
ap p ea ran ce , seldom  more th a n  a  th a tc h e d  ro o f  o v e r wooden p o le s  w ith  a 
d i r t  f l o o r .  T here  a r e  s e v e r a l  benches on th e  s id e s  and i t s  c e n t r a l  
p o le ,  p o te au  m ita n , h as  r e l ig io u s  s ig n i f ic a n c e .  A t one end o f  t h i s  
r e c ta n g u la r  space  a re  two doors le a d in g  to  a l t a r  rooms w hich  a re  
p r i v a t e .  A vodou a l t a r  i s  s im i l a r  to  a  C a th o lic  one b u t i s  l i t t e r e d  
w ith  th e  o d d es t a sso r tm e n t o f  o b je c t s :  c r u c i f i x e s ,  c a n d le s , o f f e r in g s
o f  food and d r in k , p l a s t i c  to y s ,  s to n e  a r t i f a c t s  o f  a b o r ig in a l  In d ia n s , 
co vered  c la y  j a r s  (g o v is )  b e l ie v e d  to  c o n ta in  th e  s o u ls  o f  c e r t a i n  
d e i t i e s ,  and o th e r  v a r io u s  and su n d ry  o b je c t s .  The u rb an  tem ples a re  
a  l i t t l e  more e la b o r a te  and g e n e r a l ly  more gaudy, b u t  th e y  n e v e r
ap p rox im ate  th e  d ig n i ty  o f  a  c h u rc h , n o r i s  an e f f o r t  made to  ach iev e  
t h a t  e f f e c t .  A vodou tem ple  r e f l e c t s  by i t s  ap p ea ran ce  th e  g e n e ra l  
in fo r m a l i ty  o f  vodou cerem o n ies .
I t  i s  h a rd  to  d e c id e  w h e th er vodou i s  a p o l y t h e i s t i c  o r  a  mono­
t h e i s t i c  r e l i g i o n .  I t  i s  m o n o th e is t ic  in  th e  se n se  t h a t  th e  C h r is t ia n  
god i s  c o n s id e re d  th e  m a s te r  o f  a l l  th e  o th e r  d i v i n i t i e s .  However 
t h i s  supreme god (B on-d ieu) i s  n o t  w orsh ipped  in  vodou tem ples b u t in  
c h u rc h e s . T h ere  a re  hundreds o f  vodou d i v i n i t i e s  c a l l e d  l o a s . They 
co u ld  be compared to  th e  s a in t s  o f  th e  somewhat p r im i t iv e  C a th o lic ism  
o f  so u th e rn  E urope, w here th e  s t a tu e s  o f  s a in t s  have more m eaning to  
th e  f a i t h f u l  th an  an a b s t r a c t  god.
The vodou d e i t i e s  a re  d iv id e d  in to  two c l a s s e s :  th e  ra d a  d i v i n i t i e s
o f  A fr ic a n  o r ig i n ,  and th e  p e t r o  d i v i n i t i e s  o f  H a i t ia n  o r i g i n .  I n  
ev ery  tem ple  th e r e  a re  two a l t a r  cham bers, one f o r  each c la s s  o f  gods.
The two cerem onies a re  k e p t  s e p a r a te  and have d i f f e r e n t  drum s, rhy thm s, 
ch an ts  and d a n ce s . The ra d a  r i t e s  a re  more common and more im p o r ta n t, 
w hereas th e  p e tro  r i t e s  a re  c h a r a c te r iz e d  by t h e i r  v io le n c e ,  th e  
g r e a te r  u se  o f  magic and th e r e f o r e  a re  more e x c i t in g  to  w a tch . Each 
d e i ty  has h is  rhythm  and to  each  rhythm  co rre sp o n d s  more o r  le s s  a . 
dance .
Through th e  p ro c e ss  o f  s y n c re tism  th e  i d e n t i f y  o f  some o f  th e  
vodou d e i t i e s  has become con fused  w ith  C a th o lic  s a in ts ." *  To name a
"*The C a th o lic  Church was i n d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  t h i s  phenomenon 
o f  m is ta k en  i d e n t i t y  by f lo o d in g  th e  re p u b lic  w ith  in e x p en s iv e  l i t h o -  
grfijphs o f  C a th o lic  s a i n t s .  F o r in s ta n c e  th e  l i th o g r a p h  o f  S t .  P a t r ic k  
shows him w ith  snakes a t  h is  f e e t ,  hence th e  co n fu s io n  w ith  th e  snake 
god D am balla. T h is  co u ld  a ls o  be c o n s id e re d  an exam ple o f  c u l t u r a l  
r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .
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few : D am balla, th e  sn ak e  god, a s s o c ia te d  w ith  S t .  P a t r i c k .  H is
rhythm  and dance i s  y a n v a lo u . im i t a t iv e  o f  snake movem ents. M a itre s s e  
E r z u l i e ,  goddess o f  lo v e  i s  co n ce iv ed  as a >b e a u t i f u l  f a i r - s k in n e d  
woman, an<fji) a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  V irg in  M ary. P erfum es, f lo w e rs  and 
cakes a re  o f f e re d  to  h e r .  Sometimes h e r  m ale d ev o tee s  go th ro u g h  a 
c u r io u s  ceremony w here th e y  e n te r  in to  a m a rria g e  p a c t  w ith  h e r .  Legba, 
m a s te r  o f  th e  c ro s s ro a d , i s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  S t .  A nthony. Ogun, th e  
god o f  w ar, i s  found in  A f r ic a  and B r a z i l  w ith  th e  same name and fu n c ­
t i o n .  Agoue i s  th e  m a s te r  o f  th e  s e a s  and i s  honored  e s p e c ia l l y  by 
s a i l o r s  and f ish e rm e n . S im bi i s  a  p e t r o  god who in h a b i t s  t r e e s  and 
is  r e p o r te d ly  tem p eram en ta l, f o r  each  d e i ty  has i t s  own p e r s o n a l i t y .  
T here  a re  s p e c ia l  c u l t s  f o r  tw ins (m arassa ) who a re  b e l ie v e d  to  be 
endowed w ith  s p e c ia l  g r a c e s ,  and c u l t s  f o r  th e  d ead . The l a t t e r ,  
known as guedel i s  c e le b r a te d  d u rin g  A l l  S a in ts  Day w ith  e r o t i c  
dances sy m b o liz in g  th e  d u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  and d e a th .
3 . The Vodou S e rv ic e  and th e  Phenomenon o f  P o s s e s s io n
Vodou s e r v ic e s  v a ry  from a h a n d fu l o f  p eo p le  d an c in g  and c h an tin g - 
to  th e  accompaniment o f  drum s, to  v e ry  e la b o r a te  cerem onies o f  s e v e ra l  
d a y s1 d u ra t io n  in v o lv in g  hundreds o f  p e o p le , props and an im al s a c r i ­
f i c e s .  Drumming, d a n c in g , c h a n tin g , p o s s e s s io n  and s a c r i f i c e s  a re
j
th e  c h ie f  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  vodou s e r v ic e s .  Women p a r t i c i p a n t s  f a r  o u t­
number men. C o n tra ry  to  p o p u la r  b e l i e f s  h e ld  by f o r e ig n e r s ,  vodou 
cerem onies do n o t end in  o rg ie s  and th e  d r in k in g  w hich  o c cu rs  i s  h a rd ly  
e v e r  e x c e s s iv e .
By f a r  th e  m ost o u ts ta n d in g  a s p e c t  and th e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  th e
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vodou ceremony i s  th e  p o s s e s s io n .  Under th e  h y p n o tic  e f f e c t  o f  drum 
rhy thm s, s t im u la te d  by  d ancing  aiid p o s s ib ly  by b e l i e f s ,  a  p a r t i c i ­
p a n t ,  alw ays an  i n i t i a t e ,  su d d en ly  f a l l s  in to  a  h y s t e r i c a l  s t a t e  s im i­
l a r  to  an  e p i l e p t i c  s e iz u r e .  H is w hole body te n s e s  and he moves 
f r a n t i c a l l y ,  s t i l l  s ta y in g  in  rhythm  u n t i l  th e  vodou p r i e s t  b r in g s  him 
o u t o f  h is  t r a n c e .  I t  i s  in t e r p r e t e d  as a  s t a t e  d u rin g  w hich a  d e i ty  
e n te r s  th e  s o u l  o f  th e  p e rso n  p o s se s s e d . The p e r s o n a l i ty  o f  th e  p o s­
s e s se d  undergoes r a d i c a l  ch an g es .an d  ta k e s  on th e  s p e c i f i c  p e r s o n a l i ty  
o f  th e  d e i ty .  F o r in s ta n c e  someone p o s se sse d  by Dam balla w i l l  s t a r t  
moving l i k e  a  sn a k e . E th n o lo g is ts  have re p o r te d  e x tra o rd in a ry  f e a t s  
accom plished  by  p e rso n s  in  a  s t a t e  o f  p o s se s s io n , such  as w a lk in g  on 
re d  h o t  c h a rc o a l w ith o u t  p h y s ic a l  i n j u r i e s ,  s ta y in g  under w a te r  fo r  
an in c r e d ib le  le n g th  o f  tim e , e t c .  P sy c h o lo g ic a l s tu d ie s  a re  c u rs  
r e n t l y  b e in g  made to  g iv e  a  s c i e n t i f i c  e x p la n a tio n  to  th e  phenomenon 
o f  p o s s e s s io n .^
To g iv e  an id e a  o f  a  vodou cerem ony, th e  fo llo w in g  i s  a  b r i e f  
acco u n t o f  a  p e t r o  ceremony w itn e s s e d  by t h i s  w r i t e r  on C hristm as Eve 
1960, a t  C ro ix  des M iss io n s  n e a r  P o r t - a u - P r in c e .
We a r r iv e d  a t  th e  houm fort around 8 p .m . Only a  few p e rso n s  w ere 
th e r e .  P eo p le  came in  c a s u a l l y  one by one and m il le d  around , w h ile  th e
sa c re d  o b je c ts  w ere  b e in g  p re p a re d . A f te r  two h ou rs  th e  tem ple was
f i l l e d  w ith  p e o p le . Drummers s t a r t e d  to  t i g h te n  t h e i r  drums and p la y  
a  l i t t l e ,  someone s t a r t e d  a  song , someone e l s e  s t a r t e d  to  dance and 
b e fo re  we knew i t ,  th e  ceremony had g o t te n  underw ay. The vodou
p r i e s t  emerged in  v e ry  c o lo r f u l  c lo th e s ;  he opened th e  door to  th e .
p e t r o  a l t a r  cham ber w hich  was b la z in g  w ith  c a n d le l ig h ts .  He s tep p ed  
o u ts id e  o f  th e  tem p le  w i th  a  la rg e  w hip w hich  he c rack ed  in  th e  dead 
o f  n ig h t  to  c a l l  th e  s p i r i t s .  Drumming s t a r t e d  to  g e t  lo u d e r  and 
f a s t e r ,  th e  d ancing  became more g e n e ra l  and e n e r g e t ic .  T a f ia  rum was 
p a ssed  around b u t  on th e  w ho le , d r in k in g  rem ained m odera te . The f i r s t  
p o s s e s s io n  o c cu rred  around m id n ig h t. A woman who was an a c t iv e  d an ce r 
w ithdrew  to  th e  s id e  and a c te d  as i f  she w ere f ig h t in g  o f f  b e in g  s ic k
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4 . G en era l Remarks ab o u t Vodou
B ecause ojE i t s  s y n c r e t ic  n a tu re  and the, absence  o f  w r i t t e n  t r a ­
d i t i o n ,  vodou ap p ea rs  as a lo o se  body o f  b e l i e f s ,  r i t u a l s  and custom s 
w hich  a re  n o t  c l e a r l y  e lu c id a te d  by i t s  n o n - l i t e r a t e  fo l lo w e r s .  T h e re ­
f o r e ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  g iv e  a  c o n c is e  g e n e ra l  p ic tu r e  o f  th e  r e l i g i o n  
f o r  i t  i s  a  r e l i g i o n  o f  a c t io n  n o t  one o f  re a so n . The fo llo w in g  i s  an 
a tte m p t to  summarize th e  e sse n ce  o f  vodou.
Vodou i s  a c u l t  th ro u g h  w hich  th e  b e l ie v e r  w o rsh ip s  d i v i n i t i e s  
to  w hich  he a t t r i b u t e s  h i s  fo r tu n e s  and m is fo r tu n e s . Through th e  
medium o f  a  p r i e s t ,  d i v i n i t i e s  can  be p le a s e d  o r  appeased  by making 
o f f e r in g s  and by fo llo w in g  c e r t a i n  r i t u a l s .  These g e n e r a l ly  ta k e
when su d d en ly  she le ap ed  in to  th e  c e n te r ,  h e r  body v io l e n t ly  sh ak in g  
from  head to  to e .  She r o l l e d  on th e  d i r t  f lo o r  and im m ed ia te ly  o th e r  
canzos came to  h e r  a s s i s ta n c e  ta k in g  o f f  h e r  b e l t  and o th e r  sh a rp  
o b je c ts  so t h a t  sh e  would n o t in ju r e  h e r s e l f  in  t h i s  u n c o n tr o l la b le  
s t a t e .  The hougan b ro u g h t h e r  o u t o f  h e r  t r a n c e  by sp ra y in g  rum on 
h e r  f a c e .  About an ho u r l a t e r  th e  s a c r i f i c i a l  an im a l, a  dog, was 
b ro u g h t i n .  He was c a r e f u l ly  b a th ed  w ith  a  s o lu t io n  o f  w a te r  and 
c ru sh ed  f r a g r a n t  le a v e s .  Then a  to r c h  l i t  p ro c e s s io n  to o k  th e  dog to  - 
a d e c o ra te d  open tomb w here he was b u r ie d  a l i v e  as  a  s a c r i f i c e  to  th e  
d e i ty  w hich p r o te c t s  t h i s  tem p le . B efo re  h i s  b u r i a l ,  a  few Ave 
M aria  and P a te r  N o s te r  w ere  r e c i t e d  i n  g ro u p . A nother woman g o t p o s ­
s e s se d  and s t a r t e d  to  b a rk  and assume d o g - l ik e  p o s tu r e .  When we l e f t  
on C hris tm as m orning , th e  ceremony was s t i l l  go ing  on .
A nother d e s c r ip t io n  from a  te rm  p a p e r o f  one o f  t h i s  w r i t e r ' s  s t u ­
d e n ts  r e l a t i n g  h is  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r ie n c e  w hich  i s  a d m itte d ly  r a t h e r  
a ty p ic a l  f o r  a  u n iv e r s i ty  s tu d e n t :
. . TA m other was go ing  to  lo s e  h e r  c h i ld  w hich  seemed th re a te n e d  by 
d ia b o l ic  f o r c e s .  The c h i ld  co u ld  h a rd ly  b re a th e  and was e x p ec ted  to  
d ie .  She c a l l e d  upon a  vodou p r i e s t  i n  B e la i r  (populous s e c t io n  o f 
P o r t - a u - P r in c e ) . The l a t t e r  o rg a n iz e d  an e la b o r a te  ceremony d u rin g  w hich  
he c a l l e d  upon th e  d e i t i e s .  I n  a  s t a t e  o f  p o s se s s io n  he su d d en ly  g rabbed  
th e  c h i ld  from  th e  la p  o f  h is  m other say in g  to  h e r  " g iv e  me yo u r l i t t l e  
o n e ."  He p u t  him i n  a b a s in  c o n ta in in g  cerem o n ia l a c c e s s o r ie s ,  shook 
him , blew  a i r  in  h i s  n o s t r i l s ,  h i s  eyes and e a rs  and b a th e d  him , s lap p e d  
him a l l  o v e r , and r e tu rn e d  th e  c h i ld  to  th e  woman s a y in g : "H ere i s  y o u r
l i t t l e  o n e ."  The c h i ld  to d ay  i s  ta k in g  co u rses  in  so c io lo g y  a t  th e  
U n iv e rs i ty  o f  H a i t i . . .
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p la c e  a t  s e r v ic e s  w here  dances and c h a n ts  accom panied by drum rhythm s 
a re  u sed  to  c r e a t e  a s t a t e  o f  e x a l t a t i o n  o r  p o s s e s s io n  b r in g in g  th e  
i n i t i a t e  c lo s e r  to  h is  god . The p r i e s t  i s  b e lie v e d  to  b e  endowed 
w ith  s u p e r n a tu r a l  powers and to  be a b le  to  d isp e n se  h is  powers by 
s e l l i n g  m ag ica l o b je c ts  o r  g iv in g  p r e s c r ip t io n s  c a p a b le  o f  b r in g in g  
o r  w ard ing  o f f  e v i l .
W ith  r e s p e c t  to  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  why i s  vodou so n o to r io u s ,  one 
can  t r a c e  i t  back  to  an in c id e n t ,  th e  famous a f f a i r e  B izo to n  w hich  
o c c u rre d  in  th e  1 9 th  c e n tu ry  and was g iv en  w ide p u b l i c i t y .  B izo to n  
i s  a  suburb  o f  P o r t - a u - P r in c e  w here i n  1863 a  l i t t l e  g i r l  d is a p p e a re d . 
A f te r  a  few days i t  was d is c o v e re d  t h a t  sh e  had b een  u sed  as a  human 
s a c r i f i c e  by r e l i g io u s  f a n a t i c s .  A p o l ic e  i n v e s t ig a t io n  r e s u l t e d  in  
th e  a r r e s t  o f  e ig h t  p e rso n s  who w ere b ro u g h t'" to  t r i a l ,  found g u i l t y ,  
condemned to  d e a th  and e x ecu ted  r a p id ly  so  as to  calm  p u b lic  in d ig n a ­
t i o n .  Much p u b l i c i t y  was g iv en  to  th e  t r i a l  by fo r e ig n  j o u r n a l i s t s .  
Twenty f iv e  y e a rs  l a t e r  S p en se r S t .  Jo h n , a  fo rm er B r i t i s h  d ip lo m at 
i n  H a i t i ,  p u b lis h e d  h is  memoirs and d ev o ted  two c h a p te rs  to  t h i s  
a f f a i r  and o th e r  a l le g e d  c a se s  o f  c a n n ib a lism  which, he  l in k e d  w ith  
vodou , th u s  r e v iv in g  and re c o rd in g  . fo r  p o s t e r i t y  th e  u n fo r tu n a te  
e p is o d e .^
S in ce  S i r  S p e n s e r ’s 't i m e  t o u r i s t s  to  H a i t i  have h a b i tu a l ly  
s p e n t a few h o u rs  a s h o re , h e a rd  drum beats from th e  h i l l s ,  
and shuddered  d e l i c io u s ly  as th e y  c o n ju re d  up images o f  
w e ird  g o in g -o n —b la c k  m agic , l i c e n t io u s  d an ces , and 
f r e n e t i c  o r g i e s .  N o v e l is ts  d u rin g  th e  p a s t  h a l f - c e n tu r y  
have spun t h e i r  t a l e s  f u l l  o f  lo c a l  c o lo r ,  w h ile  ’s e r i o u s ’ 
a u th o rs  have made sm a ll fo r tu n e s  o u t o f  p s e u d o - s c ie n t i f i c
7
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books w ith  j u s t  enough f a c t s  m ing led  w ith  t h e i r  lu s h  
im ag in ings to  g iv e  'a n  a i r  o f  s im i l i tu d e  to  an o th e rw ise  
b a ld  and u n co n v in c in g  n a r r a t i v e . '  I h e i r  language runs 
in to  such  p u rp le  p h ra se s  as. 'b lood-m addened , sex-m addened, 
god-m addened,' t o  d e s c r ib e  th e  r e l ig io u s  e x a l t a t i o n  o f 
th e  p eo p le  a t  a  vodun s e r v ic e .  Under i th is  c o n s ta n t  r a in  
o f  m is re p re s e n ta t io n ,  H a itia n s  who c a re  f o r  th e  good 
o p in io n  o f  o th e r  n a t io n s  have become e x tre m e ly  s e n s i t iv e  
on th e  s u b je c t  o f  th e  f o lk  r e l i g i o n .  -
A nother f a c t o r  add in g  to  th e  d is r e p u te  o f  vodou i s  th e  g e n e r a l ly  
d is o rg a n iz e d , f r a n t i c  and c ru d e  ap pearance  o f  vodou cerem onies w hich- 
makes i t  h a rd  f o r  a f o r e ig n  o n lo o k e r to  p e rc e iv e  a  r e s p e c ta b le  o r  
d ig n i f i e d  e lem en t i n  t h i s  f o lk  r e l i g i o n ,  e s p e c ia l l y  i f  h e  co n ce iv es  
o f  r e l i g io n  in  r i g i d  m oral te rm s .
"With r e s p e c t  to  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  w h e th e r vodou p la y s  an im p o rta n t 
o r  even dom inant r o le  in  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty ,  o p in io n s  a re  d iv id e d . F i r s t  
a re  th o s e  who f e e l  t h a t  vodou perm eates ev ery  phase  o f  H a i t ia n  l i f e  
and i s  one o f th e  c h ie f  b a r r i e r s  to  p r o g r e s s .  O th ers  f e e l  t h a t  w h ile  
vodou i s  an im p o rta n t a s p e c t  o f  H a i t ia n  c u l tu r e ,  i t s  im pac t i s  n o t  
so in c lu s iv e  and i t s  in f lu e n c e  on n a t io n a l  l i f e  has been  g r e a t ly  
e x a g g e ra te d . T h is  w r i t e r  a d o p ts  the  l a t t e r  view  w h ile  a g re e in g  th a t  
s u p e r s t i t io n s  can  r e t a r d  p ro g r e s s ,  b u t th e re  a re  many f a c to r s  i n h i b i ­
t in g  p ro g re s s  in  H a i t i  more im p o rtan t th a n  i t s  fo lk  r e l i g io n .
As to  th e  fu n c t io n  o f  vodou, i t  i s  obvious t h a t  i f  i t  d id  n o t 
s e rv e  any n e ed s , vodou w ould n o t  show th e  v i t a l i t y  i t  s t i l l  m a n ife s ts  
among th e  H a i t ia n  m asses . L ik e  any r e l i g i o n ,  i t  has many fu n c t io n s ,  
th o se  u s u a l ly  d e s c r ib e d  as th e  needs o f  th e  in n e r  man, i . e . ,  s e c u r i t y
®Leybum, o £ . c i t . , p . 133.
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a g a in s t  th e  f e a r  o f  th e  u n e x p la in a b le ,  s e c u r i t y  a g a in s t  th e  d an g er o f  
w ant and i l l n e s s ,  th e  s e c u r i t y  o f  hope and t r u s t  p la c e d  in  th e  s u p e r ­
n a t u r a l .  F u r th e rm o re , vodou has im p o rta n t s o c i a l  and r e c r e a t io n a l  
fu n c t io n s .  P a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  th e  s in g in g  and d an c in g  o f  a vodou 
s e r v ic e  i s  e n jo y a b le  and e x c i t in g  and o f f e r s  an e sc a p e  from  th e  
r e a l i t y  o f  c ru sh in g  p o v e r ty . I t  has a th e r a p e u t ic  fu n c tio n  as an 
a c c e p ta b le  c h an n e l to  v e n t  o f f  te n s io n s  and even h o s t i l i t y .  P o s s ib ly  
th e  low r a t e  o f  c rim e among th e  H a i t ia n  m asses i s  r e l a t e d  to  th e  vodou 
p r a c t i c e  o f  m agic in to  w hich  envy, a n g e r , i n s u l t ,  m a lic e  and many o th e r  
a g g re s s iv e  f e e l i n g s . a r e  c h an n e le d . Vodou c a te r s  to  some o f  th e  b a s ic  
needs o f  th e  p e o p le . As long  as th e  C h r i s t i a n  m is s io n a r ie s  f a i l  to  
p ro v id e  a form  o f  e v a n g e l iz a t io n  w hich i s  more r e a l i s t i c  to  th e  in n e r  
needs o f  th e  H a i t ia n  m asses , as lo n g  as th e  governm ent f a i l s  to  p r o ­
v id e  ad eq u a te  m e d ic a l, e d u c a t io n a l ,  r e c r e a t io n a l ,  and o th e r  s o c ia l  
s e r v ic e s  as w e l l  as b e t t e r  econom ic o p p o r tu n i t i e s ,  th e  H a i t ia n  m asses 
w i l l  tu rn  to  vodou f o r  d a i ly  s t r e n g th  f o r  d a i ly  n e e d s .
B. C a th o lic ism
th e  h i s t o r y  o f th e  e v o lu t io n  o f  C a th o lic ism  in  H a i t i  e x p la in s  to  
a  g r e a t  e x te n t  th e  r e l a t i v e l y  i n d i f f e r e n t  r o le  p la y e d  to d ay  by th e  
C a th o lic  C hurch in  H a i t ia n  l i f e .  R e lig io u s  o rg a n iz a t io n  rem ained 
c h a o tic  d u rin g  th e  f i r s t  two and a  h a l f  c e n tu r ie s  o f  th e  co lo n y . The 
g r e a t  p r o s p e r i ty  o f  S a in t  Domingue d u rin g  th e  18 th  c e n tu ry  c o in c id e d  
w ith  th e  age o f  e n lig h tm e n t in  F ran ce  where r e l i g io u s  in f lu e n c e  was 
w an ing . The p la n te r s  o f  S t .  Domingue, p re o ccu p ied  w ith  am assing
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fo r tu n e s  and lu x u r io u s  l i v i n g ,  rem ained i n d i f f e r e n t  to  r e l i g i o n ,  even 
somewhat in s o le n t  to  th e  c le r g y .  T here  w ere few p r i e s t s  in  th e  , 
co lo n y  and th e  d is c o u ra g in g  c o n d it io n s  made f o r  a  h ig h  tu rn o v e r  r a t e .
As a  w ho le , r e l i g i o n  was l i t t l e  known and even le s s  p r a c t ic e d .  Those 
p r i e s t s  who t r i e d  to  a b id e  by th e  Code N o ir in  re g a rd  to  th e  com pul­
so ry  b a p tis m a l and r e l ig io u s  i n s t r u c t io n  o f  th e  s la v e s  w ere f r u s t r a t e d  
by th e  in d i f f e r e n c e  o f  th e  m a ste rs  and t h e i r  d e f ia n c e  when i t  i n t e r ­
fe re d  w ith  th e  s l a v e s ' w ork . Thus e f f o r t s  a t  C h r i s t i a n iz a t io n  among 
th e  s la v e s  w ere o n ly  s u p e r f i c i a l .  As f o r  th e  a f f r a n c h i s , Holy Mass 
re p re s e n te d  f o r  many o f  them an  o c ca s io n  to  d is p la y  t h e i r  f i n e r i e s  to  
th e  o th e r  c l a s s e s .  Toward th e  end o f  th e  c o lp n ia l  p e r io d  when s e g r e ­
g a ted  s e a t in g  was i n s t i t u t e d ,  th e y  ten d ed  to  a v o id  ch u rch  a l to g e th e r .  
D uring th e  long  r e v o lu t io n a r y  p e r io d  w hich u sh e red  in  H a i t ia n  in d ep en ­
d e n ce , C a th o lic ism  a lm o st d is a p p e a re d , to  re a p p e a r  o f f i c i a l l y  on ly  
h a l f  a  c e n tu ry  l a t e r  i n  1860 when H a i t i  s ig n ed  a  co n co rd a t w ith  th e  
V a tic a n . D uring th e  p e r io d  o f  sch ism , th e  u n reco g n ized  C a th o lic  Church 
o f  H a i t i  a p p o in te d  by  th e  H a i t ia n  governm ent was in  th e  hands o f  
d e fro ck ed  p r i e s t s  o r  p r i e s t s  e x p e lle d  from o th e r  c o u n tr ie s  o r  even 
im p o s te rs  who saw in  th e  c re d u lo u s  m asses o f  H a i t i  an easy  p rey  f o r  
e x p lo i t a t i o n :
T here  was one p r i e s t  i n  th e  s o u t h . . . ,  who tu rn e d  h is  a t t e n ­
t i o n  to  money making and e v e ry  week he s a l l i e d  f o r th  from 
th e  town o f  Les Cayes to  fo ra g e  in  th e  c o u n try  d i s t r i c t s .
So t h a t  he  was p a id  h is  f e e s ,  i t  was im m a te ria l to  him 
w hat he  was c a l l e d  upon to  b l e s s ;  he would i n d i f f e r e n t l y  
s p r in k le  h o ly  w a te r  on a  new house o r  a  f r e s h ly  b u i l t  tem ple 
d e d ic a te d  to  th e  V audoux-w orship. The s im p le  in h a b i ta n ts  
would b r in g  o u t t h e i r  s to n e  im plem ents. . .u sed  in  t h e i r  
f e t i s h  r i t e s ,  and th e  p r i e s t  would b le s s  them ; th e n  he
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w ould re tu rn , to  town in  a  j o v i a l  mood and ch u ck le  o v e r h is  
g a in s .  I n  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  a few y e a rs  t h a t  man re m it te d  to  
Europe th ro u g h  an  E n g lish  house th e  sum o f  tw e lv e  thousand  
pounds s t e r l i n g . ^
Docum entary ev id en ce  o f  p re -c o n c o rd a t days g a th e re d  by th e  C atho ­
l i c  Church read s  l ik e  th e  Decameron and i s  f u l l . o f  r e fe re n c e s  to  th e  
g e n e ra l  debauchery  o f  th o se  r e l ig io u s  re n e g a d e s . Some l iv e d  open ly  
w ith  t h e i r  m is t r e s s e s  and c h i ld r e n ,  engaged in  commerce, o r  l e f t  
l i v in g  w itn e s s e s  o f  t h e i r  l i b e r t i n a g e  in  th e  H a it ia n  c o u n try s id e . 
Nowhere e l s e  in  th e  w o rld  was th e  d ig n i ty  o f  th e  c le r g y  so compromised, 
nowhere e l s e  was th e  s a n c t i t y  ex p ec ted  o f  men o f  God p ro fan e d  to  th e  
d eg ree  i t  was i n  H a i t i .^
The long  sch ism  c o n tr ib u te d  in  ho sm a ll m easure to  th e  developm ent 
o f  th e  A f r o - c a to l ic o  s y n c re tis m  o f  th e  r e l i g i o n  o f  th e  m asses as w e ll  
as r e in f o r c in g  a n t i c l e r i c a l i s m  among th e  e l i t e  re v u ls e d  by th e  b e h a v io r  
o f  th e  s o - c a l le d  p r i e s t s .
A f te r  th e  s ig n a tu r e  o f  th e  c o n c o rd a t, a  F ren ch  a rc h b ish o p  was 
i n s t a l l e d  a t  P o r t-a u -P r in c e , whose ta s k  was th e  com plete  r e o rg a n iz a t io n  
o f  th e  H a it ia n  C a th o lic  C hurch. The new clergym en had a  d i f f i c u l t  
ta s k ;  th ey  faced  on one s id e  th e  h o s t i l i t y  o f  th e  s o - c a l le d  p r i e s t s  
th e y  w ere d is p la c in g  b u t  g ra d u a lly  d rove them o u t o f  th e  c o u n try . On 
th e  o th e r  s id e  th e y  m et th e  s u s p ic io n  o f  th e  e l i t e  imbued w ith  th e  
id e a s  o f  V o l ta i r e  and a t ta c h e d  to  fre e -m a so n e ry . As f o r  th e  m asses,
^ S t .  Jo h n , 0 £ . c i t . , pp . 777-78. 
■ ^ D o rsa in v il, ojs. c i t . ,  p .  334.
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th e  re fo rm  came to o  l a t e .  T h e ir  fo lk  r e l i g i o n  had an unhampered 
grow th  o f  h a l f  a  c e n tu ry  and t h e i r  a tta c h m e n t to  vodou wa3 n o t to  be 
u p ro o te d  by th e  new o f f i c i a l  c le r g y .  From th e  b e g in n in g  th e  Roman 
C a th o lic  C hurch f a i l e d  to  w in th e ' p o p u la r  su p p o rt o f  th e  H a i t ia n  
p e o p le . The l a t t e r  o n ly  m a n ife s te d  to le r a n c e ,  in d i f f e r e n c e  and a t  
b e s t  showed i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e i r  e d u c a tio n a l  e s ta b lis h m e n ts  and in  th e  
s o c i a l  b u t s u p e r f i c i a l  chu rch  fu n c tio n s  s u c h .a s  a t te n d in g  m ass, c e l e ­
b r a t in g  f e a s t  d ay s , ch u rch  w eddings and b a p t is m a ls .  A s u r p r i s in g  80 
p e rc e n t  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  p o p u la t io n  a re  b a p t iz e d ,  showing t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  
in  t h i s  sac ra m e n t.
I n  tim e , th e  p o s i t io n  o f  th e  C a th o lic  Church im proved in  H a i t i  
b u t  i t  has alw ays rem ained  u n d e r s ta f f e d  and ru n  by a  fo re ig n  c le r g y .  
V ery few H a it ia n s  have been  a t t r a c t e d  to  th e  o rd e r s ,  and th e  fo re ig n  
c le r g y  has n o t encouraged  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  n a t iv e  p r i e s t s ,  whom th e y  
f e e l  a re  n o t  re a d y . The C a th o lic  c le rg y  to d ay  numbers ab o u t 1 ,000 
o f  w hich  one t h i r d  a r e  p r i e s t s  and th e  rem a in d er a re  th e  b ro th e r s  and 
s i s t e r s  o f  some 15 d i f f e r e n t  c o n g re g a tio n s  engaged in  sch o o l and
t
h o s p i t a l  m is s io n  w ork . The m a jo r i ty  a re  F ren c h , b u t  th e re  a re  some 
B e lg ia n s , F ren ch  C anadians and A m ericans. About 80 p r i e s t s  a re  
H a i t ia n .  As a w hole th e  c a l i b e r  o f  th e  F rench  c le r g y  o f  H a i t i  le av e s  
much to  be d e s i r e d  f o r  i t  i s  r e c r u i t e d  from  th e  m ost backw ard p a r is h e s  
o f  F ra n c e , n o ta b ly  B r i t t a n y .  The B re to n  p r i e s t s  in  H a i t i  a re  n o to r io u s  
f o r  t h e i r  narrow -m inded, c o n s e rv a tiv e  and c o lo n ia l  m e n ta l i ty .  The 
F ren ch  C anadians and N orth  A m ericans a re  more p ro g r e s s iv e ,  and th e re  
a re  some i n t e r e s t i n g ,  dynam ic, and w e ll  e d u ca te d  e lem en ts  among th e
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n a t iv e  c le r g y , h a l f  o f  whom a re  u n f o r tu n a te ly  in  e x i l e .
I n  s p i t e  o f  th e  a m b iv a len t f e e l in g s  tow ard th e  f o r e ig n  c le r g y ,  
th e  l a t t e r  has had a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o l i t i c a l  in f lu e n c e  i n  th e  c o u n try . 
The Church p o sse sse s  a  c e n t r a l i z e d  o rg a n iz a t io n  w ith  a  netw ork  o f  
p a r i s h e s  a llo w in g  fo r  u n ifo rm ity  o f  a c t i o n .  I t  v i r t u a l l y  c o n tro ls  
th e  sc h o o l system  w hich g iv e s  i t  a  p o w erfu l means to  in f lu e n c e  th e  
ed u ca te d  c l a s s ,  and h o ld s  th e  governm ent in  check', f o r  w ith o u t th e  
Church and th e  funds i t  r a i s e s  o u ts id e  H a i t i  th e r e  would be no sc h o o l 
sy stem . T r a d i t io n a l ly  th e  c le r g y  has g iv en  t a c i t  su p p o rt to  th e  
s t a t u s  quo m a in ta in ed  by  th e  b o u rg e o is ie  whom th e y  c o n s id e r  th e  o n ly  
c i v i l i z e d  e lem en t in  H a i t i .  They a re  n o ta b ly  a p p re h en s iv e  o f  a p ro ­
g r e s s iv e  governm ent w hich  m igh t denounce th e  c o n c o rd a t, th e  term s o f  
w hich a f f o r d  them s p e c ia l  p r o te c t io n .  Much o f  th e  ram pant a n t i ­
c l e r i c a l i s m  among more e n lig h te n e d  H a it ia n s  stem s from  th e  fo r e ig n  
c l e r g y 's  r e a c t io n a r y  a t t i t u d e s ,  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  m edd ling , t h e i r  
p a te rn a lis m  tow ard  th e  " n a t iv e s ,"  t h e i r  1 9 th  c e n tu ry  c o n c e p tio n  o f  
r e l i g i o n ,  t h e i r  in t r a n s ig e n t  o p p o s it io n  to  vodou w hich now has been 
reduced  to  a  c o ld  w ar and a ls o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  a l l  r e l a t i o n s  betw een 
H a it ia n s  and th e  C a th o lic  Church in v o lv e  money and ap p ears  m ercenary  
in  so p o o r a c o u n try . The p r i e s t s  them selves have b u t a t h in ly  d i s ­
g u ise d  contem pt f o r  th e  H a i t ia n  p eo p le  whom th e y  f e e l  a re  s c a r c e ly  
o u t o f  b a rb a rism  and have no m oral p r in c ip le s  b ecause  o f  th e  la c k  o f  
r e l ig io u s  f a i t h  among th e  ed u ca ted  c la s s  and s u p e r s t i t id n u  among th e  
m a sse s .
As a  w hole th e  c le r g y  has f a i l e d  to  i n s t i l l  C a th o lic  v a lu e s  in
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a l l  s t r a t a  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty ,  n o t  even among th e  women who a r e  t r a ­
d i t i o n a l l y  th e  m ain s u p p o r te rs  o f  th e  c h u rch . The in f lu e n c e  th e  
c le r g y  e x e r ts  on y o u n g s te rs  ten d s  to  wane as th e  l a t t e r  grow o ld e r .
As f o r  th e  m asses, th e  b e n e f i t  th e y  d e r iv e  from  ch u rch  s e r v ic e s  in  
F rench  and L a t in  o f  w h ich  th ey  a r e  t o t a l l y  ig n o ra n t  i s  q u e s t io n a b le .  
N o n e th e le s s , ap p earan ces  a re  v e ry  d e c e p tiv e  in  H a i t i .  A c a s u a l  
o b s e rv e r  m igh t conclude  th a t  u rb an  H a itia n s  a t  l e a s t  a r e  devou t 
C a th o lic s  and t h a t  r e l i g i o n  i s  an  im p o rta n t p a r t  o f  th e  d a i ly  l iv e s  
o f  th e  p e o p le . C hurches draw la r g e  a tte n d a n c e  a t  m ass, a lth o u g h  a t  
tim es th e  d i s t r a c t e d  and c h a t t in g  crowd o f f a i t h f u l  ap p ea rs  more l i k e  
a  d e b a tin g  s o c ie ty  th an  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  Holy M ass. F e te s  p a tro n a le s  
(P a tro n  s a i n t  f e a s t  d ay s) a re  v e ry  p o p u la r  and e v e ry  town honors i t s  
p a tro n  s a i n t  w ith  a  week o f  f e s t i v i t i e s .  P ilg r im a g e s  to  Our Lady o f 
A lta  G ra c ia , u n o f f i c i a l  p a tro n  s a i n t  o f  H a i t i ,  a t  S a u t d 'E au  and a t  
H iguey in  th e  Dominican R ep u b lic  a r e  p o p u la r ly  a t te n d e d  by H a i t ia n s  
o f  a l l  w alks o f  l i f e . " ^
^ A t  th e  p ic tu re s q u e  w a t e r f a l l  o f  S au t d 'E a u , an a p p a r i t io n  o f 
th e  V irg in  i n  a  palm  t r e e  o c cu rred  in  1884. A f te r  h e r  d e p a r tu re  p eo p le  
who approached  th e  t r e e  were, m ira c u lo u s ly  c u re d . The p a r i s h  p r i e s t ,  
d i s t r u s t f u l  o f  th e  m ir a c le ,  t r i e d  to  c u t  th e  t r e e  b u t  was wounded by 
h i s  own m ach e te . T h e r e a f te r  th e  ch u rch  g ru d g in g ly  approved p ilg r im a g e  
t o ' t h e  s i g h t .  A t th e  same tim e th e  m ira c le  g o t in c o rp o ra te d  i n  vodou- 
lo r e  and th e  p ilg r im a g e  h as  b o th  i t s  C a th o lic  and pagan a s p e c ts .  
H e rsk o v its  r e l a t e s  a n o th e r  s to r y  o f  a  su b seq u en t a p p a r i t io n  o f  th e  V ir ­
g in  d u r in g  th e  Am erican o c c u p a tio n , when a  p r i e s t  asked  a  M arine to  
h e lp  him  su p p re ss  th e  s u p e r s t i t i o n .  The M arine o rd e re d  a  H a i t ia n  s o l ­
d i e r  to  sh o o t a t  th e  v i s io n  and c u t  down th e  t r e e .  Soon a f t e r ,  i t  
was s a id ,  th e  p r i e s t ' s  house b u rned  down and he s u f f e r e d  a  p a r a ly t i c  
s t r o k e ,  th e  M arine became i l l  and th e  s o ld i e r  w ent te m p o ra r i ly  in s a n e . 
See H e rs k o v i ts ,  o £ . c i t . ,  p p . 283 -84 .
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The P r o te s ta n t s  have n o t f a r e d  any b e t t e r  th a n  th e  C a th o lic s  and 
have devo ted  them selves la r g e ly  to  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  and p e a s a n try .  P ro ­
t e s t a n t  t r a d i t i o n s  a re  a l i e n  to  H a i t ia n  c u l tu r e  and w h ile  th e y  c la im  
a membership o f  383,000 in  1955 th e  f ig u r e  seems o v e r - e n th u s ia s t ic  
f o r  th e y  have made l i t t l e  im pact on n a t io n a l  l i f e .
The o r ig i n a l  P r o te s ta n t  m is s io n a r ie s  w ere b ro u g h t in to  th e  n o r th  
in  1807 by King Henry C h ris to p h e , an ad m ire r o f  th e  " P r o t e s ta n t  e th ic "  
and A nglo-Saxon d i s c i p l i n e .  I n  1816 th e  W esleyan M e th o d is ts  a r r iv e d  
in  th e  w e s t, th e  B a p t i s t s  in  1824, and th e  E p isc o p a lia n s  in  1861.
The l a t t e r  r e l i g i o n  was in tro d u c e d  by N orth  Am erican Negro im m igrants 
to  H a i t i .  S in ce  th e n , v a r io u s  P r o te s ta n t  s e c ts  o f  th e  s t o r e f r o n t  
and s t r e e t  c o rn e r  m eeting  v a r i e t y ,  re m in is c e n t o f  N o rth  Am erican Negro 
s e c t s ,  have been  in tro d u c e d . I n  g e n e r a l ,  P r o te s ta n t  m iss io n s  have 
p ro v id e d  b e t t e r  s o c ia l  s e r v ic e s  and many o f t h e i r  c o n v e r ts  have made 
a  c le a n  b re a k  w ith  vodou. However th e  a p p ea l i s  l im i te d ,  f o r  some 
r i g i d  s e c ts  demand th a t  th e  H a it ia n  p e a sa n t abandon h is  gam bling a t  
c o c k f ig h ts ,  d an c in g , s in g in g , d r in k in g , smoking and p h i la n d e r in g ,  
in  o th e r  w ords, th e  e n t i r e  gamut o f  h is  t r a d i t i o n a l  e scap es  from  the  
m ise ry  o f  h i s  d a i ly  l i f e .  S te rn  P r o te s ta n t is m  has l i t t l e  com pensation 
to  o f f e r  f o r  th e  s a c r i f i c e s  i t  demands.
I n  g e n e ra l  th e r e  i s  a  g re a t  sen se  o f  r e l ig io u s  to le ra n c e  i n  H a i t i .  
I t  i s  th e  one t r u e  freedom  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  p e o p le . O u ts id e  th e  c le rg y , 
few p eo p le  c a re  a b o u t th e  r e l i g i o n  o r  la c k  o f  r e l i g io n  o f o th e r s .  The 
g e n e ra l  r e l ig io u s  in d if f e r e n c e  i n  H a i t i  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  a  l i a b i l i t y .  
Absence o f r e l ig io u s  dogmatism makes a s o c ie ty  more p l i a b l e  to  new
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id e a s  and in  th e  c a se  o f  H a i t i ,  r e l ig io u s  in d i f f e r e n c e  would r e p r e ­
s e n t  one le s s  r a th e r  th a n  one more s tu m b lin g  b lo c k  tow ard  a  program  
o f  p lan n ed  s o c i a l  change. F u rth e rm o re , th e r e  i s  no c o n c lu s iv e  e v i ­
dence t h a t  la c k  o f  chu rch  in f lu e n c e  in e v i ta b ly  le a d s  to  m ora l decay . 
Those who c o n s id e r  th e  m oral l e v e l  o f  H a it ia n s  r e l a t i v e l y  low sh o u ld  
look  f o r  th e  m ain causes o u ts id e  i t s  r e l ig io u s  o r  la c k  o f  r e l ig io u s  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .
*V.
CHAPTER IX
CONCLUSION: A SOCIETY IN CRISIS
No s o c i a l  system  i s  p e r f e c t .  Every  s o c ie ty  h as  p ro b lem s, some 
h av in g  more th a n  o th e r s .  A s o c ie ty  w hich  i s  a b le  to  f in d  s o lu t io n s  
f o r  i t s  more p re s s in g  p ro b lem s, w hich m a in ta in s  i t s  e q u il ib r iu m  and 
im proves th e  s ta n d a rd  o f  l iv in g  and th e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  i t s  members, 
i s  c o n s id e re d  p ro g re s s iv e  w hereas a s o c ie ty  w hich  does n o t s o lv e  i t s  
problem s b u t  s t i l l  m a in ta in s  a  c e r t a i n  e q u i l ib r iu m  i s  r e f e r r e d  to  as 
s ta g n a n t .  However, a  s o c ie ty  w hich accum ula tes  problem s w ith o u t 
s o lv in g  them w i l l  e v e n tu a l ly  p ass  from  th e  s ta g n a n t  s ta g e  to  th e  
r e g r e s s iv e  s ta g e  and re a c h  th e  p o in t  o f  d is e q u i l ib r iu m . Such i s  th e  
c a se  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty .  The r e c u r r e n t  c r i s e s  w hich have c h ro n ic a l ly  
b e s e t  H a i t i  in  th e  c e n tu ry  and a  h a l f  o f  i t s  e x is te n c e  a re  becom ing 
more a c u te .  I t  i s  g e t t in g  in c r e a s in g ly  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  
to  m a in ta in  i t s e l f  on a  d a y - to -d a y , han d -to -m o u th  b a s is  and u se  
e x p e d ie n t s o lu t io n s  as p a l l i a t i v e s  to  fundam ental problem s w hich have 
accum ulated  f o r  a  c e n tu ry  a n d .a  h a l f .  However, as was m entioned  
b e fo re ,  u n l ik e  b u s in e s s  f irm s , s o c ia l  system s do n o t  go b a n k ru p t; 
th e y  a re  rem arkab ly  r e s i l i e n t .  A n a t io n  may d i s in t e g r a t e  b u t  th e  
p ro c e ss  i s  lo n g , to r tu o u s ,  and i t s  c o u rse  i s  u n p r e d ic ta b le .  As 
h a rd  as i t  i s  to  p r e d ic t  f u tu r e  e v e n ts ,  i t  can  be s a id  w ith  c e r t a i n t y  
t h a t  th e  s i t u a t i o n  in  w hich  H a i t i  f in d s  i t s e l f  to d ay  i s  r ip e  f o r  a
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r a d ic a l  s o lu t io n .
A. Summary
Sum m arizing th e  v a r io u s  to p ic s  d is c u s s e d  in  t h i s  s tu d y , we tu r n  
f i r s t  to  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  leg acy  o f  th e  n a t io n .  The c o lo n ia l  p e r io d  
was an e ta  o f  g r e a t  p r o s p e r i ty  f o r  th e  F rench  b u t  a  p e r io d  o f  o p p re s ­
s io n  and e x p lo i t a t io n  f o r  th o se  whose d escen d an ts  a re  th e  members o f  
H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  to d a y . C lass  h a tre d  and c ru e l  b e h a v io r  s e t  o f f  th e  
rem arkab le  S t .  Domingue r e v o lu t io n  in  w hich th e  w o r ld 's  f i r s t  s u c c e s s ­
f u l  s la v e  r e v o l t  n o t  o n ly  d e fe a te d  th e  w o r ld 's  g r e a t e s t  m i l i t a r y  power 
o f  th e  tim e b u t  e s ta b l i s h e d  th e  f i r s t  Negro n a t io n  in  th e  w o rld . 
D e sp ite  such an a u sp ic io u s  b eg in n in g , H a i t i  was n e v e r  a b le  to  a ch ie v e  
p o l i t i c a l ,  economic and s o c i a l  s t a b i l i t y  b u t managed n o n e th e le s s  to  
s u rv iv e  as a  v ia b le  n a t io n  w ith  a  s o c io c u l tu r a l  i d e n t i t y  o f  i t s  own.
To b u i ld  a  c o u n try  on th e  r u in  and a sh es  o f  13 y e a rs  o f  b loody  c i v i l  
w ars w ith  th e  form er r u l in g  c la s s  co m p le te ly  e x te rm in a te d , to. c r e a te  
a  n a t io n  o u t o f  a mass o f  e x -s la v e s  and a  h a n d fu l o f  ed u ca ted  gens 
de c o u le u r  and fa c in g  a t  th e  same tim e th e  h o s t i l i t y  o f  th e  o u ts id e  
w o rld , was a momentous ta s k .  From th e  v e ry  b eg in n in g  H a i t i  had no 
chance to  s o lv e  i t s  overw helm ing problem s and embarked on th e  storm y 
ro ad  o f  i t s  d e s t in y  armed o n ly  w ith  p o l i t i c a l  independence and th e  
w i l l  to  m a in ta in  i t s e l f  w h ile  s o lv in g  i t s  problem s day by day . The 
r e p u b l ic  in  i t s  f i r s t  c e n tu ry  o f  e x is te n c e  ex p e rien c e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  
c r i s e s  w hich became more and more s e r io u s  and clim axed  in  th e  Am erican 
o c cu p a tio n  o f  1915-34. The am erican  o c c u p a tio n  b ro u g h t o n ly  a s u p e r ­
f i c i a l  s t a b i l i t y  and no fundam ental changes in  th e  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic
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and s o c i a l  c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  n a t io n .  Once A m erican c o n t r o l  was removed, 
th in g s  g ra d u a l ly  r e tu rn e d  to  t h e i r  fo rm er s t a t e .  W hile th e  Am erican 
o c cu p a tio n  r e ta r d e d  th e  i n e v i t a b le  d e b ac le  o f  a  c e n tu ry  and a h a l f  o f  
l a i s s e z - a l l e r ,  ex p ed ien cy , i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and i n s t a b i l i t y ,  th e  
c u r r e n t  D u v a lie r  regim e ,is  a c c e le r a t i n g  th e  c o u n try  down th e  p a th  o f  
economic d e t e r i o r a t i o n ,  s o c i a l  r e g r e s s io n  and m oral d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  
to  th e  p o in t  t h a t  th e  v e ry  s u r v iv a l  o f  th e  n a t io n  as a  s o v e re ig n  
e n t i t y  i s  a t  s ta k e .
T here  a r e  o th e r  f a c to r s  a t  work b e s id e s  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  background 
w hich e x p la in s  t h e ' d is e q u i l ib r iu m  in  w hich  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  f in d s  i t s e l f ,  
nam ely i t s  e co lo g y . The H a i t ia n  s e t t i n g  o f  to d a y  i s  c h a r a c te r iz e d  by 
o v e rp o p u la tio n , d im in ish in g  lan d  r e tu r n s  and c o n se q u e n tly  a  d ro p p in g  
s ta n d a rd  o f  l i v in g .  H a i t i  i s  th e  m ost d e n se ly  p o p u la te d  as w e l l  as th e  
m ost p red o m in an tly  r u r a l  c o u n try  in  th e  Am erican h em isp h ere . The h ig h  
b i r t h  r a t e  i s  o f f s e t  to  a  c e r t a i n  e x te n t  by th e  h ig h  d e a th  r a t e ;  
n o n e th e le s s ,  th e  p o p u la t io n  i s  in c r e a s in g  and w i l l  doub le  i t s e l f  in  
a b o u t 30 y e a r s .  L i f e  ex p ec tan cy  i s  e s tim a te d  a t  32 y e a r s ,  p e r  c a p i t a  . 
income a t  $70 b u t s in c e  income i s  v e ry  unev en ly  d i s t r i b u t e d  th e  
f ig u r e  o f  $32 a y e a r  would be more a c c u ra te  f o r  90 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  
p o p u la t io n .is u o iS  th a n  h a l f  o f  th e  la b o r  fo rc e  i s  underem ployed o r  
i d l e .  F u rth e rm o re , t h i s  la b o r  fo r c e  i s  la r g e ly  u n s k i l l e d ,  f o r  90 
p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  i s  i l l i t e r a t e ,  th e  h ig h e s t  r a t e  f o r  t h i s  
hem isphere  and one o f  th e  h ig h e s t  in  th e  w o rld . A pprox im ate ly  75 
p e rc e n t  o f  th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  e lem en ta ry  sc h o o l age a re  o u t o f  sch o o l 
l a r g e ly  becau se  th e r e  a re  no sch o o ls  a v a i l a b le  f o r  them . The few
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sch o o ls  a v a i la b le  a re  f o r  th e  m ost p a r t  u n d e r s ta f f e d ,  w i th  in a d e ­
q u a te ly  p re p a red  te a c h e rs  overcrow ded c la ss ro o m s , b a s ic  equ ip m en t 
o f te n  la c k in g , and c u rr ic u lu m  h o p e le s s ly  a n t iq u a te d  and i l l - a d a p te d  
to  th e  needs o f  th e  c o u n try . W hatever e d u c a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  e x i s t  
have b een  la r g e ly  i n s t i t u t e d  by fo r e ig n  r e l i g io u s  o rd e rs  and a re  
p r im a r i ly  lo c a te d  in  u rb an  a re a s .  The e s t im a te d  .co st o f  an u p - to - d a te  
com prehensive sy stem  in c lu d in g  a d u l t  e d u c a tio n  would be h ig h e r  th an  
th e  t o t a l  n a t io n a l  b u d g e t. The overw helm ing problem  o f  i l l i t e r a c y  
a c ts  as a b rak e  upon th e  developm ent o f  n o t  o n ly  th e  in d iv id u a l  b u t 
th e  s o c ie ty  as a w ho le . The i l l i t e r a t e  i s  a d im in ish ed  p e rso n  who i s  
a  s la v e  to  ro u t in e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  d i f f i c u l t  to  re a c h  w ith  new id e a s  and 
a  p re y  f o r  e x p lo i t a t io n .
The g e n e ra l  p h y s ic a l  app earan ce  o f th e  H a i t ia n  p o p u la tio n  i s  t h a t  
o f  an u n d e rn o u rish e d  p e o p le  w ith  an unbalanced  d i e t .  The av erag e  
c a lo r i e  in ta k e  f o r  th e  v a s t  m a jo r i ty  i s  23 p e rc e n t  below th e  norm al 
d a i ly  re q u ire m e n t. W hile i s o la t e d  cases  o f  s ta r v a t io n  have  been  
m entioned  from  tim e to  tim e , w id esp read  fam ine so  f a r  h a s  been a v e r te d .  
However, m a ln u t r i t io n  as a  w hole has a g g ra v a te d  th e  h e a l th  and th e  
s tam in a  o f  th e  p e o p le .
S tan d a rd s  o f  h e a l th  a r e  h ig h e r  to d ay  th an  th e y  w ere b e fo re  th e  
Am erican o ccu p a tio n  due to  th e  work o f  Am erican and in te r n a t io n a l  
o rg a n iz a t io n s .  Endemic d is e a s e s  p re v a le n t  in  H a i t i  today  a re  r e l a t e d  
t o  low s ta n d a rd s  o f  l i v in g  and s a n i t a t i o n  and th e  lack  o f  m ed ica l 
p e rso n n e l and f a c i l i t i e s .  The l a t t e r  a re  c o n c e n tra te d  in  u rban  H a i t i  
w h ile  m il l io n s  o f  p eo p le  in  r u r a l  a re a s  have no m ed ical f a c i l i t i e s
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w ith in  re a ch  and c o n se q u e n tly  r e l y  on t h e i r  vodou p r a c t i t i o n e r s .
As f o r  s ta n d a rd s  o f  h o u s in g , a  house  i s  l i t t l e  more th a n  a 
s h e l t e r  f o r  o v e r 90 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n . D w ellings a r e  s m a ll, 
crowded and d i f f i c u l t  to  keep re a so n a b ly  s a n i t a r y .  For th e  t o t a l  
r e p u b l ic ,  o n ly  1 . 6  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  homes have w a te r ,  1 0  p e rc e n t  have 
l a t r i n e s  and 1 .8  p e rc e n t  have e l e c t r i c i t y .  The u rb an  slums a re  
in c r e d ib ly  s o r d id ,  w hereas th e  w e a lth y  l iv e s  in  modem v i l l a s  w hich 
a re  q u i t e  lu x u rio u s  and s ta n d  o u t c o n sp ic u o u s ly  amid th e  g e n e ra l  
p o v e r ty .
The p o p u la tio n  i s  g e n e r a l ly  i l l - c l o t h e d ,  a lth o u g h  th e  .H a itia n  
m asses seem to  be co n sc io u s  o f  t h e i r  ap p earan ce  and a re  rem arkab ly  
c le a n  under th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s , b u t  c ru sh in g  p o v e r ty  d e fe a ts  t h e i r  
e f f o r t s .
P o v e r ty , m a ln u t r i t io n ,  i l l - h e a l t h ,  th e  low s ta n d a rd  o f  l iv in g  
> /
in  H a i t i / r e v o lv e  i n  a  v ic io u s  c i r c l e  w hich  i s  h a rd  to  b re a k . The
f  '
o b s ta c le s  seem so  in su rm o u n tab le  t h a t  a  s p i r i t  o f  f a ta l is m  re ig n s
/ ;  ■ •' 
among f|he H a i t ia n  m asses. The i d y l l i c  p i c tu r e  o f  th e  poor b u t  c a r e -
e
t
f r e e  i s la n d e r  i s  in  r e a l i t y  a  n ig h tm are  o f  h o p e le s s n e s s , p h y s ic a l
»
S
m ise ry  and q u ie t  d e s p e ra t io n .
I * ! •
I A c lo s e r  look  a t  th e  lan d  r e v e a ls  how p re c a r io u s  i s  th e  b a s is
on 'Idiich H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  r e s t s .  I t s  c h ie f  a s s e t  i s  th e  c l im a te .
The) f a c t  t h a t  th e  c lim a te  i s  m ild  has p la y ed  no sm a ll p a r t  in  k eep in g
f
th e  p o p u la tio n  fu n c tio n in g  a t  such  a  low s ta n d a rd  o f  l iv in g ,  f o r
/
3
yiider a  more r ig o ro u s  c l im a te ,  th e  minimum req u irem en ts  f o r  s ta y in g  
/ a l i v e  would have been  much h ig h e r .  C lim a tic  c o n d itio n s  in  H a i t i  a llo w
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f o r  s e v e r a l  c ro p s  a  y e a r  in  th e  more endowed r e g io n s .  I t  i s  on th e  
f e r t i l i t y  o f  th e  lan d  t h a t  th e  p r o s p e r i ty  o f  th e  F ren ch  co lony  was 
b a se d . The H a i t ia n s ,  how ever, d id  n o t i n h e r i t  a new c o u n try . I t  
had been  th o ro u g h ly  b u t f a i r l y  r a t i o n a l l y  e x p lo i te d  d u rin g  th e  c o lo n ia l  
p e r io d .  Absence o f  c o n s e rv a tio n  m easures and o th e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
m a lp ra c t ic e s  due to  ig n o ra n c e  have s in c e  caused  th e  p ro g re s s iv e  
d e t e r io r a t i o n  o f  th e  la n d . The c o u n try  i s  becoming in c re a s in g ly  
a r i d .  C a n a l iz a t io n  o f  w a te r  f o r  i r r i g a t i o n ,  w h ile  im p o rta n t d u rin g  
th e  c o lo n ia l  p e r io d  o f  w hich  im posing ru in s  rem ain , has been  n e g le c te d  
s in c e .  On th e  o th e r  hand , th e  u n r e s t r a in e d  c o u rse s  o f  s tream s d u rin g  
th e  r a in y  sea so n  have c o n tr ib u te d  l a r g e ly  to  th e  m ain rav ag e  to  H a i t ia n  
lan d  r e s o u rc e s , nam ely e r o s io n .  Only heavy f o r e s t a t i o n  i s  th e  n a tu r a l  
c o u n te r a c t io n  to  e r o s io n .  However, w ith  tim e and p o p u la tio n  p r e s ­
s u r e ,  more wood and more la n d  w ere needed so  t h a t  to d ay  th e  number o f  
t r e e s  has d e c rea se d  to  an a larm ing , d e g re e . W ith  ev ery  r a i n f a l l ,  
to n s  o f  top  s o i l  f in d  t h e i r  way in to  th e  s e a .  W ith  no t r e e s  tcT h o ld  
th e  e a r th ,  roads a re  washed away r e g u la r ly .
H a i t i  ' i s  p r im a r i ly  an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  co u n try .' The s o i l  i s  i t s  c h ie f  
re s o u rc e , th e  p r in c ip a l  so u rc e  o f  revenue  o f  i t s  goveijnment, th e  
d i r e c t  means, o f  l iv e l ih o o d  o f 8 8  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  and i n d i r e c t l y  
o f  th e  rem ain ing  12 p e r c e n t .  C o ffee  i s  th e  c h ie f  p ro d u c t a long  w ith  
s i s a l  and s u g a r . Y et o v e r th e  y e a rs  p ro d u c tio n  has d e c re a se d . In  
1791 th e  co lo n y  e x p o rte d  c ro p s  v a lu ed  a t  $50 m i l l io n  p roduced by a  
p o p u la t io n  o f  520 ,000 . I n  1961 a  p o p u la tio n  o f  fo u r  m i l l io n  p r o ­
duced $32 m i l l io n  w o rth  o f  e x p o r ts .  P ro d u c tio n  i s  30 p e rc e n t  below
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w hat i t  was 170 y e a rs  ago w h ile  th e  p o p u la t io n  has grown by 800 p e r ­
c e n t .  T h is  i l l u s t r a t e s  s e v e r a l  p rob lem s: (1) o v e rp o p u la tio n  w hich
fo rc e s  p eo p le  to  d ev o te  m ost o f  th e  lan d  to  s u b s is te n c e  c ro p s ;
( 2 ) th e  rav ag es  o f  e ro s io n  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  m a lp ra c t ic e  w hich has- 
reduced  th e  amount o f  f e r t i l e  la n d ; (3) th e  consequence o f  i l l i t e r a c y  
and ig n o ra n c e  w hich i n h i b i t s  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  m odem  c u l t i v a t i o n  
m ethods; and (4) th e  i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  o f f i c i a l s  who have l e t  t h i s
s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r  accum ula te  f o r  a  c e n tu ry  and s. h a l f  and a re  fa c ed
to d ay  w ith  a  problem  o f  su ch  m agn itude  t h a t  no one knows how to  cope 
w ith  i t .
S h o r ta g e  o f  la n d  i s  f e l t  s t r o n g ly  in  H a i t i ,  th e  lan d  under c u l t i ­
v a t io n  r e p re s e n ts  le s s  th a n  one a c re  p e r  c a p i t a  f o r  a  c o u n try  w hich 
i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l .  About 40 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  lan d  i s  p o te n ­
t i a l l y  p ro d u c tiv e  b u t  unused b ecau se  o f  la c k  o f  i r r i g a t i o n ,  need  f o r  
d ra in a g e  o r  o th e r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w hich would r e q u ir e  c a p i t a l  expen­
d i tu r e s  beyond th e  means o f  th e  n a t io n .  F o r th e  17 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  la n d  
w hich i s  u n d e r c u l t i v a t i o n  y ie ld s  a re  v e ry  low.
I n  re g a rd s  to  lan d  te n u r e ,  w h ile  m ost o f  L a t in  A m erica h as  a
p roblem  o f  la n d le s s  m asses r e s u l t i n g  from th e  l a t i f u n d i a  system ,
H a i t i  i s  r a t h e r  u n iq u e , f o r  84 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p e a sa n ts  own t h e i r  
sm a ll p lo t s  o f  la n d . The p a t t e r n  o f  fa m ily  e n te r p r i s e  on sm all s c a le
p r o p e r t ie s  was s e t  in  th e  19 th  c e n tu ry , b u t becau se  o f  l i b e r a l
in h e r i ta n c e  law s, h o ld in g s  have now become atom ized  in to  eco n o m ica lly  
i n e f f i c i e n t  m in ifu n d ia . O ver 50 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  fa m ily  h o ld in g s  a re
betw een one and a h a l f  to  s i x  a c r e s .  T h is  has c re a te d  a  s o c i a l
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r e v o lu t io n  in  p ro d u c tio n . D uring th e  c o lo n ia l  p e r io d ,  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  
3 ,800  c o f fe e  p la n ta t io n s  p roduced  an av erag e  o f  76 m i l l i o n  pounds; 
to d ay  150,000 p e a s a n t f a m il ie s  p roduce  an av e rag e  o f  50 m i l l i o n  
pounds on t h e i r  s u b s is te n c e  farm s em ploying 3 /4  m i l l i o n  p e o p le .
We fa c e  h e re  th e  dilemma o f  econom ic p ro g re s s  w ith  l a t i f u n d i a  
v e rs u s  s o c ia l  s t a b i l i t y  w ith  m in ifu n d ia . L a t i f u n d ia  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  
eco n o m ica lly  more p r o f i t a b l e  f o r  c e r t a i n  c a sh  c ro p s  b u t  t h e i r  s o c ia l  
c o s ts  a re  heavy as ' f a r  as n o n - in d u s t r i a l i z e d  c o u n tr ie s  a r e  co n ce rn ed . 
F i r s t  th ey  occupy th e  b e s t  lan d  and tu r n  th e  lo c a l  p e a s a n try  in to  
la n d le s s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o rk e rs ; th e n  th e y  can n o t g u a ra n te e  f u l l  
employment b ecause  o f  th e  s e a s o n a l n a tu re  o f  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and 
th e  p r i c e  o f  th e  c ro p s  i s  a t  th e  m ercy o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s p e c u la t io n .  
As f o r  m in ifu n d ia , lan d  ow nership  has an i n t e g r a t i v e  e f f e c t  r e s u l t i n g  
in  s o c i a l  s t a b i l i t y  and s e c u r i t y ,  b u t  a t  th e  c o s t  o f  d e c re a se d  p ro ­
d u c tio n , economic s ta g n a t io n ,  and e v e n tu a l ly  r e g r e s s io n .  Today th e  
H a i t ia n  p e a s a n t 's  h o ld in g  i s  no lo n g e r  la rg e  enough to  s u p p o r t  h is  
fa m ily  in . a  s t y l e  w hich  i s  above s u b s is te n c y  and w hich  w ould se c u re  
and m a in ta in  a  d ecen t s ta n d a rd  o f  l iv in g  and a  r e s p e c ta b le  e x is t e n c e .  
The s o lu t io n  i s  f a r  from  s im p le . A ttem pts a t  form ing  c o o p e r a t iv e s ,  
a  system  w hich  i d e a l ly  combines th e  b e s t  e lem en ts  o f  b o th  sy s te m s , 
a re  h and icapped  by th e  low le v e l  o f  e d u c a tio n  o f  th e  H a i t i a n  p e a s a n t .  
Those who o b ta in  some e d u c a tio n  g e n e r a l ly  fo r s a k e  th e  c o u n try s id e  f o r  
th e  tow n. F u rth e rm o re , th e  s c a t t e r e d  hom estead s e t t le m e n t  p a t t e r n  o f  
th e  H a i t ia n  p e a sa n t makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  d ev e lo p  community p r o j e c t s .  
A no ther s e r io u s  im pedim ent to  a g r i c u l t u r a l  re fo rm  i s  th e  p rob lem  o f
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lan d  t i t l e s .  No g e n e ra l  lan d  su rv e y  has b een  made s in c e  th e  1 8 3 0 's .
The c a r e le s s n e s s  o f  a  c e n tu ry  o r  more has r e s u l t e d  in  a  m ost con fused  
s t a t e  o f  an arch y  in  lan d  t i t l e s ;  c o n se q u e n tly , th e  p e a s a n t s u f f e r s  from 
a g r e a t  sen se  o f  i n s e c u r i t y  and d i s t r u s t s  o f f i c i a l s .  The h ig h  p e r ­
cen tag e  o f p r o p r ie to r s h ip  c o n ce a ls  th e  f a c t  t h a t  many do n o t  have 
t h e i r  lan d  t i t l e s  in  o rd e r .  T h is  i s  a  d e l i c a t e  q u e s t io n  t h a t  ev ery
H a i t ia n  governm ent has avo ided  ta c k l in g  th u s  f a r  f o r  f e a r  o f  h av in g  a
»
p e a s a n t u p r is in g  on i t s  hands w hich i t  c o u ld  n o t c o n t r o l .
As a  w hole , th e  man and lan d  e c o lo g ic a l  e q u il ib r iu m  i n  H a i t i  i s  
compromised and c a n n o t. c o n tin u e  f o r  v e ry  lo n g  in  i t s  p r e s e n t  s t a t e .  In  
th e  m eantim e, th e  v a s t  m a jo r i ty  o f  H a it ia n s  a re  reduced  to  th e  le v e l  
o f  s a t i s f y i n g  t h e i r  minimum b io lo g ic a l  n e ed s , m aking H a i t i  n o t  on ly  
th e  p o o re s t  c o u n try  in  L a t in  Am erica b u t one o f th e  p o o re s t  in  th e  
w o rld .
T u rn in g  n e x t to  th e  m ajo r s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w hich have emerged 
o u t o f  th e  H a it ia n  c o n te x t ,  we f in d  them p lag u ed  w ith  a rc h a ic  and 
d y s fu n c tio n a l  e lem en ts . The m ost s t r i k i n g  and p e rv a s iv e  i n s t i t u t i o n  
i s  th e  s o c ia l  c la s s  sy stem . The c la s s  s t r u c tu r e  d iv id e s  th e  s o c ie ty  
ro u g h ly  in to  two s o c ia l  g ro u p s: ' th e  "haves"  and "have n o t s , "  w ith  
o v e r 90 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  in  th e  l a t t e r  g ro u p , and perm eates 
a l l  o th e r  s o c ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  I t  e f f e c t i v e l y  s e p a ra te s  b o th  groups 
by c o lo r ,  lan guage , w e a lth , fa m ily  o rg a n iz a t io n ,  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i ­
p a t io n ,  r e l ig io u s  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  d eg ree  o f e d u c a tio n  and l i f e  o p p o r­
t u n i t i e s .  The c o lo n ia l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  p a t t e r n  betw een th e  w h ite s ,  
f r e e  p e o p le  o f  c o lo r ,  and th e  s la v e s  s e t  th e  s ta g e  from w hich su b se q u e n tly
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evo lved  th e  p re s e n t-d a y  H a i t ia n  c la s s  sy stem . As th e  w ar o f  in d e ­
pendence a n n ih i la te d  th e  w h i te s ,  th e  f r e e  p e o p le  o f  c o lo r  f i l l e d  th e  
vacuum l e f t  by th e  fo rm er F ren ch  r u l in g  c la s s  w h ile  th e  s la v e s  became 
th e  p e a s a n t m ass. Up to  two decades ago, H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  rem ained 
e s s e n t i a l l y  a  two c la s s  sy stem . However, w ith  th e  S o c ia l  R ev o lu tio n  
o f  1946, a new u rb an  m idd le  c la s s  em erged. Today H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  i s  
composed o f .a  p red o m in an tly  m u la tto  b o u rg e o is ie  r e p re s e n t in g  no more; 
th a n  two p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n , a  m idd le  c l a s s  o f  ab o u t fo u r  
p e rc e n t  and a  p r o l e t a r i a t  o f  a b o u t s i x  p e r c e n t .  The rem ain in g  8 8  
p e rc e n t  makes up th e  p e a s a n t m ass. The e x c lu s iv e ly  u rb an  b o u rg e o is ie  
and m idd le  c la s s  r e p r e s e n t  th e  more p r iv i le g e d  and e n lig h te n e d  segm ent 
o f  th e  p o p u la t io n . They p o sse ss  e d u c a tio n  and command o f  th e  F rench  
la n g u ag e . They d iv id e  among them selves th e  pow er, w e a lth , and p r e s ­
t i g e  e x i s t in g  in  H a i t i .  In  r e a l i t y  th e n , s i x  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la ­
t i o n  own, c o n tr o l  and r e p r e s e n t  H a i t i  to  th e  o u ts id e  w o rld . The 
rem ain in g  94 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  a re  th e  u n d e rp r iv i le g e d  i n a r t i c u ­
l a t e  m ass.*
W hile  th e  e x tr a o rd in a ry  c lea v a g e  betw een th e  '’h av es ’1 and "have 
n o ts "  has been  t r a d i t i o n a l  in  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  and cou ld  ba  c o n s id e re d  
th e  o u ts ta n d in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  i t s  c la s s  sy stem , a r e l a t i v e l y  new 
f a c to r  o f  im portance  in tro d u c e d  r e c e n t ly  i s  th e  power s t r u g g le  among 
th e  " h a v e s ,"  t h a t  i s  betw een th e  b o u rg e o is ie  and th e  m idd le  c l a s s .
The b o u rg e o is ie ,  d escen d an ts  o f  th e  f r e e  m u la tto e s  o f  th e  
c o lo n ie s ,  has m a in ta in ed  i t s  p r e s t i g e  p o s i t io n  and l i g h t e r  c o lo r  by 
endogamy and in te r lo c k in g  fa m ily  t i e s .  C lass  s o l i d a r i t y ,  r e l a t i v e l y
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a b se n t in  o th e r  s t r a t a ,  i s  th e  m ost o u ts ta n d in g  t r a i t  o f  th e  b o u r­
g e o i s i e .  They e n jo y  a  p le a s a n t  and l e i s u r e l y  s t y l e  o f  l i f e .  R e c e n tly  
members o f  t h i s  e l i t e  have l o s t  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  dominance to  th e  new 
m idd le  c la s s  and have s u f f e re d  a s e r io u s  s e t  back  as th e  u n c o n te s te d  
le a d e r  c la s s  by th e  g ra d u a l e ro s io n  o f  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  power w hich  
r e f l e c t s  n e g a t iv e ly  on t h e i r  economic s t a t u s .  They rem ain , n o n e th e ­
l e s s ,  th e  s o c i a l  e l i t e .
U n lik e  th e  b o u rg e o is ie ,  membership in  th e  m idd le  c la s s  i s  r e l a ­
t i v e l y  f l u i d ,  w ith  a  la c k  o f  t r a d i t i o n s ,  o f  sh a red  c la s s  v a lu e s ,  o f  
s o l i d a r i t y .  The m ost p rom inen t members o f  t h i s  c la s s  a re  th e  "b la c k  
b u r e a u c r a ts ."  S in ce  th e  man beh ind  th e  t i t l e  i s  v e ry  in te rc h a n g e a b le  
in  H a i t ia n  p o l i t i c s ,  t h i s  impermanency p re v e n ts  in d iv id u a ls  in  t h i s  
c la s s  from  a c h ie v in g  s t a t u s  s t a b i l i t y .  As a r e s u l t ,  th e y  a re  s o c i a l l y  
in s e c u re ,  s e l f - c o n s c io u s ,  s e n s i t i v e  and s u s p ic io u s .  They have a 
l a t e n t  i n f e r i o r i t y  complex tow ard th e  b o u rg e o is ie  and accu ses  them o f 
c o lo r  d is c r im in a t io n  w hich  th e y  c o n s id e r  th e  s o le  f a c to r  p re v e n tin g  
them from  e n jo y in g  e l i t e  s t a t u s .
The p r o l e t a r i a n  c la s s  o r ig in a te d  w ith  and i s  composed o f  p e a sa n ts  
m ig ra tin g  from  th e  back c o u n try  in  s e a rc h  o f  employment and a  b e t t e r  
l i f e .  I n  m ost c a s e s ,  th e  p e a s a n t 's  hope f o r  a b e t t e r  l i f e  r e s u l t s  
m ere ly  in  exchanging  one m ise ry  f o r  a n o th e r .  He jo in s  th e  ranks o f  
th e  unemployed o r  s p o r a d ic a l ly  employed who a re  fo rc e d  to  depend on 
r e l a t i v e s  o r  in g e n u ity  to  m eet t h e i r  d a i ly  s u b s is te n c e  n e e d s . P o v e rty  
w i th in  t h i s  group i s  w orse  th an  in  th e  c o u n try s id e . Those who f in d  
employment a re  in te g r a te d  in to  th e  upper s tra tu m  o f  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t
w hich c o n s i s t s  o f  th e  b u lk  o f  th e  u rb an  la b o r  f o r c e .
A t th e  v e ry  bo ttom  o f  th e  s o c ia l  pyram id a re  th e  p e a s a n ts .  No 
more th a n  f iv e  p e rc e n t  o f  them co u ld  be c o n s id e re d  r e l a t i v e l y  com­
f o r t a b l e .  I t  i s  i r o n i c a l  t h a t  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e i r  in c r e d ib ly  low s t a n ­
d a rd  o f  l i v in g ,  t h e i r  com plete la c k  o f  p o l i t i c a l  pow er, and t o t a l  
i l l i t e r a c y ,  th e y  a r e  n e v e r th e le s s  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  e x is te n c e  o f 
H a i t i .  T h e ir  a n c e s to rs  d id  th e  f ig h t in g  w hich threw  o f f  th e  yoke o f  
s la v e ry ;  th ey  have c re a te d  th e  c r e o le  lan g u ag e , th e  r i c h  - fo lk lo re , 
f o lk  r e l i g i o n  and c u l tu r e  w hich  p e r s o n ify  H a i t i ;  and m ost im p o rta n t 
o f  a l l ,  th e y  p ro v id e  a lm o st e x c lu s iv e ly  th e  e x p o r t  c rops on w hich  th e  
n a t i o n 's  economy i s • co m p le te ly  d ep en d en t. Y et v i r t u a l l y  n o th in g  i s  
done f o r  them and th e r e  i s  l i t t l e  th e y  can  do them selves to  im prove 
t h e i r  l o t .  The p e a s a n t ,"much to  th e  ad v an tage  o f  th e  more p r iv i le g e d  
c la s s e s ,  a c c e p ts  h i s  p l i g h t  f a t a l i s t i c a l l y  and i s  w a i t in g  p a t i e n t l y  
f o r  h is  r e v o lu t io n .
The H a i t ia n  s o c i a l  c l a s s  sy stem  p ro v id e s  few o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  
s o c i a l  m o b i l i ty .  In  n o n - in d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t i e s  such  as H a i t i ,  th e  
more d e s i r a b le  econom ic and s o c i a l  p o s i t io n s  do n o t expand to  p ro v id e  
room f o r  newcomers. To g e t  to  th e  to p  means t h a t  someone e l s e  m ust 
be  d is p la c e d . The l i m i t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  ty p e  o f m o b i l i ty  r e s u l t s  in  
th e  f i e r c e s t  c o m p e titio n  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  power w hich  i s  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
avenue o f  m o b il i ty  i n  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty .  When th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  b o u rg eo is  
p o l i t i c a l  power was b roken  in  1946, a new m idd le  c la s s  em erged. How­
e v e r , i t  i s  a  m idd le  c la s s  o f  r e v o lu t io n ,  n o t o f  e v o lu t io n . I t  d id  
,n o t  emerge as th e  r e s u l t  o f  economic developm ent and i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,
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th e re b y  c lo s in g  th e  gap betw een th e  m asses and th e  b o u rg e o is ie .
I n s te a d  i t  h as  o n ly  fo rc e d  th e  b o u rg e o is ie  to  s h a re  th e  s p o i l s  w ith  
them th u s  e n la r g in g  th e  p r iv i l e g e d  group by a  sm a ll p e rc e n ta g e . 
T h e re fo re  th e  p i c tu r e  rem ains e s s e n t i a l l y  th e  same s in c e  c o lo n ia l  
t im e s : o v e r n in e ty  p e rc e n t  a t  th e  bo ttom  i s  s u b s e rv ie n t  to  a  sm all
number a t  th e  to p .
W hile  th e . a n a ly s is  o f  th e  c la s s  system  g iv e s  us an o v e r a l l  view  
o f  th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty ,  th e  fa m ily  fu n c tio n s  as  th e  b a s ic  
c e l l  o f  th e  s o c ie ty  in  w hich  th e  in d iv id u a l  i s  s o c ia l i z e d ,  d e r iv e s  
h is  i d e n t i t y  and s e c u re s  h is  minimum econom ic, e d u c a t io n a l •and a f f e c -  
t i o n a l  n e e d s . H a i t ia n s  have s t ro n g  lo y a l ty  bonds to  t h e i r  f a m il ie s  
ap p ro ach in g  c la n  s p i r i t .
D e p artu re  from  th e  fa m ily  mores o f  W estern  s o c ie ty  by th e  H a i t ia n  
m asses can  be  e x p la in e d  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  background o f  s la v e r y  w ith  
i t s  lo o se  s e x u a l m ores, th e  s u r v iv a l  o f  A f r ic a n  t r a d i t i o n s ,  and th e  
a d ju s tm en t made by a s o c ie ty  o f  e x -s la v e s  l e f t  to  th em selv es  to  
o rg a n iz e  t h e i r  own fa m ily  and m a rr ia g e  norm s. On th e  o th e r  hand th e  
u rb an  e l i t e  n e v e r  l o s t  t h e i r  European t i e s  and have p a t te r n e d  t h e i r '  
f a m il ie s  a f t e r  that-.: o f  th e  c o n v e n tio n a l F ren ch  C a th o lic  fa m ily . I t  
i s  t h i s  l a t t e r  ty p e  r e p r e s e n t in g  le s s  th a n  1 0  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la ­
t io n  w hich  i s  th e  o f f i c i a l  model found in  th e  laws o f  th e  r e p u b l ic .
The m a rr ia g e  and sex  p a t t e r n s  o f  H a i t i  seem r a th e r  u n c o n v en tio n a l 
by N o rth  ^ e r i c a n  s ta n d a r d s .  An e s tim a te d  80 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  c h i ld r e n  
a re  b o rn  o u t o f  w ed lock , le g a l  m a rria g e s  a re  in  th e  m in o r i ty  and a 
form o f  polygamy i s  commonly p r a c t ic e d  by th e  H a it ia n  m asses . T h is
s i t u a t i o n  does n o t p re v e n t th e  H a i t ia n  fam ily  from  being  r e l a t i v e l y
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s t a b l e .  Common law m a rria g e  (p la c ag e ) i s  th e  m ost f re q u e n t ty p e  o f  
u n io n  f o r  th e  H a i t ia n  m asses. When i t  i s  monogamous i t  d i f f e r s  
l i t t l e  from  a l e g a l ly  s a n c tio n e d  m a rr ia g e . However, one in  fo u r  
p la ca g e s  i s  polygam ous. T h ere  seem to  be an economic b a s is  f o r  t h i s  
custom , as i l l u s t r a t e d  by th e  p e a sa n t w ith  w id e ly  s c a t te r e d  h o ld in g s , 
who p r e f e r s  to  s t a r t  a  fam ily  on each  o f  h is  p lo t s  r a th e r  th a n  h i r e  
h e lp . The c a se  o f  a  l e g a l ly  m a rr ie d  man who m a in ta in s  a  concub ine  i s  
c o n s id e re d  p o p u la r ly  as an e x te n s io n  o f  polygamous p lacag e  a lth o u g h  
th e  law d e f in e s  i t  as a d u l te r y .  T h is  ty p e  o f  u n io n  can be c o n s id e re d  
th e  H a i t ia n  c o u n te r p a r t  o f  th e  F rench  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f hav ing  a  m is t r e s s .
T here  i s  l i t t l e  in c e n t iv e  f o r  th e  H a i t ia n  m asses to  b re a k  away
from th e  tim e-h o n o red  p r a c t i c e  o f  f r e e  un ion  and polygamy. One o f
th e  f a c to r s  w hich  seems to  m a in ta in  th e  p r a c t i c e  i s  th e  ex cess  o f  
women and t h e i r  w il l in g n e s s  to  e n te r  in to  n o n - le g a l  m a rr ia g e s . The 
f a c t  t h a t  p la ca g e s  a r e  s o c i a l l y  s a n c tio n e d  te n d s  to  fo rm a liz e  
them and s o c ia l  p re s s u re s  e x e rc is e d  by th e  community p re v e n ts  s e p a r a - . 
t i o n .  N o n e th e le s s , p la c a g e  by i t s  v e ry  n a tu re  encourages m ale p h i l a n ­
d e r in g  and o ccas io n s  in te r - p e r s o n a l  c o n f l i c t s .  The H a it ia n  c o u n try s id e  
abounds w ith  scen es  o f  j e a l o u s i e s .  However, H a i t ia n  women have le a rn e d  
to  l iv e  w ith  th e  in s e c u r i t y  o f  s h a r in g  t h e i r  m ates w ith  o th e r  women.
W hile c o n s id e re d  i n f e r i o r  by law and custom s, th e  H a it ia n  woman
en jo y s  a  h ig h e r  s t a t u s  th an  one would assume f o r  a L a tin  Am erican 
c o u n try . G e n e ra lly  h e r  s t a tu s  i s  b e s t  i n  th e  low er c la s s e s  and more 
r e c e n t ly  has come to  be so among th e  p ro g re s s iv e  elem ents, o f  th e  u p p e r
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b o u rg e o is ie .  The women o f  th e  H a i t ia n  m asses have l a r g e ly  em anci­
p a te d  them selves th ro u g h  t h e i r  im p o r ta n t economic r o l e .  The p e a s a n t 
woman n o t  o n ly  ru n s h e r  home and h e lp s  in  th e  f i e l d s ,  b u t does th e  
s e l l i n g  and buy ing  f o r  th e  fa m ily . H er c o n s ta n t  t r i p s  to  th e  m a rk e ts , 
h e r  h ig h  d eg ree  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  make h e r  a  much more e n lig h te n e d  p e rso n  
th a n  th e  m ales o f  h e r  fa m ily . T h is  has e s ta b l i s h e d  a l a t e n t  b u t 
e f f e c t i v e  e g a l i t a r i a n i s m  i n  r u r a l  H a i t ia n  f a m i l ie s .  L ik ew ise , th e  
p r o l e t a r i a n  woman engaged in  p e t ty  r e t a i l i n g  i s  among th e  m ost 
a g g re s s iv e  e lem en ts  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty .  O ften  she  i s  th e  o n ly  perm a-
i
n e n t p ro v id e r  and a u th o r i ty  f ig u r e  in  h e r  fa m ily . I n  th e  rem ain in g  
c l a s s e s ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e s  s t i l l  l i n g e r  on . T here  a r e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  
imposed on women w hich  d o n 't  a p p ly  to  men. However, th e s e  t r a d i t i o n s
a re  g ra d u a l ly  e ro d in g  and th e  g e n e ra l  a t t i t u d e  tow ard th e  changing  r o le
X'/
and s t a t u s  o f  women i s  n o t  i n f l e x i b l e .
XAs f o r  H a i t ia n  c h i ld r e n ,  th e .-v a s t m a jo r i ty  a re  b o m  o u t o f
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w edlock w ith o u t b e in g  n e c e s s a r i ly  v ic t im iz e d  by t h e i r  s t a t u s  as 
n a tu r a l  c h i ld r e n ,  though le g i t im a te  c h i ld r e n  have a h ig h e r  s t a t u s .s'y
N a tu ra l  c h i ld r e n  a re  o f  two Jtyjpes: th o se  reco g n ized  by t h e i r  f a th e r
e n jo y _ th e  same l e g a l  r ig h t s  as le g i t im a te  c h i ld r e n ,  w h ile  th o se  n o t 
re c o g n ize d  a re  c o n s id e re d  l e g a l ly  as a d u l t e r in e .  W idespread i l l e g i t i ­
macy in  H a i t i  i s  due to  th e  absence  o f  r i g i d  l e g a l  monogamous s ta n d a rd s
th e  la ix ity  o f  th e  se x u a l m ores, th e  ig n o ran ce  by  th e  g r e a t  m a jo r i ty  o f
/
th e  fem ale  p o p u la tio n  o f  th e  m ost ru d im en ta ry  forms o f  b i r t h  c o n t r o l ,  
and th e  in d i f f e r e n c e  o f  th e  m ale to  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c o n c e p tio n . 
L a s t ly ,  c h i ld r e n  a re  e a s i l y  c a re d  f o r  in  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty ,  w here th e y
■C
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a re  c o n s id e re d  an economic a s s e t ,  s e c u r i ty  f o r  o ld  age and a  so u rc e  
o f  p r id e .
The H a i t ia n  fam ily  i s  an ex tended  ty p e  fa m ily  and k in  s e v e r a l  
d eg rees  remove<L-are re c o g n ize d  as r e l a t i v e s .  I t  i s  n o t u n u su a l to  
fiij.d--R elated f a m il ie s  l iv in g  c lo s e  to g e th e r .  The fa m ily  i s  p a t r i a r c h a l  
a lth o u g h  n o t o f  th e  ex trem e a u th o r i t a r i a n  v a r i e ty  p re v a le n t  in  L a t in  
A m erica. As f a r  as th e  mores and folkw ays a re  co n ce rn ed , th e  fa m ily
i
o f  th e  m asses and o f  th e  more p r iv i le g e d  c la s s e s  d i f f e r  c o n s id e ra b ly .
A t one end , th e  e l i t e  a r e  concerned  w ith  p e rp e tu a t in g  fa m il ie s  w ith
> • 
s o c ia l  a m b itio n s , w hereas a t  th e  o th e r  end th e  fam ily  i s  p r im a r i ly  an
■ /economic u n i t  in  w hich  th e  members a re  p a r tn e r s  in  th e  s t r u g g le  fo 'r  
s u r v i v a l .
The H a i t ia n  fam ily  o rg a n iz a t io n  i s  b o th  th e  s t r e n g th  and w eak­
n ess  o f  th e  s o c ie ty .  X*oya'lty, s o l i d a r i t y ,  m utual a id  and p r o te c t io n  
among th e  members o f  an ex tended  fam ily  have p re v e n te d  th e  t o t a l  
d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty ,  f o r  i t  p ro v id e s  th e  minimum s o c ia l  
s e c u r i ty  an in d iv id u a l  needs to  s u rv iv e . A t th e  same tim e t h i s  k in d  
o f s o l i d a r i t y  has a  n e g a tiv e  e f f e c t  fo r  i t  tu rn s  lo y a l t i e s  inw ard .
I t  encourages c la n n is h ,  s e l f i s h ,  n e p o t i s t i c  a t t i t u d e s ,  i n h i b i t s  com­
m unity  s p i r i t  and c iv ic  se n se  e s s e n t i a l  to  s o c i a l  p ro g r e s s .  Thus 
th e  H a i t ia n  fa m ily  p la y s  th e  p a ra d o x ic a l r o le  o f  c o u n te ra c t in g  th e  
d i s in t e g r a t i o n  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  and a t  th e  same tim e p re v e n tin g  i t s  
developm ent.
W ith r e s p e c t  to  th e  l a x i t y  o f  se x u a l mores i n  H a i t i ,  w ith  i t s  
h ig h  in c id e n c e  o f  f r e e -u n io n s ,  polygamy, i l l e g i t im a c y ,  a d u l te r y  and
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p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  i t  can  be su rm ised  t h a t  th e s e  phenomena a re  o f  m inor 
im portance  so  long  as c h i ld r e n  a re  s o c ia l i z e d  and in te g r a te d  in to  
s ta b le ,  f a m i l i a l  sy s te m s . W hile th e  H a i t ia n  fa m ily  i s  f a i r l y  s t a b l e ,  
i t  i s  a p p a re n t t h a t  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  i s  a so u rc e  o f  s e r io u s  i n t e r  
p e rs o n a l  c o n f l i c t s  and a  h a rd sh ip  f o r  many c h i ld r e n  and women. The 
leg acy  o f  l i b e r t in a g e  o f  c o lo n ia l  days has n o t d ie d  away and ten d s  
to  c o n t r ib u te  in  th e  long  run  a n o th e r  u n s ta b le  e lem en t to  th e  g e n e ra l  
d is o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty .
As f o r  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  th e y  p la y  a  dom inant r o le  in  
H a i t ia n  l i f e .  The p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  n a t io n  has been  c h a ra c ­
t e r i z e d  by tu rb u le n c e . In  e s s e n c e , H a i t ia n  p o l i t i c s  r e p r e s e n t  a 
r e l e n t l e s s  power s t r u g g le  betw een r i v a l  groups o f  th e  p r iv i le g e d  
s t r a t a  from w hich th e  m asses a re  e x c lu d e d . A s t ro n g  man has alw ays 
ru le d  H a i t i .  A t r a d i t i o n  o f  a b so lu tism , n o n -d em o cra tic  r u le  w ith  a 
s p i r i t  o f  in t r a n s ig e n c e  and non-com prom ise tow ard  th e  o p p o s i t io n ,  i s  
d e ep ly  ro o te d .
4
The H a i t ia n  p o l i t i c a l  s y s te m .in  s p i t e  o f  i t s  i n s t a b i l i t y  has 
shown some p e r s i s t e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o v e r th e  y e a r s .  They a r e :
( 1 ) a  fundam ental c lea v a g e  betw een th e  w r i t t e n  law and governm ent in  
a c t u a l i t y ;  ( 2 ) a p r e s id e n t i a l  system  w ith  a  d i c t a t o r  as  c h ie f  o f  s t a t e
(3) a ru b b e r stamp l e g i s l a t u r e ;  (4) a ju d i c i a r y  w hich  i s  an in s tru m e n t 
in  th e  hands o f  th e  p r e s id e n t ;  (5 ) an army w hich  makes and unmakes 
p r e s id e n ts  fo rc in g  th e  l a t t e r  e i t h e r  to  e n te r  in to  an a l l i a n c e  w ith  
th e  m i l i t a r y  o r  to  m an ip u la te  them; ( 6 ) c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r ig h t s
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s u b o rd in a te d  to  th e  whiin o f  th e  p r e s id e n t ;  (7) a s p o i l s  sy stem  w hich  
r e s u l t s  in  th e  o v e rh a u lin g  o f  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  from  to p  to  bo ttom  
w ith  e v e ry  new regim e and w hich  has p e rp e tu a te d  a  t r a d i t i o n  o f  g reed , 
g r a f t ,  and c o r r u p t io n .
P o l i t i c s  becomes an end in  i t s e l f  r a t h e r  th a n  a  means to  a s s u re  
th e  p ro p e r  fu n c tio n in g  o f  o th e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  H a i t ia n  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i ­
tu t io n s  have im p o r ta n t economic fu n c t io n s ,  w hich e x p la in s  th e  m orbid 
p re o c c u p a tio n  o f  so many H a it ia n s  w ith  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  f o r  
t h e i r  l iv e l ih o o d  i s  a t  s t a k e .  P o l i t i c s  a r e  th e  to o ls  p a r  e x c e lle n c e  
o f  econom ic b e tte rm e n t and s o c i a l  ascendance  f o r  th o s e  who a re  u in ."  
Those who a re  " o u t” b id e  t h e i r  tim e  and p a r t i c i p a t e  in  in t r ig u e s  
w ith  th e  hope o f  b e in g  " in "  w ith  th e  n e x t reg im e, to  f e a th e r  t h e i r  
n e s ts  in  th e i r - - tu rn .
The D u v a lie r  regim e w hich  i s  c u r r e n t ly  r u l in g  H a i t i  has ea rn ed  
w orldw ide n o to r i e ty  f o r  i t s  ty ra n n y  and even f o r  L a t in  Am erica 
r e p r e s e n ts  an anachron ism  in  th e  m id -2 0 th  c e n tu ry . Y et t h i s  regim e 
i s  n o t ' an anomaly f o r  H a i t i .  I t  r e p r e s e n ts  by  a l l  i t s  ex trem es th e  
lo g ic a l  end r e s u l t  o f  a  p o l i t i c a l  system  w hich has p la y e d  i t s e l f  o u t .  
The D u v a lie r  regim e m igh t p ro v e  to  be  th e  tu rn in g  p o in t  o f  th e  
H a i t ia n  n a t io n  in  th e  se n se  t h a t  i t  i s  p r e c i p i t a t i n g  th e  day o f  
re c k o n in g . T o ta l  c o l la p s e  m igh t be a v e r te d  by o u ts id e  fo rc e s  e i t h e r  
by a C o n g o -s ty le  t r u s te e s h ip  o r  a C u b an -s ty le  communist ta k e  o v e r .
D u v a lie r  i s  a  "phenomenon" in  th e  se n se  t h a t  e v e ry  method w hich 
h as  been  used  th ro u g h o u t H a i t ia n  h i s t o r y  to  remove a  d e sp o t has been 
u sed  a g a in s t  him b u t up to  now has f a i l e d .  He has a  rem arkab le
p o l i t i c a l  f l a i r ,  f o r  he u n d e rs ta n d s  w e l l  th e  H a i t ia n  p o l i t i c a l  game 
in  a l l  i t s  i n t r i c a c i e s  and has a  g r e a t  p s y c h o lo g ic a l u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f 
th e  c h a r a c te r  w eaknesses o f  h i s  c o m p a tr io ts  and h as  e x p lo i te d  b o th  - 
to  h is  b e n e f i t .  D u v a lie r  has c ru sh ed  o r  c o n t r o l le d  ev ery  o b s ta c le  
w hich s to o d  in  h is  way. These can be enum erated as  fo l lo w s : (1) h is
e a r ly  p a r t i s a n s ;  (2 ) p o l i t i c a l  o p p o s i t io n ;  (3) th e  l e g i s l a t u r e ;
(4) th e  army; (5) th e  b o u rg e o is ie ;  ( 6 ) th e  c le r g y ;  (7) th e  i n t e l l i ­
g e n t s i a ;  and ( 8 ) th e  U .S. S ta t e  D epartm en t. D u v a lie r  i s  a t  w ar w ith  
e v e ry  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  in  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty ,  h an d les  th e  U .S. 
w ith  a  p o l ic y  o f d ip lo m a tic  b la c k m a il b u t  has th e  n a t io n  w e l l  u n d er ' 
c o n t r o l  th ro u g h  a  r e ig n  o f  t e r r o r .  M ethods o f  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  u sed  
have been in s p ir e d  by o th e r  d i c t a t o r s  in  th e  w o rld  p lu s  h is  own in n o ­
v a t io n s ,  th e  most famous b e in g  h is  i l l e g a l  r e e le c t io n  in  1961.
M ethods in c lu d e  c ru d e  p ropaganda, c o n t r o l  o f  m ass-m edia and c e n s o r ­
s h ip ,  th e  rumor m i l l ,  th e  p e r s o n a l i t y  c u l t ,  faked  p o p u la r i ty  demon­
s t r a t i o n s ,  d iv id e  and r u le  t a c t i c s ,  in t im id a t io n ,  in c r e a s in g ly  b a r ­
b a r i c  r e p r i s a l s  in c lu d in g  th e  m u rdering  o f  in n o c en t r e l a t i v e s  o f 
enem ies, and th e  t h r e a t  o f  an a l l - o u t  m assacre  by h is  thugs sho u ld  
th e  regim e f a l l .  N o th ing  s h o r t  o f  h is  a s s a s s in a t io n  w i l l  d e te r  him ; 
f o r  t h i s  re a so n  he i s  e x tre m e ly  w e l l  g u ard ed . Many H a it ia n s  have 
p in n ed  a l l  t h e i r  hopes on th e  d e a th  o f  D u v a lie r , f o r  in  1964 he p ro ­
c la im ed  h im s e lf  p r e s id e n t  .fo r  l i f e .
An o b je c t iv e  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  s o - c a l le d  " D u v a l i e r i s t  R ev o lu tio n "  
le a d s  to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  i t  s ta n d s  f o r  n o th in g . I t  i s  b u t  a co n ­
t in u a t io n  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  p o l i t i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  by new men w ith  th e  same
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o ld  id e a s .  I t  i s  a lm o st h o p e le s s  to  seek  o u t any p o l i t i c a l  p r in c ip le s  
to  w hich  D u v a lie r  has ad h ered  c o n s i s t e n t ly .  He has no id e o lo g y , no 
c o h e re n t d o c tr in e  o f  h i s  own, e x c e p t c l i c h / s  ab o u t b la c k  n a t io n a l is m  
and a  "New" H a i t i .  .N a tio n a lism  in  th e  hands o f  th e  D u v a lie r  regim e i s  
n o th in g  more th an  b la c k  rac ism  used  as a d e fe n se  mechanism m asking a 
Negro i n f e r i o r i t y  com plex. As f o r  b u i ld in g  th e  "New" H a i t i ,  th e  
" D u v a l i e r i s t  R ev o lu tio n "  has been  a r e v o lu t io n  o f  d escen d in g  expec­
t a t i o n s ,  f o r  i t  i s  th e  consensus o f  a l l  H a it ia n s  young and o ld ,  and 
o f  a l l  w alks o f  l i f e ,  t h a t  in  t h e i r  l i f e  tim e th e  c o u n try  has n e v e r 
been  in  su ch  a  s t a t e  o f  m is e ry . S ig n s o f  decay  a r e  everyw here  w h ile  
th e  regim e spends 60 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  b u dget f o r  i n t e r n a l  d e fe n se .
Those who c an , le a v e  th e  c o u n try . The more ed u ca ted  segm ent o f  th e  
p o p u la tio n  has l o s t  f a i t h  in  th e  c o u n try 's  e v e r  b e in g  a b le  to  p u l l  
i t s e l f  o u t o f  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  and economic m o rass, and a  v e r i t a b l e  
H a i t ia n  d ia s p o ra  w hich sp re a d s  i t s  y o u th  and m ost dynamic e lem en ts  
th ro u g h o u t th e  w orld  i s  o c c u r r in g .  Those who can n o t le a v e  f in d  a 
read y  ch an n e l to  v e n t t h e i r  re sen tm e n t in  th e  c u r r e n ts  o f  a n t i -  
am erican ism  and pro-communism d ev e lo p in g  in . H a i t i .
A n ti-am erican ism , n e v e r  v i r u l e n t  in  H a i t i ,  i s  grow ing b o th  in  th e  
governm ent s e c to r  and in  th e  o p p o s i t io n .  P a r t i s a n s  o f  th e  D u v a lie r  
regim e r e s e n t  th e  U .S . f o r  c u t t in g  o f f  a id  from  w hich  th e y  b e n e f i te d  
d i r e c t l y ,  w h ile  th e  o p p o s i t io n  i s  en raged  a t  th e  i n s e n s i t i v i t y  shown 
by th e  U .S . governm ent to  a l l  th e  a t r o c i t i e s  w hich  a re  ta k in g  p la c e  
as long  as D u v a lie r  poses as a fo e  o f  communism and r e s p e c ts  A m erican 
i n t e r e s t s  in  H a i t i .
As f o r  com m unism ^!t i s  obvious t h a t  th e  p r e s e n t  c o n d it io n s  in  
H a i t i  a re  a  seedba^TEor l e f t i s t  c a u s e s . Today th e  communist group i s  
by f a r  th e  besfcgrorganized and th e  l a r g e s t  o f  a l l  c la n d e s t in e , g ro u p s . 
S in ce  th ey  n p s t r i c t  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  to  p r o s e ly t i z in g  and make no 
a tte m p t t^ o v e r th r o w  th e  reg im e, D u v a lie r  le a v e s  them a lo n e  f o r  he 
f e e l s  h a p ;a n  c ru s h  them any tim e  he needs to  and in  th e  meantime can  
u se  th e p  to  w orry  th e  U .S . The in c re a s in g  e ase  w ith  w hich  th e  com- 
m u n is /s  g a in  sy m p ath ize rs  among n e u t r a l s  in  H a i t i  i s  due to  a n t i - 
d u v g a ie r ism , a n ti-a m e ric a n ism , and a n t i - c a p i t a l i s m .  To them th e  
D u v a lie r  regim e r e p re s e n ts  th e  l a s t  s ta g e  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  decadence and 
c o r ru p tio n  w h ile ,  even though communism i s  t o t a l i t a r i a n ,  i t  has  th e  
sa v in g  g ra c e  o f  hav in g  h ig h e r  i d e a l s .  They a re  conv inced  t h a t  th e  
f r e e  e n te r p r i s e  system  i s  in c a p a b le  o f  b r in g in g  ab o u t th e  m a jo r s o c i a l  
r e s t r u c tu r in g  w hich  i s  th e  o n ly  s a lv a t io n  f o r  H a i t i .  However, i n d i v i ­
d u a lism  and s e l f - i n t e r e s t  a re  so in c r u s te d  in  th e  H a i t ia n  c h a r a c te r  
t h a t  communism w i l l  have a d i f f i c u l t  tim e  p a ss in g  from  th e  ta lk in g  to  
th e  a c t io n  s ta g e .  I n  e ssen ce  t h i s  in d iv id u a lis m  has b een  th e  bane 
o f  H a i t ia n  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .  I t  was shaped by th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  c o u n try  
and r e in fo r c e d  by i t s  s o c ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .
The r o le  o f  r e l i g i o n  in  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  i s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  seco n d ary  
o n e . N o n e th e le s s , r e l ig io u s  a c t i v i t i e s  f u l f i l l  many fu n c tio n s  th a t  
o th e r  s o c ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f a i l  to  p ro v id e .
Freedom o f  r e l i g i o n  o r r e l ig io u s  in d i f f e r e n c e  i s  a  r e a l  f a c t  o f 
H a i t ia n  l i f e .  "While m ost H a it ia n s  c o n s id e r  them selves C a th o lic ,  f o r  
th e  v a s t  m a jo r i ty  i t  i s  b u t a th in  v e n ee r and n e a r l y .90 p e rc e n t  o f  th e
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p o p u la tio n  ad h ere  in  v a r io u s  d eg rees  to  vodou b e l i e f s .
Vodou i s  a  f o lk  r e l i g i o n  p r a c t i c e d  c o - l a t e r a l l y  w ith  C a th o lic ism .
I t  h as  i t s  o r ig in  in  A fr ic a n  b e l i e f s  t r a n s p la n te d  to  th e  New W orld.
T here  i s  an e s s e n t i a l  s y n c r e t ic  q u a l i t y  ab o u t vodou. I t  i s  a  com­
p o s i te  o f  A fr ic a n  b e l i e f s ,  C a th o lic  r i t e s ,  m ag ica l p r a c t i c e s  o f  European 
o r ig i n ,  as w e l l  as H a i t ia n  in n o v a tio n s . I t  i s  a c u l t  th ro u g h  w hich th e  
b ,e lie v e r  w orsh ip s  d iv in  . t i e s  to  w hich he a t t r i b u t e s  h is  fo r tu n e s  and 
m is fo r tu n e s .  Through th e  medium o f  a  p r i e s t ,  d i v i n i t i e s  can  be  p le a se d  
o r  appeased  by making o f f e r in g s  and by fo llo w in g  c e r t a i n  r i t u a l s .  These 
g e n e r a l ly  ta k e  p la c e  a t  s e r v ic e s  w here dances and c h a n ts  accom panied 
by drum rhythm s a re  u sed  to  c r e a te  a  s t a t e  o f  e x a l t a t i o n  b r in g in g  th e  
i n i t i a t e  c lo s e r  to  h i s  gods. I t  goes w ith o u t sa y in g  t h a t  th e  ed u ca ted  
H a i t ia n  does n o t p a r t i c i p a t e  in  vodou a c t i v i t i e s  and b e l i e f s ,  and
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chooses to  ig n o re  r a th e r  th a n  condemn them . W hile vodou i s  an  im p o rtan t 
a s p e c t  o f  H a i t ia n  c u l tu r e ,  i t s  im p o rtan ce  has been  m ag n ified  o u t o f  
p ro p o r t io n  to  i t s  a c tu a l  r o le  in  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty .  I t s  s u p e r s t i t i o n s  
have a  tendency  to  r e t a r d  p ro g re s s  b u t th e r e  a r e  many more im p o rtan t 
f a c to r s  in h ib i t i n g  p ro g re s s  in  H a i t i  o th e r  th a n  i t s  f o lk  r e l i g i o n .  I t  
i s  obvious t h a t  i f  vodou d id  n o t s e rv e  any. n e ed s , i t  would n o t  show 
th e  v i t a l i t y  i t  s t i l l  m a n ife s ts  among th e  H a it ia n  m asse s . As long  as 
C h r is t ia n  m is s io n a r ie s  f a i l  to  p ro v id e  a  form o f  e v a n g e l iz a t io n  w hich 
i s  more r e a l i s t i c  to  th e  in n e r  needs o f  th e  m asses, as long  as  th e  
governm ent f a i l s  to  p ro v id e  ad eq u a te  m e d ic a l, e d u c a t io n a l ,  r e c r e a t io n a l ,  
and o th e r  s o c ia l  s e r v ic e s ,  th e  H a i t ia n  m asses w i l l  tu r n  to  vodou f o r  
th e s e  n eed s .
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The h i s t o r y  o f  C a th o lic ism  in  H a i t i  e x p la in s  to  a  g r e a t  e x te n t  
th e  r e l a t i v e l y  i n d i f f e r e n t  r o le  p la y e d  by th e  C a th o lic  Church in  
H a i t ia n  l i f e .  R e lig io n  was l i t t l e  known and even l e s s  p r a c t ic e d  
d u rin g  th e  c o lo n ia l  p e r io d  and d is a p p e a re d  a lm o st f o r  70 y e a rs  u n t i l  
H a i t i  s ig n ed  a  c o n c o rd a t w ith  th e  V a tic a n  in  1860. The refo rm s came 
to o  l a t e .  The m asses had become d evo ted  to  t h e i r  f o lk  r e l i g i o n  
w hereas th e  e l i t e  had become imbued w ith  th e  l i b e r a l  and a n t i - c l e r i c a l  
view s o f  F ren ch  p h i lo s o p h e r s .  As a  w hole , th e  C a th o lic  Church has ' 
f a i l e d  to  w in th e  p o p u la r  su p p o rt o f  th e  H a it ia n  p e o p le  and rem ains to  
t h i s  day p r im a r i ly  in  th e  hands o f  a  fo r e ig n  m is s io n a ry  ty p e  c le r g y . 
Much o f  th e  ram pant a n t i - c l e r i c a l i s m  among ed u ca ted  H a i t ia n s  stem s 
from  th e  fo r e ig n  c l e r g y 's  c o n se rv a tism , t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  m edd ling , 
t h e i r  p a te r n a l is m , and t h e i r  19 th  c e n tu ry  c o n ce p tio n  o f  r e l i g i o n .
The sm a ll number o f  P r o t e s t a n t  m is s io n a r ie s  have n o t  f a re d  much b e t t e r .
'T he  g e n e ra l  r e l ig io u s  in d i f f e r e n c e  in  H a i t i  i s  n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  a  l i a ­
b i l i t y .  Absence o f  r e l ig io u s  dogmatism makes a  s o c ie ty  more re c e p t iv e  
to  new id e a s  and i n  th e  c a se  o f  H a i t i ,  r e l ig io u s  in d i f f e r e n c e  would 
r e p r e s e n t  one le s s  r a th e r  th a n  one more s tu m b lin g  b lo c k  tow ard a  p ro ­
gram o f  p lan n ed  s o c i a l  change.
Thus one a r r iv e s  a t  th e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  had a 
tu r b u le n t  h i s t o r y ,  r e s t s  on a  f r a g i l e  e c o lo g ic a l  b a s i s  and has d i s ­
tu rb in g  a n a rc h ic  e lem en ts  in  i t s  c u l tu r e .
«
B. C u ltu re  and P e r s o n a l i ty
The r e l a t i o n  o f  c u l tu r e  and p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  b ased  on th e
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assu m p tio n  t h a t  th e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o f  th e  members o f  a  s o c ie ty  a r e  
d e te rm in ed  to  some d eg ree  by th e  c u l tu r e  th e y  s h a r e .  I f  th e y  s h a re  
e s s e n t i a l l y  th e  same c u l tu r e ,  i t  i s  assumed t h a t  th e y  w ould th e n  have 
c e r t a i n  a t t i t u d e s ,  h a b i t s ,  s e n tim e n ts , id e a l s  and v a lu e s  in  common.
T h is  means t h a t  a s o r t  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o r  n a t io n a l  c h a r a c te r  
i s  p r e s e n t .  The term s modal p e r s o n a l i t y ,  b a s ic  p e r s o n a l i t y  s t r u c t u r e ,  
c o l l e c t i v e  m e n ta l i ty  have been  u sed  to  e x p re ss  more o r  le s s  th e  same 
id e a .  W hile th e  c a u s a l  r e l a t io n s h ip  betw een b u l tu r e  and n a t io n a l  
c h a r a c te r  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  m easure o p e r a t io n a l ly ,  th e r e  seems to  be  a 
v a l i d i t y  in  th e  h y p o th e s is  t h a t  p e o p le  s h a r in g  th e  same c u l tu r e  a ls o  
s h a re  in  common a  s e t  o f  t r a i t s  w hich  t y p i f i e s  them and i d e n t i f i e s  
them to  o th e r s .  In  th e  c a se  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty ,  th e r e  seems to  be  a 
c l u s t e r  o f  a t t i t u d e s ,  b e l i e f s ,  and c h a r a c te r  t r a i t s  sh a red  in  common 
w hich in  t h e i r  co m b in a tio n  p r e s e n t  a  p i c tu r e  o f  an e n t i t y  w hich i s  
i d e n t i f i a b l e  as th e  H a i t ia n  p e r s o n a l i t y  o r  H a i t ia n  m e n ta l i ty .  Perhaps 
some o f  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  H a i t ia n s  e n c o u n te r  in  t r y in g  to  so lv e  t h e i r  
c h ro n ic  socioeconom ic m a la ise  a re  due in  p a r t  to  th e  H a i t ia n  m e n ta l i ty .  
An a tte m p t i s  b e in g  made h e re  to  l i s t  some o f  th e  t r a i t s  observ ed  by 
th i s  w r i t e r ,  and w hich  a r e ,  in  h i s  judgm ent, t y p ic a l  o f  H a i t ia n  
s o c ie ty .
1. G en era l Remarks
The H a i t ia n  n a t io n a l  c h a r a c te r  stem s from  t h e .p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c a l  
ev en ts  w hich have shaped th e  H a i t ia n  n a t io n  as  w e ll  as th e  s o c ia l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  w hich have emerged from  th e  H a i t ia n  c o n te x t .  One s t r i k i n g  
f a c t  i s  t h a t  H a it ia n s  s h a re  many o f  th e  v a lu e s  p re v a le n t  in  S p an ish
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Am erica i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e i r  l i n g u i s t i c  and e th n ic  u n iq u e n e ss . They a re  
more l i k e  M ex icans, f o r  in s ta n c e ,  th a n  l i k e  t h e i r  n e ig h b o rs  th e  Negro 
Jam a ican s , le a d in g  us to  th e  a ssu m p tio n  t h a t  th e  L a t in  European c u l ­
t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  h as  had more o f  an  im pact th a n  th e  A fr ic a n  one:
Many fo r e ig n e r s  and some H a i t ia n s ,  w i th  l i t t l e  knowledge 
o f  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  n a t io n  and o f i t s  m e n ta l i ty ,  
th in k  t h a t  th e  a tta ch m e n t t h a t  H a i t ia n s  have to  F ren ch  c u l ­
tu r e  i s  s im p ly  an im i t a t i o n .  They do n o t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  
t h i s  c u l tu r e  i s  p a r t  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  n a t io n a l  c h a r a c t e r . . .
I n  H a i t i  an e n t i t y  was c r e a te d  w hich  i s  n e ith e r -  A fr ic a n  
n o r F ren ch , b u t w hich  i s  l in k e d  to  A f r ic a  by b lo o d  and to  
F ran c e  a l i t t l e  by b lo o d  a l s o  b u t much more so  by m e n ta l i ty .
The H a i t ia n  p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  a s s e s s  b ecau se  o f  th e  wide.
d iv e rg e n c e  betw een w hat H a i t ia n s  p ro f e s s  and w hat th e y  p r a c t i c e .  I n  a
p o l l  ta k e n  among s tu d e n ts  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  H a i t i ,  w hich a d m itte d ly
i s  n o t n e c e s s a r i l y  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e ,  b u t i s  r e v e a l in g  n o n e th e le s s ,
s tu d e n ts  l i s t e d  as th e  th r e e  le a d in g  p o s i t i v e  c h a r a c te r  t r a i t s  o f
H a i t ia n s :  s to ic is m , n a t io n a l  p r id e  and g e n e r o s i ty .  As n e g a tiv e
t r a i t s  th e y  l i s t e d  in  o rd e r  o f  im p o rtan c e : p le a s u re  s e e k in g , c o n c e i t ,
2i n f e r i o r i t y  complex and la c k  o f  s o l i d a r i t y .
The b a s ic  p h ilo so p h y  o r  m y stiq u e  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  n a t io n  i s  somewhat
D antes B e lle g a rd e , " H a i t i  c e n t r e  de c u l tu r e  f r a n c a i s e ,"  in  
A uguste V ia t t e ,  H i s to i r e  L i t t e r a i r e  de l*A m erique F ra n c a is e  (Quebec: 
P re s se s  U n iv e r s i t a i r e s  L a v a l, 1954 ), p . 451 .
2The s tu d e n ts  chose th e  a d je c t iv e s  th e m se lv e s . The l i s t  o f  
n e g a tiv e  t r a i t s  ranked  in  o rd e r  o f  im p o rtan ce  w ere : ( 1 ) p le a s u re
s e e k in g ; (2 ) c o n c e i t ;  (3) i n f e r i o r i t y  com plex; (4) la c k  o f  s o l i d a r i t y ;
(5 ) e x p lo i t e r  o f  each  o th e r ;  ( 6 ) la c k  o f  d i s c i p l i n e ;  (7) in d i f f e r e n c e ;  
( 8 ) la c k  o f  p e rse v e ra n c e ; (9 ) n a rro w -m in d ed n ess; and (10) s u p e r s t i t i o u s .
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n eb u lo u s . I f  one c o n s id e rs  th e  Am erican m ystique  as  b e in g  " th e  y— 
P r o te s ta n t  e th ic "  th e n  th e  H a i t ia n  m y stiq u e  i s  n o n - u t i l i t a r i a n  by com­
p a r is o n . H a i t ia n s  d e s c r ib e  t h e i r  m y stique  as  a p a s s io n a te  f a i t h  in  
th e  d e s t in y  o f  H a i t i  as th e  f i r s t  free -N e g ro  n a t io n .  T h is  sen tim en t 
seek s  i t s  i n s p i r a t i o n  in  th e  h e ro ic  deeds o f" th e  g r e a t  h e ro es  o f  
n a t io n a l  in d ependence . T h is  d e s t in y  has y e t  to  be f u l f i l l e d  and even 
H a it ia n s  adm it t h a t  t h e i r  n a t io n  i s  no model o f  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  th e  
new em erging A fr ic a n  n a t io n s ;  n e v e r th e le s s ,  th e  H a i t ia n  m y stiq u e  i s  
re s p o n s ib le  f o r  f o s te r in g  s tro n g  n a t io n a l is m  and more r e c e n t ly  
n e g r i tu d e ,  i . e . ,  th e  p r id e  o f  b e in g  N egro . W hile th e  exam ples o f  
T o u ssa in t L o u v e rtu re , Jean -Jacques. D e s s a l in e s , Henry C h ris to p h e  and 
A lexandre  P e tio n  a re  no doubt i n s p i r in g  s in c e  th e  p a ssa g e  o f  tim e 
has b lu r r e d  t h e i r  w eaker p o in t s ,  th e y  w ere  i n  e f f e c t  bo rn  on th e  
c r e s t  o f  F ren ch  c u l tu r e  and n o t e x a c t ly  th e  p ro d u c t o f  H a i t ia n  c u l ­
t u r e .  No men o f t h e i r  c a l i b e r  have ap p ea red  s in c e .  The few o u ts ta n d ­
in g  men th a t  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  has p roduced  have a l l  had  e x t e r io r  c u l ­
t u r a l  in f lu e n c e  th ro u g h  long  re s id e n c y  o r  s tu d y  a b ro a d . W hile no 
doubt th e re  m ust be some p o t e n t i a l l y  g r e a t  men in  H a i t i ,  th e  c u l t u r a l  
m il ie u  i s  to o  l im i te d  to  g iv e  them a chance to  em erge. The H a it ia n  
m y stiq u e  i s  th e r e f o r e  a  p a th e t i c  e f f o r t  to  c l in g  to  th e  memory o f  th e  
one g lo r io u s  e p ic  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  p a s t .
2 . C o l le c t iv e  I n f e r i o r i t y  Complex and N a tio n a lism
H a it ia n s  who have enough e d u c a tio n  to  r e a l i z e  t h a t  th e  c o n d itio n s  
p re v a le n t  in  t h e i r  c o u n try  a re  n o t  no rm al, s u f f e r  from  a c o l l e c t i v e  
i n f e r i o r i t y  com plex. T h is  i n f e r i o r i t y  complex o f b e in g  a poor
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backw ard n a t io n  and b e lo n g in g  to  a  m in o r i ty  ra c e  tra n s fo rm s  i t s e l f  
in to  ex ag g e ra te d  p r id e ,  s tu b b o rn n e s s , s u s p ic io n  and h y p e r - s e n s i t i v i t y ,  
and e x p la in s  th e  sometime b i z a r r e  b e h a v io r  o f  some H a i t ia n  o f f i c i a l s  
tow ard  f o r e ig n e r s .  M oreover, i t  has t r a n s l a t e d  i t s e l f  in to  f i e r c e  
n a t io n a l is m , in  am b iv a len t a t t i t u d e s  tow ard  f o r e ig n e r s ,  and i n  , 
n e g r i tu d e .
N a tio n a lism  can  have b o th  p o s i t i v e  and n e g a t iv e  e f f e c t s .  I t  
encourages n a t io n a l  s o l i d a r i t y  and c o o p e ra t io n ,  and engenders a 
f e e l in g  o f  b ro th e rh o o d . H a i t ia n s  o f  a l l  w alks o f  l i f e  o f te n  r e f e r  to  
them selves as "we H a i t i a n s ,"  and a re  a t ta c h e d  to  t h e i r  c o u n try . 
U n fo r tu n a te ly , n a t io n a l is m  in - H a i t i  i s  more n e g a tiv e  th a n  p o s i t i v e .
I t  i s  a mask f o r  th e  H a i t ia n  c o l l e c t i v e  i n f e r i o r i t y  com plex. T here 
i s  much n a t io n a l is m  b u t  th e r e  a r e  few s e l f l e s s  p a t r i o t s .  To them , 
incom peten t se lf -g o v e rn m e n t i s  p r e f e r a b le  a t  a l l  c o s ts  to  good govern ­
ment w ith  a  compromised s o v e r e ig n ty .  H a i t ia n s  c o n s id e r  them selves 
s u p e r io r  to  " c o lo n ia l"  P u e rto  R icans and "neo c o lo n ia l"  Jam aicans 
because  th ey  a re  s o v e re ig n . E x ag g era ted  n a t io n a l is m  has tu rn e d  in to  
ho llow  p r id e  and has d i s t o r t e d  t h e i r  se n se  o f  r e a l i t y .  So many 
H a it ia n s  b e s id e s  D u v a lie r  s t i l l  b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e y  a lo n e  co u ld  s t r a ig h te n  
o u t th e  c o u n try  i f  th e y  w ere g iv e n  an  o p p o r tu n i ty .  They a re  h y p e r­
s e n s i t iv e  ab o u t f o r e ig n  a d v ic e . Only H a it ia n s  know how to  h an d le  
" H a it ia n  p ro b lem s. A H a i t ia n  e n g in e e r  Jtold t h i s  w r i t e r  t h a t  o n ly  a 
H a i t ia n  knows how to  b u i ld  ro ad s  in  H a i t i ,  y e t  th e r e  a re  o n ly  some 
215 m ile s  o f  paved ro ad s  in  a c o u n try  th e  s i z e  o f  M ary land . They 
w ant fo re ig n  f in a n c i a l  a id  to  b u i ld  th e  roads b u t  no a d v ic e , f o r
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th e y  a re  a  so v e re ig n  n a t io n .  A c tu a lly  H a i t ia n  s o v e re ig n ty  has become 
t h e o r e t i c a l  and i l l u s o r y ,  f o r  e d u c a tio n , h e a l t h ,  commerce and t r a d e  
a re  a l l  in  th e  hands o f  f o r e ig n e r s .  T h is  i s  why H a it ia n s  a ls o  have a 
complex du b la n c . B lanc means b o th  w h ite  and f o r e ig n e r  in  c r e o le .  
H a it ia n s  have am b iv a len t f e e l in g s  tow ard th e  b la n c . On one s id e  th ey  
f e a r  and a re  v e ry  s u sp ic io u s  o f  th e  w h ite  f o r e ig n e r s ' in te n t io n s  w hich 
m igh t compromise t h e i r  s o v e re ig n ty . T h is  a  d eep ly  ro o te d  f e e l in g .  Y et 
th ey  c o n sc io u s ly  and u n c o n sc io u s ly  adm it to  th e  s u p e r io r i t y  o f  th e  
w h i te s .  The H a i t ia n  m asses make no bones abou t i t .  They p r e f e r  w h ite  
p r i e s t s ,  w h ite  d o c to rs  and even  w h ite  t r a d e r s ,  i n f u r i a t i n g  Negro 
s p e c i a l i s t s  in  th e s e  b ra n c h e s . W hite  fo r e ig n e r s  in  H a i t i  en jo y  a 
p r e s t ig e  o f te n  o u t o f  k e ep in g  w ith  t h e i r  a c tu a l  s o c i a l  background .
Much o f  th e  p r e s t ig e  o f  th e  m u la tto  i s  d e r iv e d  from  h i s  resem blance 
to  th e  w h ite .  F o re ig n  p eo p le  and fo r e ig n  th in g s  a re  symbols o f  
s u p e r io r i t y .  Im ported  a r t i c l e s ,  in c lu d in g  cheap W oolworth c ro c k e ry , 
a re  c o n s id e re d  gorgeous by m o st, w hereas h an d -carv ed  n a t iv e  p la te s  
and o th e r  c r a f t s  much a p p re c ia te d  o u ts id e  H a i t i  a r e  dow nrated by 
H a i t i a n s .
N eg ritu d e  w hich app eared  w ith  th e  S o c ia l  R e v o lu tio n  o f  1946 
came as a n a tu r a l  r e a c t io n  to  th e  f e e l in g  o f  i n f e r i o r i t y  f o s te r e d  by 
t h i s  com plex du b la n c . T h is  c u r r e n t  o f  th o u g h ts  w hich p a r a l l e l e d  th e  
awakening o f  A f r ic a  d u r in g  th e  same p e r io d  was in tro d u c e d  in to  H a i t i  
by th e  n a t i v i s t i c  sch o o l o f  b la c k  i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  I t  i s  a  m ystique  o f 
Negro c o n sc io u sn e ss , th e  e sse n c e  o f  w hich  i s :  " I  am a  N egro, I  am 
proud  to  b e  a  N egro, a l l  N egroes a re  my b r o th e r s . "  I t  i s  an accep tan ce
o f th e  A fr ic a n  h e r i t a g e  in s te a d  o f  a tte m p tin g  to  be a s s im ila te d  by  th e  . 
w h item an 's  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  I t  i s  a  l i b e r a t i o n  from  th e  f e e l in g  o f  Negro 
i n f e r i o r i t y .  Through n e g r i tu d e  th e  Negro a f f irm s  h is  e q u a l i ty  w ith  
th e  w h ite  man. N eg ritu d e  i s  to o  new and to o  vague to  be c o n s id e re d  an 
i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  th e  H a it ia n  m e n ta l i ty  as i s  n a t io n a l is m . I t  i s  
e s p e c ia l ly  a p p re c ia te d  by members o f  th e  m idd le  c la s s  who th in k  th e y  
p e r s o n ify  H a i t i .  More th a n  l i k e l y  th e  m asses g iv e  l i t t l e  th o u g h t to  
t h e i r  N e g ro -n ess , w hereas in  th e  b o u rg e o is ie  f e e l in g s  a re  d iv id e d . The 
more p ro g re s s iv e  and younger members a c c e p t n e g r i tu d e ,  w hereas th e  more 
c o n s e rv a tiv e  c o n s id e r  them selves n e i th e r  w h ite  n o r N egro, b u t  l i g h t  
H a i t i a n s .;
3 . F am ily  D erived  V alues and In d iv id u a lis m
As i t  has been  m entioned  th e  fa m ily  i s  th e  b a s ic  c e l l  o f H a i t ia n  
s o c ie ty  and many o f  th e  p e r s o n a l i t y  t r a i t s  and e lem en ta ry  v a lu e s  
sh ared  in  common stem  from  e a r ly  s o c i a l i z a t i o n .  W hatever th e  r e l a t i o n ­
sh ip  betw een s o c i a l i z a t i o n  and. a d u l t  group c h a r a c te r  rem ains o f  c o u rse  
a  m a tte r  o f  s p e c u la t io n .  Drawing from g e n e ra l  o b s e rv a t io n s , c h i ld r e n  
become a d u l ts  who a re  e x t r o v e r t s  r a th e r  th a n  i n t r o v e r t s .  The H a itia n s  
en jo y  c o n g e n ia l i ty ;  th e y  a re  g o o d -n a tu red  and have f r i e n d ly  d i s p o s i t i o n s .  
They t a l k ,  s m ile , and laugh  a l o t .  They engage in  much g re e t in g  and 
h an d sh ak in g . The H a i t ia n  p eo p le  a r e  g re g a r io u s ;  th e y  a re  n e v e r  a lo n e  
and show l i t t l e  co n cern  f o r  p e rs o n a l p r iv a c y . The H a it ia n  e x e rc is e s  
l i t t l e  s e l f - c o n t r o l  o v e r h i s  em o tio n s . He i s  e x c i t a b le ,  v o l a t i l e ,  he 
laughs e a s i l y  and g e ts  angered  e a s i l y .  He i s  p rone to  argum ents, 
q u a r r e ls  s p r in g ,u p  c o n s ta n t ly  b u t  d ie  o f f  j u s t  as q u ic k ly . Tantrum s
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and argum ents g e n e r a l ly  end w ith  a  jo k e  to  r e l e a s e  th e  te n s io n .  He 
in t im id a te s  b u t  i s  seldom  v i o l e n t .  The two c a r d in a l  r u le s  o f  th e  
s t r i c t  H a i t ia n  u p b rin g in g  a r e  a b s o lu te  o b ed ien ce  to  p a re n ts  and 
r e s p e c t  f o r  e l d e r s .  The fo rm er i s  r e f l e c t e d  in  th e  a d u l t  H a i t i a n ’s 
r e s p e c t  f o r  s t ro n g  a u th o r i ty  and th e  l a t t e r  in  h is  rem arkab le  p o l i t e ­
n e s s ,  c o u r te s y  and a f f a b i l i t y  w hich  make N o rth  A m ericans seem u ncou th  
by com parison . T h is  p o l i t e n e s s ,  how ever, i s  re s e rv e d  f o r  s o c ia l  e q u a ls  
and s o c i a l  s u p e r io r s .
The H a i t ia n  has a  s t ro n g  se n se  o f  o b l ig a t io n  to  h is  fa m ily , 
r e l a t i v e s ,  and c lo s e  f r i e n d s ,  in  o th e r  w ords to  h is  own c l iq u e .  A 
f r ie n d s h ip  i s  a  r e a l  s o c i a l  o b l ig a t io n  in  H a i t i ;  one e x p e c ts  much o u t 
o f  a  f r i e n d  and r e c ip r o c a l ly  one has many o b l ig a t io n s .  A c lo s e  f r ie n d  
l i k e  a r e l a t i v e  i s  a  form  o f  s o c i a l  in s u ra n c e .  To h is  c l iq u e  th e  
H a it ia n  i s  rem arkab ly  g e n e ro u s; o u ts id e  o f  i t  he has a p o o r ly  developed  
se n se  o f  c iv ic  and s o c i a l  d u ty . F am ilism  h as  f o s te r e d  one o f  th e  m ost 
s t r i k i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  nam ely in d i v i ­
d u a lism .
In d iv id u a lis m  te n d s  to  make th e  H a i t ia n  view  th e  w o rld  in  
te rm s -o f  h is  own a m b itio n s . H is r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  to  h im s e lf  r a th e r  
th a n  to  h i s  jo b , hence  th e r e  i s  a  la c k  o f  se n se  o f  d u ty . I n  p e rso n a l 
u n d e rta k in g s  th e r e  i s  a  g r e a t  d e s i r e  to  ou tdo  o th e r s ,  y e t  c o m p e titio n  
from  o th e r s  i s  c o n s id e re d  a  t h r e a t .  The se n se  o f  f a i r  p la y  i s  l i t t l e  
d ev e lo p ed . C o n tra c ts  and p rom ises a re  e n te re d  in to  l i g h t l y  and b roken  
as e a s i l y ,  d eb ts  a re  d i f f i c u l t  to  c o l l e c t .  A H a i t ia n  e x p e c ts . l i t t l e  
from  p e o p le  o u ts id e  o f  h is  own c l iq u e .  T h is  has made him c y n ic a l ,
s k e p t i c a l  and p e s s im is t i c .  The low er th e  c la s s  th e  more d i s t r u s t  
H a i t ia n  p eo p le  have o f  each  o th e r .  T h e ir  p ro v e rb  "E ver s in c e  A f r ic a ,
N egroes have b e tra y e d  each  o th e r , "  has a  v a l id  r a is o n  d 'e t r e .  H a it ia n s
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seem in c a p a b le  o f  group a c t io n .  Few o rg a n iz a t io n s ,  a s s o c ia t io n s  o r  
c lu b s  l a s t .  They s p r in g  up l i k e  mushrooms, a  c o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  drawn 
and d e b a te d , th e n  d iv i s io n  o f  o p in io n  and in t r ig u e s  s e t  i n ,  members 
r e s ig n ,  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  d is s o lv e s  and everyone runs f o r  th e  t r e a s u r y .  
T h ere  i s  a  n o ta b le  la c k  o f  com passion f o r  th e  m is fo rtu n e s  o f  o th e rs  
and an im als a re  t r e a te d  b r u t a l l y .  An Am erican n u rse  to ld  t h i s  w r i t e r  
t h a t  in  a l l  th e  c o u n tr ie s  she  had worked she  had n e v e r  seen  such  a  
la c k  o f com passion f o r  th e  s ic k  as she saw in  H a i t i .  A nother way 
in d iv id u a lis m  re v e a ls  i t s e l f  i s  th e  s tro n g  a tta ch m e n t to  p r iv a te  
p ro p e r ty  from th e  p e a s a n t who in v e s ts  h is  e a rn in g s  in to  more lan d  to  
th e  p r iv i le g e d  c la s s  s t ro n g  d e s i r e  to  own t h e i r  homes.
4 .  T r a i t s  D e riv in g  from  th e  H a it ia n  R e a l i ty
The c h ro n ic  economic and p o l i t i c a l  in s e c u r i t y  has produced 
s e v e ra l  c h a r a c te r  t r a i t s  ty p ic a l  o f  H a i t ia n s .  Above a l l  i s  th e  a l re a d y  
m entioned  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  p h ilo so p h y  o f "ev eryone  o u t f o r  h im s e lf ."  
Mounepaism (c re o le  f o r  "p eo p le  who a re  f o r  me") i s  a  H a i t ia n  b rand  o f  
nep o tism  w here one does fa v o rs  and looks o u t  f o r  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  h is  
c l iq u e  a t  th e  expense o f  o th e r s .  The complex o f  th e  b a sk e t o f  c ra b s  
i s  a n o th e r  H a i t ia n  euphemism d e s c r ib in g  th o s e  who, f e e l in g  th re a te n e d  
by c o m p e titio n  o r  m o tiv a te d  by envy, p u rp o se ly  p u t o b s ta c le s  in  th e  
way o f  a  more s u c c e s s fu l  p e rso n  to  c u t  him  down to  t h e i r  own s i z e .
A nother n o ta b le  t r a i t  i s  th e  a u t o r i t e  com plex, i . e . ,  th e  g r e a t  a d m ira tio n
>
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f o r  a u th o r i ty  o r  pow er. I t  i s  l i t e r a l l y  power f o r  i t s  own sa k e . The 
p r i v i l e g e  to  impose o n e 's  a u th o r i ty  o y er o th e r s  f o r  a l l  to  s e e  i s  
h e ld  above w e a l th .  Power o s t e n t a t i o n  r e p re s e n ts  to  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  
w hat co n sp icuous consum ption r e p r e s e n ts  to  m idd le  c la s s  A m erica.
H a it ia n s  r e s p e c t  pow er, adm ire  u n ifo rm s , l i k e  t i t l e s ,  a c c e p t a u th o r i ­
ta r ia n is m  as n o rm al. I t  i s  th e  s t ro n g  w inn ing  o v e r th e  w eak; i t  i s  
th e  w eaker bowing to  th e  w i l l  o f  th e  s t r o n g e r .  I t  sp re ad s  th ro u g h  
th e  h ie r a rc h y  o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty ,  f o r  everyone from  th e  bo ttom  to  th e  
to p  has h i s  own e n to u ra g e  be i t  o n ly  h is  c h i ld r e n ,  upon whom he can 
im pose h i s  w i l l  w h ile  he  in  tu r n  bows to  th e  w i l l  o f  th o se  above him 
in  r e g u la r  p eck in g  o rd e r  f a s h io n .  At th e  to p  o f  th e  p in n a c le  a cc o u n tin g  
to  God a lo n e  s ta n d s  th e  p r e s id e n t ,  th e  g r e a t  a u th o r i t a r i a n  f i g u r e .
T h e re  i s  g e n e ra l  o b ed ien ce  to  a u th o r i ty  w hich  has r e s u l te d  in  f r e e in g  
th e  in d iv id u a l  from  d i s c i p l in in g  h im s e lf ;  th e r e f o r e ,  th e  sen se  o f  
in d iv id u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  weak in  th e  H a i t ia n  c h a r a c te r .
A no ther complex p ro b a b ly  d e r iv in g  from economic in s e c u r i t y  i s  
th e  bam (from  c r e o le  " g iv e  me") o r  dependency com plex. T h is  i s  a form  
o f  e x p lo i t a t i o n  o f  th e  more f o r tu n a te  by th e  le s s  f o r tu n a te  and p e r ­
m eates th e  w hole s o c ie ty  from  a u n iv e r s i ty  dean who demands a  mimeo­
g rap h  m achine from  th e  A m erican Embassy b ecau se  "we a re  p o o r and you 
a re  r ic h "  to  th e  p e a s a n t  c h i ld  who says a u to m a tic a l ly  in  E n g lish  
"geeve  me f iv e  c e n t"  when he s e e s  a  s t r a n g e r .  The r u le  i s  to  g e t  
som ething  f o r  n o th in g .
5 . The H a i t ia n  in  h is  P u b lic  and P r iv a t e  L i f e
I n  many r e s p e c ts  th e  e d u ca te d  H a it ia n  i s  a  ty p ic a l  L a t in  A m erican.
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He approaches h is  d a i ly  problem s in  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  r a th e r  th a n  p rag m a tic  
way. He has a  l e g a l i s t i c  fram e o f  r e f e r e n c e ;  he l ik e s  codes and con­
s t i t u t i o n s  r a th e r  th a n  m eet s i t u a t io n s  ex tem poraneously . He l ik e s  to  
d is c u s s ,  i s  a rg u m e n ta tiv e  and v e rb o se . H is approach  i s  i n d i r e c t ;  he  
i s  v e ry  s u b t le  and a m b iv a len t in  h is  lan g u ag e ; p erhaps t h i s  e x p la in s  
h is  g r e a t  fondness f o r  p o e tr y .  H is r e l a t i o n s  a re  p e r s o n a l iz e d . He 
does n o t co n ce iv e  o f  h im s e lf  in  a  p r iv a t e  and p u b lic  r o l e ,  n o r  does 
he ex p ec t i t  o f  o th e r s .  He n e v e r  p e rc e iv e s  th e  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t io n  b u t 
o n ly  th e  p e rso n  b eh in d  th e  t i t l e .  He o p e ra te s  th ro u g h  f r ie n d s  and 
r e l a t i v e s  w hich , o f  c o u rs e , f o s te r s  n ep o tism  and f a v o r i t i s m . A 
d e p e rso n a liz e d  o rg a n iz a t io n  h as  l i t t l e  ap p ea l f o r  him . Work i s  con­
s id e r e d  a n e c e s sa ry  e v i l  and c u l t i v a t i n g  human r e l a t io n s  a t  work makes
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i t  more b e a r a b le .  He shows few d is p o s i t io n s  f o r  b u s in e s s .  He empha­
s iz e s  c o u r te s y  r a t h e r  th a n  e f f i c i e n c y .  He has l i t t l e  sen se  o f  o rg a n i­
z a t io n ,  g e ts  l o s t  in  u n im p o rtan t d e t a i l s ,  i s  im p a tie n t f o r  q u ick  
r e tu r n s  and has a  d i s t a s t e  f o r  long range p la n n in g . He p la n s  o n ly  
f o r  th e  im m ediate f u tu r e ,  f o r  th e  H a i t ia n  m il ie u  i s  to o  in s e c u re .  He 
ten d s  to  be i r r e s p o n s ib le  and d em o n stra te s  l i t t l e  c o n t in u i ty  o r  
p e rs e v e ra n c e . T h is  i s  r e f l e c t e d  in  p u b lic  a d m in is t r a t io n .  A road  i s  
c o n s tru c te d  b u t  no p ro v is io n s  a re  made f o r  m ain ten an ce ; a new w e lfa re  
agency i s  s e t  up , th e n  l e f t  to  v e g e ta te  u n d e r f in a n c ia l  m a ln u t r i t io n .
^ I t  would be i n t e r e s t i n g  to  i n v e s t ig a te  th e  p s y c h o - c u l tu r a l  f a c to r s  
e x p la in in g  th e  cau se  o f th e  H a it ia n  Negro f a i l u r e  to  su cceed  in  b u s i ­
n e ss  and th e  r e l a t i v e  su cc e ss  o f  o th e r  e th n ic  groups such as th e  
L e v a n tin e s . T h is  p a tte .rn  seems to  r e p e a t  i t s e l f  w ith  th e  Negro W est 
In d ia n ,  American N egro, B r a z i l i a n  Negro and A fr ic a n s .
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He has a  l a i s s e z - g r a in a in  ( c r e o le  f o r  " l e t  i t  s o lv e  i t s e l f " )  a t t i t u d e
and p a s s e z , dem ain i s '  th e  H a i t ia n  c o u n te r p a r t  o f . t h e  mariana com plex. .
I n  h is  p r i v a t e  l i f e  th e  H a i t ia n  i s  a t  h is  b e s t .  He i s  warm and
v iv a c io u s .  H is rem ark ab le  se n se  o f  humor, h is  d i s p o s i t io n  f o r  th e
p erfo rm in g  a r t s ,  h is  im a g in a tio n  and e x p re s s iv e n e s s  and h is  a f f a b i l i t y
make him a h o s t  o f  g r e a t  charm .
Many o f th e  H a i t ia n  c h a r a c te r  t r a i t s  seem to  r e s u l t  from  economic
in s e c u r i t y  and h is  i n f e r i o r i t y  com plex. He l iv e s  in  an a tm osphere
f r a u g h t  w i th  d i s t r u s t  and i s  c o n s ta n t ly  o b lig e d  to  m a n ip u la te  p eo p le
in  o rd e r  to  p r o t e c t  h is  l iv e l ih o o d .  P erhaps economic s e c u r i t y  would
tone ' down much o f  t h i s  b e h a v io r  b u t  in  th e  m eantim e, th e  H a i t ia n
m e n ta l i ty  has become i t s e l f  a  s o c i a l  p rob lem .
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C. The Dilemma o f  U nderdevelopm ent 
Sum m arizing th e  v a r io u s  f a c to r s  w hich  make H a i t i  so  u n d e rd ev e lo p ed , 
we conclude  t h a t  h i s t o r i c a l l y  th e  c o u n try  n e v e r  g o t o f f  th e  ground; 
e c o lo g ic a l ly  i t  s u f f e r s  from  m ed iocre  re s o u rc e s  and o v e rp o p u la tio n ; 
c u l t u r a l l y  i t  p r e s e n ts  a  p i c tu r e  o f  a rc h a ic  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  on one 
s id e  and an arch y  on th e  o th e r ;  and w ith  r e s p e c t  to  th e  m e n ta l i ty  f a c t o r ,  
th e  H a i t ia n  p e r s o n a l i t y  h as  a d ju s te d  to  th e  c l im a te  o f  in s e c u r i t y  and 
by doing  so  has r e in fo r c e d  d y s fu n c tio n a l  e lem en ts  in  th e  s o c i a l  sy stem . 
A ll  th e s e  f a c to r s  a r e  in te rd e p e n d e n t and re v o lv e  in  a v ic io u s  c i r c l e .  
How does one u n d e rta k e  a  m ajo r s o c i a l  r e s t r u c tu r in g ?  As o f  y e t  no one 
has a d e f i n i t e  answ er. I t  i s  b e l ie v e d , n e v e r th e le s s ,  t h a t  th e  d e s i r e  
f o r  economic w e ll-b e in g  i s  a fundam ental m o tiv a t io n  f o r  a c c e p tin g
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p lan n ed  s o c i a l  change; th e r e f o r e ,  economic i n s t i t u t i o n s  a re _ th e  m ost 
p ro n e  to  re fo rm , th u s  m aking i t  p o s s ib le  to  r e v e r s e  th e  v ic io u s  c i r c l e  
and le a d  an underd ev elo p ed  a re a  on th e  ro ad  to  p ro g r e s s .  Even though  
m ost o f  th e  problem s o f  H a i t ia n  s o c ie ty  can  be t r a c e d  d i r e c t l y  o r  
i n d i r e c t l y  to  economic w a n ts , th e  t a s k  o f  economic re fo rm  i s  ex trem ely  
c o m p lic a te d . H a i t i  i s  an  economic enigm a, an economy o f  d im in ish in g  
r e tu r n  w hich b ecau se  o f  th e  s t o i c  n a tu re  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  m asses w i l l  
m a in ta in  i t s e l f  u n t i l  w id esp read  fam ine s e t s  in-s- A f te r  160 y e a r s ,  H a i t i  
s t i l l  has a  c o lo n ia l  economy f o r  i t  depends on th e  o u ts id e  w o rld  f o r  
i t s  e s s e n t i a l  com m odities i n  exchange f o r  c a sh  c ro p s  fu rn is h e d  by 
cheap la b o r .  I t  has no c o n t r o l  o v e r th e  p r i c e  th e  w orld  pays f o r  
i t s  t r o p i c a l  p ro d u c ts ,  m aking revenues u n s ta b le  from y e a r  to  y e a r .
Nor i s  i t  i n  a  p o s i t io n  to  d is p u te  th e  in c re a s in g  c o s t  o f  th e  manu­
fa c tu re d  goods w hich  i t  im p o r ts . F u rth e rm o re , w h a tev e r income i s  
e a rn ed  i s  u n ev en ly  d i s t r i b u t e d .  To w i t :  90 p e rc e n t  o f  e x p o rts  a re
produced by th e  p e a s a n try .  I n  tu r n  e x p o r ts  pay f o r  im ports  o f  w hich 
no more th a n  10 p e rc e n t  a re  consumed by th e  p e a s a n ts .  T h is  i s  e s s e n -  ' 
t i a l l y  a p a r a s i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  w hereby one te n th  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n , 
th e  p r iv i l e g e d ,  consume n in e  te n th s  o f  th e  im p o rts  earn ed  by th e  
la b o r  o f  th e  p e a s a n ts  r e p r e s e n t in g  90 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n . The 
" e n lig h te n e d "  H a i t ia n  l iv e s  a t  th e  expense o f  th e  ig n o ra n t  p e a s a n t .
Not o n ly  income i s  low b u t  i t  i s  u n s ta b le  and uneven ly  d i s t r i b u t e d .
Looking a t  th e  fo u r  f a c to r s  o f  p ro d u c tio n , i . e . ,  la n d , la b o r ,  
c a p i t a l  and management, we f in d  in  H a i t i  a  s h o r ta g e  o f  la n d , an 
u n s k i l le d  la b o r  f o r c e ,  no c a p i t a l  s a v in g s  o f  any im p o rtan ce , w h ile  th e
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$100 m i l l i o n  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  has poured  in to  H a i t i  s in c e  1946 have 
la r g e ly  gone down th e  d r a in  and as f a r  as management i s  concerned  
th e  few c ad re s  in  H a i t i  have e i t h e r  l e f t  th e  c o u n try  o r  a r e  le a v in g . 
I n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p ro d u c tio n  o r  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  a tte m p ts  
have been  u n s u c c e s s fu l th u s  f a r  becau se  o f  th e  f a c to r s  p re v io u s ly  
m entioned  and a ls o  b ecau se  o th e r  s o c ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and a t t i t u d e s  
have a c te d  as p o w erfu l c o u n te r fo rc e s  to  m a in ta in  th e  s t a t u s  quo. The 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  fa c e d  i n  a tte m p tin g  to  r e o r i e n t  th e  H a i t ia n  economy 
r e f l e c t  once a g a in  th e  seem ing ly  h o p e le ss  dilemma faced  by u n d e r­
developed  a r e a s .
I f  H a i t i  i s  u n a b le  to  h e lp  i t s e l f ,  th e  lo g ic a l  q u e s t io n  to  ask  i s  
who can h e lp  H a i t i?  As has been  m entioned  a  deep n a t i o n a l i s t  p r id e  
makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  o u ts id e r s  to  h e lp  H a i t i ,  even though c u r r e n t ly  
H a i t i ,  i s  k e p t a l i v e  la r g e ly  by th e  o u ts id e  w o rld . I t s  economy depends 
on fo r e ig n  m a rk e ts . I t s  sch o o l and h e a l th  program s as w e l l  as 
o c c a s io n a l  f i n a n c i a l  d o le s  and h u r r ic a n e  re sc u e  o p e ra tio n s  a re  l a r g e ly  
due to  f o r e ig n  c h a r i t y .  A d e l i c a t e  q u e s t io n  to  pose i s  w h e th er o r  n o t 
H a iti ,  can  c la im  s o v e r e ig n ty .  Do a  p r iv i le g e d  s i x  p e rc e n t  have th e  
r i g h t  in  th e  name o f  fo u r  m i l l io n  in h a b i ta n ts  to  invoke s e l f - d e te r m i ­
n a t io n  when th ey  have p roven  t h e i r  incom petency in  h a n d lin g  th e  m ost 
b a s ic  problem s o f  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s ,  s u b je c te d  them to  th e  m ost inhumane 
c o n d it io n s  and f a i l e d  to  check th e  abuse o f  n a tu r a l  re so u rc e s?  The 
f a t e  o f  th e  H a i t ia n  m asses i s  a  p roblem  w hich  goes beyond n a t io n a l  
b o u n d a r ie s , and u l t im a te ly  becomes a  problem  o f  in t e r n a t io n a l  co n ce rn .
What w i l l  happen i s  a  moot q u e s t io n . The H a it ia n  s o c ia l  system
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ap p ea rs  to o  e x h au s te d  and d e t e r io r a t e d  to  re ju v e n a te  i t s e l f .  The 
s ta n d a rd  o f  l i v in g  w i l l  g e t  low er, th e  d e a th  r a t e  w i l l  c o n tin u e  to
r i s e ,  th e  exodus w i l l  in c r e a s e .  The U n ited  S ta te s  m igh t d o le  o u t
/
from tim e  to  tim e  some s u p p o r t - ju s t  enough to  p ro lo n g  th e  d e a th
th ro e s  o f  a  n a t io n —b u t  e v e n tu a l ly  som eth ing  w i l l  have to  g iv e . I t '
/
m igh t be a  c e n tu ry  o r  i t  m igh t be tom orrow .
The f u tu r e  o f  H a i t i  i s  indeed  dim , y e t  th e  f a c t  t h a t  H a i t i  has 
so f a r  su rv iv e d  a l l  i t s  c r i s e s  i s  a  phenomenon d i f f i c u l t  to  
e x p la in ,  th u s  making i t  unw ise to  p r e d i c t  i t s  imm inent c o l la p s e .  I n  
th e  m eantim e th e  c o u n try  s t i l l  r e t a in s  to  t h i s  day i t s  n a tu r a l  b e a u ty , 
and th e  p eo p le  o f  H a i t i ,  d e s p i te  t h e i r  m ise ry , have n o t  l o s t  a s  y e t  
t h e i r  w o n d erfu l sen se  o f  humor and t h e i r  c a p a c i ty  to  lau g h  and s in g .  
Anyone who has l iv e d  i n  t h e i r  m id s t w i l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  them .
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s tu d e n t s .  S ta y e d  i n  h o t e l  and one n ig h t  in  p e a s a n t h u t .  By b o a t  Le 
Borgne and Anse a  F o le u r .  . By h o rse  from  Anse a  F o le u r  to  S t .  L o u is  
du Nord w here I  s ta y e d  in  a  m i l i t a r y  p o s t .  By tru c k  to  P o r t  de  P a ix , 
by b o a t to  l i e  de l a  T o r tu e  and by t r u c k  back  to  P o r t - a u - P r in c e .
F ie ld  T r ip  # 4 : Ju n e  10, 62
To: M ir e b a la is ,  L ascah o b as, B e l la d e re  and Dominican b o r d e r ,
by c a r  w i th  a n o th e r  A m erican.
F ie ld  T r ip  # 5 : J u ly  28-Aug. 10, 62
. T o: V e r r e t te s  ( A r t ib o n i te )  by b u s , s ta y e d  w ith  r e l a t i v e s  o f  one
o f  my s tu d e n t s ;  by  h o rse  to  T e r re  N e t te ,  Mont M attheu , Couyau, Fond-
J e a n - B a p t is te ,  G o y av ie r , La C ro ix , -V is i te d  S c h w e itze r  H o s p i ta l  a t
D e sc h ap e lle s  .*
F ie ld  T r ip  # 6 : Aug. 12 -18 , 62
To: Cap H a i t i e n  by b u s ; s ta y e d  w ith  fa m ily  o f  a  f r i e n d  who
* I t  was r a t h e r  in s p i r i n g  to  see  th e  fo u n d e r D r. L . M ello n , h e i r  
to  one o f  th e  g r e a t  fo r tu n e s  o f  th e  U. S . te a c h in g  a  group o f  young 
p e a sa n ts  how to  r e a d .
F ie ld  T r ip  # 2 : Dec. 2t
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accom panied me. S pen t a day and a  n ig h t  a t  P la n ta t io n  D auphin, th e  
rem ain in g  tim e  in  Cap H a i t ie n .
F ie ld  T r ip  # 7 : S e p t .  1 8 -0 c t .  20, 62
To: A quin, Fond des B la n cs , l 'A s i l e ,  V ieux Beurg d 'A q u in , S t .
L ouis du Sud, Les C ayes, C am perrin , S a u t M ath u rin e , D u c is , G rosse 
C ayes, as g u e s t o f  Deputy o f  A quin.
F ie ld  T r ip  # 8 : Dec. 2 1 -2 4 , 62
.T o : Cap H a i t ie n  by p la n e .
F ie ld  T r ip  #9 : Dec. 27, 6 2 -Ja n . 2 , 63
T o: M ire b a la is ,  P e l ig r e ,  M aissad e , H inche, H ead q u arte r in  Hinche
a t  th e  home o f a s tu d e n t .  By h o rse  to  Los P o so s , C erca l a  S ource , 
Papaye.
F ie ld  T r ip  #10: M arch 6 -1 0 , 63
To: Jacm el, B a in e t, M arig o t, La V a lle e , by c a r .
F ie ld  T r ip  #11: A p r i l  13-14 , 63
To: S t .  M arc, P on t Sond^, P e t i t e  R iv ie re  de l 'A r t i b o n i t e .
F ie ld  T r ip  #12: A p r i l  17-21 , 63
To I s l e  o f  l a  Gonave by s a i l  b o a t .
F ie ld  T r ip  #13: June 10, 63
T o: Thomazeau and la k e  A zuey.
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t r a n s f e r r e d  to  th e  Am erican T h e a tre  Wing in  New Y ork, m a jo rin g  in  
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d eg ree  in  1960. The same y e a r  th e  w r i t e r  was awarded a  r e s e a rc h  ' 
a s s i s t a n t s h ip  in  th e  D epartm ent o f  S o c io lo g y  a t  L o u is ia n a  S t a t e  U ni­
v e r s i t y .  He re c e iv e d  th e  M aste r o f  A rts  d eg ree  in  A ugust o f  1961.
R e c ip ie n t o f  an In te r-A m e ric a n  C u l tu r a l  C onvention  re s e a rc h  
g r a n t  to  H a i t i ,  th e  w r i t e r  s p e n t  th e  n e x t two y e a rs  in  H a i t i  do ing  
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